Hundred and Forty Seven Bills Fall
lh’-—uln-una Nﬂ; Busy
D. P. Dellinger, of Gaston, Elected

¢ Principal Clerk of House—Gaston

Bills Introduced.

R Forty minutes after Speaker Mur-
phy called the House of Representa-
ﬁru to order at {4 o'clock Wednesday

*¥ ' atternoon 147 bills tiad found their
y ‘way into the legislative hopper. Bills
i ’ commenced to roll in immediately
bl after the call for order-came. In aw

b early afternoon session the organiza-
- tion of the House was completed
_ within two hours after it was called
A to order, at noon. Though this 18
g perhaps a record-breaker for speed
many members seemed to champ at
their bits in impatient desire to =zet
their local bills through before they
were buried by matters of greafer

importance to the State.

‘Under the direction of Lieutenant
Governor Doughton the Senate quick-
ly elected Its working force and was
ready for business,

. The principal matter was a reso-
lution to privide for p committee of
10 to scrutinize all local bill# during
the rush period before the time limit
expires. About 40 bills were intro-
duced and committees named.

After election of all officers through
roll call in the first session, It swung
‘into a rapld stride as soon as Speak-

4 er Murphy's gavel rapped for order.

As soon as the Speaker stated that
the introduction of bills was In order
more than a score of anxious mem-
bers jumped to their feet and yelled
for recognition. ome had arms lit-
erally filled with bille which they
wanted put through before the big-
ger things begin to claim attention;
few had less than three, many had
more than half a dozen.

The Speaker was undisturbed._As
speedily as he could he rocomﬁed
offerers. Pages scanfpered about as
80 many ants, shoving upon Reading

" Clerk Dellinger the great mass of

matter so important to individuals,
The bills were numbered, the titles
read and hurriedly handed to clerks.

In a few minutes their desks were

I swamped and it was known that the

seaslon was breaking all records for

speed. Not until well toward mid-
night were the men in the principal
clerk's office able to get the bills
ready dor committees to which thev
wero assigned.

Organization of the House of Rep-
reseptatives was completed in a lit-
tle more than two hours after it was
called to order at 12:15 by Clerk
Alexander Lassiter. Rev. Hight C.
Moore invoked divine blessing upon
the body through a most eloquent
prayer in which he thanked God for
the guidance that he hoped would be
given the members.

Following the invocation repre-
sentatives were asked to present
their credentlals and be sworn in.
Associate Justice Hoke, of the Su-
preme Court, administered the oath
of office. 120 members were present
and sworn in.

, In accordance with instructions of
party caucuses Tuesday the names
of Walter Murphy, of Rowan, and
Ray McCrary, of Davidson, Demo-
crat and Republican, respectively.
wgre preseémted as candldates for
Speaker of the House. Mr. Murphy
was chosen, 99 to 21.

. Mr. Murphy was nominated by
Henry Page. His nomination was-
seconded by Gallatin Roberts. Mr.
McCrary was nominated by George
Pritchard. The nomination was seo-
onded by Representatives Jackson
and Haymore.

Following his election Mr, Murphy
was ushered to the chalr by Repre-
sentatives Grier, Page and Pegram,
He was sworn in by Justice Hoke,

» who used for the purpose a Bible

presented to the Speaker by admir-
ing friends through Clerk Lassiter.
- D. P. Dellinger, principal clerk;

Otis P. 8hell, engrgssing clerk; Alex-
‘ander Lassiter, reading clerk; J. H.

‘I Mooring, #érgeant-at-arms, and E. J.
| J ne, assistant sergeant-at-arms,
all ts, were chosen without

They, too, wers sworn
in by Justice Hoke. With the ad-
ministration of the oath to them the
&) organization of the House was com-
[ plete. Resolutions were in order.
‘1 ‘Representative Pegram introdue-
LA ed two resolutions: One to notify
the Senate that the House was or-
ganized and ready for business; the
‘other, with the Senate's concurremce,
to notify the Governor that the Gen-
» ] eral Assembly would be ready to re-

" ¢, ceive his message at noon Thursday.
m&m« resolution became House
bill Ne. 1.

» . " m
Price were appointed com
rulea. Chairman l::uhm :th:tlu
a that the rules
H 3 of 1915 be accepted. The res-
olutioh carried. \ ‘

| Washington and urged the approprt-

1
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Gazette Bureau,
Belmont Hotel,
Jan. 4.

With the .bad weather of the pasi
two or three days, the approaches to
the toll bridge at Sloan’s Ferry were
fast becoming Iimpassable, Today,
however, a gang of men has been
laying a plank causeway over .the
muddy stretches and covering this
with & thin layer of sand, the whoie
resulting in an admirable track.

Owing to a delhy in the shipment
of the furnace for the heating sys-
Jlem, the installation of which will
take a week or longer, the new |
school building will not be ready ior

occupancy for another week or ten
days. €chool will re-open for the
spring term Monday, January 8.

Mr. A. J. Rankin, of this piace,
one of the representatives in the
Lower House of the General Assem-
bly, from Gaston county, lelt a few
days ago to occupy his seat, A bill
to be introduced by him will author-
fze a bond election by the town ofr
Belmont for sewerage and water
works. . .

With the close of the holidays tne
boys and girls home from college
have returned to their respective
schools as follows: Misses Alic¢e anga
Annie Hall, Mary Gaston. Mamie
Leeper, Clara Armstrong and HRutn
Lineberger to the State Normal at
Greensboro, Elizabeth Linebérger to
Queens, Charlotte, Elsie Johnston
and Helen West to Flora McDonald
College, Red Springs, Bertie Stowe
to- Peace Institute, Raleigh. ana
Mesars. Frank, Davidson and Walter
Hall to Davidson, Ned Leeper and
Falls Garrison to A. & M., Price Line-
berger to Smithdeal's, Richmond, ana
Ray Armstrong to the University.

Out-of-town teachers who will ar-
rive within the next few days are
Misses Durham, Watt. Ward. Ran-
kin, Teague and Hogan.

Stock-taking and restoration to
normal conditions have been the gei-
eral order the past week with locail
merchants and business men. De-
spite the high cost of living the past
year has heen a good one with locat
merchants. Cash saleg for the last
two weeks of December were far in
excess of those of any previous holi-
day trade. say local dealers,

Master Royall Hand while our
hunting during the holidays had tne
misfortune to lose one of the toes on
his right foot. He was standing witn
the gun resting on his foot and 1n
some way it was discharged. the load
tearing off his big toe. He was unmn-
Jured otherwise.

The Charlotte high school boys’
basketball team will be the guests of
the local quintet in the first game or
the New Year Saturdey, the 13th
Other games with Kings Mountain.
Cherryville, Winston-Salem are to
follow In succession.

Messrs: R, L. Stowe and W. B. Pu-
ett are pushing the work on their
new residences. These two houses,
representing an outlay of severat
thousand dollars each, will be a-
meng the handsomest and, most moa-
ernly designed in the county.

Pauline Frederick Ideal Saturday.
AN INCOME TAA\.

On Every Man Who Earns as Much
as $20 a Week Likely Would Pro-
duce Large Revenume to Carry Out
Preparedness Program.

Greensboro News, 4th.

Washington, Jan. 3.—The Dally
News correspondent learns today
from a very reliable source that tne
administration will ask Congress to
pass a4 law amending the Income tax
law, so that it will include every pei-
son in the United States whose salary,
or income {8 §1,000 or more a vear.
it is figured that by adopting this
plan sufficient revenue can be raised
to pay for the large number of bai-
tleships and cruisers, so urgentiy ad-
vocated by Secretary of the Navy
Daniels and at the same time pay for
the additional 160,000« troops to bpe
included in the American army.

As Representatives Page. Kitenin.
Webb and others said when tne
“preparedness” publicity propagan-
da, which cost millions of doilars,
was at its height, the large increases
would come back to haunt those wno
advocated them when there was littie
if any, need for such appropriations.
Now the government must meet a
deficit of $300,000,000 and the small
salarfed man, the farmer and others
must bear the burden.

! too, in the face of the

which are now embarrassing

e. P

General Assembly Will be Asked tw
Itepeal the Law of 1915 Providing
for Change of Gaston-Cleveland
County Line—Mass Meeting Will
be Held Next Friday — A Search
Fails to Loeate the Poll Book
Used in This Election.
interest in the_ probable outcome

of the civil suit that Is now pending

between Gaston and Cleveland coun-
ties relative to the 1915 county boun-
dary line election continues to grow.

The latest action taken in the case

! was that made Wy the board of com-

missioners of Gaston county at Mon-
day's session calling for a speclal
meeting of the bogrd for Friday,
January 12th. At this meeting a
general discussion of the mérits of
the case and Gaston county's part in
the suit will be gone into. The ciu-
zenship of Gaston county s Invited
to this meeting in order that the sen-
timent of each logality may be ascer-
tained. 0%

Petitions are now being circulated
in every part of Gaston county and
will be presented to.the commission-
ers at their special meeting next Fri-
day asking the General Assembly to
repeal the law of 1915 which pro-
vided for the change of the counuy
line. It is learned that there wiil
be fully 2,000 signers to the thirty-
odd petitions that are now being cir-

culated. The petitions read as fol-
lows:
We. the undersigned citizens, tax

payers and voters of Gaston couniy,
North Careclina, do respectfully peti-
tion the General Assembly now in
session and the senators and mem-
bers of the Lower House representing
Cleveland sgpd Gaston counties to
repeal Chapter 263 of the [Public
lLaws of 19153 providing for the
wlection and change of the line bDe-
tween Cleveland and Gaston coun-
ties, and restore the two counties to
their former status upon such terms
as to eXpense incurred in roads since
the election as may be just and right,
upon the grounds that we are relia-
bly Informed that there were Erave
irregularities in such/ election, and
without making any specific charges
against any individual or individuals,
wa do not think such election was
fafrly and legally condueted. ™
Attorney N. F. McMillan, who is
employed as counselor by Gaston
county in the suit, returned to the
city the first of the week from Shel-
by and Kings Mountain where he lhad
been in the interest of the case.
When seen yesterday morning ne
stated that he had just received six

additional afMidavits charging that
fraud occurred in the election. On
being asked for something defintte

as to the truthfulness of the report
that the poll-book had disappeared,
he rald:

“There i8 no guestion about the
fact that there is some suspicion in
the minds of the people of Gaston
county as to why the registration
book of the county line election was
sent to the clerk of the court, at
Shelby, since October 7th, last year,
while the poll book Is missing.

“It is very essential thal this poll
book should be produced as there is
some question as to the gualifica-
tions of some of the names on ‘"that
book, and it should certainly be open
to public ingpection in order to satis-
fy everybody.

“A diligent search has been made
for the book by mysell and others
and by the clerk of the court of
Cleveland county, at Shelby. but it
has not as yet been found. An ex-
planation from the registrar and
those in whose costody the book 1s
supposed to be ig anxiously awart-
ed.”

Reobert Lilly, colored, was smotn-
ered to death beneath a mass of cot-
ton seed in the plant of the Buckeye
Cotton 0il Company at Charlotte
Wednesday.

President Wilson and the balance of
his administration.

The proposed plan would take in
the grocery clerk who gets $20¥a
week ; the railroad clerk/ the 1-
road fireman and brakeman and In
fact practically every men who 18

now barely earhing a meager ex-
istence. ,
There is going to be an awful

howl fr the people “back home™
when the attempt is made to put
through such a plan. But the money
must be raised. The big interests
who urged Becretary Danlels and
Secretary of War Garrison to appro-
priate such large sums will of course
pay thelr small part. They will not
miss the amount, but the farmer and
the grocery clerk will miss the a-
mount and it will make a great deal

:
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WTE_EVENTS N TONN AND_COUNTY

Born
To Mr. and Mrs. George Mchee,

Wednesday., January 3. 1917, a
daughte:.
R - . L]
br. Patterson to Preach,
Rev. Dr. R, 8. Patterson, field

secretary of the Lutheran board of
home missions will fill the pulpit of
the Lutheran church here Sunday
morning at 11  o'cloek, He wiil
preach at Bessemer City at 7 p. m.
Gaston Medical S ¥y Med.

The regular mohthly meeting * of
the Gaston County Medical Sociecy
was held In the city hall Wednesday
afterncon at 2 o'clock. Nothing but
routine business was transacted sat
the meeting.

Farmers Unlon Meeting.

. The regular quarterly meeting of
the Gaston County Farmers Union
will be held at Dallas on the second
Saturday In January, the 13th, at 10
a. m. All locals are urged to send
delegates,. Mr. W' B. Gibson, of
Statesville, State business agemt for
fertilizers, has been invited to De
present and address the meeling.

Has Fox Horn a Century Old,

Mr. W C Abernethy, of this city,
has just received from Mr. 8id Un-
derwood. of Mecklenburg county, a
large fox horn which was the proper-
ty of his father. Dr. James Aberne-
thy. more than 15 years ago. The
horn itself is over 100 years old but

is still In fine shape. and may be

used for many more years.

New Bank Will Open Tomorrow.
Hegfnning tomorrow morning at

9 o'clock Gastonia’s Morris Plan

Bank will be opened for business

with offices in the Citizens National
Bank bullding, Owing to the heavy
rush during the Christmas holidays
the bank was not started on January

1st as previously announced. Offi-
cers of the new institution are:
President, . B Armstrong; vice-
president, A (., Myers;, secretary-
treasurer. W. H. Adams. -
Office in Realty Building.

Mr. H. . Dwelle, of lexington,
who represents J. . Hightower. of
Lireensboro, a certified public ac-

countant, arrived in the city Wednes-
day and has already opened an of-
fice on the second floor of the Realty
building where he will be temporari-
Iy located until the new First Nation-
al Dank bullding is completed. when
permanent offices will be secured
Mr. Dwelle is an expert accountant
and has done work for a number of
large manufacturing enterprises in
North Carolina.

Vital Statisties,

uring the year ended December
@1, 10146, there were 538 births in
Gastonia township. Of this number

497 were in Gastonia and 141 out-
side of the city limits. There were
245 deaths In the township, Of thjs

number 141 were inside the city and
74 outside. The statistics for the
year for the entire county are no:
vet avallable but will be published
as soon a8 the records have been HI-
ed at the court house

The records of births and deaths
during December show the follow-
ing figures: Gastonia township, out-
gide of this city, white, births four,
deaths one: colored, births four,
deaths three: Gastonia. white, births
27, deathg 16: colored. births six,
deaths . Total births 41, deaths
20,

Postal Receipts Increase,

Decemiber's business at the local
postoffice was the largest for any
month in the histdry of the town.
The total receipts were $2,400.53 as
against $1.779.55 for December.
1915, an increase for the month or
$620 98 For the quarter ending
December Z1st the receipts were
$6,420.21 as against 35,153.3Y for
the corresponding quarter in 1915,
an inerease of 31,265 82 Post-
master Rankin says there was a large
increase in Deceinber in the parcel
post and speclal delivery business.
The extra holiday business was
handled with less trouble than ever
before. due largely to the fact that
the public mailed packages early
and were more careful than usual In
properly wrapping and addressing
them.

An Unusual Event.

Several Gastonia Masons will go
to Raleigh to attend a communiecation
extraordinary of Hiram Lodge. No.
40 on Monday January 15th. The
purpose of this communication is to
ciose the communicatiomn of that
lodge which was in session on the
evening of April 17, 1865, and which
adjourned unceremoniously without

President Lincoin. trick’s di-
of Sherman's ¥ occupied
Rsaleigh. There was great excitement

y T 2 : e
IDAY AFTERNOON, JANUARY 5, 1917,

r

ARE SUING HEPTASOPH
SEEKING 'T0 RECOVER ON INSURANCE

Twenty-Four Gastonla Members
Have Brought Sailt Allhﬂh im-
Order Heptasophs an
m‘u Recover Amounts Pala
‘With terest~—I"remiums Have
- Been Increased, They Clalmi—
Suit is Shmilar (0 the Willlams
Gastonia

Caso ac Newton.

Twenty-four ecitizens of
have this week instituted suit against
the Fupreme Conclave, Improved
Order of Heptasophs, a secret order
having as its foundation an insur-
ance feature, seeking to recover the
amounts they have paid into the
organization In premiums With in-
terest. L]

Five of these suils have been en-
tered in Superior Court by as many
of the older members who have been
in the order for a long number of
vears, thelr claims amounting in
some Instances to more than $500,
Each one of these live men have
claims which amounts to more than
$200. They are: Massrs. O, C,
Cornwell, G. A. Jenkins, J. P. Culp,
John 8. Jenkins, A, R, Anders.

There are 19 other cases for
amounts of $200 and under whicn
have been instituted in the mags-
trate’s court. Practically all of these
suits were brought before ’'Squire
W. M. Adams, who refused to reveat
their names to a Gazette representa-
tive today saying that the cases
would not be tried until the first of
next week and that he was afrald
that the plaintiffs would -object to
their names being published at this
time.

All of the suits started are similar
to those of Mr. 8. E. Hoey's of Shel-
by. an account of which Is carried on
page six of today's Gazette, and Mr.
F. M. Willlams. of Newton, who has
already been awarded a verdict by
the Supreme Court.

These men joined the order and
took out insurance policies when tie
premiums wére less than ohe dollar
per month, but the premiums have
increased until the premiums have
been doubled and in some cases treb-
bled, amounting now In many cases
to more than £31 per month. The
facts in the Willlams case are as fol-
lows:

The decision of the Supreme Court
affirming the judgment of the Ca-
tawba Sfupdrior Court in the case of
Mr. F. M. Williams vs, the lmproved
Order of Heptasophs, whereby Mr
Williams recovers something more
than £1.000, is of Interest to former
members of that fraternal fusnrance
order in North Carolina. Mr. Wil
Hams pald his monthly premiums on
a $2.000 poliey for 17 years, until
the management of the Heptasophs
put all the old members into an in-

surance class to themselves, forcing |

them in effect to Insure themselves.
denying them any advantages and
benefits accruing from new members
of the order and Increasing the
monthly payments, in Mr. Willlams'
case. from about $3.80 a month on
$2.000 to nearly $9 a month. Mr.
Willlams quit and brought suit for
the amount of the premiums paid in,
about $700, and interest.

it is of interest to the members of
the Heptasophs in Gastonia and Gas-
ton county and It is very likely that
other suits will be started within @8
short time,

Pauline Frederick ldeal Saturday.

CLOSED GOOD YEAi.

Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the
Gastonia Mutual Dullding & Loan
Association Held Yesterday — lie-
port of Secretary Shows Excellemt
Hecord for the Association — 1d-
rectors and Officers Selected,

The annual meeting of the Gasto-
nia Mutual Bullding & lLoan Associa-
tion which was held at the city hait
yesterday afternoon, brought to a
c¢lose the thirteenth year's history of
the finstitution. The report of the
secretary, Mr. E. G. Mcl.urd, showed
that 1916 had been the most success-
ful yvear of the association, The earn-
ings were greater. there being more
than twice as many shares sold dur-
ing 1916 than in any previous year,
This report showed that the time ror
making losns during the year was
from seven to 10 months {from da:e
of application.

Mr. S. A. Robinson acted as chair-
man of the meeting with Mr. J. M.
Holland, S8ec. There were sold dur-
ing the year 1,933 shares in the two
series which were opened. Seven
hundred and forty-four shares were
matured during the year. On Janu-
ary first there were 4,814 shares in
force. The total profits during the
year amounted to $19.924.76 whiie
the profits paid out to stockholders
was $7,304.75. Total assets of the
association are $182,156.76.

During the past year loans amount-
ing to $66,112 were made by the as-
soclation to its members. The actu-
al cost necessary Lo mature the stock
amounted to $83.50 all of which ma-
tured in 234 weeks.

An advance sale of 400 shares nas
been made on the new series. The
opening date of the new series will
be tomorrow, Janmary 6th.

FRIENDLY MATROXS =
WITH MRS, SEPARK. =

its regular mel T
noon at 3:30 o'clock
tepark at her home om
nue. Only Club members
present. Refreshments were
in two courses, a salad and
course. |
DINNEE FOR
FLDERS,

At the manse on South
street this
H. Hender]

evening
members of the session of t
Presbyterian church at &
dinner. Their guests will be 4
J. A, Hunter, B, G. B 3 B
}‘h?lml;zn. G. W. P.l'llll‘. A. M B
. . “'mo Ll - m 1

Baber, H. Rutter, J. E. Pages, .
A .C. Jones, and Ur. C, E. A

WELOH-BOYCE

b
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as punch was being
Rankin annou
the New Year were
J. H ZKennedy was
responded with a toast
verse, which as she proceed
solved an announcement g‘-';
roaching marriage of . _
yce, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
N, ce, and sister of the host
and . €. D. Welch, of Ma
This interesting event (s tH ooon
the spring. . Mrs, W, L. Wetzell
proposed a toast to Lthe
and Mrs, Coit Robinson, of
in charming verse, toasted the
suffering and much-neglected
The toasts created much Int
and pleasurable excitement a
the guests and Miss Boyee was
reciplent of many good wishes,
game of cublcal hearts was Ly @
during the afternoon and at the
clusion of the game a deligions tw
eourse luncheon was B .
tiful white and yellow narcissus and
blooming , pot plants added to B
charm of the attrdctive rooms. ’
Boyee, the honoree, wore a bea '
gown, a Lady Duff Gordon model
navy blue charmeuse and georgette
erepe. i
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FIFTY-FOUR LYNCHED,

Hecord for IOI;—“Ml Decerease of :
18 Over Previous Year—Fifty Ne-
groes, Four Whites, :

Tuskegee, Ala., Jan, 1. — Fifty-
four persons were lynched in the
United States during 1916, accord-
Ing to records of Tuskegee institute
here made public today. Fifty or
the victims were negroes and four
white persons and included In the
record are three negro women. Bix-
ty-seven persofis were lynched In
1915, thirteen of whom were white
men.

In a statement presenting the re- *
port Robert R. Moton, ‘president of
the institute said: iR h

“Fourteen or more than one-
fourth ‘of the total lynchings occur<
red in the state of Georgla. Of those
put to death, 42, or 77 per cent of
the total, were charged with offenses.
other than assault. The charges for
which whites were Iynched were
murder, three: suspected of cuttting
a4 woman, one, (this a Mexican.)

“The charges for which negroes

were put to death were: Attempted
assault. nine: killing officers of the
law. ten, murder, seven. hog steal-

ing and assisting another person to
escape, six: wounding officers of the _ °
law, four; assault, three; insult, two.
For each of the following offenses =
one person was put to death: Slap-
ping boy, robbing store; brushing a-
gainet girl on the street; assisting
his son, accused of assault, to es-
cape; entering a house for robbery )
or some other purpose; defending.
her son, who in defense of his moth-
er killed a man: fatally wounding a
man with whom he had ouarrsled:
speaking against mob in act of pui-
ting a man to death; attacking & man
and wife with club. i
“Lynchings occurred in the fol-
lowing States: Alabama, one; Ar-
kansas, four; Florida, eight; Geor-
gia, fourteem; Kansas, one: Ken-
tucky, two; Loulsiana, two; Misais-

sippi. one; Missouri, one; North
Carolina, two; Tennessee. three:
Texas, nine.”




