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BATTLE HOTLY

FOUGHT.,

* JAFANESE OFFICER DESCRIBES THE TWO DAYS CON-
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Togo Sigualed "“The Destiny of our Empire Depends Upen

This Ac-

tiea” as the Flests Clesed —Runsian Ships PFired First—Seen In-
clesed on All Sides and Became Helpless.

Tokyo, Wedpesday, May 31.—
A Japanese officer who bas re-
turned to Sasebo gives the fol-
lowing account of the mea fight
off the Tsu lslands:

“At 5:30 Saturday morning
a wireless message reading,
‘The enemy’s squadron is in

sight,’ reached the maval base, | 10%ed

is message was transmitted
to all our ships by the lhpbig.
with instructions to get rea

for action. Our squadron left
their rendezvous and headed for
the eastern chaonel off 1'sushi-
ma. Our men seemed to be
filled with new ins‘nmtlon and

were e for the long-delayed

fight to !in. . :
“When Tsushima was sighted
to the southwest the sea was
rough, and the torpedo boats
were forced to run for the shel-
ter of the island. Our third
fighting squadron, with the
‘l':kubihu to port, reconnoiter-
ed the Russian course, and at
11:30 a. m, informed the main
squadron by wireless telegraph
that the Russian ships were
passing iuto the east channel,
whereupon our main squadron,
changing its course somewhat
to the southward, came in sight
of Okiushitha at 1 o'clock in
the eafternoon. The third ai-
vision arrived later and joiued
the main squadron. The first
and second divisions, sccom-
panied by the destroyer flotilla,

changed to a westerly course,

ﬁi:t.h the third diwn and the

slightly eastward.

*  SIGNAL TO THR FLEET,

R“'Iziuint the nmver:dthe
ussian ﬂ.sh a to

the southwa .? 1: :x:locl:.

The Russians steamed up in
double column. The fleet was

.i'-‘l‘

"Our first and second divis-
sboard, while s L
while t =4

vision kept in close tonch with

the preceding two divisions.
With th-hhmou -hip:‘ pro-
ceedi order it was
2:13 :‘glock when the Russiang
A The first two
fell short of our line, and
it was some winutes later be-
e -
,on, wi
both sides. Our
on the port side
squadron and in
we pressed the
coast of
to m
onr ships
bows paralleled
Russian
our first
been lead-
of the
headed
E Boro-
n fire. A
beaded
our
ve ships

L

against the bead of the Russian
line our divl.uim:hvm‘d tlo the
7l rear, us enve
their ships. opiog
PARALLEL WITH TOE RUBSIANS.
“The engugement proceeded
botly. Our second ‘dlie!lrhm 3!;
& course para th
uo;lhgu side of ll:eﬂk% ¥
an mnove el the
envelopment. 'Igg? Russian
ships were seen trying to break

through and ounr destroyer |dec

flotilla intercepted their new
course. This state of envelop-
meut continued uatil the follow-
ing day, with the ships at vary-
ing distances. Thns inclosed
on all sides, the R were
helpless and powerless to es-
cape the cycle.

. 8 instructions had
been given the destroyers and
torpedo boats to attack the
Russian sbig:. Following in-
stretions, t fifth destroyer
flotilla advanced against a Rus-
sian  sbip, upom which the
lecondid! i“ ‘h:d :“:di“n.
centrating its e 4 ug:
‘We are poing to .’fve the last
thrust at them.’

"The Russian ship contigued
to fight, and, see L.the .cE
proaching torpedo ts, _di-
‘rhected te:!t' fire ;pon them';'uli’:&

uoted, our destroyers
forward, the Chitose meantime
continu‘ngiu fire. The torg&-'
do flotilla arrived within
meters of the Russian ship, and
the Shiranus fired the first shot.

Two otlier doshhoh:r fired,
one each. .
ceived two lhellle but lheu:nl::t

boats were not &nmg-ed The
Russian ship was completely

sunk.
*"Sundown saw the battle rag-
OQur shells were

eron i fiercely.

:::‘ ‘,mﬁebnh‘:gmuﬁil': el;tientl telling on the Ras-
seemed to be in good order, | 2A0%. W o tatat of con-
Our ships hoisted the flag of on, mﬂ" t _torv:g:

ac the Mikasa sign ng: MB “u.ll: destroying
" The destiny of our:em re . followed in the wake
depends npon t‘h action, 'Fou of our lﬂe?ﬂd dli:idon.hg.
::‘-ogl.’ te %0 ‘yom ;ligdlhe R%‘:ﬁnbmﬂné
' seemed to .“‘?l‘ill{ thl 'e_,b“‘ . Attac

3
:

Sored’ thale . Desiledt Sensid:
Tbeyn:md prepared re-

nine searchlights, and

frustrated the attacks
ly gave us the location
eel,
later.”

TOLD BY JAPANESE SAILORS,

A number of wounded Japan-
cse sailors have arrived at the
hospital at Maidbur navy yard.
They describe the battle be.
tween the Japasese and Rus-
sian fleets as follows:

t clear-
of the
which bronght sunccess

rough the Tsushima

Channel. At 2:08in the after.
noon we sighted the Russian
fleet. Gradually closing in, we
found the Kniaz Souvaroff lead*
ing the line, with the Borodino,
the Alexander 111, the Orel, the
Osliabia, and the Navarin fol-
lowing, in the order nawmed.
The Nicolai T brought up ‘the
rear. FParallel to t line we
sC five cruisers. fter
them came the special ships

d torpedo-boat d
:Vuc connudo.thitty-tw Eu- passed by

sian ships ip all.

i’;:)u“ri lmi with the battle-
& kasa leading, proceeded
toward the Rnuhni in wvertical

line formation. The Souvaroff|seemed

opened fire first and then sud-
denly tumed, reversing her
simultaneonsly

course. Almost
the Mikasa fire with her
big guns, thus the cortain
hostile fleets gradually

closed in toward cach other, ex-
changing a vigotous fire. The
armored cruiser Asama ap-
proached within 3,000 meters of
the Russian fleet and carefully
observed its action.

“After a short but fierce
fight, the Admiral Oushakofi’s

k was observed to be ablaze
aud the ship left line. By 4:40
in afternoon (he Russian
line was disordered and its fire
slackened. The Borodoni and
Kamtchatka bad been disabled
and soon sank. ¢ Borodoni
coutinued to fire bravely until
the ship was subme .
.“The Japanese cet  con-
tinued to maintain envelopin
positions from sundownm unt
dawn. Sunday morning opened
misty, but the weather soon
cleared and the search for the
rempants of the Russian fleet
was begun. Pive Russian ships
were discovered in the vicinity
of Lisncourt Island, and they
were immediately surronnded,
Oune, supposed to be the Izum-
rad, escaped at full speed.
SURRENDRRS OF¥ LIANCOURT.

"The remainin
no resistance and boisted the
Jlmeu flag over the Russian
colors,

e ———————————————

EVOTED TO THE PROTECTI

un to
1 attacks. Du
L G

SasToNice

Published Twice a Week—T

aund did Qnt—fctuu the fire for st

rd the
fightiog
" Almost if:u;ndhulr after-

waurd a ectile struck my bar-
bette lmoduﬂ 4

insensible. The barbette

was filled with smoke. 1

my way out. Dozens of men
were iying dead or wounded at
cvery turn. When the barbette
was clear I re-entered with the
crew, but only bad time to fite

wrecking
iog eighteen officers and mes.
SBHIP BECAME A SITAMBLES,
“[ crewled on deck to one of
the omtruu. which was sr-
th dead and wounded.

Here | remained for anm bour,

and
abled the steeri r. The
2&. .

mast was
Presently, when fog
worse than a

iummu told me that the
dmiral was wounded and was
being taken to avother ship in a
destroyer, [saw the

esnder oy Pl B
ammuupition, but

none struck ber.

“Al 4 o'clock the Borodiuo
was down by the head. She had
been hulled several times. There
was no hope of saving ber. The
Japanese ships, having suc-
ceeded in btukiu our battle
fm-ua;ion. cmc‘ hilru and
brought every ava e gun to
bur' &ur 'Zg!atlnl":u -md
particular targets. one
the men stationed there
parently alive. 1 volunteered to
g0 up with a lew wen, and the
sight there even in the
the desperate battle was so ter-

uesdays and Pridays.
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rible that it bas haunted me and | 2aval

robbed me of sleep ever since.
The men in the tops had been
hacked 1o pieces by the fre of
the Japauvese. Tbe machine
guos were hopelessly ruined.
“Fire broke out io several
laces, and this added to the
orrors of our already sorely tried
vessel. The fire call sounded,

but so many were dead or Ro}

wounded and the falling projec-
tiles made it so difficult to oper-
ate that there was no chance to
subdue the flames, It was there-
fore resolved to withdraw from
the line of Aghting.

apparently offering to | bee

surrender.

"Capt. Yashiro, comuudina bom

the Asama, started in a sma
boat to ascertain the real intem

tions of the Rnul_;u. when Ad- | after 12

Nebogatoffi lowered a
aud came on board the
Asama, where he formally sur-
rendered. prisoners were
distributed among the Japanese
ships and prize crews were
selected to take on of

captured s,

"Aboutthhlineb:te mdm
A message saying t a port
of our gquadron was hotly engag-

m the minini Russian
e The Asama hastened to
Lhe

miral
bogt

scene of combat and found |
Run

Do e cr.::m Dmitri

goron resisting

the ) attack. ‘The

attem to escape

i e
n a

&: Mouday morn-

g oo By 2 o/

on spanese squ
: learned that

oedorsd #"‘diuwwe d to
to
Miads o

“On the ws of

4
th of
ulvlud.ha{ n.:il c:&t'm
greatly cgmd by the news.”

' SCENES ON BORRODING.
Toge's Pire Turned Shise late

Veritable Shamables.

Tokyo, June 1.—~Asn officer of
the “: in .ut Sasebo,
in describlng his experience,

P
ing for the <nevitable when =
w la of torpedo boats
canie down on us. In five min-
n
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