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By The Editor

Attendance figures glven by K.
A. MacDonnld in his column this
week are nothing less than shock-
ing, and indicate that It's high
time parents along with all other
taxpayers took an interest in the
gituntion and tried to do some-
thing about it, He suld there were
GABE absences In the county schools
during the third month, or an
average of 317 per day. He also
says that the third month is sup-
posed to be ane of the best. First,
this could result In o loss of ten-
chers and  roduced educationnl
standards in some schools if al-
lowed to continne, Second, we're
wasting our money in running
the schools and paying the teach-
ers It the children wren't there
It tukes 10 tomchers to teach 317
pupils, s we wasted Mot much
teacker Ume, or our money, ev-
ery day durlhg the third month.
It doesnt hove to be that way,
and Rockfish &= a ecase to prove
I, That eompiinity has had to
fight for its teachers and intends
to keop them, Attendance there
was 06.3 for the third month and
ha béen execvllont all vear. If
they can keep the pupils there
the others can, and it's in the in-
terest of us  all to see thot it's
done. If we'll just keep each ab-
gence in mind and try to avald
ity a 1ot will be accomplished.

Letter received last week by
the  sheriff seems  interesting
enough to print, ko here goes,

Deur Sheriff:

1 know you are busy, but I
wish you would have some of
your brave boys casually to in-
vestignte the siray dog situation
out here in this neighborhood, I
am heartily in favor of Romance
(with =a big R) for man and
beast; but when stray dogs con-
gregate and make nights hideous
and woakeful for peaceable efti-
zens, yapping at cows in the field,
and giving some evidence that
they are mad, ot least temporar-
ily~I'm ready to grib my shot-
gun, and have done so nightly.
The disturbance could be quell-
ed if authorities followed the
time-honored French police max-
im—‘Cherchez In femme'—locate
the female and mnke the owner
keep her confined. I have not yet
found her, but a number of dog
owners hercabouts let their dogs
run everywhere.

“l hope someéthing can be done,
for this is not one little incident,
but something occcurring at too
frequent intervals.

“Anyway, Goodwill
holidays and after,

Armold A. McKoy
Raeford, Route 2"

Sheriff Hodgin didn't say what
steps he took, but did report that
the disturbance had been quelled,

-

The death of former Sheriff
Edgar Hall last week marked the
passing of the laxt of the full
time county officials appointed
by Governor Kitchen when this
county was formed in the spring
of 1011, John Hector Smith was
reglster of deeds, W, B. McQueon
was clerk of court and W. J.
McCraney was treasurer. The
first bourd of county commission-
ets consisted of J, W, Johnson, 8.
J. Cameron and J. A. McPhaul,
Hugh Archle Camerca was de-
puty sheriff. The first board of
education consisted of J. A. Hod-
gin, wtill lving at Antioch, N. A.
McDonald and Neill MeKinnon,
and J. A. McGooguan, now county
necountant, was superintendent of
schools. Other part-time officinls
were County Aftorney J, W. Cur-
rie, County Physician Dr. G, W,
Brown, County Coroner Dr, A. P,
Dickson. Dr, Dickson was suo-
cooded in 1012 by Duncan Me-
Duffle ps corotier. John Wector
Smith resigned as register of
deeds effective November 8, 1911,
and waus succeeded by John M.
MeNule, Thomas McBryde repre-
sented Hoke County In the Gen.
eral Assembly of 1912,

The courthouse was bullt In

(Continued on back page)

for the

Dates On Hunting
Given By Warden

District Game Protector H. R
McLean this week called the at-
tention of hunters to the fact that
open season for some animals
closes oo Janunry first and moet
af the others within the next [ow
weeks, He urged hunters to pay
attention to these dotes and a-
vald the severe penalties for
game law wviolations.

The deer and gquirrel season
ends on January 1, 1954,

The dove saason which s now
open will close on January 10,

The duck senson will close on
January 9.

The open scason on quail, rab-
bit and turkey will close on Jan-
uvary 30, and the season for hunt-
ing roccoon and opossum Wil
olose on February 15,

YOUR

SCHOOL NEWS

By K. A. MacDonald

Total enrollment, membership,
and percontage in attendance for
ull schools for the third mbonth
Is as follows: Hoke High 241, 270,
92.1; Hoke High Bth groade 116,
107, B8.2; J. W. McLauchlin Ele-
mentary 680, 648, 02.1; Ashemont
141, 119, 91; Rockfish 124, 112,
06,3, Mildouson 987, 88, 93.1.

Hoke County Indian 207, 207,
789,

Upchurch High 305, 387, 054;
Upchureh Elementary 778, 773,
91.9; Bowmore 153, 141, 85.5; New
Hope 71, 60, 96.9; Buffolo 85, B5,
17.4; Rocktish Colored 45, 44, 77.9;
White Oak 02, 90, 01.3; Laurel
Hill 172, 170, 96.7; Freedom 70,
76, 92.1; Frye's Mission 38, 38, #8;
Friendship 49, 48, 029, Shady
Grove 51, 561, 97; Burlington 368,
368, 95.0.

Frye's Mission led the county
in percentage of attendance with
88%. They had only 15 absences,
10 of which were accounted for
by sickness.

Rockfish led the white schools
with a percentoge of 96.3. They
have had excellent attendancs all
year. Of course the Hoke County
Indian School haa o competition,
Friendship was runner-up among
the colpred schools with B7.T%.

Despite this wonderful attend-
ance in some of the schools there
is o tragedy going on among us,
for in all the schools in the coun-
ty, there were during the third
month & tolal of 6358 absences
The third month is supposed to
be one of the best months for at-
tendance, We do not expect too
high a rate of attendance during
the first two months on account
of crop gathering. But the third,
fourth, fifth and sixth months
are supposed to be our boest.

We beg of the parents to take
note of this condition and do
everything in their power to keep
the children in school. We beg
the teachers to do everything they
ecan to get the children o come to
school. Divide 6358 by the 20 days
of schools and you get 317, the
average number of pupils absent
every day. If all these puplls ware
out of one school, ten teachers
would sit there all day with not
a soul in their classrooms. It's
tragie.

Happy New Year.

PERSONALS

Dr. Horace Andréws of Chicags
spont Christmas with his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. J. M, Andrews. He
left on Sunday for Washington,
D. C., where he is representing
Swift & Co. at the unnual meet-
Ing of the American Statistical
Association and returned to Chi-
cago on Wednesday to resume his
duties at the Resourch Laborstar-
fes,

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Coving-
ton returned home from Hunters-
ville after spending Christnns
with Mr. and Mrs. Hurd Brad-
ford and family.

Mrs. Frank McLean spent Sat-
urday at Barium Springs with
her children.

PayrollgDeductiom
For Social Security
Increase Tomorrow

The Inerepsed socinl security
tax rate will first be noticed In
winges reccived by workers after
the first of the year, nccording in
n joint statement of Internal Re-
venue Service and Social Sedur-
Ity Bervice officlale. Employecs
In jobs covered by the low will
have 2 percent instend af the pre-
sont 1V perecent taken out of
their pay up to earnings of $3,600.
u year,

The tax increpse is in accord-
ance with the 1960 smendmenty
to the social seeurity Inw, and was
enncled by Congress toward meat-
Ing future obligations of the olid-
nge and survivors Insuronce pro-
gram,

The statement pointed out,
howewer, that while the soelal L~
curity tnx for the self<employed
Iz seheduled to go from 215 to 3
pereint beginning with 1054, the
increase will not be noticed by
must sclf-employed persons until
they file thelr income tax return
in 1955, This Is besuse the in-
vrinse applies to 1954 earnings,

Somewhat ns a hopeful caution

I, In cases involving multiple
businesses, one or more of which
is not subject to the self-employ-
ment tax, show on the self-em-
ployment return only that busi-
ness which is covered by the law

1. The self-employed individual
must whow his social security ace
count number on his self-em-
ployment return every where it
{5 called for.

Information about the self-em-
ployment provisions of the social
security law, or about the sociil
security tax increase, may be se-
cured from the office of the In-
ternal Revenue Service or the
Socinl Security Adminlstration.

1953 Cotton Acreage
Allotments Explained

North Carolina's share of the
national cotton acrenge allotment
for 1954 has been set at 528,632
acres.

W. €. Williford, Hoke County
farm agent for the State College
Extenslion Service, explaing that
the North Carolina allotment is
based on acreage and production
history of eotton in the state, The
formulis for dividing the national
allotment among the various cot-
ton-producing  states was estab-
lished by Congress in the Agri-
eultural Adjustment Act of 1938,
and its amendments,

Cotton farmers In Hoke have
already received their 1054 al-
lotmonts,

The national cotton acreage al-
lotment is based on the amount
of land required to produce a
“normal supply” of cotton, #e-
cording to the county agent. In
the cuse of the 1854 crop, the re-
quired production amounts to a-
round 8.6 million bales. Congress
stipulated, however, that the na-
tlonal marketing quota for 1954
should pot be less than 10 mil-
lion bales. At average ylelds, 1o
produce a 1954 crop of 10 mil-
lion bales would require 17910~
448 acres. North Carolina’s share
of this, using Congress' formula
based on past production history,
is 528,632 acres. This has resulted
In many Tar Heel cotton farm-
ers' allotmeni being cut 50 per
cent o more.

County acreage allotments have
been divided among cotton farms,
Individual farm allotments will
serve us a basis for determining
price support eligibility in 1054.
The Individual farm allotment is
also the basis for the farm mir-
keting quota,

|

Friends of Starr McMillan, Jr.
of Wilmington will regret 1o
learn that he Is a patlent st James
Walker Hospital, where he is suf-
fering from a re-nction following

a tetanus Inoculation.

hl'idf;ar Hall, 85,_ |
First Sherif{,
Dies Wednesday

EDGAR

HALL

Funeral T Hold Thursday
Edpar Mall, ‘he
und an officizl of the

first sheviff of

this county

to the self-employed, the loenl

offices emphasized the noecessity county for 30 vears, died ut I‘z"
for proper completion of self- home here "'1""’ 19 agiop three o'
employment returns o hesure clock: lust ““:‘-'-'_"'-*" afternoon,
thit correct social security ere- Doecomber 23, at the age of B85, He
dils are ihven, Tn.this ﬂ““;m_“"" hnd !-\-.u.-n In de .-Flm'm,: health for
two lmportant suggestions were some time alull his condition had
offeted: been  worse since nn o attack of

tmeumonin several months Ago.
He was confined about 10 doys
in his final Mness

Born  on & farm nesr Hope
Mills on June 4, 1868, Mr. Hall
was a son of the late Nathan and
Josephine Fort Hall, The family
luter moved to the vicinity of
Lumber Bridge where he attend-
ed school. In 1R96 he settled st
Dundarrach,” at that time a part
of Robeson County. There he en-
tered the mercantile business in
nddition to farming, having
founded the Dundarrach Trading

Company. He was also for sever-
al years proprietor of a lumber

yard and mill at Dundarrach.
When the movement for form-
ing Hoke County began he was

one of its early supporters. When
the county was formed in 1911,
Covernor W, W. Kitchen named
him sheriff of the new county.

He retained this office for 18

years and later served as clerk of

the superior court of the county
for 12 vears. Shortly after his ap-
pointment 15 sheriff he establish-

ed his home in Raeford,

He was 1 member of the N. C.
National Cuard for severs]l years,
achieving the rank of captain. He
was first lisutenant of Co. F, 2nd
North Carolina  Infantry, during
the Spanisth American war, and
whs captuin of a compuny of the
and Infantry organized here later.
This compuny went Intp service
on the Moxican border in 1816,

He was an elder in the Raeford
Breshyterian Church and was for
matiy vears teacher of the John
W. MeLauchlin Bible class. He
wias 2 Mason and held many high
offices in this order. He was a
district trustee and charter mem-
ber of the Racford Kiwanis club,

Mr. Hall was married twice
His first wife was the former
Miss Ada McMillan. One son,
Raymond T. Hall of Fayetteville,
survives this marriage. His sec-
ond wife, pleo deceased, having
passed away two years agoe, was
the former Miss Katie McMillan
of Robeson Coun'y. Surviving
this union are three doughters,
Misg Josephine Hall and Mres
Archie M. Byrne of Raeford and
Mre J. B. Eubanks of Wingate,
and one granddaughter, Anne
Murphy Byrne, Also surviving
Mr. Hall is one sister, Mrs. Law-
rence Currie of Shannon,

Funernl sorvice was conducted
at the Racford Preshytetian
Church at 3:00 o'clock Thursday
afternoon by the pastor, the Rev,
W. B. Heyward, and burinl was
In Raeford Cemetery. Pallbearers
were E. B, Campbell, F. M. Cul-
breth, Robert Williams, Clarence
Brown, D. H. Hodgin and L. W,

Stanton. Honorary pallbearers

were elders and deacons of the
church

m'ré Ex;-)lain ™

———

Big Change Contest
At Student Meeting

Students 0t Hoke County High
Bohoal will hear an explanation
next week of & Statewide orato-
rical contest offering in excess of
§6.000 in prize money for the
winning students.

R. B, Lewis, Exee. Vige Pres, of
The Bank of Racford, will dis-
cuss “The Big Change" contest,
sponsored by the North Carolina
Buankers Associntion, st the high
school on next Wednesday, Jan-
uary 8,

State finals in the contest will
be held in Raleigh on March 31
Prior {o thot  time, eliminations
will be held in three divigiony,
ltn groups and every oounty of
the Siate on successive Wednes-
days

The contest Is deslgned to focus
attention an the progress made in
North Camoline during the past
half-century, nnd to cause higa
sthool studentz to devole somne
thought as 1o how continued pra-
gress ean be achieved in the eom-
ing years

_—— e

Several Schools Are
Available To Farmers

W. € WillHord, county farm
agont, thiz week Invited the ot-
tention of farmurs of the cdunty
o the faet that several schools
on various matters of interest to
them will take place in the next
fow weeks The schools are list-
ed below and complete informa-
tion may be abtained on them at
the county agent's office.

Jon. 5-7, Farm Ineome
Shor! Course ut Asheville,

Jan. ¢ and 8, Seedmen's Short
Course, Charlotte.

Jan, 4-15, Moarket Milk Short
[Course, State College, Raleigh,

Jun, 12-14, Nurserymen's Short
Course, State College.

Jan. 1020, Pesticlde
State College.

Jon, 20, Annual meeting of N,
C. Crop Improvement Association,
State College.

Vel e

Holidny guests of the Rev. and
Mrs. W. B. Heyward were Mrs.
Heyward's parents, Mr, and Mrg
John Ramsaur, her grandmother,
Mrs. L T, Hamilton and her
great-aunt, Miss Carrie Taylor,
all of Lincolnton.

Tax

School,

IBOTH MEN INJURED IN WRECK

LAST WEDNESDAY NIGHT DIE

Hoke High Teams
Here Next Week

Aftor resting since they took
a doubleheader from Tist High
School on the night of December
18, the Hoke High school bays
nnd girls basketball teams will
return to action on the home court
next Tuesduy night when they
meet the teams from Wadesboro
They will algo play home gtmes
on Friday night when the teams
from Lumberton come here,

The Hoke girls team has a per-
feet record in five games sa far
this  senson, having defeated
Lawrinburg twice, Haomlet twice
and Seventy-Firsl one time.

The bovs have o record of three
victories and two defeats. They
hnve besten' Hamlet two times
and Seventy~First onee, but Tost
both engngements o Laurinburg

Junior varsity games will start
nt 6:30 on both Tupsday and Fri-
day night with the varsity girls
ghmes belvg 2ot for 7:830 and be-
ing followed immediately by the
varsity bovs,

7, M

Local Man’s Brother
Buried In Lee County

Funernl services were held at
the Buckhorn Methodist Church
ot Corinth, in Lee County, on
Wednesdny nfternoon for James
L. Stephens who died at his home
there on Mondoy. He was 68
yoars of age and was a brother
of C. L. Stephens of Rasford.

The service was conducted by
the pastor, the Rev, 8, C, Dobson,
Jr., and burial was in the church
vemetery, Mr, Stephens was a
member of the board of stewards
of the Buckhorn church and had
been church school superintend-
ent for o number of years,

He Is survived by his wife; his
utep-mother, Mrs. A. J. Stophens
of Raleigh; one daughter, three
gong; a foster son; six slsters in-
cluding Mrs. Cora Sessoms of
Fayetteville; two brothers includ-
ing C. L. Stephens of Raeford;

oand gix grandchildren.

A

vour neighbor,
ful and helpful

of God,

New Yearn

Health enough to make work a pleasure,
Wealth enough to support your needs,

Strength enough to battle with dif-
ficulties and overcome them;

Grace enough to confess your sins
and forsanke them,

Patience enough to toil until good

is accomplished,
Charity enough to see some good in
Love enough to move you to be use-

Faith enough to make real the things

Hope enough to remove all anxious
fears concerning the future.

WISH

to others,

—Goethe

Traffic Death Toll Now 18

The number of deaths from
automobile wrecks doubled that
of nny previous vear in this coun-
t¥ as Albert Rufus Suanders, 27-
year-old Navy man, and James
Sanders, 20 - year -old lumber
worker, both dled from Injuries
they recelved In o wreek on the
Turnpike about three miles west

of Racford on Wednesday night,
Decombier 23, Their deaths
hrought the f{oftal number of

deaths due 1o wrovkas in the coun=
ty to 18§ for the yoar, as Compars
¢ 1o the previous high of nide in
1052,

According to the official report
prepored by State Highway Pas
trolman W. T. Herbin, who in«
vestigited the accident, the two
men were in the front sent of o
187 Chevrolet bolonging to Al
fred Chavis, Indian, who was in
the back seat. Accarding to Cha«
vig, the only surviver, the patrol-
man snid that Jumes Sanders was
driving the car west on the Turn-
pilte road at about 9:30 o, m, when
it left the road on & curve about
o holf<mile west of the old W. J.
MeDbwrmid  homepinee.  Herbin
sitid that the car went off on the
right, then returned to the pave-
ment turned over, whieh it did for
n space of 120 feet.

Both James and Albert Sanders
were thrown from the car and
suffered head Injuries which
turned out to be fatal o both.
Chavis etayed In the car until it
enme o rest, and was practically
unhurt. The Sanders men wers
taken to Moore County Hospital
shortly after 10:00 o'clock where
Albert passed away at aboul 4:00
o'clock Thursday afternoon and
where James died at about 8:00
o'clock Monday night

Albert Sapders was a nephew
of James Sanders, as Albert was
the son of Mr. and Mrs. W. R.
Sanders and James was the youn-
ger half-brother of W. R. Sanders.

Double Funeral Wednesday

A double funeral service for
Albert Rufus Sanders and James
Sanders was held in the Racford
Methodigt Chureh at 2:30 on Wed-
nesday afternoon, and burlal fol-
lowed in the Raeford cemetery.
The service was conducted by the
Rev, J. Herbert Miller, pastor, as-
sieted by the Rev, E. E. Miller
of Autryville.

Albert Sanders, who was In the
U. §. Navy, was the son of Wil-
liam R. and Annie Roberts Holt
Sanders of Racford. He is surviv:
ad by his wife, the farmer Hazel
Ruth Caddell of Raeford; three
brothers, John Howard of Wis-
congin, Paul Winfred of Fayetie-
ville and Luke Sanders of Rae-
ford; six sislers, Mrs, Bertha Faye
Phillips of France, Mrs. Esther
Kate Garvin of Seattle, Wash,
Mrs. Maud Frank of Texas, Mas~-
garet Sanders, Mrs. Ginger Ma-
ness and Mrs. Frances Walters,
all of Raeford.

James Sanders wing the son of
Archie Diniels Sanders and the
late Marybelle Campbell San-
ders. His survivors include, In
addition to his fother, six broth-
ers, W. R, A, V. and D, C. San-
ders, all of Raeford, J. L. Sanders
of Newton, J. C. S8anders of Lau-
rel HIll and K. D. Sanders of
Greensboro; elight gisters, Mrs, L.
J, Campbell, Mrs. W. C. Deaton
and Mrs, James Thames, all of
Raeford, Mrs. Flossle Furr of
West End, Mrs. Scott Campbell
of Graham, Mrs. George Walker
of Newport News Va., Mrs, Mar-
garet Keene of Fayelteville, and
Mrs. Tom Campbell of Greens-
baro,

———

Mr, and Mrs. J. W. MecPhaal
hod as their guests for the wesk
end, Mrs. McPhaul's mother, Mrs.
Euniee Rouwse, and her sistécs
and brothers, Bruce, Annetfe,
Gerald and Talmadge Rouse, ell
of La Grange and Mr. and Mre
Vernard Stancil and daughters of

Warsaw.,




