Bixty-six books have so far been
contributed by Gastonia people In
. the campaign now on to secure books
¢ for the army camps. The qampaign
_ 48 still on and the committee In
~ charge hopes that the people of the
- city and surrounding territory will
’ contribute many mere books. Five
hundred books is a reasonable esti-
. mate of what Gastonia should con-
tribute for this purpose, according
to the committee's views. Books

-

| may be sent to the public library, to
.~ the Chamber of Commerce or, | ‘the
i~ ‘donor cannot bring the books to

. elther of these places, a Boy Secout
"~ will be sent for them if Miss Lottie
L /Blake, Ubrarian, is notifled of the
fact by phone or otherwise.

i~ These books will be placed In the
B library at the Y. M. C. A, hut at

Camp Chronicle hére. There ‘are
" about 2,600 men at this camp and

they are looking to Gastonla to

supply them with an ample supply of
! good literature.

Standard magazines for the year
1918 are also wanted. Some of these
bave already been contributed and
are being placed temporarily at Mili-
' tary Police headquarters In
= Armory pending the completion of
accommodations for a reading raom
and-library at the camp Y. M.
but.

Donations of books so far have
been made by the following persons:
: Mrs. R. 8. Loughridge, Mrs. Carl
o Storey, Miss Nettie Brown, Dr. J. C.
Galloway, Rev, J. C. Deitz, Mrs. M.
i J. Castles, Mrs. Flay Davis, Miss
Y Bessie Aiken, Miss Madge Hanna,
Miss Lena Hanna, Miss Blanche Car-
'son, Gilmer Kincald, Miss Lillian
Atkins, Miss Annie Galloway, Miss
Catherine Mason, Miss Alma Bostic,
. . Miss Marie Smith, Mrs. Pressley, ot
" Clover; H, P. S8towe, Mrs. M.
> Millen, E. L. Sandifer, \C, ‘HIill, Btudy
. Club (29 volumes), JMiss Mildred
o ‘Lineberger, W. L, Bmith. Miss Pearl
G Lineberger, Miss Lottie Blake, Mrs.
3 J. Y. Miiler.

- THOUSANDS OF RAT TAILS
1 NOW COMING IN

- “Rat tails are coming in by the
g peck"”, said County Farm Demonstra-

tion Agent :Bteala to The Gazette this

morning. ““Hundreds of people In
_ . the county are sending in thousands
" of them'', he continued. *“I had no
idea there were so many rats in the
county. If this keeps up I'll have to
‘employ an assistant to help me count
the things”, said Mr. Steele.

As noted recently in the Farm
., Demonstration Column of The Ga-
.. sette, Mr, Steele has inaugurated a
© - campaign looking to the extermina-

tion of rats in the county. To en-
_ courage the killing of rata he offered
e several prizes. These consist of five
e prizes of $5, $4, $3, 2, §1 and 25
cents in War Savings Stamps to the
uals bringing or sending m
. the five largest numbers of tails and
. - four silk flags, one of the United
2 States, one of Great Britain, one of
< France and one of Italy to the publie
" school sending in the largest nnm-
ber. The War Savings Stamps are
donated for this purpose by the Gas-
ton Loan & Trust Company, while
wmk of Oastonia is donating the
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: For the purpose of getting a thor-
. ough understanding of the change of
time effective next week and its ef-
fect upon present practices in trade,
the merchang members of the Gasto-
nia Chamber of gcﬂmm:m ‘t.hu
Friday night at o' at the
.~ - officea of the chamber, the call being
S Wu E. N. Hahn of

- the t of Mercantile Affairs.

" Varlous other matters of Interest
: mmdno be brought ap for discus-

avr
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[INTED STATES WIS RAKE |3
ARNY OF 5,000 00

(By International News Service.)

WASHINOTON, March 25. — An
army of 5,000,000 men must be rais-
ed by the United States. This pos!-
tive assertion was made by General
Leonard Wood, just back from the
Western front im France, before the
Senate military affairs committee to-
day. From this number from 2-
000,000 to 2,600,000 must be sent to
France with the least possible delay.

PATROL SHIP SUNK.

(By International News Bervice.)

AN ATLANTIC PORT, March 26,
—An American scout patrol ship was
sunk off the North Atlantic coast to-
day. The vessel struck & rock about
4 o'clock this morning and sank
within four hours. All the crew
reached the shore in life boats. The
ship was a total loss. The cause of
the wreck was not announced

I?EHHA'NB TAKE BAPAUME,

(By Internptional News Bervice.)

BERLIN, March £25.—Bapaume,
which has been the storm center of
fighting on the Western front for the
past 24 hours, has been captured by
the Germans, the Berlin war office
claimed this afternocon. The state-
ment added that this puts the Ger-
mans in possession of [mportant
ground.

SHOTS FROM LONG RANGE
GUN ARE INEFFECTIVE,

(By International News Service.)

PARIS, March 25.—Paris {is still
under bombardment today. From
unseen sources shells began falling
upon the city at 7 o'clock. The peo-
ple are going about their dally rou-
tine. The responsibility for the bom-
bardment is still a mystery. The re-
port that a gigantic gun had been lo-
cated 70 miles from Paris is not con-
firmed. Many French experts believe
that German airmen, flying at high
altitudes, are dropping the shells.
Attention is directed to the fact that
the shells have no force -when they
strike, They explode and make
small holes about four feet in diame-
ter and two feet deep.

GERMANFORCES
CAPTURE BAPAUME

(By International News Service.)

BERLIN, March 25. — Bapaume
and Nosle, where the fighting has
been raging for 24 hours on the Wes-
tern front, have been captured Dby
the Germans, the war office claims.
The officia]l statement also says that
the number of Allied prisoners
been increased to 45,000.

The statement again made men-
tion of American troops, saying that
Amerjcan, British and French forces
have been thrown back near Neuville
and Caimont. Desperate fighting for
thedpoumlon of Combles has devel-
oped.

“VICTORY FLYING SQUADRONS"
TO WORK WAR SAVINGS,

Squadrons 'Will Visit Counties of the
State and Give Practical Demons
stration in War Savings Work—A
Working and not Speaking Oam.

WINSTON-BALEM. Mar. 28 —
The “Victory Flying Squadrons' s
the namé of three rapidly moving
corps of War SBavings workers, each
squadron composed of six or more
practical, eficlent, enegetic men who
will visit practically every county In
the State for the purpose of giving
nid in a practical way tc county or-
ganizations in the work of the War
Savings Campaign. The squadrons
will make their appm;h and do
their work without any ‘great nolse
or public speaking as the purpose of
the organization is to give a practl-
cal demonstration in presenting
War Bavings to the people.

The plan of the organization that
has been effected at State Heanquar-
ters calls for the squadron to re-
main in a county one day, generally
at the county seat, and there mest
the county War Savings Committée
when a plan of making & personal
canvass of the town, and the county
too, as far as time and circumstances
will permit, will 5 made for the

of npuemu pledges to the
vings Campalgn, the pledges
tn bo in ‘eash, paid by the week,
month or at the subscribers conven-

has |

BRITSH A FALL BACK
NAY MLES YET

(By International News Service.)

WASHINGTON, March 26, — The
termination of the world's greatest
battle is far from being in sight. All
advices reaching here over night and
today indicated this fact. The Ger-
man offensive slackened In the face
of a stubborn Anglo-French resist-
ance but Is again increasing in vol-
ume at certain points, reports show,
while only meagre information is ob-
tainable here as to the plans of the
offensive. Officials say that the
British have several miles left to fall
back on before rmhln; the dead
line, after which there will be no re-
treating. There has been no further
word from General Pershing regard-
ing the participation of American
forces.

N -SOGIAL GIRGLES

LATEST EVENTS N WOMAN'S WORLD

POSTPONED FOR,
A MONTH.

The local historical meeting of
Gastonia Chapter U. D. C., which
was to have been held at Mrs. G. A
Gray's residence on Friday after-
noon, has been postponed for a
month. The regular monthly meet-
ing of the chapter, however, will be
held Friday afternoon, March 293tn,
in the chapter room.nt 3:30 o'clock.

. 8

ATTENDING MISSIONARY
UNION IN ASHEVILLE.

Mrs. C. V. Blake, Mrs. W. H..
Poole, Mrs. W. C. Barrett, Miss Re-
gina Coon and Misas Nelle Miller left
Tuesday for Asheville to attend the
annual meeting of the Baptist Wo-
man's Missionary Union of North
Carolina, which will be In session un-
til 'Friday. They go as representa-
tives of the Woman's Missionary Un-
fon and the Young People's Union of
the First Blptl-ut (Ehu:ch.

ENTERTAINMENT WAS
A SUQOESSFUL EVENT.

The entertainment given last night
in the auditorium of the Central
graded school by local talent, under
the auspices of the “M. M. 8" Club
for the benefit of the local Red Cross
chapter was well attended. 'Practl-
cally all the seats were filled and a-
bout $125 was taken In, all of which
went to the local Red Cross except
about $12 necessary expense.

The audience was well pleased
from the beginning of the *‘Tom
Thumb Wedding" to the last part of
“The B8Spinsters’ Club.” All parts
were well played. Those who train-
ed the players were Mrs. 8. B. Dol-
ley, Miss Margaret LaFar, Miss Gay-
nelle Boone and Miss Nellie Rose
Sloan.

BAND CONCERT AT
AUDITORIUM TONIGHT.

No musical event of the year has
been.looked forward to with so great
interest as centers around the band
concert to be given tonight by the
77th Artilery Band from <Camp
WGreene, asaisted by Lieut. Henry
Meeks, of Camp Chronicle, this city.
Reports from Chaslotte, Statesville
and other cities where they have giv-
en concerts indicate that there is in-
deed a freat in store for Gastonians
tonight.

The musicians will arrive in the
city at 6 o'clock on the P, & N. and
will be given an auto ride over the
elty. ey “will be entertained at
supper in the homes of a number of
citizens. Returning they will leave
for Charlotte on the 10:30 interur-
ban, which will be held until the
close of the“concert.

In view of the patriotic cause for
which this concert iz given and the
high praise which these musicians
have received everywhere, it is safe
to predict that they wlill play to a
crowded house tqnlght
T™WO Ammm ARE xn.wn

IN A BEAPLANE ACCIDENT.

Washington, March 26.—Ensigns
Michael Joseph Delehanty and Thos.
W. Draper both of the naval reserves
lost their lives in a seaplane accident
at the Pensacola naval training sta-
tion, the navy department announced

today. Drapér's home was Brign-
ton, Md., and Delehanty’s was Bos-
ton.

MARINE SHOT TO
DEATH IN SANTO DOMINGO.
Washingten, March 26.—Willlam
R. Knox, an American marine, tem-

porarily
uomnuﬂofmtoouﬂm was
shot and killed March 24, mlm-
bly by a band o!onthuun
department od;rwh;d
was
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AMERICANS ARE TODAY
ON THE FRONT LINE

(By Interfiational News Service.)
WASHINGTON, March 27.—Amer-

Picardy was very vital and personal
today., American troops, all that
General Pershing can spare, are on
the front line, amalgamated with the
French amd British and are engaged
near Roye, where the attack of the
Gétmans is reported suong. Ex-
perts and government officials are
closely scrutinizing reports recelved
today from Gemerals Pershing and
Bliss. The situation is still serious
but far from disaster, is the way of-
ficials charactérized the situation to-
day. Officials who read the reports
pointed out that after days of fight-
ing the battle had now become one

of reserves.

oHORT LOGAL ITEMS

—Mr. W: B. Puett, cashler of the
Bank of Belmont, was a business visi-
tor in the city this morning,

—Hear the band concert at thne
Central school tonight. Proceeds go
to the war relief fund of the D, A, R.

—MIlsses Octavia Houston, Rebecca
Stack, Mary Griffith and Mr. Harry
Blair, of Monroe, motored over to
the range Tuesday.

, —Mr. A. G. Myers, Mr. W. T.
Rankin and Judge A. C. Jones have
‘returned from a business trip to
Troy, Montgomery county,

—Mr. W. E. Todd and daughter,
Miss Harlee Todd, returned Monday
from a two weeks visit to Chattanoo-
ga, Tenn.,-and Hot Springs, Ark

—Mrs. Ellen C. Bryan, of Durham,
arrived yesterday to spend a [few
days here with her daughter, Mrs.
W. Y. Warren.

—8ecretary Fred M. Allen of the
Chamber of Commerce attended =a
luncheon given at Charlotte yester-
day by the Rotary Club.

—A box supper will be given at
Hoyle's Creek school house Saturday
night for the benefit of the Red
Cross, It is hoped a large crowd will
be out.

—apt. 'C. Q. Huffstetler and Pri-
vates Grover Stewart and George
Wilson, of Camp Jackson, Columbia,
8. C., spent Bunday with homefolks
in the Union section.

—Misses Octavia Houston, Mary
Grifith and Rebecca Stack and Mr.
H. H. Blair, of Monroe, motored to

Gastonia yesterday and spent the
day here with friends.
—Mrs. C. A, Spencer, who has

been guite {ll with muscular rheuma-
tism at her home In West Gastonia
for the past two weeks, is reported as
somewhat better, though not yet able
to be up.

—Roy Rockett, the 15-year-old
son of Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Rockett,
met with a very painful accident this
morning when his right arm was
broken at the wrist while he was at-
tempting to crank an automoblle.

—The prayer service at Malin
Street Methodist church tonight will
begin promptly at 7:30 o'clock and
will last only 30 minutes, giving op-
portunity to all who wish to go di-
rectly to the concert at the Cent
graded school.

—Mr. L. ‘H. Balthis received a ca-”
blegram yesterday from his brother,
Mr. W. L. Balthis, announcing the
latter's safe arrival in France. Mr.
Balthis sailed from New York about
two weeks ago en route to Paris,
where he will have an executive po-
sition with the American Red Cross.

—QGastonians are Interested 1
the artillery practice which is now
going on daily at the range west of
the city. The roar of the guns can
be heard distinetly in town. From
the top of the First National Bank,
on a clear day, the“smoke from the
guns is clearly discermible.

—Mr. G. R. Spencer, chairman of
% Committee appointed by the Gas-
tonia Chamber of Commerce to co-
operate with the Army Y M. C. A. In
equi a hut at Camp Chronicle,

T
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ican interest in the great battle of |

BiG EXPLOSION ON
NEW JERSEY SHORE

(By International News Bervice.)

NEW YORK, March 25. — With
a roar llke the bombardment of
heavy artillery six terrific explosions
oceurred this afternoon upon a row
of docks on the New Jersey side of
the Hudson MRiver, just opposite
down town New York. Flying debris
was carried miles and fell in the
middle of the business section of the
city, Fire followed the exploslon
and a dense pail of smoke covered
the city. Whether or mnot heavy
casualties attended the explosions
is not known., The explosions oc-
curred at 3:30 o'clock. Commmuni-
cation with Jersey City was cut off
by the wrecking of wunderground
cables.

New York, March 26.—Fire fol-
lowing a serles of unexplalned ex-
plosions destroyed the six-story
bullding of the Jarvis Warehouse
Company, Inc,, near the Erle railroad
terminal in Jersey City late today
and badly damaged the Erie repair
shops. No loss gf life had been re-
ported tomight., The material dam-
age was estimated by Jersey City po-
licemen and fire officlals at close to
$1,500,000. The goods stored in the
warehouse, said to have included a
quantity of chemicals, were a total
loss.

The cause of the explosions has
not yet been determined, though a
rigid investigation was begun at
once by Federal, State and city au-
thorities.

The first of the terrific detonations,
which oecurred shortly after three
o'clock shook windows (in wuptown
Manhattan and caused considerable
alarm. Burning cinders, which arose
in the heavy cloud of "black smoke,
were carried by the wind across the
North river and fell along the water
front.

While the excitement was at Its
height the Erie ferryhouse, on the
New York side of the river, was dis-
covered to be on fire. A lighter close
by loaded with several hundred bales
of cotton, also was blazing flercely
and still further south, the Hoboken
ferry sllp of the Lackawanna rall-
road was on fire.

The Erle ferry house was aflame
from the second story of the roof,
These fires were easily extinguished
Employed in the Jarvis storehouse
were between 40 and 50 men but the
prompt alarm is belleved to have en-
abled all to escape. Scores of per-
sons in the streets wer® cut by fall-
ing glass. Hundreds of windows,
some of them a mile away, were
blown out by the blasts. Several
small frame bulldings were wrecked
by the explosions.

Frightened women and children
filled the streets on the congested
section of Jersey City and Hoboken.

The fire spread with such rapidity
that the Jersey (ity fighters soan
called for outside aid. Engines and
other apparatus were sent from Ho-
boken, New York and other points.
By desperate efforts, the firemen con-
fined the Alames to an "area covering
about two acres.

The storage warehouse of the Na-
tional Calelum Carbide Company ana
the Union cold storage plant were
saved by the firemen.

Ten employees of the Jarvis com-
pany suffered burns.

More than 200 employees, a num-
ber of them women, were at work In
the Erie shops. All had time to es-
cape before the flames reached the
bullding. Not only were the shops
badly damaged, but 10 or 12 loco-
motives were destroyed. In addition
a dozen loaded and empty freight
cars were burned. A large plle of
coal also was ignited and was still
burning late tonight.’

TRIANGULAR DEBATES

FRIDAY NIGHT

Gastonia, Shelby and Lincolnton
will contest Friday night for first
ace in the annual triangular de-
ate. All of the contesfs are held
on neutral ground. Teams from Shel-

| by and Lincolnton will meet at the

Central school auditorium here.
Gastonia’s afirmative team, com-
posed of Miss Clara Brawley and
Robartson LaFar, will go to Shelby.-
They will be accompanied by Miss
Bradley and Miss ‘Rankin, of the clty
school faculty. Gastonia's negative
team, composed of Miss Myrtle War-
ren and Robert Boyd, will go to Lin-
cointon. Prof. W. P. Grier will ac-
company them.

Mount Holly, Dallas and Belmont
compose another triangie while Bes-
semer City, Cherryville and ¥Xings
Mountain constitute still another.
There will be debates in all of these

tomorrow night.

The subjeft for discussion in these
debates is uniform. It is, “Resolvea:

DEATHS

MRS. JENNIE CRAIG DUFF.

Mrs. Jennie Craig Duff, onootw
tonia's oldest and most highly
teemed residents, died Monday night

daughter, Mrs. Thomas W.
on West Franklin avenue, where

had spent most of the time for &I
past several years. Death was due i
paralysis. In December, 1916, Mn
Duff suffered a slight stroke of pd
ralysis. She recovered from it suf
ficlently to be up and around
house for some months. Just & ¥
later, lfowever, in December, 181
she suffered another stroke and sines
that time had been confined tow
bed. For weeks past she had i** 3
in a very precarious condition a
her death was not unexpected.

Funeral servicés will be held ﬂ
the Wilson home probably som
this afternoon. The hour has
been set use it was not .
just when her sons, Mr. Henry :
of Rotheater, N. Y., and Mr, Forest
Duff, of New York, would arrive
Rev. J. H. Henderlite, pastor of
the First Presbyterian chureh,
conduct the ces. Iulormantwlll e
be In Oakwood Cemetery. Sr

Jennie Craig was born In the M
el neighborhood, York &
August 31, 1843, and was hence
her 76th year. She was the
ter of Newton B. and Margaret
Cully Cralg, of the old
section. 8he wu christened and

married b . 8. L. Watson, fam-
{liarly cal od & A -
“Father” Watson, who was for. t C-' :

greal many years pastor "
Bethel. It is 'of Interest, In this :
nection, to note that Father Wats ’J
performed the marriage

for her father and mother and h’l
tized and married the three chil )
of the family. 23

On ‘November 7, 1866, she l’ﬁ' N
married to James Henry Craig
also a native of York county.
after their marriage Mr. and Mrs.
Duff moved to middle 'l‘onnm”:’; 5
cating at Mulberry, In Lincoln g
ty. There they made their home um~
til Mr. Duff died a number of years
ago. Bince his death Mrs. Duff
made her home most of the
here with her daughter.

Surviving are three daughters,
Mrs. Wilson, of Gastonla; Mrs. W. B ;
Burbury, of Bparta, Tenn., and Mrs, =
MecDonald <Creson, of Mulberry, :
Tenn., and three sons, Mr. Hemry
Duff, of Rochester, N, Y.; Mr. Forest
Duff, of New York city, and Mr.
Thomas Duff. She leaves two lllta R
Mrs. M. C. Pegram, of Gastonia, i
Mrs, R, R. McCorkle, of York, 8. Q.

Deceased was a woman_ of la B
strong type of character which i
not only manifests its influence Im
the home but In the community =at:
large and upon all who come in con-
tact with it. She was held in very
high esteem by a wide cirele of A
friends, all of whom will hear of her
death with sorrow. o

The funeral will be held at the
home of Mr. T. W, Wilson at four
o'clock this afternoon. ‘

The pall-bearers will be 8, A. Rob-
inson, Frank 1. Wilson, 8am 8. Shu-
ford, €4 J. Rankin, W, Y. Warren
and J. P. Reld. ]

Recently the pupils of the publie
schools all over the county have bean
busy with preliminary contests to
select representatives for the coming
county contests, So far in Gastonis
township, the contestants from the
Gastonla city schools have been sue-
cessful. This township will be rep-
resented in the county contests h’ e
the following, who were the towm- %
ship winners: T

Reproduction of oral story, first
grade, Pansy McConnell :

Reproduction of oral story.
ond, third and fourth grades,
Charlie Hoffman. :

Spelling, 'Evelyn Boyd. s <

Deaclaimer, grammar grades, Wil-
llam Kinecald. (RS0

Declaimer, high school, to be chos

en at contest to be held st Central
u:hoo! auditorium this afternoon Q#'
2:15 o'elock.

Reciter,

m_._

Dehater. Robert Boyd. &
Gastonia’s winners are all
ing hard to prepare v
victory in the finals which
held at thecluoduhnl.th
to be announced later.




