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'~ deepened into a tempest of fire along
e the British front in northern Franee
and they began what may be 1tn
ZEreatest battle of the war, a struggie
which may lead to results which will
o shape the destinies of millions of
"~ peopls over coming centurles,

The attack was made on a scale
hitherto unknown during this war
‘of major offensivest It was ‘over a
front of 50 miles. Official reports
are very ‘brief, but correspondents at

the scene tell of the terriffic storm

of artillery fire that burst over the
b lines held by Field Marshal Haig's
s men.

The bombardment began at flve
©'tlock Thursday morning, just be-
fore the early dawn was, breaking

"X over eastern France. Shells of large
3 - and small calibres were rained upon
~the lines held by the British for a-
bout five hours. Then German In-
i fantry stormed out to make the first
b - ‘great assault. The Germans ravor-
ed by the wind, moved forward un-
der cover of a pall of smoke, which
hid the assaulting columns from the
®yes of the British holding the front

lines. )
No Need for Alarm.
Describing the battle, Andrew Bo-
mar Law informed the House of
<ommons that lightly held portions
of the British line had been wiih-
h drawn, but sald that there wes no
' mneed for alarm on the part of the
country. The Assoclated Press cor-
respondent at the British front, re-
ports that an attack there had been
expected and that great preparations
s had been made to meet it. The Ber-
Un official report says that the Ger-
>, mans have penetrated into some
3 British positions.
2 Nor were the German efforts con-
' centrated on the front held by the
: Britlsh. ‘Early Thursday morning
the Germans assaulted the Frenen
o lines near the village of Ornes, to
the northeast of Verdun, and claim
: to have penetrated a considerable
] distante, Near Rheims, too, the
French were subjected to an assault,
but here the artillery bore the brunt
E of the fighting.
8 The attacks at Verdun and Rhelms,
' however, may be considered for the
time being® as mere diversions to
the principal attack, which nas been
Toosed against the British. They
would serve to keep French forces at
Verdun and Rhelms from belng
_ transferred to the British sector, If
b that part of the battle line should
4 show any signs of bending back.
Nothing has been reported as to
attacks on the lines held by the Am-
ericans. It had been expected that
the Germans would make an assault
on the American-held trenches In
the Lorraine and Toul sectors, act-
ing on the theory that troops which

| ONECROWOMAN WAS A
WHOLESALE ROBBER
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. Ella Crisp, a well-dressed and ap-
parently prosperous negress of Char-
lotte, was before Judge A. C. Jones
in Municipal Court yesterday morn-

] ing on four charges of larcency. She

) was tried and convicted on three of

g these and was given 60 days on the

, county roads in each case, or a totar

of gix months. She was seat to the

county convict camp yesterday ar-
ternoon to begin serving her sen-
tence. In the fourth case sne was
held for trial at next term of Gaston

- Buperior TCourt for the trial of

. griminal cases. ‘'Her bond In that
~ ease was fixed at $250. .

- The woman was arrested at the P.
N. passenger station Wednesday
oon as she was on the eve’ of
‘departing for Charlotte. The arrest
was made by Bob Terrell, of the local
police force, on the suspicion that

- she had entered the residence of

. Mr. J. R. Dellinger on South Mari-
_ @tia street between 11 and 12 o'clock
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have not had experience in engage-
ments of the first degree, might be
found to yleld easier than veterans.
That such an sattack may yet be
launched, and with only slight artil-
touwpmuon. is within the possi-

The activity in the American sec-
tors during the past three weeks
wonld Indicate that the . Germans
have been concerned with the dispo-
gition of General Pershing's legions.,

probable strength and the loca-
of the batteries supporting the
Infantry holding the lines.

The Germans have called upon the
Austrian army for assistance in their
efforts to carry the battle to the En-
tente Allies. for the official reports
from Berlin say that Austro-Hun-
garian artillery is engaged along the
western frodt. It Is probable that
the great Austrian howitzers or sko-
das have been used against the
stronger sectors of the British lines.

THROWN ACANST BRISH

(By International News Service.)

WITHTHE BRITISH ARMY IN
FRANCE, March 22.—It is estimat-
ed that over half & million men and
ten thousand pleces of artlllery were
engaged In the mighty battle in
France where the Germans launched
their offensive against the British
over a 60 mile front.

This estimate inclueds reserve
troops and artillery as well as those
actually engaged in the fighting.

Since the collapse of Russia it Is
believed that the Germans jave mov-
ed large numbers of troo rom the
East front to the West.

It is now estimated that the Ger-
man army in the West numbers 3..
000,000 men.

DEATHS
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Mrs. Kate Brittain Dead.

Her many frlends were shocked to
learn that Mrs. Kate Brittain died at
Tranquil Park Sanitorium, Charlotte,
this morning shortly before eleven
o'clock., Death was due to pneumo-
nia which developed after she went
to the hospital a few days ago for
rest and recuperation following the
shock occasioned by the death of her
sister, Mrs. Frances Carpenter, of
Stanley. At the time of going to
press mo arrangements had been
made as to the funeral and burial.
Mrs. Brittain made her home here
with her son, Mr. Eugene Brittain,
who was with her at the time of her
death. Her brother, Mr. 0. F. Ma-
son, is confined to his home here by
fllness. A sketch of Mrs. Brittain
will appear in Monday's Gazette

] —

MISS EMMA RICE,

Mr. J. C. McNeely recelved a mes-
sage this morning from Mrs, McNee-
ly stating that the latter's sister,
Miss Emma Jane Rice, dled in Watts
Hospital at Durham this morning at
3 n'clock= Death was due to hlood-
polsoning and followed a very brief
ililness. Miss Rice was a student
nurse at the Watts Hospital and
would have been graduated from
that tution in May. A lefter to
Mrs. McNeely a few days ago from
one of the hospital nurses informed
her that her sister was sick. It was
not known, howaver, that she. was In
a serious condition until Wedlnesday
when Mrs. McNeely received a tele-
gram calling her to Durham.

Deceased was about 21 yfars old.
Both of her parents are dead. Sur-
viving are three sisters, Mrs. Mec-
Neely, of Gastonia; Mrs. J. H. Sapp,
of Charlotte, and Mrs. N. C. Little, of
Salisbury, and two brothers, Mr.
Sidney Rice of the <Coast Artillery
stationed at Fort Caswell, and Mr.
T. M. Rice, of Salisbury.

The body will be taken to Salls-
bury where the funeral will be held
tomorrow at the home of Mrs. Little.
Rev. John W. Moore, pastor of Trin-
ity church, Charlotte, end formerly

r of the First chyrch at Salis-
ury, will w‘“ tk.'
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REST ROOM SECURED
~ FOR USE OF SOLDERS

instructions given them
by the conference of ministers 'and
heads of women's held
Monday night, the commitiee ap-
pointed to secure and equip rooms
up town for the use of the soldiers
at the artillery camp has leased the
Rankin building at the corner of
West' Main avenue and York street.
The bullding will be equipped at
once with shower baths, writing ta-
ble,s, chairs and other con 1
and a competent person will be plac-
ed in charge. 4

This building will be free to the
soldiers and will be open for their
use at all thmes. It Is the commit-
tee's purpose to place in the reading
room 'boglts, magazines and newspa-
pers for the soldiers.

Mr. J. H. Bepark i chairman of
the committee. The other members
are 8. A. Robinson, D, M. Jones, J.
M. Shuford and T. E. Summerrow.

MR. ALLEN ATTENDING
EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

Secretary Fred M. Allen of the
Chamber of Commerce is spending
the day in Charlotte attending a con-
ference of Southern Educators call-
ed by United States Conrmissioner of
Education P. P. Claxton for the pur-
pose of considering various problems
pertaining to public school educa-
tion, The conference s being held
at the Selwyn Hotel and will contin-
ue through tomorrow. ‘Prominent
achool men of this and other States
are on the program, Dr. Claxton Is
present and presiding over the con-
ference. .

While in Charlotte Mr. Allen will
make an effort to get Dr. Claxton to
come to Gastonia to deliver an ad-

dreass.
Town and Opunty.

—Prof. Joe Nixon, of Cherryville,
was a vistor to Gastonla yesterday.

—Mias Macie Nelll, of Clover, was
in the city shopping yesterday.

—Rev. J. 8. Wood, of Forest City,
was a Gastonia visitor Wednesaay.

—Mrs. J. Holland Morrow and
Miss Mary Kirven are spending the
day In Charlotte.

—Prof. J. H. Ramseur, of Besse-
mer City, was a visitor in Charlotte
yesterday.

—Miss Lois Bass, of S8emora, ar-
rived Tuesday night to be the guest
of Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Armstronsg,

—Mr. Marvin Ritch, of the Char-
lotte bar, was here yesterday In the
interest of his candidacy for the so-
licitorship.

—Mrs. J. Leake Carraway., of
Charlotte, spent Tuesday In the city
as the guest of her mother, Mrs. E.
F. Glenn,

—Mr. Leonard R, Neill returned
Wednesday to Camp BSevier, Green-
ville, 8. C.,,after a visit to nome-
folks in the Pisgah neighborhood.

—Rev. J. H. Henderlite and Mr.
~J. H. Kennedy returned last night
from Greensboro where they attend-
ed a called meeting of the Synod of
North Carolina. -

—Mr. H. M. Keeney, architect,
has returned to the city after spend-
ing two months at Albuquerque, N.
M., and points in Colorado. Mr.
liz.y is as yet undecided in the

Fo

mafter of permanently locating here.

Mr. James Bracey and Mr. J. k.
Phillips, who have been quarantined
because of smallpox; were released
today by City Physlcilan Anderson.
They have been occupying a house In
the extreme western edge of the city
which was rented for this purpose
and have had the services of trained
nurses throughout their iliness.

—Dr. Fellows, of Charlotte, con-
nected with the United States Publlc
Health Service, spent Wednesday in
the city with City Physician Ander-
son examining the city's water sup-
ply, the n{lury conditions around
the cafes, hotels and other public
places and looking the town over
generally from a health standpoint.

—Cleveland Star: Mr. and Mra,
J. L. Davis, formerly of Shelby, now
living at Gastonla, came over Satur-
day to attend a birthday.dinner on
Sunday at the home of his son, Mr.
Cleve Davis, who lives on the old

and Mrs. J. L. Davis, Mr. and Mrs.
father, Mr.

the month of March and enjoy a
birthday dinner each year.

Hartness place west of Shelby. Mr.'

.I

_ml.c.mramm 22, 1918,

General Babbitt, in charge of the
artillery range here, ijssmed an offi-
cial order this morning designating
the name of the camp as Camp
Chronicle In hopor of Major William
Chronicle, one of the ouuunﬂlnt*
figures among the American forces
in the famous Revolutionary battle
of Kings Mountaln which was fought
almost within a stone's throw of
where the artillerymen are now
practicing. The name Is most ap-
propriate,

In reply to a request from Gegeral
Babbitt for the names of some of
the North Carolina herces of the
battle of Kings Mountain, for some
one of whom the camp might be
named, Secretary Fred M, Allen, of
the Chamber of Commeree, yester-

day addressed the following commu-
nication to the general:

Mar. 14, 19186,
Edwin B. Babbitt, Brigadier-General,

Commanding  Artillery ‘Range

Camp, Gastonia, North Carolina.
Dear General:

Referring to the question of a
name for the camp, the understand-
ing being that you desire that of a
North Carolina hero of the Revolu-
tionary War:

We would like to have used one
of the names of the heroes of King’s
Mountain, especially as the range
borders on the battleground and as
many of our families are descendants
of the men who routed Ferguson's
troops on the mountain that day.

General! Shelby was a Marylander
and a camp is named after him. Gen-
eral Sevidr was a Tennessean and a
camp is med for him. But some
of the hardest .fighting was done DY
a reglment of men from this section
of which the officers were Colone!
Wm. Graham of Virginia, Lieut.
Colonel Frederick Hambrite of this
gection and Major Wm, Chronicle,
born and reared on the South Fork
a few miles below where the Fourth
Brigade crossed it at McAdenville,
Monday. Colonel Graham was kept
away from the battle by illness In
his family, Lieut. Colonel Hambrite
preferred that Major Chronicle take
the lead with the regiment, over his
head, because of the Major's better
knowledge of the country. Colonel
Hambrite was himself wounded In
the battle.

Major Chronicle led his forces In-
to battle accordingly, shouting,
“Come on my boys, never let it be
sald that a Fork boy ran!"” A few
moments after a Tory, hiding be-
hind a rock which I could show you,
fired at the Major, the ball striking
him In the breast and killing him.

80 Hambrite and Chronicle were
both local men taking part in the
battle and <Chronicle was real-
ly the hero of the battle. The
Chronicle Mill at Belmont was named
after him.

If you could pse one of these
names, it would most pleasing to
the people of this section of the
State.

If you desire any further recom-
mendation kindly advise ‘me by tele-
phone.

Very truly 7ours,
FRED M. ALLEN,
Executive Secretary.

GERMAN NAVAL WORKS
AT OSTEND DAMAGED.

(By International News Service.)

AMSTERDAM, March 22. — Dam-
age was done to the German mnaval
works at Ostend harbor by a bom-
bardment from British airships Fri-
day, say Belgian dispatches,

WILL PRKA-GI SPFECIAL
SERMON TO BOLDIERS.

The congregation of the Loray
Baptist church (s planning to cele-
brate mext Sunday, March 24th, as
“Soldiers’ Day."” A special feature
of the service will be the “Honor
Rell,"” containing the names nf the
more than 60 boys from the West
Gastonia community who are now
in the service of Uncle Sam. which
have been written on a canvas scroll.

The pastor, Rev, G. P. Abernethy,
will preach a special sermon on the
subject, “The Bible, the War and
Your Country.” A large number of
the West Gastonia boys who are in
Camp Jackson and Camp Sevier are
expected to be present for this serv-
fce, and a special Invitation will be
extended to the soldlers froni the ar-
tillery camp just west of the city.

—Mrs. C. J. Thompson and Mrs.
J. B. Wylie, of Charlotte, spent the
day yesterday at the home of Mrs.
Mack Wilson. Mrs, Wylie will re
main with Mrs. Hal Little, of Me-
Adenville, Mrs. Wilson's daughter,
until the return of her mother, Mrs.
Wileon, who is in Atlanta, Ga., visit-
ing her daughter, Miss Mary Wilson.

It 48 expected that the case of Aa-
ron and Garfleld Pitts, on trial at
Morganton for the murder of Dr. E.
A. Hennessee at Glen Alpine, will go
to the fjury either today or tomor-
Tow. Argument by attormeys was
commenced yesterday morning.

Bad Taste in Your Mouth.

When you have a bad taste fn your
; i that
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Three batteries of artillery, one
from each of the regiments station-
ed at Camp Chronlecle west of the

range, six miles west of the city, this
afternoon. From now on, it is un-
derstood, there will be practice each
day on the range and Gastonians
will no doubt hear the roar of the
big guns. *

MR, WATSON T0 MANAGE
NATIONAL REALTY €0.

Mr, J. W. Watson and family have
arrived In Gastonla from Newbern
and will make their home In Gasto-
nia in the future, Mr. Watson having
accepted a position as manager of
the National Realty Company. They
will oce the Dr. Hoffman resi-
dence on Alrline avenue., Mr,
Watson succeeds Mr. J. Stacy Boyoe,
who leaves soon to enter the military
service of the [United States. Mr.
Watson is a brother of Mrs. Thomas
l.. Cralg. 'He and Mrs. Watson and
their five children will be accorded a
cordial welcome to Gastonila.

Speaking of Mr. Watson's depart-
ure from Newbern The Sun-Journal
of that city of Wednesday says:

“Of interest to his friends in this
part of the State is the announce-
ment that Mr. J. W. Watson, who
has for 20 years been a valued em-
ployee in the New Bern _postoffice,
ranking as chief clerk with the du-
ties of money order and registry
clerk, has resigned his position and
will leave on March 20th for Gasto-
nia, where he will act as manager of
the National Realty Company, of
that

ity.

ﬁ'. Watson, who is one of New
Bern's best-known citizens, recently
disposed of his residence on New
street to Mr. A. H. Bangert and the
latter will occupy that property af-
ter April 1st. Attached to this prop-
erty Is & fiower garden which is one
of the finest to be found in this part
of the State. Mr. Watson having a
penchant for growing flowers.

““He and his family will be missed
from the life of the copmunity but
their friends wish for 'them much
success in their new home."

The Newbernian of last Friday,
under the heading A Distinct Loss"
says editorially of Mr. Watson:

“It is always with regret that we
are compelled to publish the de-
parture of one of our good citizens
to other fields. We wish that it was
different, for no city can afford to
lose a single one of its citizens. They
are our assets and when they are
gone we lose just that amount of as-
sets.

“If there Is a reason for it, and it
could be remedied, it should be done
at once, and when a man who has
lived hers most of his natural life,
pulls up stakes and leaves, there
must be a reason.

““The last one to leave us, or rath-
er making preparations to do so, Is
Mr. J. W, Watson, a decided asset to
any town Iin which he resides. Ha Is
B good citizen, a consistent member
of the Methodist church, and by the
way, he is on the officlal board of
stewards, and a member of the choir.
For over 15 years he has been con-
nected with the New Bern nostoffice,
as money order clerk, and wuas - in
complete charge of the office many
times when the postmaster was una-
ble to attend to the duties of his of-
fice.

‘““‘Mr. Watson will be greatly miss-
‘ed for his production of flowers. He
was a great floriculturist, and it was
a treat to visit his gardens and view
the many splendid productions of his
pains and efforts.

“Mr. Watson and famflly go to
Gastonia, where he will fill a re-
sponsible posiion and the wishes of
the New Bern people and The New
Bernian is, that he and his many
greatly profit by the move and wish
them unbounded success In their
new home.”

MUSIKO CLUB MET
WITH RUTTER,

The Gastonia Music Club met Wea-
nasday afternoon with Mrs. H.’Rut-
ter at her bome on South Marietta
street. In the absence of the presi-
dent, Mrs. F. D. Barkley, Mrs. J. M.
Holland, the first vice-president, pre-
sided.

A program on Indian Muslc was
greatly enjoyed. A report from tne

ce committee on the concert
which the Music Club gave recently,
presenting Miss Jane Morris and Mr.
Marion B, Walker as artists, was
heard. The nice sum of $84 was re-
alized for the Red Cross.

The y of Mrs. J. L. Anderson,
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city, are practicing on the artillery |
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day.
dawdle and the posing st
‘lmum‘t lmﬁ a8l -4-,“.-
be passed upon Is responsible
the late adjournment, U
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Friends of Mr. R. E. Long, Wi
has been for the past year or o

in the sheet metal shops at the b
Dupont powder plant at Hopew .
Va., will be glad to know that
cently received a promotion to
man of first shift in his departme
This appointment carries with I
substantial raise in salary, and
writes that the work is well organts
ed and agreeable. He says a IaFgs
number of men from Gaston e¢

are working In the various aepa
ments of the plant.
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wn':.}!l:ﬂm eurpo;ntl:n hl at
a federal agency for nd
tries during the wu.“. passed |
House this afternoon. Senatpr Chsi
berlain this afternoon introduced .
::lﬂamw ua.bmmtt:q Congress by
e War partment. giving 4
President practically blanket
to take over all real and pers
property in the United States.
bill was referred to the mil
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committee, Because of the unl
‘od:lonwl;‘u:nunonuo Prealden g
t probably meet with great op-
position, The President this afters
noon signed the raflroad bill
made such a stormy voyage th
ATTENDING LIBERTY LOAN g
NI, Georse Wi Basts chm:
rs. George W. gan, (s ¥
of the Woman's Liberty Loan Com-"
mittee of Gaston County, will go to 1
Raleigh Saturday to attend a o
ing of Liberty Loan workers. |
chairmen in the State aro expected
to be present. 4 e
le m&l::en of the Woman®
y Committee ©of Gastom
County are as follows: Mrs, G, W,
Ragan, chairman; Mrs. A, A. Me-
Lean, vice-chairman; Mrs. W.
Barrett, secretary; Mrs. 8. A, Robt
rn. Mrs. J. P. Tgoma. Mrs, C
rmstrong, Mrs. P. P. Murphy, Low-
ell; Mrs. George Gullick, Belmont; =
Mrs. C. B. Hutchison, Mt., Helly;
Mrs. 8. J. Durham, Bessemer City;
Miss Muriel Bulwinkle, Dallas; Miss
Mamie Ray, McAdenville. .
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TRUSTEE'S SALE OF VALUABLE
CITY REAL ESTATE,
« Under and by virtue of the power
of sale conferred upon the under-
signed trustee by that certain deed
of trust executed by J. D, Sparks
and Mattie Sparks, his wife, to J. W,
Timberlake, as Trusies for the State
of North Carolina, dated March 1st,
1918, and recorded in the office of
the Reglster of Deeds of Gastom
county, North Carolina, in book Ne. =
121 at page 20¢, and under and by
virtue of an order made by his =~
Honor, B. F. Long, Judge Presiding,
at the March 1918 term of the Su-
perior Court of Gaston county in the
action therein pending entitled =
“State vs. J. D. Sparks’”’, same belng =
action No. 72 on the Criminal docket,
defaunlt having been made in the .
ment of the indebtedness secu by
sald deed of trust and in the com-
pliance with the provisions thereof,
the undersigned trustee will sell at
public auction to the highest bidder '
for cash, at the COURT HOUBE
DOOR, in the city of Gastonia, N.
C., at 12 o'clock, noon on 9
Monday, April 22nd, 1918,
all that certain lot or parcel of land,
together with the buildings and fm-
provements thereon, situated on the
South side of East Franklin A '
in the city of Gastonia, Gaston cout=
ty, N. C., adjoining lands now
formerly ‘belonging to P. J. Linebe
ger, L. J. Johnson and others, &
bounded as follows:
Beginning at a stone on the §
side of East Franklin Avenue,
Northeast corner of said lot, |
~1-2 Bast 250 feet




