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. ‘Estey told the strikers.
L 30 be & rebel. In 1910 I
. mailroad strike in

o however,

(By The Asscciated Frees)

B e o &
Dil@rict—l.éldelyStrikethw

CHIGAGO, . April 9—One switchman

wpolice Jearned today.

" ~eas shot and several siugged at meetings
striking railroad met Jast night,

John “Krintz, a striker, who proposed

an suatomobile by

Paul. The men all went
out, I went down to
beadquarters and got some
«<one day four passenger

veturn to work, was shot, it
He was spirited away in

WITH SERIOUS FOOD SHORTAGE

(By The ‘Assomated Press)

¢ NEW YORK, April 9. — New York
city, affected by strikes of railroad ma-
rine workers, switchmen and freight yard
«mployes, is threatened with o serlous

®fuod shortage, sccording to a statement for war in April 1917,

roday by J, Y. Mautell, bead of the rail-

roud manugers’ organization.

Out In
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strike breakers here, officials said. :
Betweesi' 40,000° and 50,000 packing
house and stockyard workers had been
thrown out of employment today as the

plants reported thousands of employes

would be thrown out of work if the

freight tie-up eontinued another week,
Nearly 4,000 employes of 23 railroads

ginemen and firemen, were reported idle

today .
FLETCHER SAYS MAVY
WAS FULLY PREPARED

(By The Associated Press.)

WABHINGTON, April 9. — Two y
before the United Btates joined the al
lies in the 'world war the navy gen
board prepared a comprehensive plan f
war against a ‘‘central power’’' of E
rope, Rear Admiral F. F. Fleteher
day told the senate investigating oo
mittee, He was replying to Rear Admi
al Bims' charge that when the Unit
States entered the war the navy deparc
ment bad no ** well considered '’ plans or
policies for fighting Germany.

Mauy such plans had been made in the
past, Admiral Floteher said, but the plan
referred to ‘*covered every phase of nav:
al opérations under the assumed eondi-
tions of war.’’ It dealt with the mobili-
zation, organization and eomposition of
the fleet, its disposition asd employment,
proteetion of the coasts, bases of supplies
on the United States coamst and in the
West Indies, routes aeross the Atlantic
and the enemy’s forees and. probable
sourses of action, he said, and comprised
nearly 300 typewritten pages.

Admiral Fleteher was a member of the
general board during the war, but was
vngaged for the most purt with his duties

s n member of the war industries board,
the priorities board and the council of
! national defense,
| Explaining that he wished to conunent
an «ortain specific charges made by Ad-
miral 8ims before testifyjug regarding his
duties a8 & member of these various
boards, the witness first took up Sims’
criticism that the navy was not prepared
No navy ever
was or ever will be fully prepared for

Fio added War in the eyes 6f every one; the admirai

that during the night *'65 carloads of deelared, but the American navy entered
wilk wore moved into the eity to pro- the war was ‘‘just as well prepared as
toet the infants’’ and milroad officlals s0y other navy in the world when the

uow are manning enginges

in the Erie, West Shore and Pennsytvania:

;

{‘The yard wwitchmen, conductors and

brakemen in the freight terminals on
Jorsay shore are all out, ud
following roads: West Shore, Erle,

sov Central, Pennsylvania and Lebigh

Valley,"" sald Mr, Mantell. =
Abeences were reported today in

the
1

the

Harlem yards of the New York, New

. Havén & Hartford. Raitroad offieials,
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and switches Rrest war burst forth,'’ he asserted.

Admiral Sims’ declaration that , the
navy department should have immediate-
ly
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result of stoppage of eattle shipments, |

entering Toledo, including switehmen, en- |

.
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Joseph C. Grew was counsellor to the
Ameriean smbassy in Vienna at the time
of break in diplomatic relations bdtween
this country and Auvstrin - Hungary came
in 1017,  Previous to that Mr. Grew
had served as connsellor to our embassy
n Berlin.

\

DEBATERS MEET TONIGHT

Misses Mary Grier and Beulah
.Lineohton

McKenzie Meet
Here — Messrs. Frank Kin-
- and Ben Ratchford Will
\_ Gastonia in Lin-
Tonight.

Gastonin and Lincolnton high schools
meet tonight in the annun! high school
debating eontest in North Carolina in
which 200 high schools in 75 counties of

the State are participating. The original
triangle was composed of Bheiby, Lin-
eolnton and Gastonia, but Bhelby high
school dropped out this yegr.

The loeal debaters are Minses Mary
Grier and Beulah McKenzie, representing
the megative side of the question and
Messrs. Frank Kineaid and ‘Ben Ratch-
ford, who upbold the affirmative. The
negative team, Misses Grier and MeKen-
zie will mebt Lincolnton'’s afirmative
here_ while Messrs, Kineaid and Ratch
!’ord‘go to Lincolnton to meet the negn-
tive team from that school. The school
winning both sides is entitled to pend its
ropresentatives to Chapel Hill- to cohi-
pete for the Aycock cup. *

» The only other two schools in the coun
tv debaling tomight are Helmont and
Bessemer Oity. |

Gaston county schools bave been signal- |
Iy suceessful in sending their teams to |
Chapel Hill. The Gastonin debaters of
4 vears ago, Messrs. Charles Boyd, Gor-
idon Kineaid, Alex Meliean and Miss
Rebekah McLean won from Shelby and
Lincolnton and won honors at Chapel
HHL Belmont, Dallas, Lowell and Mt
Holly teams have also won trips to Chap-
el Hill .

_Tho exercises begin at the CUentral
schoal auditorium st -7:30 o’dock

. Concerning the debate a special from
Chapel says:
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"} Orthopaedic Hospital will be laid by the

Jof Gustonia Thursday night.
;rL‘rou and Knight of Malte upon 16 ean-

“/juf the éommandery and invited guests

“{ Kaperonis of the Carolins Uafe. The

A
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he cornerstone of the North Carolinag

Masons and other fraternal organizations
f North Carolina, acecording to & reso-
lution offered smd unanimously earried
‘at_the banquet of the Knights Templar
Following
the emiferriug of the degrees of Red

Jdidates in the lodge room, the members

totaling more than 50, enjoyed a sumptn-
sus banguet in the Armory served by Pete

resolution mentioned was offered by Rev.
W, (. Barrett, pastor of the First Bap-
tist church,. in bebalf of the Masonte
bodies of the eity mnd was unsnimously
adopted by a rising vote:

Resolved: That in view of the faet that
the Grand Lodge of A, F. & A. M., of
the Btate of North Carolina, through our
Grand Master, and its other Grand Of-
fivers, have been requested by the Masonle
bodies of Gastonia to have charge of the
luying of tho cornerstone of the North
Caroling Orthopaedic Hospital at sueh a
Jdate as is convenient during the month
of May or June, and be it further

Itegolved: That the Emivent Comman-
dev of this Commandery, toguther with
the High Priest of Gastonm Chapter No,
66, the Worshipful Master of Blue
T.odge No. 389, Brother B. N, Boyee, our
Crand Custodian, Brother W. Y, Warren,
representing Oasis Temple, and Brother
it. B. Babington, representing the North
'arolina Orthopaedic Hospital, be named
and created & general committee for said
sornerstone layiag, with all power vpsted
wn said eommijtiee to appeint all such
committees as they deem necessary 1o
properly handle and make all arrange-
ments and plans to carry out said sere-
monies to & ecomplete gonclusion, and
that Brother 8, N. Boyde be named to
aet as Chairman of said eommittee.

Thi North Carolina Orthopaedic Hos:
uital being a Btate Institution, as well
as & | non-denominational, nou-political
und non-fraternal, we do hereby further

Resolve:' To invite all sister fraterni-
ties of Gastonia ard of North Carolina to
join with us in thi: work of love for our
poor and orphan boys and girls of the
Hiate, of sound mind, who are crippled
and deformed, and that the head execu-
tive uflicers of such fraternal orders, in
uastonis are herchy invited o act om
committees, to be named later, with
gembers of this order.

Also, that Grand Eminent Commander
uf the Grand Commandery of North Caro-
lina, is requested to allow the Commander-
ies, who will attend the ecremonies, to
lo so in K. T, Uniforms,

That a cordial invitation be, and 18
horeby extended, to all Masons and other
fraternal orders in North Carolina, and
to the publie in general, to participate
with us on this oceasion.

That a eopy of this resolution be for-
nished The Gastonia Gazette, The Char-
lotte Observer, The Ohad:ﬁ:h News and

the [ Btate.
through them, the press _ >
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Concerning Entry of French Troo
District of Germany State
clares United States Will Not |

ested Participant.

Into Ruhr
t De-
An Inter-.

(By The Assoclated Presa.)

WASHINGTON, April 8. —~America’s
attitude towards any adjustment of the
mow situation ereated by the eatry of
French troops into the Ruhr distriet of
Germany will econtinue to be more that of
an observer thaa an interested partici-
pant, from what ¢an be learned in official

girelés here. It is known the state de-
partmenf was in communication with
London and Italy as well as France up
to the time the Fremeh army moved for-
ward from the Mayence bridgehead, and
there hns been no indication here of any
change in the position taken more than
a week ago when the stats department
announced this government knew no rea-
son why German troops should not be
sent into the troubled distriet if it were
clearly understood they would be with-
drawn once order was restored.

While recognizing the serionsness of
the situation ereated by the independent
anction by Franee, officials here were not
inclined to regard it as ‘‘delieate,’’ as
the British foreign office indicated last
night. It was regarded as one of those
situations fyll of potential danger, but
in which the probabilities of adjustment
was predominate,

All reports have indieated Germany’s
unwillingness to contest the foree of
French arms, and, it was pointed out,
there is no reason to assume France will
not adbhere to her assuramee that ber
forces will be withdrawn onee the Ger-
man troops have fallen baek to the east-
ern boundary of the neutzal zone.

INDIGNANT AT ATTITUDE
OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT

(By The Assocaaved Press)
LONDON, April 9—The London Times

sent an ultimatom to Fraoce. provoked
the Frankfort incident '* '

——

GERMANY ASKED TO CUT
DOWN ARMY TO 200,000.

(By The Associated Press.)

I"ARIS, April 9, — Demands tnat Qer-
muny disband her army and retain only

200,000 men with the colors, presented at -

Perlin on Wednesday by General Nei-
lete, president of the inter-allied com-
mission of control, have been sent to the
governments of varjous German states by
the minister of the interior, says n Ber-
lif dedhateh, :

The minister asks the states to give as-
surances that the civil guards are dis-
solved, adding that the Prussian minis- .
ter of war has alrendy decided vpem
such s step. ’

The demands are said to have been fe-
sompanied by a note from the minister
lecluring they contained a passage *‘im-
nlicatihg untrue suppositions on the part
of France'’, but stating the Berlin gow-
erament *‘did not believe itself obliged
v enter into mew renresontations to the
Freneh government,''

————

MACHINE GUN FIRE WAS MISTAKE
(By The A'mel_ated Press.)

FRANKFORT, April 8. — Assertion
that shere was no intention v fire & ma-
ehine gun into & crowd here Wodnesdny
and that the incident was really a mis- -
hap, is made by a French officer whe

witnessed it. Fear on the part of s -

French soldier that the crowd intended
to rush the patrol in the street led to the
tragtedy. .
This«man, it is declared, put a belt of
cartridges into the gun for the purpose
of firing one shot to disperse the crowd.
The explosion of the gun, however, cansed

which has been consistently distrustful of | the soldier in charge of it to lose Ny

Germany and strongly antagonistic to
Premier Lloyd George, this morning ex-
pressed extreme indignation at the
British government’s attitude with re-
gard to Franee’s occupation of German
neutral territory as set forth in the ‘‘au.
thoritative’’ statement issued last night.

“We seldom have read a more la-
mentable or more shameful exposition of
British poliey,'’ says the newspaper,
“‘In this the return we are to make to
Franee for all that she nas donp and suf-
fored by our side? We tremble at.the

ults of this scandalous announcement,
this explosion of inconceivable folly, up-
on that union of the British and French

in judgment" in sending so many Afri-
can troops to Frankfort, saying this will

‘“Pertinax,”’ the political
The Echo de Paris, writes an ususcally
savago artigle attacking Premier Lioya
George, whom he callien ‘‘demagogues”
He says in eonclusion:

‘‘Mr. Lloyd George has never for-
given the poliey adopted ty France since
Janvary of becoming independent within

'wlimhuy wounded and wone

head and the whole belt wps fired. It is
explained by the officer that every ecare
had been taken to prevent a repetition of
the *‘aeeident’’,

Inspection of the 36 machine guns
hrought to Frankfort by French treops
Ims been made and it said none of them
was found defeetive or to show a tondl-
oney to fire upon the insertion of the
cartridge belt, AN of them were used
during the war. Acecounts of the ‘inel-
dent have stated the safety cateh of &
gun was defective nnd that it began to
fire automatically as soon as the belt was
placed in position, Twenty of those who
were hit during the fusillade were only

able to walk
te thelr bomes. : ik 7
Two new French proclamations sppear-

be with-

drawn and the other forbidding the peo-
ple to jeer and the
obey

(By The Assoclated Press.)
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