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IPPLY 7 srove-h pext time you need a new
sustcr oo ont. Cet them made RIGHT

and s'up fooliv with experiments. The
" wrioiing Co. of New York
end Ch ‘r170 Save 23 mammoth floors
(bigger than i'.e famous Flatiron Building,
New York) and =}l Ce roied te the making of high quality
made-to-mezasure  oihes. Every cuit is guaranteed to be
Right and if it is:'t i 0t yeu have no Right to take it.

Look over the new cll-wool saminles.  You will be aston-
ished at their Ecauty o2 Quality and you'll be surprised

at the Lowness of the Prices.

Full line of Fall Styles and the Newest
~ Fabrics Now on Display. Call and see samples
and let me take your measure for that Fall Suit.

R. T. PADGETT

: Phone 222.

_Queer;_ Clty :
Granite & Marble Works

CHARLES FORD, Gastonia Agent
A Marble or Granite which shows lettering well is what you need
for a memorial. Our fine grained American Light Marble or our Winns-
boro Blue Granite will give you very durable, handsome mum.unenu and

distinct inscriptions.

Large stock on hand at our works. Call and see them. Take the

Dilworth SBtreet Cars. Phone 1618,

Boulevard & Palmer Streets, Charlotte, N. C.
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L7724

LIRS

can be laid without fuss or bother right over the old wood shingles, changing the
top of your building instantly from a fire catcher to A FIREPROOF ROOF that
will last as long as the building itself and ne er needs repairs.

For further detailed information, prices, etc,, apply to

LONG BROTHERS

Exclusive Agents . - Gastonia, N. C.
Ep— ———
Have You a

BOY OR GIRL

Going away to school or college? If so you couldn’t please
them better than to send them THE GAZETTE while they
are away. One dollar will carry it to them twice a week
for dight months and will send along a nice 25 cent vest
dictionary also. You couldn’t spend a dollar in any
way that would furnish them as much pleasure. It
ﬂhdnmputedon what's going on back home. Do
thstoday. .. .. o~ 0oL s s A
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‘ - Subscribe for The Gazette. $1.50a Year

ev.
lotte, has been appolinted pastor of
the Central WMethodist church at
Shelby to suocceed Rev. C, F. Bher-
rill, who recemtly resigned on account f
of throat trouble and has moved to
Charlotte to engage In the Insurance [
buainess. l
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Stowaway

By LOUIS TRACY,
Autbor of the “Pillar of Light,” “The
Wiags of the Morning” and “The
Captain of the Kansas.”

Coppright, 1909, by Edward J. Clode

SYNOPSIS.

CHAPTER I—Overhearing a con-
spiracy between her uncle and the
captain of his sghip to sink the vessel
and collect Insurauce, Iris Yorke se-
cretes hersell aboard the Adromeda
Just before it sails for southern seas.
Her uncle, who i8 her guardian and
has commanded her to wed old Dick-
ey Bulmer, thinks she has run away
to avoid the distasteful marrlage.
II—Philip Hozier, young and hand-
some second officer of the Andrmeda,
discovers Miss Yorke aboard. II11—
Irie tells Hozier of the plot to sink
the vessel, and he keeps watch on
Captain Coke. Mysterious defect in
the steering gear discovered, caus-
Ing the ship to veer from her course,
Coke treats the matter lightly. IV
While putting into a harbor at an
unknown island the Andromeda sud-
denly Is shelled by a mysterlous foe
on shore. V—E8hots wreck ship.
Hozier is wounded and his life saved
by Iris. VI—Survivors are hauled
up on a ¢liff by ropes let down by a
party of refugees, the leader proving
to be Dom Corria de Sylva, deposed
president of Brazil. ,
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CHAPTER VIII,
CHUSS PUHPOSES.

HOUGH iris gave such warlike
culusel, It wourl be doing ber
& grave 1ujustice 1o aRKOme (Dt |
ber geotle disposition  wus
chapged ODecsuse of the duy s soffer- |
Ings.  T'be erstwblle Hgnt  Denrted
schoolgirt aud yournfu mIStress of
ber gucie’'s Douse Dud been subjected |
o dynamie ubueuces. LI'bhe ordeal
througn which sbe nnd passed. up-
scatbed bodlly, but seared 0 Spirit,
had reft ber strung (o & tense pirch.

Uf course in [his present clash of
emotious Iris Itile npderstood what
ber advice really weant. She was up-
peallug 0 beaven rather than to the
forve of arms.

Oddly ewough, the only professional
soldier present condemned ber project
rouudly when It wus (nooted.

“lo leaviug the 1siaud toplght you
are acring oo an assumprion,” protest-
ed Captaiv San Heuavides to bis chief.
*You cannot ve sure that the Andros-
¥-Mela will pot appear. I'he arrange-
ment ia that she ia to send a boat bere
soou after midolght, yet If this mad
scheme of ap attack ou armed trouvps
by ouarmed men I8 perristed In we
must begin to ferry to the isiand loug
before that nour. Ino all probabllity we
sball be discovered at ouce. Al the
very momeut that our friends are
eagerly awuitlng us on board the ship
We may be iylug dead on the isiand.
The otion Is preposterous. He guided
by me, Dom Corria, aud decliue to
have anything to do with It Hetter
still, let tbese Englisb boors promise
to forget that we are allve. ‘I'ben Mar
cel can gulde them to the landing
place, where they will be shot speed-
ily apd comfortably. ‘Ihere I8 no
sense In sacrificing the girl, Nhe must
be kept bere on some pretext”

The ex-president took thought before
be answered.

“l tear we must fall in with our
allles’ views, faote de mleux. You
and | have to leud a beadstrong army,
That little Hercules of a commaunder
is stubborn as & mule—a mule that bas
the strength and courage of a wild
boar. The younger man thinks only of
the girl’s safety. He, at least. will not
conseut to leave her. Hoth, backed by
their crew, will not scruple to sacrifice
us If their Interests point that way.
Trust we to rwist them into the course
that sball beat serve our own needs. |
&m now going to rell them that you ap-
prove of their pian.”

The long day wore slowly. The beat
was Intense. Evep the hardened sall-
ors soon found that If the atmosphere
of the cavern were to remaln endura.
ble they might not smoke. Bo pipes
were extingulsbed,

Unbapplly Iris answered in French
some simple guery of the dapper off-
cer's. Thenceforth, to hér great be-
wilderment and Hozler's manifest an-

she expressed a longing for sieep.

When she awoke the ravine was in
shadow and the InteMor of the cave
was dark. Her first conscious sensa-
tion was that of almost intolerable
thirst. Nevertheless she cried Involus-

ina ed fashion at this maliclons
humor of fortune.
Hogler, who bad aroused

“If there is no hitch in
he mald, “we should be
withis five hours. We

thing thought out as far as majy be
in view of the unknown. Al any rate,
Miss Yorke If we succeed In getting
you safely ashore you personally will
have but wslight cause for further
anziety. The proposal is rbut Marvel
shall tnke you at onve to the hut of
an old convict whDom De CHD Lrust”—

“A coovict! she gusped.

“The popuintion of Fernando No-
ronha Is aimost entirely made of con-
victs and soidiers,” be expiniued.

“But am | o pe left there nione?

“What eise 18 there to be doner Yoo
canpot joln In the attnck oo a fort,
and that offers our only cbhance, It
would seem  Granied un efective anr-
prise, we may carry L I'new your
guardinn will bring you to us."”

“What i1 you tull?

“We must oot fail™ he sald qnletly

“Plenne do pot Dide LDe niterputive
from we '’ sbhe pledded. | Dave en-
dured so mueh”

“Weil, don't you see this man- who,
by the wuy, 18 marmed apd bas a
dangnter, aged fourieeu— will, I ueces
BAry, revesl your presenuce (o the guv-
ernor. Hy that thine, say 10 a day or
two, the excitement will have died
down. the vews ol your escape will be
cabled to Kugiaud, you will pe senf to
the const on (he government steamer,
and you can travel Dowe DY tDe pext
mall."”

*“I'bat sounds very simple—and Enro-
pean,” she siid, apd (De patbDelc sur-
casm wuas uol o8t on DIM.

Hozier was aeputed to obtain the
girl's consent to the proposal ne hbud
alresdy put before ter. He feared that
ghe would refuse compllunce, for bpe
understood Der tine lewper better than
the otvers. He was a young man—one
but littie versed In the ways of women
—=yet some nstinet warned bl that
there wurn a opobulty I Lris Yorke's
nuture that nugnt set ‘seif at naugbt
and orge her (o sbhare her companions’
lot even though certnin death were the
outroie

I'ney passed together through the
cavern. Wulls souna asieep, was 1y
ing there. ‘I'ne majority of the men
were seated on the rocks wilbout or
lonoging neur the entrance. ‘Lhey were
smokiug oow freely, the only stipula-
tlon being that matches were not to
be struck In the open,

There was wo hiding the desperate
character of the coming adventure
The Andromeda’s crew did not attempt
to minimize It. 'I'he choice offered lay
only In the manner of their death. As
to the prospect of ultimate escape, they
hardly gave It a thought. Some among
them had served Io the armies of Eu-
rope, and they at least were ander no
deluslon concerning the issue of ap at-

~ tack on a fort by less than a score of
| unarmed mep—seventeen., to be exact
. slnce two of the ship’s company were

80 malmed Dy the bursting of the shell

' on the forecastie as to be practically

helplesa. It was by the rarest good

fortune that they were able to walk.
Iris smiled at them in ber frank way.
“l bope you will all be spared to

ship on a new Andromeda.” she sald

e

“WILL THE SOLDIERS THROW OUR DEAD
BODIES INTO THE BEAF"

No sooner bad the words left her lips
thau the thought came unbidden, “If
my uocle and Captain Coke wished the
ship to be thrown away, nothing could
bhave better suited their purposes than
this tragic error.”

For the instant the unforeseen out-
come of that Sunday afternoon’'s plot-
ting in the peaceful garden of Linden
House beid ber tmagination. She re
calied each syllable of I, and there
throbbed In ber brain the hitberto un-
dreamed of possibllity that Coke had
brought the Andromeda to WFernando
Norooha in pursuance of his thieviab
project.

At once she whispered to Hoszier:

“ls there any one on the path be-
low?r

“No,” be sald. *“The Brazillans are
with Coke at tbe top of the gully.”

“Is it safe for us to go the other
way ™

*1 think so. But you must be care-
fal not-to siip.”

She caughbt bls arm, little knowing
the thrill ber clasp sent through bis
frame. This simple gesture of ber
conlidence was bittersweet. He reso-
lutely closed his eyes to the knowledge
that this might be thelr last talk.

They climbed down. Neither spoke

were the funned and ot
debris of the Andromeda. T'be biac
bull was pilainly visible beneath the
surface

“If we follow the others, will the

.soldlers throw our dead bodles Into

the sea? she asked.
*“1 want you to befleve that you will

be abanlutely safe If we eacape belng
discovered durieg the crossing of the
ourrow #trip of water that separates
this rock from the wand,” ne bastened
to say. ““T'bhat is your voly risk, aod it
Is 8 Ught ove Heudbor de Nyiva is sure
that the troops will Dol kKeep the keen-
eal lovkoot tunight. Toey are stlll con-
vinced that tbe losurgeot steawer Is
sunk. Uur cbief dunger will dute from
tomorrow's dawn. Marcel repurts that
A aystematic search of the Islund wus
begun today. It will be continved to-
MOrrow. but ob new lnes, bectuse by
that tlwe they will buve learned the
truth. ‘I'ne Aodros y-Mela s not Iying
o pleces at the fuot of this rock. the
president bas not escaped, and every
practicable lucb of Feronodo Norooba
and e ad)acent islands will be scour
ed In the bope of Hodiug bim. At trat
slght that looks llke belug 10 our favor
o rennty It meaus the end I we are
discovered nere, 1'be soldiers will shoot
first and Inquire afterwurd, | buve pot
the siigbtest doubt but that pienty of
evidence will pe forthcoming thnt we
were s set of desperudoes wbo oud un-
lawtuily Interfered 1o the afiairs of a
foreign state.”

*l want to do that which is for the
good of all" sbe said at ength. “Do
You ask me 0 go Lo thim coonvicer's
bouse, Mr. Hozler ¥

“l arge It on yon with the utmost
conviction. Wirh you off our bunds
we can sact freely. We mnast deliver
an attack tonight. God In neaven, you
capnot think that we would vXpose you
to the perils of u despernte Hght!™

His sudden outburst wis unexpected,
eveu by vlmselt  He trembied ID an
agony of passion.  Iris pisced a timid
hand on bis shoulder,

1 will go.” she whispered. *“‘Please
do not nhe distressed on my acconnt. |
brougnt you nere ool to disenss my
own fute, but yours, 'These Bruziliuns
will not scrupie to make use of yoo
and then throw you aside If It suis
thelr purpose. ‘That man De Syiva
does not enre how be artalos power,
and | know that bhe and the offiver en
tertain some piup which they bhave not
reveaied to you."

“You—know!

“Yes. | wuderstand a little of their
Iangunge | pave a mere glimpse of
Its sense, as one sees 4 lWpdscape
througn a mist. When D+ Syiva toid
yYou today thut San Hewunvides was
with you beart and soul, e was Iying
There were thiugs sald sabout a shbip
and miduight apd a post | walched
the othicer's face. He was wholly op-
posed to the landing tomght. My ming
18 vot s0 vague pow. | think | can
grasp his meaning. Was It not to-
nigbt that the Andros-y-Mela was (o
appear?”

“‘ H.' a

“Well, may they not hope secretly
that she wili keep to the tixed nour?
Once you aud | and the others are
on the island and an alarm 18 given
the Hrazillaps could slip away unno-
ticed. Yes, that i1s It | do mot trust
them any more than | trusted Captain
Coke Don't yon realize that he
broughbt the Andromeda to this piace
in order to wreck ber more easlly? It
WAas 0 supply a pretext for the visit
that he made undrinkable the water
in the ship's tapka."”

Thbat appealing band still rested on
Pbilip's shoulder. I8 touch sffected
him profoundly. With a Iigbtuing dart
of memory nhis thoughts went back to
the moment wheu she lay, inert and
half fajuring. ID Di8 arms on the bridge.
after be bnd taken ber from the laz-
arette But ne controlled his voice
sufficiently to say:

“You may be right. Indeed, | know
you are rignt so far as Coke s con-
cerned. When | went aft to find out
if one of the boats could not be cleared
I noticed that a steering gear box had
been pried opeu again. | bad time
for only a second’'s glance, but | was
sure the damage bad oot been done by
a bullet. Bo the Andromeda was doom-
ed to be iost, no marter what hap-
mu’*u

“Coke will stand by the rest of us
in our struggie for life, at any rate.
But the Brazillans”—

“Have no fear of them. I, too, have
watched S8an Benavides. | don't like
the fellow and wouldn't place an ounce
of faith In him, but De Sylva has
brains, and be knows well enough that
no ship from Brazll will come to Fer
nando Noronba in his bebalf. In fact,
he dreads a visit by a government ves-
sel, in which event our frall chance of
seizing that launch”—

8he felt rather than saw that he had
suddenly grown rigid. His right arm
flew out and drew ber to him.

“Sh-s#-b" be breathed and pulled
her behind a rock. Her woman's heart
yielded to dread of the unseen. It
pulsed violently, and she was tempted
to scream. De-
spite his warning
she must at least
bave whispered a
question. but her
ears caught &
sound to which
they were now
well accustomed
The lght chug-
chug of an engine
and the fapping
of a propeller
came up to them
from the sea., The
steam launch was
approaching. Per-
baps they bhad
been seen al-
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R E. E. Willlamson, of Char- , bardy sustenance from the crumbling

rock. He vemtured to thrust bis bead
through this wereen, following Domin-
£0's example sume bourd earller. Al
most direetly beneath bis eager glance
found the littie veuser, She was foat-
ing past with the current. He peered
down uD to ber deck as If from the
top of & masL. A few clgarette smok-
ing officers were grouped (o ber bows,
Appareutly they were wore interested
In the remnlns of the Andromeda than
in the naturai fortress overbead. Clus-
tered round the butch were sume twen-
ty soldlers, aino swoking

Ope of (be otficers polnted to the-
ledge. He was excited and empbatic,
The manp al the -wbheel growied an
order, and the engiue sturted agaln,
Tbough Hozler kuew put wbal was
sald, the wiguilicsnce of this pauto-
mime was pol lost on bim, ‘A'be local
pliot wus alfruld of these (reacherous
waters In tbe dark, vul pext day
Frade do Frances (which 18 the sland-
ers’ pame for the Urdude-pere rock)
would surely be expiored Uf a laoding
could be mude

Away bustied the lanoch, but Hozler
did pot move unul there was no risk
of bis gure being silbouetied agaiust
the sky. Kveu tbeu be wormed Ois
Way backward with siow caution. Iris
Was croucbed whbere be bad left ber,
wide eyed, motioniess,

“Goud Job we came bere” he sald.
“It I8 evident they mean to maintain
& patrol uptil there w pews of De
Bylva one way or the other. It will
be Interesting vow to hear what the
gallant Sau Beuavides says. If any
ship comes to kernundo Noronba to-
night sbe will be seen from the is-
land ioog before auy signal Is visible
at this polpL”

“Do you think the others saw the
launch? sbe usked.

“No—upot uniess some of fhe men
Btrayed dowu the gully, which they
were told wot to do. The breakers
would drowu the noise of Lhe engines
and screw.”

There was a slight pause.

“Will you tell them?” she went on.

“Why not?

This time the pause was more elo-
quent than words Qulite unconscious-
Iy Iris replied to her own question.

“Of course, as you said a little while
Ago, we owe our lves to Dom Corrla
de Sylva,” she wmurmured, as if she
were reasoning with berself.

By chance, probably because Hozler
stooped to belp her to her feet, his arm
rested lightly across ber shoulders.

“l will nut pretend to misunderstand
you,” he sald. *“If the Brazlllans do
Dot mean o play the game it would be
a just punishment to let them rush on
their own doom. Bot De Sylva may
Dot agree with this fop of an officer,
and, In any event, we must go straight
with bftn until he shows nis teeth.”

“You seem to dislike Captain San
Benavides,” she sald inconsequently.

“l regard him as a bralnless ass” he
exclaimed.

“Bomenow that sounds like a descrip-
tion of a dead donkey, which one pnever
sees.””

“Mademolselle!” came a voice from
the lip of the ravine,

“Une can hear him, though.” laughed
Hozier, with a warning pressure that
suspiciously resembled a hug. These
two were chlidren In some respects,
quicker to jest than to grieve, better
fitted for mirth than tragedy.

They moved out from their niche,
and Ban Benavidea blustered into ve-
hement French.

“We are going to the landing place
before it is too dark," he muttered an-
grily. *We must not show a light. In
a few minutes the path will be most
dangerous. Please make haste, made-
moisellee. We did not know where yon
bad gone,”

He took ber hand. Philip followed.
He was young enough to long for an
opportunity to tell 8an Benavides that
be was a puppy, & mongrel puppy.

After a really ditficult and hazardous
descent they found the others awaiting
them in a rock shrouded cove. ‘Tbe
bareat standing room was afforded by
a patch of shingle and detritus. Along-
side a flat stone lay three broad planks
tied togetber with cowhide. 'I'be cen-
ter plank was turned up at ope end.
This was the catamaran, which De
Sylva bad dignified by the name of
boat.

“W'ere 'ave you bin?" growled Coke.

" “We've lost a good ten minnits. You

ought to 'ave known, Hozler, that it's
darkest just after sunset!

“We could not have started sooner,
sir.”

“W'y not? We were kep’ waltin’ up
there, searchin’ for you.”

“That was our best slice of luck to-
day. Had any of you appeared on the
ledge you would have been seen from
the launch.”

“Wot launch?

“The launch that visited us this
morning. Ten minates ago she was
standlog by at the foot of the rock.”

Philip spoke siowly and clearly. He
meant his news to strike home. As
ke anticipated, De Sylva broke in

“You saw It7" he asked, and his
deep voice vibrated with dismay.

“Yes. | even made out. by actions
rather than words, that the darkness
alone prevented the soldiers from com-
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