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What’s the difference?
Once again, we come to the con

clusion that men and women are vastly 
different.

I’m not talking about a few small, 
slight idiosyncrasies that kind of get 
on your nerves. I’m talking about 
head-shaking, mind-blowing, what- 
planet-did-you-come-from differ
ences that make you question the san
ity of the almighty creator and make 
you think twice about your father’s 
suggestion of entering a nunnery. 
Daddy, being a man. knew what he 
was talking about because he'd been 
there and seen the ugly, unspeakable 
ways men act when they think there 
aren't any women around to see them 
being stupid.

Sometimes men, from .somewhere 
out of the blue, do things that cause 
those of us who are part of the saner 
sex to look at them with glazed eyes 
and think, “I wonder how' many times 
his mother dropped him on his head?’ 
Oddly enough, these eye-glazing 
moments usually happen when a man 
is around a bunch of other men.

When a group of women get to
gether — save for a few extreme 
occasions like bridal showers where 
we get crazy and hoot at buff strippers 
(of course I’ve never done anything 
like this. I’ve only heard stories) — 
things are pretty mild. Generally, when 
women get together, we eat lots of
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good food, speak knowledgeably 
about intellectual issues and tell one 
another how much we appreciate one 
another’s friendship. Quite often we 
wil I hold hands as we cry at sappy old 
movies and try to figure out what men 
are really all about.

Men are a little more tricky. You’ll 
never catch them in such civilized 
settings.

Recently I went to the house of a 
male friend and unwittingly walked 
into a room filled with men eating 
pizza, drinking beer and watching a 
macho movie with lots of blood, vio
lence and naked women. You could 
just smell the testosterone in the air, 
see the hairy knuckles scratching pri
vate parts, and hear the pig-like snorts 
of approval as yet another bad guy bit 
the dust. Throughout the few minutes 
1 could stand to be in the room without 
my head exploding, they communi
cated through their alter-language of 
calling one another derogatory names

and arguing about whether Michelle 
Pfeiffer or Sharon Stone is more oi a 
babe — as if any of them could be 
alone in a room for five minutes with 
Sharon or Shelly without wetting their 
pants.

Needless to say, I felt incredibly 
out of place.

In all fairness, men as a gender 
have made tremendous advancements 
since the caveman days, although 
some men as individuals haven’t pro
gressed much past learning to walk 
upright and grunting “Opera — bad, 
fire — good.” A select few men will 
even wear a tie without being forced 
or will consent to taking ballroom 
dancing lessons. These men give us 
hope that, yes, we can stand to be 
around them long enough to ensure 
the perpetuation of humankind. Nev
ertheless, it’s a select few.

In general, men are pigs. And they 
freely, happily and openly admit this 
fact while tossing their heads back, 
doing the Tim Allen grunt and stick
ing out what they mistakenly think of 
as an attractive beer gut.

I don’t know why this is. As are 
most women in the world. I’m at a 
loss for an explanation. However, my 
mother contends it has something to 
do with men missing some kind of 
sensitive gene that women have been 
blessed with.

Around
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worse. I received three papers last 
week. The 3-20 issue was received on 
the 24th, which is better than usual. It 
usuallytakes lOto 14 days.The Feb
ruary 14th and March 6th issues were 
received March 28th.

“I talked to our postmaster and he 
gave me the enclosed information and 
thought it might improve service if 
The News-Journal could do this.

“I still enjoy your column; it helps 
me keep in touch with old friends. 
Angus.”

Thanks for the letter, Angus and 1 
am sorry about the paper being late. I 
have given your information to Henry 
Blue and he will try to follow it and 
maybe this will get you the paper on 
time.

*****

I attended the graduation exercises 
of the Leadership Hoke class at City 
H^ll last Thursday. The class gave a 
Project Presentation entitled “High 
On Hoke.” It was put on the computer 
and it will go out on the Internet. The 
project listed the educational facili
ties, child care, medical services, 
churches, history, recreation and other. 
The class members presented these 
different subjects.

I was disappointed that more citi
zens of the county didn’t attend this 
exercise. It showed that these people 
who are new to the county have been 
well-versed in all aspectsof the county. 
This will make their living and work
ing here more enjoyable.

In talking with some of the class

members they said that they thought 
the school was worth attending and 
they felt it should be continued. The 
project is sponsored by Sandhills 
Community College and the Raeford- 
Hoke Chamber of Commerce. 

*****

Someone left an article on my desk 
last week that was about how soybean 
products could prevent heart disease 
or cancer. The article was about a 
Professor Chenyang Wang of South 
Dakota State University.

There was also a negative side to 
the article, but if the findings are true, 
it should help the producers of soy
beans. Many acres are planted in Hoke 
County.

*****
Last week Paul Dickson, retired 

editor and publisher of The News- 
Journal, came by the house w ith some 
information 1 think will,be of interest 
to readers of this colunfn.

Dickson said that when he and his 
wife were returning home from an 
extended vacation, they had trouble 
with their vehicle. It was raining and 
the windshield wipers wouldn’t work, 
which made it almost impossible to 
drive. He said Margaret noticed they 
had just passed a place that worked on 
this kind of vehicle. They took the 
next exit off 1-95 in South Carolina 
and they returned to the service cen
ter. The name of the station was 
Brancota’s place. Dickson asked me 
if 1 had ever heard the name Brancota. 
I told him that Williamsport Grays 
had a Brancota playing infield when

they trained here in the 1930s. This 
was the answer he wanted!

He stated that when he questioned 
the men at the station about his name 
and about Al Brancota, the man said 
that Al Brancota was his cousin and 
that he now lived in Phoenix, Ari
zona.

Paul’s father had died the year 
before the baseball team from 
Williamsport trained here. He was 
helping his mother run the paper. A 
retired editor of the Williamsport daily 
paper by the name of Elmer Schuyler 
came with the team and he would wire 
back daily of the team’s progress. 
Paul and Mr. Schuyler became close 
friends during this time.

Al Brancota and Lester McCrabbe 
came to Raeford about a week before 
the others arrived. They had been in 
training with the Philadelphia Athlet
ics and they were sent down to 
Williamsport. They worked out with 
the high school team until the Grays 
arrived. Both of these players went on 
to play with Philadelphia and some 
time later McCrabbe was traded to the 
Washington Senators.

It is a small world, when 60 years 
later you run into someone whose 
cousin has crossed your path. I know 
that this story wi II cause a lot of people 
in Hoke County to scratch their heads 
and recall things that happened when 
the Williamsport team trained here.
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If Jack Nicklaus plays at Augusta 
like he did last week, he could win the 
Masters again.

WE ALSO SELL
LIFE INSURANCE

NATIONWIDE 
INSURANCE
Nationwid# (s on your sicJe

Vardell Hedgpeth Agency
121 W. Elwood Ave. 

875-4187 875-5981

[Y bHEPPARD
Certified Public Accountant

112 E. Elwood Avenue 
Raeford, N.C. 28376

INCOME TAX PREPARATION 
ELECTRONIC FILING 
ACCOUNTING / BOOKKEEPING

CALL US NOW
(910) 875-3290
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Special visitor
Ronald McDonald visited the students at McLauchlin Elementary 
last Wednesday. The visitor did some magic tncks and put on a 
show for the children and spoke with them about ecology.

Expo to be held
By Jen Osborn 
Staff writer

People whoattend this year’s Hoke 
Expo, Hoke^Raeford’s.second annual 
business exposition, may notice that 
things aren’t quite the same as last 
year, said Judy Sheets, ciMirdinatur of 
the event.

“This year one major difference 
will be that during the day it’s open to 
the public, we will have the opportu
nity togive different demonstrations, ” 
Sheets said.

She explained that many of the 
busines.ses involved will be giving 
demonstrations that pertain to their 
work. Other activities, like live music 
and performances by Raeford Dance 
Arts, w i 11 also be going on t liroughout 
the day.

Even though applications aren’t 
due until Tuesday, Sheets said there’s 
already been a larger response than

last year’s business expo. However, 
she .said businesses should sign up as 
srxrn as possible because there’s a 
limited amount of booth space avail
able.

So far, a variety of groups and 
activities plan to be on hand, with 
everything ranging from tiealth care, 
to utilities, to industry and financial 
institutions, and even thr Brard of 
Education.

There is no admission fee for the 
publictoattendthe Wednesday, \pril 
24. event.

“We’re ju.st hoping everyone will 
come out and enjoy it, ” Sheets said.

The Hoke Expo will run from 10 
a.m.io7:.30p m at the National Guard 
Armory. Cost to exhibit is S UK) lor an 
inside IxMith and S2(KI for a large 
outside b(x)th. Money raised will go 
to Chamber of Commerce sponvired 
projects. Sheets said.

For registration information, call 
Judy Sheets at 875-1203
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The GRABIT!
This inexpensive, easy-to-use 

trash retriever is an effective aid in 
the fight against pollution. It makes 
litter clean-up quick and SANITARY 
while adding dignity to an unpleas
ant, but ndeessary job. With easy 
hand action, this lightweight & du
rable tool picks up trash quickly and 
efficiently with no special training 
required.

95 • No more bending and stooping
• Lightweight (1/2 lb.)
• Reaching articles on high 

shelves
• Picking up pine cones
• Hundreds ol other uses limited 

only by your imagination
OPERATION - When the handle Is squeezed, flnger-like 

ends close In on the litter. When the handle Is released, the 
fingers automatically open and the litter is dropped.

The Johnson Co.
110 E. Central Ave., Raeford, NC • 875-3550

We Accept Visa & Mastercard
Hrs: 7:30-5:30 Mon., Tues., Thurs., FrI.; 7:30-12:00, Wed.; Closed Sat. *

$12

WINTER SAVINGS SPECIALS! 
BUY NOW
AND SAVE
^ ^ ^ ^ ^
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INSTALLATION 
INCLUDED

J3N IMPERIAL POOLS ONLY.

they
last*

Judes
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THE IMPERIAL*
•Filter and Pump ‘Huge Sun Deck 
•Set-In Vinyl Lining •Full Walk Deck 
•Heavy Guage •Fence and Stairs

Bracing •Pool Ladder
ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE 
LINE OF ALUMINUM POOLS 

MOBILE HOMES WELCOME

NO MONEY DOWN 
EASY FINANCING

SUPEraOR POOLSFREE SHOP AT HOME
SERVICE 24 HOUR ------------------------------------------ ------ ----------------

^DAILY AND SUNDAY CALL N()W 1 •8()0-24T-5206

Savings & Service Worth the Trip

OLDS/BUICK/GMC

RED SPRINGS 
SUPERSTORE

IMPORTS
Per Mo.

'95 Galant, 4 Dr., White.. $196.26 

'95 Galant 4 Dr., Gray .... $196.26

'95 Mirage 4 Dr., Red.....$147.36

'95 Mirage 2 Dr., Sliver.. $139.98 

'96 Corolla White, 4 Dr. . $189.78 

'96 Sentra 4 Dr., Silver... $199,74 

'96 Sentra 4 Dr., Silver... $199.74 

'95 Accord LX, 4 Dr., Teal$238.92

'95 Pathfinder 4x2.......... $249.32
(APR 8.75%, 25% down, Tax & 
tags Doc fee not Included. Total 
pymt. range from $8569.44 to 
$21,001.86. All pymt subject to 
lender approval. 66 mos.)

SPORT UTILITY
'84 GMC Jimmy 4x4............$6995

'93 GMC Yukon 4x4........ $20,995

'93 Chevy Tahoe 4x4......$20,995

'93 Suburban SLE.......... $20,995

'93 GMC Typhoon.......... $23,995

EXTENDED CABS 4x4
‘94 GMC SLE 4x4............ $19,995

'95 Chevy Ext. Cab 4x4 . $23,495 

'95 GMC Ext. Cab SLE... $23,495

'95 GMC 4x4 SLE........... $23,495

'95 GMC Ext. Cab 4x4.... $24,495

'95 GMC 1500 SLT......... $24,995

'95 Silverado 4x4.............$24,995

'95 Chevy Ext Cab 4x4 . $24,995 

■95 GMC 1500 SLT 4x4 .. $25,595

■91 GMC Jimmy 4 Dr.......... $9995

'96 Tahoe Emerald...........$31,595

'96 Yukon SLT 4x4...........$32,995

'96 Suburban 4x4, Red Grey, lea.

USED TRUCKS 2x2
'90 GMC 1500 SLE..............$6995

'94 Chevy Cheyenne.....$12,995

'94 Chevy Silverado....... $16,495

'94 GMC SLE.................... $18,995

'88 GMC SLE auto..............$5995

'91 Silverado Sportelde. $11,995

'96 Tahoe Green...............$33,995

'95 Yukon SLE BIk, 2WD $27,495

'96 Tahoe Green...............$30,995

•96 Tahoe Red..................$32,995

PERFORMANCE CARSi
'95 Camaro Z28................$18,495

LUXURY CARS
'91 Pontiac Bonneville.....$7995

'91 Olda Delta 88................. $8495

'90 Park Ave.......................$11,986

'92 Riviera........................ $12,995

'92 Olds Toronado......... $13,995

'92 Olds Toronado......... $13,995

'95 Riviera........................ $26,995

DEPENDABLE CARS
'88 Crown Victoria..............$2995

'91 Ford Tempo................... $3995

'90 Buick Skylark................$4895

‘94 Corsica...........................$8995

'92 Nissan Sentra...............$5995

'93 Buick Century...............$7995

'93 Mustang Auto................$6495

'93 Ford Escort Wgn...........$7495

'94 Ply. Acclaim................... $8995

'94 Corsica Loaded............$8995

MECHANIC'S SPECIAL
'80 Park Avenue.................... $995

'85 Skylark........................... $4995

'84 FordT-BIrd.................... $1095

‘79 Monte Carlo................... $1295

'82 Pontiac J2000 ...............$1295

'85 Dodge Charger............ $1295

'86 Buick Regal...................$1295

'85 Mercury Merkur........... $1695

'86 Chevy Camaro T-Tops $2995

Call 843-2141,483-5000 or 
1-800-849-3495 

Ronnie Johnson, 
BLEECKER 

Used Car Manager
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