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Christmas, 1775 - 1975
Christmas, 1975. It is just 200 years since the last Christmas

season before a handful of colonies became the United States of
America. New Hampshire, in fact, adopted a constitution during
that season and would declare its independence seven months
before the Fourth of july. 1776.
Ten years earlier Britain's notorious Stamp Act had been passed

and John Adams wrote in his diary:
"Christmas. At home, thinking, reading, searching, concerning

taxation without representation."
By Christmas, 1775, the fight for freedom was well under way.
Today the beneficiaries of those early struggles celebrate

Christmas wife festivities forbidden or frowned upon in the New
Hngland of that time. Until the middle of the 19th century,December 25 was an ordinary work day in Boston, and it was not
unusual to be fired for taking the day off. The public schools were
in session, too.

But the outlawing of Christmas observances did not mean any
less regard for the teachings of the Master who gave the day his
name. Now, as the U.S. looks up from the jolly Yuletide table to an
array of practical and moral challenges, there is encouragement for
Americans of whatever outlook in the way the founders related
their deepest beliefs to their human responsibilities.

John Adams called himself "a churchgoing animal for seventy-six
years, from the cradle." He saw that "religion and virtue are the
only foundations, not only of republicanism and all free
governments, but of social felicity under all governments and in all
the combinations of human society."

His wife Abigail wrote to her son that man, "created after God's
own image," was "bound to the performance of certain duties,
which all tend to the happiness and welfare of society, and are
comprised in one short sentence. 'Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself.'" * '

Thomas Jefferson, the self-styled materialist, pieced together his
own "Bible" from the gospels and gave it to Adams. Both of them
deplored dogma and ecclesiastical corruption of what Jefferson
called "the most sublime and benevolent code of morals which has
ever been offered to man." And Jefferson, in the course of
defending religious freedom and differences, predicted that "the
genuine and simple religion of Jesus will one day be restored; such
as it was preached and practiced by himself."

George Washington was seen kneeling with the Bible morning and
night in his library. At Valley Forge he regularly went aside to prayin private. "Humility and pacific temper of mind," he wrote to the
states, "were the Characteristics of the Divine Author of our blessedReligion, and without an humble imitation of whose example inthese things, we can never hope to be a happy Nation."

Benjamin Franklin was frank to admit falling short from his"bold and arduous project of arriving at moral perfection." Heseldom attended public worship. But. like the others, he had a
concern for making divinity manifest in humanity. One of his
prayers was: "Increase in me that wisdom which discovers mytruest interest. Strengthen my resolutions to perform what thatwisdom dictates. Accept my kind offices to thy other children asthe only return in my power for thy continual favors to me."

The language of the founders may be of two centuries ago. Their
concern tor linking faith and works still speaks to a Christmas spiritunconfined by the calendar.

Christian Science Monitor

Browsing in the
of The News-Journal

25 years ago
Thursday, December 21, 1950

The home of Mr. and Mrs. J.H.
Plummer in the Wayside section of
the county was destroyed by fire of
unknown origin last Sunday morn¬
ing.

H. D. Harrison, committee
chairman, yesterday expressed the
appreciation of the Raeford Lions
club to the people of Raeford who
responded so generously to the
club's appeal for toys and clothing.

Mrs. J.M. Baker, clerk for Hoke
County draft board number 48.
said yesterday that orders were
going to 10 men in the county this
week to report to the Fayetteville
Induction station on January 12.
1951 for induction into the Army
under the Selective Service Act.

Mrs, Ellen Tiner Davis. 83. died
early yesterday morning at the
home of her daughter. Mrs. Alex
Baker, of Raeford. route 1.

1 5 years ago
Thursday, December 22, 1960

Mrs. Luke Bethune. Hoke Coun¬
ty Librarian has announced her
retirement after 23 years of loyalservice to the county in librarywork.

Santa Claus. ice cream, and
presents were all in abundance this
past week for employees of the
Raeford Plant of Burlington In¬
dustries as they celebrated their
annual Christmas Party.

Three additional helpers have
been hired by the Raeford Post
Office to help with the extra burden
over the holidays, according to
postmaster D.C. Cox.

Seven wrecks, five of which are
alleged to be the product of
drinking drivers, left a trail of
blood and debris on the highwaysof Hoke during the past week.

by Marty Vega

Merry Christmas,Ho Ho
With the Yule season here, let's

hope we all be of good cheer and
put aside our petty jealousies and
gripes and instead fill our hearts
with love for our spouses, our co¬
workers. our neighbors, our chil¬
dren. For this is the season to be
merry, and yea, we certainly do not
have to hunt hard to find why we
should be merry.
And let us not fail to extend

heartiest wishes to our President,
for thanks to his generous VETO of
the tax cut bill, we will all have less
take-home pay beginning in Janu¬
ary, and surely we are all grateful to
him for this, as it will relieve us of
the burden of having extra money
to carry around.
And so. President Ford, MerryChristmas to you and when next

November rolls around maybe youwon't have ANY take home pay, ho
ho. ho, to you.
And Merry Christmas to the

electric companies, we don't want
to forget them, as because of their
far-sighted wisdom, they realize
that if we are to have a Christmas in
1980, or 1985, they must unselfish¬
ly take on the task of guaranteeing
us future holidays for many years to
come by thriftily tucking away the
charges for whatever coal will cost
them in 1980 or 1985 now. Busy as
elves, these vixens are to be
commended, for when we hang up

Puppy Creek

Philosopher
Dear editor:

I have been pondering what the
country as a whole might like best
for its Christmas present and I
believe I've hit on it. It's honesty.

Here's the situation: the Secretaryof State won't tell the President what
he knows, the President won't tell
Congress, Congress won't tell the
people, and what the CIA told the
Secretary of State in the first place
may not have been true. Nobody
seems to be leveling with anybody,and if somebody wanted to it's hard
to tell the truth when nobody will
tell you what it is.
Of course that's just bringing in

the political sector. You don't want
to leave out business, education,
television and radio, and, if we want
to face up to all of it. some
newspapers and a lot of individuals. I
haven't seen any Gallup poll on what
percentage of the population is
honest, and I'm not sure I want to. It
begins to look like a pretty big order
for Santa Claus.
Now assuming that this Christmas

present of honesty is deliverable, the
next question is what kind of
honesty are we talking about. At first
I thought, what we need is some
old-fashioned honesty, but knowing
a little something about the human
animal. I'm not sure that's the brand
we're looking for. History is not
crammed with words and deeds of
honesty. Those Trojans dragging mayhave been practicing the standard
brand of old-fashioned honesty. And
I won't go into what kind of judgePontius Pilate was.
No. What we probably need is

new-fangled honesty, which is indeed
a large order. But you've got to
remember that Santa Claus. despitethe lies they tell about him. doesn't
ever really make it to every house in
the country. But if he'd just take one
city a year it'd help, starting with
Wagington. Better not try Moscow.
That place has no use for that item.
Merry Christmas.

Yours faithfully.
J A

our stockings, we will find coal in
them! Clever little vixens.
And let's have a ho, ho, ho, for

the phone company, may Santa fill
our stockings with out-of-town
phone directories and may we lose
our teeth so the tooth fairy can
bring us shiny dimes (two at a time)
to make local calls with.

Merry Christmas to the Detroit
Tigers and may they be blessed for
all of the happiness they provided
us fans with during the year. We
certainly have a warm glow when¬
ever we think of The Tigers and the
unique place they hold.
And let us extend out true,

heartfelt feelings to the big oil
companies, for although they are as
busy as Santa's helpers trying to
find new resources and trying to
drive down prices, they take time
from their busy schedule to send us
greetings through television .com¬
mercials. Often. And if we miss two
or three of these during a show, we
can get them in the newspaper, or
in our favorite magazines.
And last, let us not forget to send

Seasons Greetings to the auto¬
mobile insurance companies, for
their goodness and kindness shown
to us. and the harmony they strive
for with the commissioner of
insurance. Oh. bless you. insurance
companies for the faith you have
shown in us who are under 25, or
divorced, or drive more than ten
miles to work safely without an
accident.

Well, enough of this. Unfortu¬
nately, we do have some bad news
to report. A shame, but the
Christmas pageant planned for the
White House this year had to be
canceled. They couldn't find three
wise men for the parts.

This Is
The Law

By Robert E. Lee
(Sponsored by The Lawyersof North Carolina)
ASSIGNMENT OF LEASES

Allen agreed in writing to lease to
Buxton a building for a period of
ten years at a monthly rental of
S500. After occupying the buildingfor two years. Buxton assigned or
transferred his entire interest in the
lease to Collins for the remainingeight years. Allen gave his written
consent to the assignment. Collins
occupied and paid rent on the
premises for a period of one yearonly.
May Allen recover rent from

Buxton for the remaining seven
years?

Yes. Buxton, the original lessee,
remains liable for the monthlyrental payments and other cove¬
nants in the lease throughout the
full ten years, for the reason that
one who has subjected himself to a
contractual liability cannot divest
himself thereof by his own act.
The fact that the landlord ex¬

pressly consented to the assignmentof the lease, and accepted rent from
the assignee for a year, does not
affect the original lessee's continu¬
ing liability.
Only an agreement in the form of

a notation, substituting the as¬
signee in the place of the originallessee, can discharge the originallessee from further liability. A
lessor may expressly release a lessee
from all further liability orally. But
accepting the assignee "as tenant,
instead of the lessee" is not

(See THIS IS THE LAW, Page 9)

CLIFF BLUE...

People & Issues
PEAK PRICING... We hear

right much talk about "peak
pricing" to save money on electric
bills and to halt the trend to higher
rates. As of now we are certainly
not against "peak pricing" but
there is a question in our mind as to
whether it will do what its advo¬
cates think it would do. particularlyin regard to making the load lighter
on the low income people.

It may be impossible for low
income people who are in prettymuch of a straight jacket in makingends meet being able to vary their
hours to the extent those better off
might do. It is possible that it
might be more burdensome to the
low income people than to the more
affluent. Something to think about!
JUSTICE STEVENS... Associ¬

ate John Paul Stevens who became
the 101st Associate Justice of the
U.S. Supreme Court last Friday,
and received 98 votes - every vote
cast in the U.S. Senate for con¬
firmation. will hardly be long in
disappointing some of his sup¬
porters. Senator Adlai E. Steven¬
son III of Illinois, Stevens' home
state said the new justice would
bring to the court "a moderate
conservative view of the judicial
function."
TAX CUT BILL... We suspect

that most tax-paying citizens would
welcome a tax cut by Uncle Sam.
but on the other hand we doubt
that many congressmen and sena¬
tors will within their lifetime from
here on out face a more opportune
time than now to face up in a
statesman-like way to the fiscal
responsibility of the tremendous
debt they are piling up for their
children and other teeming millions
of children to cooe with in vears to
come. There may have been goodpoints in the bill President Ford
vetoed but it simply failed to
address itself to the fiscal responsi¬bility which Congressmen and U.S.
Senators should answer to.
TAR HEEL CANDIDATES...

We have been reading the reports
of the Democrat and Republican
candidates for governor and lieut.
govenor in their talks before the
Political Action Committee for
Education in Winston-Salem re¬
cently.
One thing the candidates should

remember when talking to state

employee groups is that there are
thousands of other state employees
over the state in different branches
of government who are "listeningin" via the newspapers, radio and
television, and other state em¬
ployees feel they are just as entitled
to a raise as any other group.
Take the highway troopers and

other law enforcement people.
They feel they need a raise as well
as the teachers. Take the highwayand prison employees. To their way
of thinking they are jsut as de¬
serving as any other group and you
could go on and on with other
groups of state employees.
And the taxpayers are listeningin too. Before the candidates start

promising "pie in the sky" theyshould consider the needs of all
groups and be fair to all -- if the
money is available.

Honestly, we feel that in many
departments of government there
are too many on the pay roll. We
suspect a few percentage reduction
in several departments would result
in as good and maybe a more
efficient government. *

As a practical matter we know
that the State government is not
going to lay-off many of it's
employees. This would within itself
tend to increase unemployment.
What the State could do would be
to reduce its number of employees
by attrition. When a state employee
dies, retires or moves out of state
employment, an effort could be
made to bring no new employees in
except in unusual circumstances
until the surplus personnel is
eliminated.

In almost any business, and
particularly governmental busi¬
ness. its mighty easy to get topheavy with personnel as the head of
every governmental department
seems to want to build a big empire
with division or sub-heads.
A word of caution: Beware of the

candidates who promise extra
spending too glibly. Don't forget to
ask what source they would tap to
get the necessary funds. Despite
inflation, money still does not grow
on trees!

CHRISTMAS... As we extend
"Merry Christmas" may we not
forget the teachings of the Man of
Galilee!

Report
To TUv

People
by Senator Robert Morgan

During the week before the
Christmas holiday started, a bill to
extend income tax reductions which
were voted earlier this year, was
passed by the Senate.

During the debate on the measure,
an effort to couple this extension
with a ceiling on government
spending in the next budget was
defeated.

I felt that 1 could not support the
tax cut extension unless there was
some action to insure that spending
would be controlled, and I voted
against the tax measure.

I was aware when 1 voted as I did
that there would be some who would
disagree, but 1 feel that I was being
consistent and was voting as
promised when I campaigned last
year.
When I was a candidate for the

Senate in 1974, I said over and over
again that I would go to Washington
and work for fiscal responsibility and
for bringing spending in line with
revenues as quickly as possible.

In light of that pledge, I could not
justify a vote for extending the tax
reduction, without a spending
ceiling, when this year the

Stories
Behind Words

by William S. Penfield

Thug
There used to be in northern India a

secret fraternity that worshipped the
goddess Kali.

Small bands of its members roamed
the country, posing as merchants so as
to work their way into the confidence
of travelers. At some lonely spot the
members of the fraternity strangled
and robbed their fellow travelers. Then
they buried the bodies after
performing certain religious rites.

During the 1830s the British, who
ruled India, exterminated the
fraternity, whose members they called
"thugs," from a Hindi word meaning
rogue.
Though the fraternity was

exterminated, the word "thug" still
exists, and means a ruffian or assassin.

government is spendingS74.800.000.000.00 more than its
income.
We have all seen, in New York

City, what can happen to a
government which year after year
spends more than it takes in. And
while it is true that the Federal
Government can always print more
money, this simple means that the
money isn't worth as much and
people who have saved will find that
inflation has undone what they have
worked for.

Let's look briefly at the
background of this tax vote. Earlier
this year, in a move to help the
country out of a deep economic
slump. Congress voted and the
President approved the measure to
reduce income taxes for the
remainder of 1975. This was
designed to give consumers more
money to spend and thus boost the
economy.

I think it should be made plainthat in voting as I did against;
extending the tax reduction, it was
not a vote for higher taxes but a vote
to return to the tax rate that was in
effect last March.

And it should be remembered that
the vote last spring to cut taxes was

represented then as a temporary
measure to help combat the
recession.
One amendment to the current bill

that I supported, and which passed,
was to extend to July I, 1976, the
tax credit for purchase of new homes
built or under construction before
March 25, 1975. I have always
believed that encouraging basic
industry, such as housing, is a better
way to fight a slump in the economy
than is a tax reduction.

I suppose what I am saying here is
that what I have consistently tried to
do since I came to the Senate is keepfaith with the people. In 1974, I
promised to work for fiscal
responsibility; in 1975, I tried to
keep that promise.

Finally, I feel that I would be
remiss at this season of the year, if I
did not, on behalf of myself, myfamily and my staff, take this means
to extend greetings of the season to
you.

So, Merry Christmas, everyone.


