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Hoke Cou Board of Ed=
ucation in a historic declalon
this week abolished the **dual
school system' in grades six
through 12 and provided for to-
tal Integradon by the fall of
1988,

L]

The board moved calmly and
awiftly to Implement a federal
edict which threatened action
leading to withdrawal of fed-
eral funds, In the Hoke school
system, that could amount to

most §750,000 a year,

However, {f that was the mo=
tivation behind Monday night's
action, It was well concealed.
The board scted as if the time
had come for the action to be
taken, and took i1, without a
single dissenting vote or argu=

Hoke Schools .
Graduate200 &

More than 200 high school
senjors were awarded diplomas
In commengement exerclses at
Hoke County’s three high
schools this week.

At Hoke High School, largest
of the three, 123 senlors were
gracusted before a capacity
crowd in sweltering Hoke High
gym. Raz Autry, principal,
presented diplomas.

Eddle Green, presidem of
his class at UNC School of
Law,. was principal speaker. He
Is a former student of Autry's.

At Upchurch High School, 80
senlors were graduated Monda
night after hearing Dr. Fra
Nﬁnr of nnh.lgé. eduoation
consultant for the Department
of Community Colleges, make
the gra’ stion address. Di~
plomas were awarded by J. D
MeAlllsier, principal.

Hawk Eye High School, a
class of 10 senlors recelved
diplomas Tuesday night (rom
garl  Oxendine,  principal,
Graduation speaker was Dr.

mett.

One High School For County

term.

elassrooms will be required to

teachers of the varlous shift-

The sweeplng overhaul of the
school system established a
single high school for the en~
tire county, It will encompass
the present Hoke High School
and W, T, Glbson School plants,
which are separated only by
Bethel Road. The high school
will sccommodate jrades nine
through twelve.

The Upchurch plant will be
used for all students in grades
six, seven and eight. with the
Upchurch grades one through
five being absorbed other
elementary schools in the sys=
tem.

That portion of the plan will
be put into effect Immediately,
Phase three=-the total Inte ra=-

Donald D. Abernethy, supers
intendent of schools, pralsed
the board for its decisivencss
and sound judgment.

*1 don't belleve a hetter or
more equitable solution to the
dilemma’* could have been found
Abernethy sald.

Me relerred to the recent
federal edict, recelved only &
week ago by the school board,
Informing It thet administra-
tive actlon already had been
Initiated azainst the Hoke Coun=
ty system, Ultlmately, that
action would have resulted (n a
hearing and almost certaln loss
of federal assistance until the
order was Implemented,

Abernethy sald the new Hoke

sccommpdate the amalgama
tlon, Abernethy sald.

The Upchurch student body
will be about 1300 In slze,
Facllities at the previously all-
Negro school will be adequate
for the time being, Abernethy
surmised, since the present
Upchurch grades one through
flve will e maved to other
gchools,

Flve other schools inthe sys=
tem will be used by grades
one through flve, They are
Raeford Elementary,J.W. Mc=
Lauchlin Elementary,fourlock,
West Hoke, and Hawk Eye, Bur=
lington Elementary School will
be closed.

Faculties of the new Hoke

ity grades will be translers
red, along with the students, to
their new campuses.

Also eliminated will be the
dual bus system, At present,
white and Negro students are
transported  separately. with
both buses sometimes coverin,
the same roufes.

Followin; (5 a resume of the
board's actioh, as presented to
the Department of Health, Ed=
ucagion and Welfare;

**The Hoke County Board of
Education Lii o regular meeting
on June 3, 1968 voted to Ime
plement a program toelimingte
the dual school system with de-
finize actions to be taken In two
stages, the first to be at the

1968 == (1} Consoildate the
present three high schools (o
one. The consolidared high
school will be located on the
campuses of the present Hoke
High Schoal and the new W,T.
Glbson Schoo! (adjoinds o), Al
Hoke County chtldren in grades
9=12 will ane thils school.
(2) Form & consolidated schoo)
In the Upchurch plant to hiuse
all of Hoke Coumy's sehioal
children (n grades & - & (35
Close the Durlington Elemen=
tary School (presently grades
1-8. all Negroj Most of these
students will be assioned to the

South Hoke 3chool (lormerly
the Hawk Eye School, predome

tion of grades one throtgh five--
the be=

ginalng of the 1989-70 school

will be accomiplished by

English  Jones, president of
Pembroke State College.

Baccalaureate exercises
were held ot each of the three
schools Sunday.

Tuesday might's exerclses at
Hoke High Sehool were perhaps
the most Impressive ever held
at the school. The gym was
crowded with parents, students
and friends of the ;raduating
sentors, and the hizh school
faculty, In academic robes,
shared the platform with Autry
and other participants.

Dorens of awards werehand=
ed out Tuesday morning when
Awards Day waa held at Hoke
High School.  Announcement
of the scholarship awards also
was made at Commencement

Many citations were pre=
sented in the way of scholar~
ships by a member of the spon=
soring organizatior, Others
were presented by & teacher
or the principal. They are as
lollows:

See GRADUATION, Page §

body of

High 3ehool will have a student
gome 1200 students.
Several moblle or temporary ed.

High School

GIBSON SCHULARS-=recwlving the first W, T, Gibson Seuws
larship are John MeNelll and Helen Parks, Robert Gallin,

School will be totally Integrat=
In effect, the classroom

and Upchurch

beginntag of the 1983-89 school
term, the second and final tobe
implemented at the beginning of

officer of Hoke NCLA, sponsor of the scholarship, makes
the presentation,
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Commissioners OK Hiring Helper

Hoke County Board of Com=
missioners appropristed funds,
granted requests ol sonie agen=
cles, and made a pumber of

appointments Monday st & hall-
day June session,

A resoiution was passed ap-
proving the hiring of a sub-
person  for the

professional

CLINMC--Rasford Lions Club sponsored a glsycoma clinic here Tuesday, attracting almost 800
local residents to the examinstions, held at Rasford Methodist Church, Here, & visitor to the
ciinic takes & basic oye test for visual aculty. The examinations also included one for detens
ton of diabeses. There was no charge for the sarvices, ypornored by Lions &8 part ctjghelr
program to help the bilnd snd visually handicapped.

agricullural  extenslon office
here, According to W.S, Young,
county agricultural director,
and Miss Josephine Hull, coun«
ty home agent, the helper would
be pald entirely from funds of
the Department of Labor the
first year, If his or her ser-
vices are retained the second
year, the federal government
will pay ote-hall the salary,
while the other half must be
paid locally.

A $100 fund was approved
for the Hoke County Soll and
Water Conservation Commis-
slon, This was a $50 hike over
last year's contribution,

A resolution was passed up-
proving the purchase of a dup=
licating machine for the welfare
department and an alr condi-
tioner for the courthouse of-
fiee of the parole, officer,

Another appeal lor additional
funds came from the Sandhills
Mental Health Agency which
wanted §500 more than the es-
blished $4,500 appropriated
by Hoke herstofors,

A welecomed letter read by
County Manager T.B, Lester
advised that Hoke had been re-
surveyed and that this year the
county would be required to pay
only 30 per cent of the cost of
cperating local forest fire con-
trol, rather than the previous
38 per cent,

At the requast of Jim Fout,
FPhil Dishl was re-appoinied to
& five-yoar term oo the Hoke

Summer School

Summer school classes
scheduled to begin June 10
have beant postponed untll June
17, sccording to Ernest Sumten,
sasistam  superimendent of
schools,

The course, held for remedial
and makeup purposes, will con=
e six wesks from thelr bes
ginlng  dase.

Planning Board, Foul was pre-
sent to bLring the board wp to
date on & number of federally
sponsored projects about to be
or already established in Hoke
County.

Three men re-appointed (o
the planning tvard were Gu-

Gillis and Mrs, Sam Homewood
were named to represent Hoke
County on e board of direc-
tors of Sandhills Community
Action Program,

Mrs, 8L, Willlams has been
appointed to the Hoke County
Welfars Board bringing the to-

inantly Indianj.
“*The above actions will to-
taily eliminate the dual syscen

Of Education Wipes Out
School System’ In Hoke

the 1088=T0 sehov) term, The
course of action | Wiz

V. We
i Indin

1068==Ditalls of our course
ol aotion are o bhe worded outy
wt we will rotally intedrate
‘rades 1=0, probably by paire
in., of gl . We assure that
the plan wil aly to all par=
ties and wi C el with
the policles o * The pla
was  Wnaimously adupted hy
D | . chalr na, Dr.
RM, Jordan, vice chalrmatt,
Rl (Cobty) GInson Jre Wele
Howell Jr., and AW, Wood Jr.
It was stronly endorsed by
Abernethy.

Acrugily, the first indlcatis
that the action would he nece-
essary came in Jauary whe
the elvil _0!__*.;1. division of

Sew SCHOOLS, Pape 9

Town Board

—Sets Budget

At $377,421

Raeford town board this week
approved a budget of $177,.421
for the 1B6B-66 year, a slight
increase over the current bud-
et

The anticipated expenditures
involve $I76,471 in general fund
expenditure estimates and
$200, 950 In watir-sper xpon-
LEEN

No Wnerease o the tax rate
Is forthcoming, commissionars
sald, bLstimates include an loe
crease of apjroximately $59, -
000 in water-sewer revenyes
over current recelpts,

“This Increase will result
from an Increase 1n the lodus-
trial and/or other large water
user rates, beginning s July,
1968,"" the board sald., *“This
rate Increase vas authorized
in a bond referendum when
voiers approved plans o en-
large the sewage treatment
plant and to install & new out-

bert Ray, Jake Austin and Al-
fred Leach,

Charlie Harold

Morrison, ment.

tal number on the board to four,
A fifth member will be appoint=
ed by the state wellare depart-

fall Une

The budget provides for a
blanket ralse for Lown employ=-
es of aboul 5 per cent of their

WA AN

President, No Less, Arranges

Anniversary Date For Couple

BY LUCY GRAY PEEBLES

A phone call from the White House can be
an exciting thing, especlally when it telis you
that you can spend s whole day with your
soldier husband,

To have & whole day with her spouse was a
privilege Mrs, Georpe Fhillips (the former
Nita Parker) waan't expecting to happen for
some time, but & little ingenuity turned e
trick,

Gince Fhillips was inducted & few wesks
ago, she has only been allowed to talk to him
0 or I8 minutes on Sunday when she would
visit him, The last visit she made was not
able to talk to him at al..

Plans of long standing for celebrating thelr
first vedding anniversary o & blg way were
squelched on the day he was Inducted.

Chatiing with him on one of the visits, she
wisthul.y expressed a yearning for & miracle
to happen which would give them that special
day together, *'1 doubt \f anybody short of the
president, Mmsel!, could do that,* her husband
had remaried,

Sunday before last George's parents, Mr.a
Mra, Fellx Phillips of Green Street, and
came homs disappointed, They had made the
trip to Fort Bragg and had aot been sble o
vialt with the treines, Nita made @ her mind
o try something.

if the president was the only one who could
et har access (0 her husband, then she would

This she did and on
when e phone rang

write to the presidant,
the following Tuesday
and the Washington, D.C, volee answered,
she nearly fainted, Her youny husimnd had
been working with hand grenades and she just
knew something had happend, Dul that wasn't
it at all,

The volce st the other end was Ue presl-

dent's secretary and before she knew whit
was really happening, he told her that she
would be allowed o spend a day with her
husband, Orders had besn forwarded

George's commanding officer, the volce said,
and everything would be all set hen she
arrived at the tase marly Sunday morning,

Private Phillips was able to call his wile
Feiday night to tell her that he could moet
her after 10 o'clock Sunday moming, The)
could spend the day together, Dut It must be
spent on the poal.

The young wife took & plenie lunch and they
o5l in the shade on the grass and snjoyed it
The day was over all too quickly, Itwass
pletsant one, weatherwise, and & happy one
for the young couple, Although It came two
days before the June T saniversary date, it
will alwvays be rememivred as an ARniveTsary
celebration,

Mrs, Phlllips Is & daughler of Mrs, Leo
Parker of Rasford and & grandtaughter o
Mre, Heary Terrell of Wesi Fifth Street
where she will live widie her hustansd is in
BerVvice,

and wages,
sreakdown of

present salarjes
Following 15 a
budget estinmtos
Revenue == Geueral fund,
176 4%1; aler and sewer,
S200,950; otal, $377,421,
Expenditures =« General gove
vriment, S44,77]; peneral
pose (towi hall mamtesance,
elc.), 2 police depart-
i fire department,
denartment,
| sandtation deg
Olher | cemple
i pfuperal fug, 3

Vater « Sewur <= General
operations (dett service, ete,),
$106, 597 aten Liply, pamji=
ihg and Nllerting, $14,150; Lin
mamtenance and repair, $3l,-

sewer planl oper h

108; oAl waler - gewer,

$200,9060.
“The 1966 - 60 budget es-
timates (genera] fuhd) show= a
revenle Increass O Approxs
imately 50,000 atove the 1907
08 budget,” the report declir-
od, “This revenus I8 U result
of added property valuauon and
of course, property ta
expentditure of this Incre
rRvene salury lu=
creases amounting to
Imately & 5§ per
and also an tlen
update the roalr

nrofiram,'

enwhile, commissioners
Monday night otnted Franks
i mal, © issioter, o

serve as W urer

BCEf=

SATY, boa ne sald, o

ive someone authority to sigr
payroll and oer checks, stnce
the twan no lotger has 4 Lown

managyer,

Ld willlams, who had served
i that post som Ive VATH,
left here June | 10 becoime town
MAMAEeT Al s

Silver City

Singing Se
The Sllwer Clty Comemurdty
will celebrage Ity [4th

VErIary ¥ sponsor] 8

' the manter

suray,

All cholry In the ares are

insited to perticipete. The
program will be held a

Grove Bamist Church beginning
"R m

Proceeds will R0 toward a
clasteup and besutification proe
g7am ut Sliver Clty Community
Cematery




