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Text “What Think ¥e of Christ"
‘at Unjon Service—A Clear, Logi- |
cal Discourse,

Rev. G. D, Herman, pastor of
Maln Street Methodist church,
preached a'sermon at the union ser-
vice, held Bunday night at the A. R.
P, church, which presented in a
striking, original and logical dis-
course the vital question, “What
Think Ye of Christ.” He was heard
attentively by the congregation,
which showed appreciation of his
clear and concise presentation of a
great subject. We give below the
full text of his sermon:

Matt. 22:42—Our Lord Jesus
Christ claimed to be the only begot-
ten Son of the Eternal Father. Pe-
ter and John and Paul, with the oth-
er apostles and disciples, belleved
Him to be the Incarnate Son of the
Eternal Father, the Christ of prom-
jse and prophecy, the Redeemer and
Saviour of our race. We dare not
ignore the fact that those who knew
Jesus best believed in Him moat.

i. John the Baptist belleved Him
to be “the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the world.” The
opinlion of John ought to count.
When he baptized Jesus, he heard
thut volce from above: *“'This is my
well-beloved Son In whom I am well
tleased.” It was not In keeplng
with either the interests or the
character of this honest John to pro-
pagate a lle.

2. No man ever aaw more of Je-
sus or understood Him better than
St. John the beloved disciple. He
says, that In the Person of Jesus
Christ the eternal Word became
man, and “"dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory—the glory of the
only begotten of the Father."” That
Jesus Christ, the eternal Word, was
with God in the beginning, that all
things were made by Him, and He is
the Fountain of all life and light, of
truth and love.

3. It is admitted on all hands that
Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles,
was one of the most capable men
our race has produced. In depth
and sweep and clearness of Intellect,
in atrength and breadth and wealth
of affections, and Id unconquerable
will and potency of personality this
Paul was the mightiest among the
mighty of all the ages. About sev-
en years after the Cruclifixion, Paul,
whose training and prejudices, and
whose worldy interesta and personal
associations were all against Christ,
had a vision of Jesus on the Damas-
cus Hoad—a vision which changed
him suddenly, radically, and etern-
ally; and ever after this vislon Paul
went up and down in the world pro-
claiming with supernatural energy,
enthusiasm, and conviction that Je-
sus was none other than "God man-
ifested in the flesh" to save men
from sin. He says, this Jesus was
declared to be the Son of God with
power by the resurrection from the
dead.

4. The writer of the Book of He-

" brews, whoever he may have been,

was a man of rare gifts, of full and
accurate knowledge of the Old Tes-
tament, and of luminous insight In’
spiritual things. This writer says,
that In Jesus Christ God was speak-
Ing to our race through His Bon, by
whom he made the worlds; and that
this Son, being the brightness of the
Father's glory and the express Image
of His Person, upholds all things by-
the word of His power. That this
Son by the sacrifice of Himsaell!
purged our sins, and Is now at the
right hand of God the Father, mak-
ing Intercessions for wus, and that
He Is able.and wlilling: to save the
uttermost al] that come to God
through him.

1. But at this time I am not so
much concerned to know what Pe-
ter and John and Psul, with the
other apostles and disciples, thought
of our Lord Jesus Christ as I am to
know what you think of Him. In
view of all the facts, what ought we
to think of Him? Is it possible for
us to be as fully assured of, His DIi-
wine nature as were the early dlsci-
ples, who walked and talked with
Him In the days of His flesh? Is the
eyidence 80 clear and abundant that
we may cast tipon Him.onr sins and
sprrows, and work snd walt In the
calm _assurance of life steranl be-
yond the grave? <
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of Him at all; those who think er-
ronsously about Him, and those who
think correctly about Him. The
man who refuses to consider the
¢lalms of Jesus is nothing short of a
moral monster—he chooses “‘dark-
ness rather than light because hiz
deeds are evil.” The meanest man
on earth Is he who politely declines
to consider the ciaims of Jesus,—
for, If Christ !s the Son of God, the
man who refuses to love and serve
and worship Him Is as ungrateful as
the devil. Such as think erroneous-
ly of Him because of ignorance and
pejudice deserve the sympathy and
help of those who have the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God In
the face of Jesus Christ. Every
man who would know (the truth,
and attain the highest life, and the
best experience will examine the
clalms of Jesus with that moral
anxlety that these clalms demand—
and he will never reject these
claims until something better is of-
fered. If Christ i3 not the best that
Heaven has offered a world in sin
and sorrow, them there is no guilt
In rejecting the claims of Jesus.

4. Every man who does any real
thinking about Christ is compelled
to think one of three things: Christ
was insane; Christ was an lmposter,
or Christ was the Son of God. All
of our thinking about Christ will
¢ome to one of these propositions in
the end. If Christ was insane, 1
want to know it. If Christ was an
imposter, I must know It; and Iif He
was In very truth the Son of God, I
cannot afford to be ignorant of, o1
indifferent to, the momentous fact.

1. CHRIST NOT INSANE.

We may konow that Christ was not
insane by what He said. A man's
words wlill soon reveal the measure
of his sanity or his insanity., The
g2rmons and parables and conversa-
tions of Christ reveal the highest
manifestations of sanity. Jesus
Christ was the greatest logician the
world ever gaw. Socrates, Plato,
Aquinas, Butler, Hamilton, Watson,
and Fairbairn are but dwarfs when
compared to Jesus Christ In bal-
ance and vigor and vision of intel-
lect. The greatest of mere human
intellects sometimes become illogi
cal an irrelevant, But Christ never
uttered an irrelevant word or an il-
logical sentence. He constantly gave
expression to the highest moral and
spiritual truths without. effort.
Truth was natura] to Him. Hig
mwind dwelt in the sunlight of truth.
Hence, He was never confused, nev-
er contradicted Himself, was never
entrapt in His words by his keen
enemies, was never surprised, never
agitated, and never excited. He
knew al] the truth. The highest and
most inspiring truths came from Je-
sus. Now, [t 1is Impossible for a
man of common sense to belleve for
a moment that the most lumlnoue
and Inspiring truths the world
knows were the product of insanity.
Only a fool of the first mignitude
can think and speak ol Jesus as In-
sane.

II—CHRIST NOT AN IMPOSTHR.

That the Christ of the Gospelr
was not an lmposter we may know
from the fact that there were none
of the marks of an imposter. about
him. The ear-marks of every im-
poster since .the world began, have
been one or more of the following:
An Inordinate desire for human ap-
plause; an excessive greed and love
of money; an over-bearing and in-
tolerant pride and conceit, and a

€| seifish love of worldly ease and com-

fort. Every imposter, whether in
politics, business or religion, hae
- had one or more or all these marks.
But Jesus Christ had none of them.

|1 He cared not for the praise of the

world. He asctually ran away from
popularity. He steadfastly refused
all worldly honor. He was unmoved
by popular opinion. He spoke the
truth at the risk of losing his best
friends. He sought omnly the honor
that eomes from God. . He. cared not
for money.. He was poorest among

the poor. He never used His tre-
mendous powers for Himself. He
sought nothing for Himself. He

‘was' poor ‘from choice. i

jauHis humility was amazing to men
and.angals and devils. He actpally
waghed, the disciples’ feet whila they
were disputing who among them
should be the greatest. He became
‘" servant of sérvants. He resented
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die for His enemies. While dying he
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world is divided Into three distinot
classes: Those who refuse to think

nd | man and His
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|'oruel Cross, and then mocked Him,
Never since the world began has an

Christ an Imposter,
III.—CHRIST THE BON OF GOD,
If Christ was not insane, and If
He was not an Imposter; then He
was what He claimd to be—the
eternal Son of God the Father Al-
mighty, come to our world to re-
deem and save men from their sins.
Now, that the Christ of the Gospels
was In very truth the only begotten
Son of God may be knowa beyond
reasonable doubt. There are four ev-
erpresent witnesses that men of com-
mon sense have always regarded as
infallible, because they have never
deceived any man. I shall now In-
troduce these witnesses, and let you
hear for yourself. These witnesses

are notable characters. They are
IProphacy. Providence, History and
Experience. You must admit no

court ever had more nonorable wit-
nesses,
I.—PROPHECY.

Bo far as It relates to the value of
this argument, It matters not wheth-
er you regard prophecy as the pro-
duct of the imspliration of the Holy
Spirit, or as the highest aspirations
and iedals of the good men of old, or
gimply as the embodiment of the
falth and traditions of the Jewish
nation: One fact remains beyond
dispute—that In Jesus Christ these
sublime prophesies were perfectly
realized and fulfilled in their most
exalted conceptions as well as in
their minutest details, and in no
other person have they been so ful-
filled. It is a most remarkable and
suggestive fact, well-known to Bible
students, that Jesus Christ lived and
died with the abiding consclousness
and conviction that In Himself was
being consumated the hopes and as-
pirations, the predictions and ideals
of Old Testament prophecy. He
recognized Himsell as gent from God
to fulfill that which was written.
We must account for this unique
consciousness In Jesus; and it can-
not be accounted for on naturalis-
tic princciples—else all men would
have been possessed of this same
conscliousness. Reason, the highest
reason, teaches that such a con-
sciousness as Jesus had in relation
to Old Testament prophecy must
correspond to fact. Thus it i8 that
the voice of Prophecy bears testi-
mony to our Lord Jesus—and testi-
mony to Jesus of the most substan-
tial kind; because the unique con-
sclousness of Jesus and the voice of
‘Prophecy were one in ideal and in
realization.

II.—PROVIDENCE.

All the world, Christlan and Pa-
gan, with the exception of a few
atheists and materialists, belleves in
the gulding hand of a Wisdom and
Power known as Providence. Their
notions may be vague, confused, and
indefinite, but men are forced to be-
live in a Power and Wisdom, which,
in spite of human frailitles, follies,
and sins, shapes the destiny of our
race to moral ends. Men are led to
believe that all the Immeasurable
forces of the universe, visible and
invisible, natural and supernatural,
in all their tremendous sweep and
mysterlous Intricacy, somehow tend
to lift man out of darkness and sin
into the light of Divine love and
trust, and into harmony with the
Divine government. “The world
rolls out of darkness into light, “and
men belleve it will soon be ‘“day
break every where,” because of this
Providence.

Now the amazing fact to which I
call attention is this: Since Jesus
came and taught men not one addi-
tional ray of moral and spiritual
light hag come to our race. Since
Christ and His apostles .taught, the
world has made marvelous progress
in every thing except the knowledge
of God. New discoveries and new
inventions without numbers; prog-
ress in the arts, progress In the sci-
ences, progress in philosophy,, prog-
ress in government, progress
growth, development In every de-
partment of thought and action but
the knowledge of God and the eter-
nal beyond. Jesus sald the full and
final word about religion ,becatise He
was what He clalmed to be—the true
Light, the Light of the world, the
Light of life. Every man who would
know God mast go back to Jesus
Christ. ‘The Sun being now risen,
there can be no other light. Provi-
dence has given plmtnll witn
3muthn8¢n¢:ﬁdmunu1§n
light of life has never been found
but In the Person sad Teaching and
Cross of Christ. ‘The Cross is that
amazing manifestation of the Divine
Being in His mnﬂo love l'or

In spite. of . ‘IMM"
the Cross. of Christ Iy now tbe moral

|and spiritual center of our world,~
| and, perhiaps, of sll worlds. ]
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1L—HISTORY.
History ' is God teaching by exam-
ple. History is Providence In ac-

; of Jesus ulus the nations.
| tory is the wvisible results of Invists

derile|

His-

ble forces. It cannot be Successful- |
ly denled, that the nations which
have honored Christ bhave been the
happy, prosperous, and powerful na-
tlons.  Political llberty has only
succeeded where the Gospel has per-
meated the masses, Every natlon
that opposed Christ ls either dead or
dying. The Gospel has never falled
to give security, stabllity, and poten-
cy to the nations which have accept-
ed It. It purifies and exalts soclety,
It has produced the best type of
manhood and womanhood. It has
renewed the very face of nature
among the heathen, and changed
rude savages into sons of God, The
Gospe] has always niade Individuals
and natlons strong and happy, and
the highest civilizatlons have orly
come a8 the Gospel has been accept-
ed. Where ia the fool so bold and
shameless a8 to declare that the best
things have come to the world as the
result of preaching and believing a
lle? The frults of the Gospel indi-
cate the claims of Jesus. 8o potent
has been the influence of Christ In
human history, that He has changed
the world's date line. The green-
eyed, scoffing, unbeliever may sneer
at Christ, but he can't transfer a

{ YANDY rcrfeo-
C tion for 25
years has been ex-
Pressqd by the
name “Nunnally’s”
on boxes of bon-
bons and choco-
lates. Itis grlt-edged
security for su-
preme quality and
perfect assortment.

comes to you fresh
and delicious be-
cause we receive
express shipments
almost daily.

J. H. Kennedy & Co.

THE WHITE FRONT DRUG STORE

PHONE 84,

foot of land, he can't write a love
letter to his sweet-heart, nor can he
inscribe an epitaph on his mother’s
gravesione without paying unwil-
ling homage to the influence of Je-
sus. He must write A. D. 1910—
the year of our Lord. Jesus the

HOW TO CURE RHEUMATISM.
The cause of Rheumatism and

kindred diseases is an excess of url.c
acid In the blood.
rible disease this acid must be ex-
pelled.

To cure this ter-

Rheumatism {8 an {internal

erucified has changed the world's
} disease and requires an internal
reckoning point. He was crucified
as a degraded criminal. If He was ramedy. Rubbing with Olls and
b i Liniments will not cure, and af-

not the Son of God, how does it hap-
pen that some other criminal has not
changed the world's date llne, In-
serted His name on the world's
great monuments and cathedrals,
and written his pame in all the
great books for nearly two thousand
year? The volce of history is that of
the centurion: *“Truly this was the
Son of God."
IV.—EXPERIENCE.

Experience is the subjective con-
sciousness of objective reality. Ex-
perience |s what takes place in a
man’s own soul. Now, some of the
most potent facts in the universe lie
in the realms of consclousness.
Many of the most rea] things are in-
visible. Spiritua] realities can only
be fully known in consclousness.
Experience is the highest, the final,
and the infallible test of the claims

gets at the joints from the
sweeps the poisons out of the system,

fords only temporary rellef at best.

Sclence has at last discovered a

perfect and complete cure, which lg
called
hundreds of cases,

“Rheumacide.”” Tested Iin
it has effected
the most marvelous cures; we be-
lieve #t will cure you. Rheumacide
inside,

regulates the liver apd kidneys and
makes you well all over. Rheuma-

clde strikes the roots of the disease
and removes its cause.

This splen-
did remedy Is sold by druggists and

dealers generally at 50c and §1 a
bottle.

In tablet form at 25¢ and
50¢c a package. 'Trial bottle of tab-
lets by mall on receipt of price 25c.
Booklet free. Write to Bobbitt

Chemica] Co., Baltimore, Md. For
sale In Gastonia by Adams Drug Co.

of Jesus. When a sou] has light it e =
knows it. When a soul has love, It | Valdez, Alaska, to the depth of fif-
knows It. When a soul has joy, It | ty-eight feet by actual measure-
knows it. When a soul has pardon, ment.

ft*knows It. “He that hath the Son

hath the witness in himself."”

Milliong of men and women, bur-
dened with sin and gulilt, have gone
to Christ In penitent faith and pray-
er, and have suddenly obtalned the
evidence In their own consclouness
that God through Christ had par-
doned their sins, and made them
new creatures,

John Wesley is not the only man
who felt his heart strangely warmed
when he trusted Christ alone for
salvation.

Paul {8 mot the only man who
could say: “I know Iin whom I
have belleved.”

Jesus sald that He came to save
men from sin; and it I8 a glorious
fact a great multitucde, which no
man can number, have washed thelr
robes and made them white In the
blood of the Lamb, and have lived
soberly and righteously and godly
in this present world. 7There are
those In this audience who know
from experlence that Jesus 13 the
Christ, because He has saved them
from their sins.

Judge C. M. Cook, who held court
at Kinston last week, made it hot

for the blind tigers. He Imposed
fines on a number of them ranging
from $50 to $1,000.
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TRY THIS FOR CATARRH,
Get 2 Hyomel (pronounced High-
o-me) outfit today.
» Pour & few. drops from the bottle
into the Inhaler that comes with
éach outfit, and breathe It In 4 or 6
times a day.
. Immediately you will know that
Hyomel soothes and heals the In-
flamed and irritated membrane.
X t - Hyomel does' more than
soothe and heal, it kills the germs,
those persevering pests, that ‘sre at |
the root of all catarrhal comditions.
“Last year I suffered ferribly with
catarrh. 1 used one. bottle of Hyo-
mel and my catarrh was better.”—
Miss Helén McNalr, Loyalton, Cal.
A complete Hyome! outfit, includ-
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Groceries, Produce, Dry Goods, Etc.
We carry the best linés of Flour, Coffeé, Cakined Gdods,
Ete. and will sell as cheap for c.uh, according to qlnllty.
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Winston-Salem is preparing for a

tuberculosis exhibit to be held some

time in June,
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Gaston County, *
Having qualified as Executors ¢

the estate of L. D. Johnson, dec £4.

ed, late of Gaston county, N. C., {
Is
claims agalnst the estate of the
deceased to exhibit them to 8.
Johnaon at Charlotte, N. ,C.. or
attorney, J. D, McCall at Char
N. C,, on or before the
1st Day of May, 1911,
or this notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery.
debted to the sald estate will plq
make immedlate payment,
This the 23rd day of April, 191&
8. H. JOHNBON, -
E. B. JOHNSON,
June 10 ¢ 6 w Executors.

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE.
CERTIFICATE OF DISSOLUTION.
To All to Whom Thege Presents May

Come—(QGreeting:

‘Whereas, It appears to my satis-
faction, by duly authenticated rec-
ord of the proceedings for the vol-
untary dissolution thereof by the
unanimous consent of all the stock-
holders, deposited In my office, that
the J, M, S8huford Company, a cor-
poration of this State, whose prinel-
pal office is situated in the town of
Dallus, County of Gaston, State of
North Carolina (J. M. Bhuford being
the agent therein and in charge
thereof, upon whom process may ba
served), has complied with the re-
quirements of Chapter 21, Revisal of
1905, entitled '“Corporations,’” pre-
liminary to the Issuing of this cer-
tificate of Dissolution:

Now, Therefore, I, J. Bryan
Grimes, Secretary of State of the
State of North Carolina, do hereby
certify that the sald corporation did,
on the 2nd day of May, 1910, flle in
my office a duly executed and attest-
ed consent In writing to the dissolu-
tion of sald corporation, executed by
all the stockholders thereof, which
sald consent and the record of the
proceedings aforesald ara unw on
file In my sald office an pruvided by
law.

In Testimony Whereof, I have
hereto set my nand and dffixed my
official seal, at Raleigh, this 2nd day
of May, A, D. 1910.

J. BLYAN GRIMES,
Secretary of State.

Filed and recorded In Record ef
Incorporations No. 2 at page 25, this
4th day of May, 1910.

C. C. CORNWELL,
Clerk Buperior Court
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