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CAPITAL 880,000

THE CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK3;

CASTONIA, N. C.

-ae

Accounts of Merchants, Manufaclurers, and
Farmers Invited,

a3

Liberal Dealing along Conservaiive Lines,

b o o

SAVINGS

We Aave added a Savings Department, in which we pay
f per cemi., compounded every three months, JIf you have
not already opened an account in this depariment we snuvite

you lo do so.

OLD SILAS WALL,
THE NEGRO CHAIR-MAKER.

He is the Begisaing and Ead of
a Native Spook Stery.
J.C. M. in Charlotte Obscrver.

Old Silas Wall bottoms chairs
at night and does odd jobs by
day. He bottoms them with the
rivings of white oak, which he
sosks in troughs and tubs until
they become as limber as leather.

But Silas is really the end and
not the heginul? cf the story.
The story started when old Dr.
Hightower first came to the
neighborhood with his wife, a
steam engine and sundry other

roperties. He had been a po-
iceman in Ne: York city; he
was an osteopath, a wmesmerist,
« machinist, and, above all, a
spiritualist. When he died the
chief legacy he left bis wife was
a firm belief in spiritualism.

Long before she went insane,
however, there was a certain rab-
bit that took up under her erib,
He stayed there so long unmo-
lested that be grew very tamne,
and wheun the good old lady went
out to scatter dough to her
chickens, that rabbit would just
as soon as not come over the
yard and miogle and mix with
thew, and he d“ﬂll loved to
bask in the open.. He grew so
bold that he attracted the atten-
tion of the negroes. The moare
they observed him the more they
believed that he was the old
d;actor. He rl:;({l .to sorgl of loo:
of proprietorship m, an
then all kinds of superstitioos
clustered about the place.

Jim Johnson, the best marks-
maun for miles around, took s
shot at that rabbit one day, at a
distance and while the rabbit
was runoing, and missed him.
But Pres eeler,. a one-eyed
negro boy, saw the shot and the
miss, and he went oo up to
Spring Branch church, where
the Auwgus’ dmnﬁin'hw as iln
progress, and to the e
that Jim Johnson bad shot at
the Old Doctor and wmissed him.
It was not long before the story
went that Jim had stood within
ten steps of the rabbit, where he
sat basking and wobbling his
nose, “i'd ad d;le:ot I;:. wh}c::e
supply of cartridges at him; that
there were no sigos of imllel
marks on the ground, and that
the rabbit never budged. There
was, therefore, no longer any
doubt that that bare was the Old
Doctor.

When Mrs. Hightower went
insane, she put oo the white sat-
in dress she had been married in
and sat in her parlor, entertain-
ing the friends of her youth.
Tgu night she thought herself
due at 2 ball in the city. She
set out, escoried by ghosts, to
meet the engagement, and waded
all night long through bogs and

pondp, and was bitten thous-
ands of mosquitoes, which ghe
declared the next day were as

big as bluebirds., In , they
were all gallinippers; the or-
dinary mosquito did pot obtain
that An . They were so
fierce—hold your breath, but it’s
truel—that they would bite you
mugh the eye-holes of your
s, .

Of course the neighborhvod
could not risk amy tnore night-
wandering by the good old lady
and four of us boys volunteered
to keep watch over the premises
the ﬁm‘”‘" night MA prml nt

ong
juniper telephone pole had been

i’mhzo:.m lh.hh“:

guano sacks and a cotton-sheet
apiece, and brought them back
to the log, wrapped ourselves in
the sheets, put the guaoo sacks
on fire, and sat in the smoke. It
was the most horrible smell that
ever arose, but it prevented the
mosquitoes. trouble was
that we soon burut all the sacks
and bad to rely entirely npon the
sheets, Perbaps those mosqui-

toes were providential, for we | berri

might nothave been able to bear
the nervous temsion without
their sensual diversion. To see
a white, ghost-like figure move
about the froot room, penetrated
as it was by wmoonlight, silent,
and to kuvow that -there was a
crazy womau, with that in ber
eyes which no man could trans-
late, uced a feeling foreign
to ordinary cowardice.  Some of
us would not have run from Sul-
livan were scared. We went
gtrlodiclily to her bedroom win-
ow to listen determine if
she was asleep, and wheun it
came Calk’s time to go first,
right at her window within a
foot of ber head, he borst into
the wildest peal of crazy langhb-
ter, It was just a little too much
bis nerves. You are amused

at Calk, but we swore. at him
and were almost as much afraid
of him as of the widow herself,

Anyhow, we got back* on the
telephone Pole. wrapped oor
sheets well about us, aud
watched, I don’'t know what we
sbould have done it Mrs. High.
tower had sallied from the
bouse; I'm afraid we shonld
bave run like turkeys. But she
slept weil and we sat silent un-
til about two o'clock, when we
heard a footfall on the path up
and a certain cough,
“Ahem, hem|”

“That’s old Silas Wall,” said

e body.

“Wm your sheets close,”
said a watcher, “and don't move
aud don't say anything. Let’s
see what Silas will do.”

The four of us deployed out-
selves at eq::tll distances along
the log, loo straight to the
front and waited,

O1d Silas camse bu n:ping
covered with a brush uf of
chairs, on his way home down
to Mah's Jeddy’s place. It will
always be a mystery how he
managed to attach 50 m of
them. He was not looking
bouw “l§ ?b‘o'dybm tow-n'ulbe the’

se. knew iter
than he that the widow was in-
sane and' that the Old Doctor
was camping under the crib.
He softened. his footfalls the
pearer he came, until it got to
be a regular creep, stealthy and

nervous and Not
did he

he opposite t_l.e
loo!?ound. He balted, cut bis
eye Irom en to sy An
bowed.

"

Good ebenin’,” said -he,
doubtfully,

Not 3 word; not a motion;
four shrouded figures in the
hannted moonlight. That, you
kooy, was the rendezvous of

“'Wn'ﬂl" said Silas,
bhe shook those

along,

wa!
chuirs off {lm was explosive, |

He let them fall where they
wotld, He was old aud stiff io
his Lolm. but his runaing
wonld have put Pheldippider to
shame, He took it om, He
struck only once @ bridge abont
ten feet "Whumpl® two

bundredl rlnlu' down the road,
If the Old Doctor, that rab-

bit, had got in the road shead
olfihn. be would have givena
local color to the old yaro by
kickiog the mabbit out of the
way aod exclaimed, “If you
can’t run no faster, .It out er de
nylenht. man ron wut kin
run|®

That is how it happened
that, when the widow was taken

away Lo the asylum and the
bouse and its furniture were left
alone, there needed no locks apd
keys and no other guard than
that rabbit. He may now be
dead or alive; I know wmot; but
his ill repute is active, and will

so for many a year. It is
because of bim that and
weeds grow in the olJ pathway
and the.wlndhl! of hickories
and persimmons in $he yard lie
ungathered. He is as terrible as
an army with banners, J. C. M,

SEVERE WINTER,
SAY WEATHERWISE.

Thick Feliage, Corn Husks and
Plentilu] Crop of Nuts. Berries
and Acerns.

Richmond News leoader.

Persons who are wise in their
knowledge of the weather that
is to come predict that the com-
ing winter will be a severe one,
T are of the wishbone school
of weather prophets, but it is

ble that may be right,

r they base their prediction on
signs which they say have never
failed them io the past,

Then there are wmany llfu
that next winter, unlike last
winter, will be unusually severe.
[u the ﬁnt‘rhce. there are the
thick-leaved bushes in all the
parks and in the surrounding
country. This is said to be na-
ture’s way of providing food for
birds, and a big crop of holly
es mcans a long and scvere

.wiuter. This prediction is sup-

ported by the statement from the
West that the corobusks are
wuch thicker this year thant
have been for a lon

time, while
news comes from t

mountain

section that there will be an en-{d

ormons yield of acorns. beech-
outs, chestnuts and other fruits
of the forest vpon which birds
and beasts depend for food dur-
in§ the winter months.

till another sign of a Jong and
cruel winter is found in the
activity of the barn mice. These
animals have already begun the
work of building their pests and
observers agree that they are
making them this year unusnally
cozy and warm. Last year they
sccemed to give little attention to
the buildi of their winter
homes, bulnﬂ:is year they are not
ouly begiuning to baild them un-
usually early, but are giving
remarkable attention and care to
their construction. All of which
signs points to a severe winter,
aud there are many people ‘who
place as much confidence in
these homely predictions as they
g io the reports of the weather

reau.

The State Text Book Com-
mission will meet November 12
in the office of Governor Gleen
for the purpose of adopting a
North Carolina history, a book
of civics and on pedagogy to be
used in the public schools of
the State. These adoptions
wetre postponed from the meet-
ing a month ago when the other
books of the course of studies
prescribed for the public schools
were adopted

What's Doing Amoug our Neigh-

bors Just Acress the Line.
Yorkville Boauirer,

John Dogan, the negro who
trled the sx.slave peasion
swindle on two old pegroes of
Yorkville last symmer, goes to
the Federal penitentiary in
Atlanta for three years.

Mr. Wiliam J. ngﬂd!ed at
bis bome near Rock Hill last
Wedoesday night, The foneral
Senca oy Bes. o1 o4 She yeat

ence by Rev, W, L, e
the Presbyterian church, The
interment was in Laurelwood
cewetery Thursday afternoon.

Mrs. Martha E, Moore, widow
of the late Solomon R. Moore,
died at the home of her sonm,
Mr. W. T. Moore, in Yorkvi
last Saturday, aged 77 years, §
montbs and io.ﬁan. e Te-
maios weie interred at New
Bethel Raptist church, of which
the deceased bed lopg bLeem »
consistent mewmber.

Drs, J. B. Bowen avd D, 1.,
Shiclder wl o were bound over to
appear before Magistrate Comer
last Saturday on s charge of
violating the dispepsary law,
waived preliminary examination
and the understanding is that

the cases will come up for a|Sa

hearing at the approaching term
of the court of geuneral sessions.
Thos. F. McDow, Haq.
mentingz.q Dri.. Boweun 5
3 o ting Dr.

Mr, Greene Sandifer died in
Rock Hill last Saturday wmorn-

bey |iog at about 5 o'clock. He had

been ill for several wecks and
the end came after a gradual
ecline that covered a period of
about thirty-six thours. He
leaves a widow and two children
and survived by bis mother and
three brothers, John 8., Frank
:?ﬁ'l William Sandifer of York-
e.

Subscribe for the GasTONIA
Gazurre

A Raleigh dispatch of the 23rd
says: The frst case called on
tbs 9th district calendar in the

Supreme Court to-day was State | died

vs. J. B. Mattbews, from Greens-
boro, under sentence for
years in the

itentiary for
ooiaouiurz

his wife who was Miss
Zola Br

of Darham. The
couunsel 7&':"

Guthrie and Guthrie of Dorham
and Stedman and Cooke of
Greensbero. The prinei

ground for the appeal is that

there are no degrees of murder|.

in poisoning in this State and
that if Matthews is guilty the
amnonn erred ri!ir not dﬁndu:zndﬁm

mn and sentencing
the prisoner to be hmﬁ. The
defense set up a denial of the
whole charge and claimed that
if Dr. Matt
crime it was when he was under
the influence of d and ingane
from its effects. ace his conm-
viction and sentence be has
pom e s 0 S

as spent practically

lilll:?:l sanitarinm near Bali.
more where he is
for his dope habit.

by 2

20 | poweriul grasp on

Dr. Matthews arely

ws did commit the | d

being treated |

who conld
m:oh:ﬂhu doum“?u i

do more to sdvance the canse
the

The chief ipdividusl m
Jender in the world was R

xe. Sioce death
world’s chief individual money
er is & womaus,
land Robinson Green.
berited  fortue
to $10,000,000.
e i
wow forly-one
present

by persous

know, at the rate of $2,000,000
or $£3,000,000 a year. Russell
Sage was within three weeks
of vinety years old when he
ied. Mrs., Green’s excellent
health, alert

affairs bid fair to

will
by that time have passed the
hundred million wark.

Hetty Green’s fortune
so.Jarge as that of several

t oil, and _
md beef magnates, but

by ;

bave her i:' the 2

which she wished m

trol, ay certain shiningly

American millionaires
Therefore

done. she is not
30 rich as they. However,

famous financier
looks mach  younger thaa

#nd look in the glass—you will see the effect—

You'can't help

to think of tasting it

-—ttmaku you pucker

By the use of so called cheap Baking
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