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| American Soldiers Want
. Best of Reading Matter

More than balt a million books
o ~have already bean gent to Amn_rh;.u

. poldiers in France and

camps In thin country by the War

#Bervies Committes of the American
! Library Association and the work of

" supplylng reading matter Lo the boys

~ ‘in khakl is to be kept up on as large

25 a mcale 88 pou!bla; 7

i b r ¥ the

' tee show that the library bulldings
in each of the training campe have
proved & mecca for thousands of sol-
diers and that on many days the en-
tire gupply of books was exhausted.
The cost of constructing the lbrary
© _pulldings won del from a gift
+ “of $320,000 from the Carnegle
Foundstion, of which there is still a
, surplus.  In all, the committee re-
igelved $1,600,000 In sahscriptions
with which to keep the soldiers sup-
plied with first-class reading mat-
ter.

* Great care i necessary In accept-
lng contribution books a8 German
propagandists have been tirelessly

President Admonishes
Army and Navy
to Observe Sabbath
THE WHITE HOUSE,

The Presidemt, commander in
chief of the Army and Navy, fol-

Belgians Defiant as Ever
Toward German Invaders

That the spirit of Belglum has not

been weakened [n the slightest du-l

groe by the suffering she has endured

glnee 1914 s plainly shown by the
excerpts from King Al

lowing the o of
his predeccssors, desires a on-
Jjoins the ovderly observance of the
by the officers and men

the Usnited Hiates.
ance for man and beast of the pre-

weribed wockly rest, the sacred
rights of roldicrs and
sallors, & deforence fo

-actlve in thelr efforts to gat storles
of German glory into the libraries.
. -Reports show that the soldiers pre-
fer the best of reading matter and
are particularly anxioun to get books

%ot France.

HIE EXEMPTION GROUND
The two young girls watched the
%i&mur young Cuthbert pass alon

' dealing with the history and ‘customs|

bert's reply to the Fopo's peace pro-
posal:

“Tha integrity of Belgium, tha ter-
ritory of the mother country and col-
onles, political, economic and mill-
tary independence without condition
or restriction, reparation for damage
guffered and the guarantees against
& renawal of the szgresslon of 1814
—such remain the indispensahble
conditlops of,a jost peaco. Any sei-
tlement that would not recognize
them - would shake the very foeunda-
tions of justice.

“1¢ there 18 a country that has the
right to say it took up arms to de-
fend its existence It assuredly

ATHLETICS BENEFIT MEN
MENTALLY AND MORALLY,
AS WELL AS PHYSICALLY

A summary of what the War Do
partment Commisalon on  Tralning
Camp Actlvitles has accomplished in
the last few months o providing ath-
letle recreation for the thoussnds of
men In the thirty-two National Army
and Guard camps amd u forecast of
fts planas for further promoting thin
vast work are contaioed in a state-
meont Izsusd by Dr. Joseph E Hay
croft, athletic superyisor of the Com-
mission, who bas moved his head-
quarters from Princeton to Washing-
ton for tho duration of the war,

The keen reiallonshlp betwesn ac-
tual warfare nod the various éports
that have been fostered in the canton-
mente {s emphasized in the statemont
*“The sports included In the cpmp cur-
riculum, such a8 boxing, foolball and
| soccer,”” Dr. Raycroft declares, =
(been melected not ouly as mean:
| amusement but to propare the
for the atroggle to come, and the val-
us of the athletle training they have
receive will be fully realized when
they go ‘over the top.” "

Uniform Doesn't Muke Saldier

“When the Commison first began
Its work in this direction there was a
well-defined bellef prevaleot thut a
goldier was made Ly pulling b man in
a uniform and teaching him 1he man-
pal of arms,” Dr. Aayerolt ptates
“Wa have proved the utter fallacy of
thie theory by showing that athieties
incresse o man's fighting eMeienc
well as providing him with wholeaome
recrention during his lelsure bours

“Some ldea of the siope of the
work we are dolng can bo obtalned by
visualizing the fact that ot one weet-
ern cantanmunt 16 baseball dinmonds
have been lald out In one great field
oand games have beey in simuliansous
progresa on each, while al another 26
gridirons, with goal-posts and hlesch
ers having n woating capacity
18,0060, were in use last fatl

“With this pieture in mind, it con
b redily seen that the various sports
have been promoted on @ scale un
paraileled in histor:. The wld order
of things has been banished and in Itn
place new rales and regulutions hive
been formalated to govern conditions
attendant to the perticipaiion nf hun-
dreds of men In a single grme. For
Instance, the player limit on football
teama In most camps has been radsed
from 11 to 15, while in soecer pumes
In which 400 men hase taken §
with na many s eight 1o ten ball
4 1 fren

“Nothing like jt
tempted  before. %
taught Allfed ofenrs the o
jn good athlétie tralning resders o
mun in battle, hat it has remasined for
the United States ta glve sports n
definite place in thie militars progeai
|and make it plain that  tharengk
athletle training ds o 1 in
the equipment of every A T
dier

soceer Mighly Valuable

Dwelling on the part that athietles
will play in the conflict, ir Hayerolt
points out that the training they bave
|n:r-vlml In such gports as boxing snd
woceer will b of nest
“While playing moce
{ “a man must L reac 4
ntrike at the hull with eith
this way he naturally acquir short
| muit and & balance that will serve him
yin good  stesd an i the
| ehuroed and [urrowsedl
| Man's land.

“In boxing,"” Ur. Rayeroft rontin
ues, “mearly every blow snd posillon
bmn (18 rounterpurt in hayoneting
Where & man now sturts @ left hook
for the head of his opponent o a
friendly camp bout, he will soon be
using the same movemenis (0 sesding
hin bayonet slashing ut the throat of
an armed antagonist, while a right
hook to the jaw will be duplicnted
when he swings the bhutt of his gon
on the juw of o disarmad foe

Dr. Raycroft has been greatly ela
ted by the fashlon in which the sol

dlers have taken to poccer.  His state-
ment says:
1a Bel-| o ' u bighly exbilarating game,
that bining the imium of exer

glum. She desires
an end be brought to the unheard of
sufferings of Iis population, but she
would have kept only a pesce that
would assure her at the sama time
the equitable reparation and security
and gusrantees for the future.”

WOODHOW WILSON.

* PRIVATE HONORED

A private ln one of the commands
in one of the Eaglern cantonments
was not particularly popular with his
tentmates. ‘When he was transferred

10 d they hung out
& sarvice flag.

A BIRD OF AN IDEA

The War Department i being
swamped with suggestions os to how
to end the war and devices to be em-
ployed. Many of thess suggestions
are filed awsy because of their lm-
practicability, Others have been
adopted.

those

Among
thenght -to be practicable-

which wes not
was the|

He
and recreation with a tralning that
will be mighty useful to the men
when they moot the ememy. Then
too, any nomber can partielpate in a
game and [t.can be played ln the com-
panoy Eirests, ps no special
ment or field are geeded.  Thess ad-
vaniages make Il ay lhleal sport for
the camps
“Plans are now Leing worked out,

Dr. Raveroft says, “whereby prizes
and medals will be given sompanies
und individuals for athletic proficien-
cy.'" This, he expects, will excite
even greater interest in cathp sports.
“There &re more men participating

squip- [




