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Corresnondence of The Gazette.
IOWELL., Feb, 8.—There were
two funerals here yesterday, botn
those of infants. One wag the four-

months-old child of Mr. and Mrs.
Jegss Baurom, the other the 17-
- months-old child of Mr. and Mrs.

Sam Allen.

The boys from St, Mary's OCnllege
are having a picnic at Spencer Moun-
tain, near here today.—Mrs. I L.
Thompson was taken to the Presby-
terfan Hospital at Charlot»  Tres-
day where she underwent an apoera-
tion. She I8 reported as getlLE
along nicely.

Considerahle cottan Is being yin-
ned here this week by IHarrison &
Ellington. It is also being sold for
ten cents. Mr. S M. Robinson
bought over K0 hales last Saturiday
for the T owell mills. —Mr, 1. & Ad-
ams is able to be out after an lIiness
of 2 weeks.—The youngest child of
Mr. Kelly Lewis wnas prefty badly
scalded Tuesday.—Mr., Honeyentt
who had his leg broken while vork-
ing on the interurban depot, is pet-
ting along nicely.

I have just learned of the death
of my old friend. George A. (Giray. A
good, true, kind man has nassed.
Many of his kind deeds perhans may
never be known in this world. He
may have had his faults but those
who knew him best helieve that long
vears agn Ceorge Oray ceased to do
evil and learned tq do well and that
he has gone to reap the rewarrd of a
faithful man. Peace to his ashes.

MADE HIT IN ASHEVILLE,

Ten Greet Players Pleased Audience
in Mountain City With Splendin
Presentation  of  ““Merchant
Venice—Will be  in  Gastonia
Thursdny Night,

The followips from
Agheville Chtleen, with
the appearan~e there Saturday mat-
fnee nnd night i1 be of esnecial in-
torest to Gasiontans as this company
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Fptee fing his hest oxp-esgion, nis
coneention of 1that rale |u-';[]" prae
tieally perfect In *he oninion n-
many. who mav lie rezariled pe 2o
fudzes. he is much stioneer as Shy-
lock than in the role of Hamlet, at-
though one can find no fanlt witn
his work in the latter role i

l.eonard Shepard acquitted himself
superbly as Antonio at the matinee
and as Clandius at night Miss Mit-
licent Evison, alwavs a favorite here.
distinguished hersell  with artistie
work as Nerisea and as Ophelia in
the famous ‘mad scene’ last night
ghe was unusually effective and well
nmierited the generous applanse whicn
greeted her efforts.  Miss Agusta
True made a splendid Portia in *The
Merchant of Venire," but she has bur
little opportunity to shine in 'Ham-
let.” Anodther strong actress was
Miss Helena Head as 'Jessica’ and
‘Gertrude.” being especially suited to
the latter role.

In fact, there was not a weak spo:
in the entire company and Asheville
theatre-goers will look forward with
pleasure to Its promised return In
the early summer when it will prob-
ably play on the Manor grounds.

—Mr. Falls Garrison, of Béelmon:,
winner of the second prize of $16.50
in the 1911 contest of the Gaston
County Boys Corn Club, is in town
today and received his prize. Mr.
Garrison raised 78.8 bushels of corn
on one acre of ground at a profit of
$53.65. He is fifteen years old and
a son of Mr. Mac Garrison.
he is going to try the contest this
year again and feels sure that tne
season is going to be better and that
he can increase his yield very ‘con-
slderably.

—In connection with tne annnal
meeting of the Cleveland .District

. Dental Society to be held here
* Thursday and Friday of this weck a
pubiic address will be given at the
.Central school aunditorlum at nine
o'clock Friday morning to which the
public is cordially Invited. Dr. J. C.
Watking, of Winston-8alem, iz down

~ on the program to deliver this ad-

/dress, but in case he is not able to
be present, the address will be given
by Dr. A. E. Frasier, of High Point.

He saya |

IN SOCIETY.

. & O. CLUB WITH
MRS, ATKINS.

Mrs., J. W. Atking will entertatn
the & and O. Club tomorrow after-
noon at her home: No. 210  West
Fourth avenue.

L]
STUDRY CLUDB WITH
MES. WRAY.

Mrs. Joe S
Study C'lub at her home on Third uv-
enue this afternoon.

F. 1.. Wilgon: "Childhood as Depic:-
ed by Nileyv and Field,” by \irs
Wray: "The Dusl.” “"Wynken, Blyvn-
ken and Nod.” "Little Boy Blue™
Field by Mrs Kennedy: ““Wer
Weather Talk." Riley, by Mrs. lLa-
Fur: round table, leader Mrs. Reid.

Stockholders' Meeting,

The annual meetuing of the stock-
holders of the Piedmont Telephone
& Telegraph {o. was held In the or-
fices of the company in its handsome
new bullding on South Marietta
street at 10 o'clock this morning.
Among the many business matters
transacted wag the authorization of
the bullding of several hundred
miles of new toll line circuits, one
of which I8 to bhe a heavy capper cir-
cuit from Chardotte to Forest City.
Reports of the president and the
general manaseer showed the compa-
ny to be in a good and prosperous
condition. The semi-annual divs-
ttend of three per cent was declared
on the preferred stock and three and
one-hall per cent on the commen
stock,

The subject for

All the officers were re-elec:- |

Wray is hostess to the |

study  is Riley and Fleld and tne |
progras is as follows: “An Old
Sweetheart of Mine,” Riley, by Mry,

ed as follows: W, T. Love. of Snen- |
eer Mountain, president. W, T. Gen- |
tIry, vice-president: A, Viaupin. of Ar-

lanta, Fecretary and Treasurer 14

B, Baliington, of (fastopin, assistant

trearurcr ond general moanags Al

nf the ahove were ppresont gyeent \jr
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tending were Mr. . White, Woare, «f
I Cipnstonin e Vigrean (1 “tder, of

Charlotte, XMr. W B, Moare. of Ynr:.

Villeo &0 L and Mr. 1. Epps Hrown,

ol Stlanta
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Fiva Hall, of Tigh Shonls. were (Gis-
tonia vieitors Saturiday |

Mr. R, 8. Marmon of Kinzgs
Meuntain, is a4 husiness vigitor in the |
ity and is the guest of his sister
Mrs, 1. C. Davis,

Mr., R. V. Williams. of Atlanta.
atrived Sundav to spend the week
with Mrs. Willlams., who is visiting
Yer parents, Mr, and Mrs, J, R lia-
ber,

— Little Misses Mabel, Elizabeth
avd Nell Ormand epent  Saturdas
uizkt with their grand parents, Mr
and Mrs. J. L. Burke, at Bes.emor
City.

—The concert which was to have
been given at Belmont by the At-
kins Orchestra on Friday, February
23rd has been again postponed until
some time Iin March. The date will
be announced later.

—Superintendent Joe S. Wray, of
the city schools, placed in the libra-
ry today several extra copies of
fhakespeare’'s Merchant of Venice =0
that those who contemplate attene-
ing the play Thursday night and wisn
to re-read the text may have ample
opportunity to do so.

—Mrs. R. L. Smith, who came a
few weeks ago to Gastonia from Lit-
tle Rock, Ark., to make her home
with her mother. Mrs. Plerce, under-
went a serious operation at the Gas-
ton Hospital last Thursday. She is
recovering nicely from the effects of
the operation.

—Prof. J. 8. Wray has done the
Gastonia public a real service in se-
curing the Ben Greet players for
Thursday night of this week. . They
will present “The Merchant of Ven-
ice” at the Central school auditor-
fjum. The papers in towns where
this company has played this season
accord them very high praise.

—Mr. J. W, Culp, of the Standard
Hardware Company, was the victim
of a very painful accident yesterday
afternoon. While showing a cus-
tomer a large cross-cut saw it slip-

MONTANA POSSE ON
HUNT FOR RATTLERS

Organize a Party of Extermina-
tion and Kill 290 Reptiles
in Gulch.

Anaconda, Mont—A posse of ex-
termination was ourganized and at
least 290 rattlverakes of all sizes
were killed In Ruttlesnake Guleh, near
Three Forks,

The source c¢f the hundreds of the
reptiles from which the gulch takes
fts name was found In the shape of a
smail cave, discavered by accident by
Amos Smith the other morning. Mr.
Smiith notiied his frlends in Three
Forks and nearly 100 men and boys
proceeded to the scene, armed with
all varlety of weunpons.

For three hours the battle raged
and at its close 290 rattlers were

enunted 20 an the groumd, #
1ot besn Lliten e 14
{ 1 dormant, owit 1
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goont G0ty more were dragaod toreh,
Sone of the gpocitens Kd noeos
ured more than three feet long, while
nthers were oniy a lew jucles In
length., Some of the larger ones will
he etuffed and placed on exhifbition,

I"or vears the farmers in that neigh-
borhood have bLeen bothered by the
great number of rattlesnakes. The

gulch of that name was literally allve
with them. The den discovered by
Mr. Smith Is on the Peoples ranch.
After cleaning out this den it was de-
cided to continue the crusade and
there are & number of men and boys |

scouring the community for more
snakes,

ped from his hands and the large
teeth inflicted a severe wound on

one of his knee caps. The wound
wns dressed by a physician but It
will probably be some days before
Mr. Culp can use his leg with ease.

—Mr. and Mrs. T. R, E. Oates. of
Bessemer City, route two, are spenda-
ing the day In Gastonia. Mrs. Oates
i secretary of the Gaston County

Sunday School Association, whicn
was organized at Bessemer ity Ins;
November, and {8 now distributing

to 1/l the Sunday srhools of the coun
ty bliaake to be used in making sta-
tistira! repcits which it is hoped to
have in hand within the next two
woeeks to to complete the county
report. Any Sunday school secre- |
tary or superintendent whose school
fails to receilve one of fhese blanks
should write a card to Mrs. Oates,
who will gladly furnish them.

New Officers Elected.

At a called meeting of the board
of directors of the Gray Manufac-
turing Compahy Saturday night or-
ficers were elected ag follows, this
action being necessary because of
the deathi of Mr. 'George A. Gray,
president of the company: Presi-
dent, L. L. Jenkins; wice-president,
Thomas L. Cralg: secretary and
treasurer, J. H. Separk; superintend-
endent, J, L. Gray,

‘Get a Gazette dinner set free.

MR. GRAY'S FUNERAL
Hundreds of People Pay Last Re-
spects to Dead Citizen—Splendid

Tributes by Revs, G. H, Detwiler

and J. k. Abernethy—Postoflice,

Mills and Business Houses Close

for Service—Magnificent Florai

Tributes—Laid to Rest in  Oak-

wood Cemetery,

While the thousands of spindles
and looms in Gastonia’s sixteen cot-
ton mills stood silent and while
banks, postoffice and business hous-
es cloged their doors at the busiest
hour of the husiest day of the weexk,
(Gastonia stood for an hour Saturday

afternoon  at the hier of the late
George A, Gray In Main Street VMeth-

odist church and paid solemn ana
heartfelt tribute to the memorv of
the man who did more than any
other one man townrd making the
town what it is taday, one of the
most fmportant cotton manafactur-

ing towns in the South.

When the hour of 1 o'clork ar-
rived, the hour set apart for the
funeral service, the auditorinm, Sun-

day srhool rooms and gallery of the

church were crowded to thelr ca-
pacity and many could not gain en-
trance It was the largest rcrowq

that ever attended a funeral in Gan-
tania.  Af the casket, covered with
flowers, was borne down the alsle 1o
the chancel, preceeded by the officiar-
ing ministers and followed by the ar-
tive and honorary pall-hearers and
the family and relatives. a special

choir sang “Like As a Father.” On
the rostrum were Rev. J E. Aberne-
twy, pastor of deceased: Rev. 3. H
veilwller, D D, and Rev, C, AL

Cainphell, former pastors, and Rev
a. A, Daldwin.,
Praver was offered by Dr. Detwil-

er, following which Mr. Campbell
tend from the ritual the Seripture
weran.  The choir then rendered the

ol fantilliar “Rock of Ages” and Dr
Detwiler followed with  a splendia

| who did wrong

trihnte to Mr, Cray which s given
below in full \Mir Abernethy then
puld a very beantiful and feeling
trilinte to decenged. which s glven
v part helow “Nearer My CGod to
Thee™ was sune hy the cholr and as
the party lefr the churoh the choir
gume Tepnyenn's heautiful  hyvmn
tro=sing the RBar”
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| FER TR T A | ARttty over seon here
e« tlre chaneel and pulpit were
Yarr bl with them The body was
it} ‘oadnlwond vemetery and laid
oo rest an the family plot where 1t
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e odid, | odo et wish i fnenr hits
il isploeasyr anid 1 Ive an ae-
vodnt o him for v 1t sy et
v here today TYen g nothine
my friend digllled more than
Hiplay, so it becomoes nevessary for
e to be very careful what we say
about him I ghall not take a text

and attempt to preach a sermon, for
that would be very inappropriate on
this oceagion I shull slmply speakx
my friend in the two relations-
ships that he had in this community

His first relationship that 1 shall
speak of is that of a business man
and a citlzen. 1 want to sayv that so
far as his personal influence and his
personal work was concerned, if you
have not discovered It now vou will
discover it some of these dayvs tha:
he was one of the most ageressive
end forceful men that this city has
had In its citizenship. As a business
man he had peculiar gualities. He
had qnalities that gave him the hign-
est efliclency for success But ne
had one aquallty that hindered and
hampered him some in the develop-
ment of his qualities. | have haa
some acquaintance with great flnan-
cinl and business men. and T think
my friend had In him qualities to
have achieved as high success In the
world as any man in this common-
wealth., and would have done so but
for two hindrances. First, he was a
man of such excessive modesty that
he distrusted himself. Sfecondly. he
wrs 100 honest to do a great many
things that other men do. 1 person-

of

| ally know of instances where he haa

opportunities to take advantage of
men and make money by so doing—
opportunities to enrich himself
questionable means—and without
any hesitation T have known him.
rather than sacrifice his principle or
right, to simply and quietly brush
them aside. €o, for that reason, his
real business genius never did come
to its full flower and bloom. 1 sup-
rose Mr. Gray has had more to do
x'th the construction of mills in this
sectlon and all the south than any
other man. He used to tell me In
some of our confidential talks of the
mwills »e had iurnished, buying alr
the equipment and putting them m

i
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operation for men who did not know
the difference between a spiudle and
a om, These were fine op, oituni-
Hies (or graft, but he was 100 hunest
to take any advantage of the man
who did not know. By taking ad-
vantage of his fellowmen he could
have enriched himself, but | am
quite sure that he never in a single
instance did a thing of that Kind.
He was a bullder and had much to
do with the development of interes(s
that will make the Southland one of

the greatest industrial centerg of
the world. If he had not been
hindered and hampered as he was,

none of us are able to measure the
things that might bave been accom-
plished by him. One of his pecular
qualities was his prophetic spirtt,
e told me that he never knew wny
he came to his decislon. He never
could tell the methods by which ne
reached a business conclusiou. lie
told me that he was standing on the
door-steps of his office one day, con-
sidering an fmportant matter, when
he suddenly looked up and sald “This
thing will not do.” and it didn't do.
This I8 the way he reached a business
copclusion—Dby  that peculiar pro-
phetic, intultive spirit

[ want to say of my friend as a wit-
jzen, he was "a man among men.”
His standard was very high. and he

wus one of the cleanest men 1 have
ever known You have to find this
out by associating with him He was

too modest 10 parade his virtues be-
fore men. He was always tender anda

gsvinpathetic, but he was also ANrm.
One day | remarked to him some-
thing about his gentle disposition.

and he replied. "Oh, you don’'t me;
I am a flerce man when aroused.” He
had a temper when he was aroused,
and he knew that. All these things
come to my mind now as | talk abour
him. But how many of you have ev-
er known George Gray to lay vio-
lent hand on any man? Who ever
heard him use violent words on any
man? If he did, there wns present
only the other man, himsell and Goa.

Who ever heard him rebuke an-
other for his wrong doing., and say
“You must not do that?” lle never
thoueht himsell better than other
people. His greatest rebuke to those
was his high ztana-
ard of living., That was 8o quiet and
effective,

Anaother of his peculiar aqoadinles
wux  his spirvit of Jorgivensess,  In
talking with me ons day 1 one of
oir  confidentinl PAVErEN T on byas
cabd to me, CWRpothoy s dgor, e I8
toa short and too serjons hotd
grudees. and 1 just will not  allow
wysell 1o do it I have had some
men to wrong e, huat belfore God 1
can say to vou this day that T have
vo WL will in my heart toward any of
these men."

He was forgiving even unto the
el If vou had stood nronnd his
hedd  ir his Inst hours, vou wonld
havee heard him speak ol lorgive-
Ness | am rto tell yon the lase
thinge he saig a1 think yon
vien oneht 1 now Yon men who
bovszhit sinld snldl ith him. you niei
wlley we T pesin =t el ol 1

. | Y fey edvandt with him
n the husiness worlil, 1 want to say
p) 1 This Is whiar e

tal 17wty wan has dope e a
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‘ Al evervitine wag all o ril
I'his was the lagt thing he |
v going ot of  this e now: 1

now 1 golnw ont, hut 1T am woine
out withont auy teeling of i wii
towaril any maoan If any. man tas
wronged me, Jet hing now that 1
have already  forgiven  him” 17
those words conld be preserved in
just the way he gpoke them, might

they not he written in letters of goid
on the walls of this churen,

He was alwavs so quiet and unos-
tentatious in the performance of his
duties 'ut he had his opinions i

*used to wonder when 1 Hrst knew my

friend if he had any
tions about things,
little You might have known him
for vears and never have known
what political party he belonged to.
I was very much surprised one aay
to find that he had very strong con-
victions about politics. His opin-
ions about politirs were sometimes
different from the opinion of other
men. but he did not think less of the

positive convie-
he said so very

other man because he differed In
opinion with him.
And he never spoke evil of any

man when he was not present. ASs
I look into the faces of you business
men here today, | want to tell you
that you always had a friend to qe-
fend you when you were discussea
in George (iray's presence. He was
a [riend to every one of you. Some-
times I have heard the faults and
shortcomings of other people dis-
cussed in his presence, and he woula
say, “"Well, I don't know what temp-
tations they have had, and 1 dan't
know all the circumstances. May be
if we had been situated just as they
were, we would have done the same
thing."

But, as I have said. mv friend wns
a back-seat gaint. Mr, Gray had his
limitations. He was a man who
could not talk. I never heard him
make a speech in my life. He had
no way of expressing what he felr,
and I think that is one reason he
worked g0 hard, 1 have often
thought if he were only able to ex-
press his feelings in words, how elo-
quent his language would have been.

But he could not talk, and he could
not sing. These two ways of ex-
pression were. closed to him. He
was a member of the city council and
very prominent in the indusirial
world, but I have never heard of a

speech made by him. And I call onl

vou who have been closely assoclar-
ed with him in the business worla
te say If you ever heard him try to
make a speech. All that he accoms
plished was done In a very quiet way.
Tuoat was the life he lived with you
i this community. As he could nelth-
or talk nor silg he felt that he coula
not De of much use in the amen cor-
e nl the church, so he always stay-
e 1o the back of the church by the
Jeor When | came in the churen
o~ irday morning, 1 always hipw
adtere to find my friend; he waz al-
wuys at his post by the door,

I must be very careful what 1 say
about my friend today, for 1 must
glve an account to him for every-
thing I say, And | owe him very
miuch I kunow il he were here by
my side now, he would be pulling my
tleeve and saying, ""DBe careful what
vau say about me, for yvou know I
was not very much of a man."

Hut he was a Christain, | remem-
ber one day as | was sitting in my
stady, there was a knock on my door,
ard 1 gaid, "Come in."" My friena
stepped in the door, and his face was
as white as chalk., He came in and
2ufled off his hat,  Great beads of
sweil 8lood on his foreliead like the
size of & pea. He sat down and said,
“7 have an important matter to set-
tle today, and you must help me. It
i not a question of doing my duty,
but of wanting to know what my
dmy is Thousands of dollars are
involved, and great business inter-
ert? depend on my decision | muar
firndd 0 way out.”™ T am nut 2oing to
1" you what passed betwesn us
there, because that was strictly con-
fidential. Men's names were men-
tioned, which if | were to repeat yon
would know, We talked the matter
over and he sald "“You have helped
m#, but I think we had better pray
over it before 1 go." 8o we went
down on our knees, side by side, and
praved, asking God for light, and
when [ said “Amen” he said “Thats
enough.” We arose from our lkinees
anid he walked out of the room with-
out a word. This was like the man.
He could not trust himsell to speak
to me fust then. Months and months
afterwards he said to me, I got all
the llght 1T needed in your gtudy that
dayv." He was a Christian.

He was a Christian.  No one knew
hetter than hig pastor how close he
lived to hig Saviour. 1is life was so

oulet and he talked go llttle about
his religion. If he were hearing my
words, and were he not dead, he
would rise unoand look in my face,
and =av. "Oh, don’t talk that way
about  me, about me.” The last
thing he snid was, “"FEvervthing 18
gettled.”™  And his mind was a clear
ng glass when he sald that. And tne
other was, “There s nothing be-

twaen me and any man.  If any man
has done me a wrong, 1 forgive him.”
S0, hrothers, you are forglven. Cant
all sav to him. "Yes, brother, T hold
nothing arainst you, nothing against
you,"

[ was In my study the ather day.
had been scanning The Chartotte Op-
GEVOr a9 i tay iy ofMloe every
41 tann Althioneh reporis eame
friond  was  getting

i1l 1 alwavs glane-

n for the dend fear-
name there.

&1 wenr
irele oF
Girav?" 1 was
w e {r]le-

denth was

arl the tele-
wif Iy &1111 Tor
o0 eep wios my fesling
rennal friend I rannor

riemd as deqad, T know
reeare hundredy of people In this
unity - whn  have said. *It
like George Gray 18
dead ™ 1iiness men will loox
up street and expect to see him com-
Ing. Yan will do this tomorrow and
the next  day People  will  turn
aronnd #t the corner and listen for
his volre.  There is something peenl-
lar about personality. Some men die
aml are soon forgotten. But it will
be fmnossible for this community to
forget my friend. You will be look-
ing for him for months and montns
to greet vou on the streets,

My friend is not dead: he has just
hegun to live, He i sneaking now.
His voiee did not sing here, but now
it has joined Iin that Aneelie chorus.
and he will sing Wis Saviour's praises
evermore.

He was a back-seat saint in this
church, and 1 think the other day
when he knocked at the Gates of
Heaven, the usher sald, “*Come in: 1
have a seat up here for vou.” And
as they started up to the front with
my friend. it seems that T can hear
him saving, “Excuse me, but T think
you have made a mistake. T am nor
used to sitting nup at the front: T ar-
wavs had a back seat.”” But I think
the usher told him that he was In
the right place. the place that haa
been prepared for him, and he was
loaated very near the front at last.

I have praved one prayer today.
and that Is that these sorrowing
ones may be led by the hand of Goa.
and that He will give peace and
comfort to their saddened hearts.
What I have to say to the stricken
family, I will say In the seclusion of
the home circle that my friend loved
g0 well, .

TRIBUTE-BY HIS PASTOR.

The following tribute was made by
his pastor, Rev, J. E. Abernetny:

George Alexander Gray was born
in Mecklenburg county, N. C., Bept.
28, 1851, His opportunity in school
lasted but eight months and four
days. In that time he learned how
to study.. His books were more at-
tractive to him than the
In all his life he never learned to
play games of any kind. He never
smoked a cigarette. He never used
whiskey or tobacco. He knew no
language but the language of & gen~
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