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try, there were 11,503 fewer students en-
rolled November 1, 1919, than during
the pre-war period.

A, 0. Neal, of the buresu’s division
of rural sducation, said today there s an

male teachers in 1918 being
sent or one in every six.

Reports from southern states show the
following shortages:

Virginia 2,000; Georgia
North Oarolina 700.

The naomber of substitute
standard !’
stotes
Georgia 3,

only 17 per
i t

1,500;  and

or . **sub«
ers employed in those
g ineluded Virginia 3,500;

; and Bouth Carolina 1,000.

Secretary Meredith Makes
His Maiden Speech
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semi-monthly meeting of the Gastonia
Rotary Club held at the Armington hotel
Wednesday was an addresa by Mr. Stone-
wall J. Durham, who was present as a
guest of the club, on ‘‘Gastonin’s Need
of pn Larger Public Library.'’ Mr,
Durhsm, always-eloguent and eonvine-
his presentation of any matter on

be speaks, was exceedingly happy
carnest in his plea for larger li-
facilities for the city. He stress-
material are of

are direeted by the

A well equipped

by the eitizenship may obtain the knowl-
the possession of whieh will give

t only emnlarged  ecapacities for
handling the probidis of life but, will
bring to them rare joya in the intellectual
sud spiritual realm as well.
harl’s talk was heard with intense in

guests and no doubt will prove guite ef-
feetive in stimulating local interest in the
campeign now on looking .to - the es:
tablishment of an up-to-date public
library.

Following Mr. Durbam's address the
elub went on record unanimously as en-
dorsing the movement now on foot look-
ing to- the early establishment of
& modern publie library in Gastonia. |

Other guests of the elub were Prof.
Robert L.. Durham, president of South
ern  Femnle Beminary, at Buena Vista,

AVa.; Mr. Baxter Durham, of Raleigh;

‘Mr. Wright T. Dizon and My. Albert

Lo | Milfiow, of Gastonia.

‘s program was in charge of
Balthis, W. P. Grier and G. B,
and ‘was lively and interesting
Biz new members, chosen
“mesting,

‘Waednesday
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Af the most Inrgely Sttended and most
enthusinstie meefing of the Legion hell

| since its organization, Gaston Post, No,

21, Ameriean Legion unanimously went
on record last night as endorsing e ‘ae-
tion of the national legislative commit-
teo of the Ameriean BEegitn favoring a
bonpe of $50 per month for serviee for
all ex-soldiers, sailors and marines. The
post ‘also- adepted & resolution- urging
Representative Hoey and the North Caro-
lina Senators in Congress to push to a
tharough finish the proposed investiga-
tion of the recent outrages at the military
hospital at Oteen.

The latter resolution and the subse-
quent  diseussion that followed preeipi-
tated one of the Warmest debates on the
the floor of the post. Mnyor Uherry op-
posed the resolution on the ground that
the Ameriean Legion had uo business in-
terfering in the affairs of the hospital,
thit the reported ineidents at Oteen
weére more or less products of distorted
nowspspar reports and that the incident
of the ‘‘cockroaches and mice’’ in the
fool served the sick soldiers was prob-

| ably the only instance of mistreatment

and that even if this were true, 1t was
nothing more than an exaggerated inei-
dent.  He was answered in rather eaus-
tic terms by several members of the
post who had been inmates of the hospl-
tal and who eited to him other more
flagrant violations of discipline and ecom-
mon decency, viz: The ease of guards
striking convalecent soldiers over the
head® with guns, the reperted account of
tuberenlar soldiers being forced to walk
up and down steep hills 400 or 500 feet
high to attend formations, of ' soldiers
threatened with hemorrhage from = the
lungs, foreed to stand at attentiom until
they dropped and of the most recent
eas of a soldier who was discharged from
the hospital practically barefooted, in the
most inclement weather,

It was pointed out to Mr. Cherry that
such a resolotion demowncing these out-
rages and calling for an investigation
wis wholly within the sphere of the
Ameriean Legion, ginee a number of
Legion members had been inmates of the
hospital and since- members of the Le-
gion had been sent there for the purpose

Vestigating conditions and had been
leelum-e to the gronnds or the
-

fg the course of the debate Mr.

¢ took ocecasion to digress from the
subject under discussion to attack the
poliey of The Gazette toward the Oteen
L affair and army conditions in general as
reported by ex-service men and rveflected
in the editorial columns of the news-
paper. It was his opinion, he said, that
such sentiments came from poor soldiors
or thosa who were gore or had some
gricvance against ¥he army., After a

3 spirited debate in which several speeches

word made in reply to Mr. Cherry the
resolution was unanimously endorsed.

It was decided at last night’s meet-
ing that the Legion hold a feed or ban-
quet on May 10 in conmeetion with
Memorial Day exercises in the eounty and
that the Confederate veterans be invited
as guests of the past.

Post Commander Btephen B. Dolley
took occasion to congratulate the post
on the increasing number of members
of the
: pecesity of earolling more mem
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post and to urge upon all pres-

_ | impatient of his own seaate.””

3 COAL MINERS FACE
- ARREST GHARGED WITH

t $10,000 and $5,000

Result of Indictment Returned by Special Grand
ury — No Names Made Public — Bonds Fixed

(By The Associated Press.)

INDIANAPOLIS, March 12. — One
hundred and twenty five cosl operators
or miners of Indiana, Illincis, Ohio, and
Western Pennsylvania today are facing ar
rest as the result of an indietment return-
ed yosterday afternoon by a special grand
jury here charging them with conspiracy
in violation of the Lever fuel control act
and the federal eriminal code.

«No names of those indicted have been
made public and their identities will not
be known until capiases are served on
them. However, it is known that more
than half of the number are operators and
that many of the alleged violations of
the federal statutes ante-date the strike
of bituminous miners, which brougnt a-
bout the investigation by the grand jury,
The grand jury has been in session almost
econtinuiusly sinee December 17, 1019, and,
it is saild, examined more than 300 wit-
nessed,

Bond for those indieted was fixed by
United Btates Distriet Judge A. B. An-
derson at $10,000 in some enses and $5,-
000 in others. Penalty on eonvietiofi of
the charges, either of violation of the Le-
ver law or that part of the eriminal ecode
under which the indietment was brought
—— ~— conspiracy to commit an offense
against the United States — provides for
# fine of not more than $10,000 impris-
onment for not more than two years, or
both.,

Federal officials said today that ea-
piases would be served on those indicted
as soon as they could be prepared. No
arresis, however, were expected before
next week.

" L ]
MINERS AND OPERATORS
RESUME SESSIONS

NEW YORK, March 1% -~ The sub-
committee of miners and operators ap-
pointed to negotiate the new wage agree-
ment for the anthracite miners resumed
their deliberations in executive session
hero today.

Hope that the award of President Wil
son’'s bituminous eoal commission would
be available as a basis of settlement in

the hard coal field has virtally been
abandoned, and John P. White, miners”
representative, refused to sign the re-
port. Offcials of the mine workers”
union deelared that this disagreement
will bar any considération being given
the award to the soft coal workers. '

Both mine workers and operators have
ngreed to proceed with the wegotiations
affecting the anthracite field as rapidly
as possible in order to prevent & sus-
pension of work in the Pennsylvanis hard
coal fields when the present werking agree
ment of the union expires.

NO TELLING WHAT WILL
HAPPEN IN TREATY FIGHT

(By The Associated Press.)
WASHINGTON( Mareh 12—Nobody

could tell today what was likely to hap-
pen in the treaty fight.

So many eross-currents have appeared
in the negotiations for an'aceeptable
compromise on article, 10 that even sen-
ate leaders are at & loss to understand
where the paet is drifting.  Republi-
can leaders consented yesterday “to
changes in the wording of the disputed
reservation, hoping to unmite their seat-
tered forees, but were not entirely mme-
cessful. W

Meanwhile, democratic advocates of an
agreement undertook to work for th
substitute, elaiming 30 votes ‘for it, but
Senator Hitehoock meutralized their ef-
forts 1o some extent by rallying his fol-
lowers to support President Wilson's

o
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stand against qualifying the eclampe.

With the uneertainty existing on both
sides, it remained to be seex whether the
republican or democratic mild reserva-
tionists would introduge the substitute, or

o

if it would be submitted to the sensmta

at all.

A vote on article 10 is not expeeted ba- .
fore Baturday. g

WILL NAKE EFFORT T0

COMPOSE THE DIFFE

TAKES UP CUBGELS
"IN FAVOR OF FRANCE

(Bf The Associated Press.)

LONDON, March 12—President Wil-
paon 's charge of ‘‘imperialism’’ againgh
France, contained in his letter to Sen-
ator Hiteheook, bas maved the Morning
Post to take up the eudgels in favor of |
Frauce. The newspaper cites Mr. Wil-
son’s presefit eriticisms and his appeal to
Italisns over the head of Premier Or-
lando last summer as showing that ‘‘un-
der the impulse of his lofty ideals the
American President is almost as impa-
tient of the constitutional governments of
modern European democracies as he is

s

“iMr. Wilson's slight to France,”’ the
newspaper funtitnves, ‘‘is particularly
disturbing when ofne remembers the mov-
ing passages in which he recorded Amer-
iea's appreciation 6f what Franee suf-

(By The Associated Press)
WABHINGTON, March 12. — An. of-
fort to eompose the differences between
the majority and manority of ha bitu-
minous coal strike commpiasion will  be
made by Presidest Wilson, it was said
today at 48 white house. N,
Ofiiclals said that neithes the majority
nor minority report wopld be M‘,ﬁ

and the hours of work, -
John P. White's minority repors en

the bituminous eoal strike settlement was -

submitted today to President Wilson.,
Meantime, the President was studying
the majority report, completed yester-
day. .
Mr, White, the miners’ representative
on the ecommission, refused to disenss
his recommendations, but it was under-
stood that he had held for ap inecremse in
wages of approximately 35 per cent and
for a seven hour day. The majorny,
Henry M. Robinson, representing the pub-

- | lie, and Rembrandt Peale, the opern-

tors’ representative, recommended s wage
advance of spproximately 25 per cent
and no chauge in hours and econditions
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from New York, where
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lic if there was o probability of bring-
ing (he membery of the comumission to g
Agreement on thelr principal diferemted™
— — the amount of the wage advames
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