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Sunday School
Lesgon

Background Suhhm__“
Joshua 3 through 4
Devotional Reading:
Joshua 4:19-24.
Organized religions are cop.
1o one

stantly in danger of falling in

of two dangerous extremes. One of
these is to dwell in the past and (he
other is to forget the past.

Perhaps this is the reason thy
the musical show, Fiddler on the §
Roof, has always had so much ap.
peal to me. Apart from being mog
entertaining, each time I see it | ap
reminded that life is dependen
both upon keeping tradition angd
breaking it. Somehow we mug
keep a creative tension between
forgetting our traditions and keep-
ing them.

Perhaps this is evident in the
story recorded for us in Joshua 3
and 4. Having safely crossed ug.
Jordan, God commands the people
through Joshua to create 3
memorial with 12 stones. One gets
the impression that perhaps these
stones were still visible when the
Book of Joshua was written, Ay
any rate, the 12 stones were part of
Israel’s tradition.

Yet, the point of the story is not
that the stones were to be honomd,‘
but that the stones were to point to
something else: the safe passage
over the river Jordan by the help of
God. ""When your children ask in
time to come, ‘What do those
stones mean to you?' Then you
shall tell them what the waters of
the Jordan were cut off before the
ark of the covenant of the
Lord...So these stones shall be 1o
the people of Israel a memorial
forever' (4:7).

It is typical of human nature to
in time venerate the symbol, rather
than what for which the symbol
stands. When that happens, our
tradition has become as empty
-and often even harmful - as that
of the scribes and pharisees which
Jesus condemned. God can con-
tinue to speak to us through tradi-
tions and symbols, but when these l

become a substitute for God, lhq.
lase their meaning and their reason
for being.

If we want to keep our traditions
alive as a means through which
God can speak to us and future
generations,--then it is extremely
important for, us to teach each
generation tht meaning behind |
them. All too often we simply pass
on the symbols and ' traditions
without making sure that they are
still alive. And perhaps the reason.
that they do not live for our
children and youth is that they no
longer live for us. If we have allow-
ed our traditions to become mean-
ingless rituals that we practice by
rote and without understanding,
how can we expect that they will
mean something to the younger
generations?

It is also true that there comes a.
time when the old traditions no
longer are channels of God's
revelation. Then it is that, instead
of clinging to the stones, we must
find new ways by which God is
able to speak to us.

Blood Pressure
Clinic To Be
Held Here Sat. ¢

Blood Pressure Screening Clinics
will be held Saturday, November 6,
1982 at the Edenborough Phar-
macy, Hoke County Public Library,
and all County Fire Stations from
10:00-12:00 a.m. and 2:00-4:00
p.m.

The Clinics are being sponsored
by the Hoke County Heart Associa-
tion, and will be staffed by loc
volunteers. All residents are urged
to visit a clinic and have their blood
pressures checked for free.

UN Day Celebrated
With International
Luncheon Dishes

Hoke County Extension Home-
makers celebrated United Nations
Day by having a covered dish®
luncheon of international foods.

Mrs. Bertha Hendrix of the
Mildouson Extension Homemakers
Club who is County International
Chairman presided.

Former Hoke County Extension

|

Homemakers and former delegates
were recognized.

Over a period of 30 years,
homemakers have visited the

United Nations, ®




