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Students fight threats of gangs
By Nicole Gabriel 
Staff writer

When eighih graders at West Hoke 
Middle School saw an increase in 
gang-related violence on their cam
pus, they took a stand.

Roosevelt McPherson, an eighth 
grade teacher at the middle school, 
said one day a student in his class
room threatened another student, say
ing he was going to have his “gang” 
take care of him after school.

Although he had heard rumors 
about gangs in the community and in 
the school, he said this threat made 
him realize the school had a real prob
lem. The faculty started formally in
vestigating and found some students 
were, in fact, involved with gangs. 
School officials realized the school 
needed to act quickly to deter gang- 
related violence at school.

Afterthe incident, McPherson says 
group of his students approached him 
saying they wanted to start a program 
to help.

School

“We could see adults trying to help...but teenagers 
probably listen to other teens more than adults. “

— Tamara Smith

Tamara Smith, 14, an eighth grader 
and president of Students Against 
Gangs, said she and her classmates 
started SAG to keep gang activity off 
campus and encourage students to 
stay out of gangs altogether.

“We could see adults trying to 
help...but teenagers probably listen to 
other teens more than adults,” Smith 
said.

One of their goals is to act as a 
support group for fellow students who 
feel pressured to join a gang or are 
considering joining one.

McPherson said he asked Peggy 
Owens, Hoke County Schools health 
education coordinator, to provide re
sources and educational materials for 
the students.

Owens said she was very impressed 
the students initiated the project.

“When students recognize that they 
need to help themselves, they tend to 
be more successful,” she said.

While the program is still in the 
beginning stages, McPherson sees a 
lot of potential for it to spread through
out the middle school and the other 
Schools in the county. The group, 
about 80 members strong, meets ev
ery Friday during homeroom.

Smith said the group encourages 
their peers to communicate and ask 
questions before they make a deci
sion to join a gang.

“If anyone feels pressured into a 
gang. ..or has any thoughts about (join
ing a gang), talk about it," she said.

(Continued from page I A)

em part of the county,” said Hoke 1 
County Superintendent Don Steed, so 
they are looking for an appropriate 
plot of land on which to build the 
additional facility.

Boney Architects was given the 
contract for planning and construct
ing the renovations at East Hoke 
Middle and West Hoke Middle. The 
firm was originally responsible for 
building these facilities, so they have 
long been familiar with their upcom
ing project.

The remaining projects were 
awarded to LFV. They will be work
ing on additions and renovations at 
the high school and elementary school. 
Prior to their upcoming jobs, this firm

was responsible for additions and 
renovations at Upchurch Elementary 
School.

Steed indicated that the board was 
satisfied with their decisions. The past 
jobs have shown that Boney Archi
tects and LFV are more than capable 
to do the work at hand, he said, but 
they also wanted to choose Shuller, 
Ferris, Johnson & Lindstrom “because 
they gave an excellent presentation 
and they are next door (Cumberland 
County),” Steed said.

The firms have been chosen, how
ever, “no work for each school has been 
determined at this point,” said Steed.

The next step is for the architect 
firms to draw-up plans for their re
spective projects.

Each school has already submitted
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Business of the Week

Wfhat the board is callinga“wish list" 
to help the firms know what the needs 
are, but because of the limited funds. 
Steed said it is nearl y i mpossible to do 
all the schools say they need.

Steed said the allotted money can 
be spent on construction and furni
ture, but not on the school system s 
maintenance shop, bus shop or cen
tral office. The plans are still up in the 
air, but as specific plans .solidify, the 
other details such as cost, construc
tion dates, fees and more will also fall 
into place.

More details will need to be deter
mined soon because a state schixrl 
bond expenditure plan is due to the 
North Carolina Department of Public 
Instruction after the board's regular 
meeting in January.

Pam and Wanda D’Annunzio show off some of the merchandisp in tbc>f rit*w shop on West Elwood 
Avenue.

New business o|)eiis in Raeford
By Kri.stin Guthrie 
Staff writer
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IS strong and able to supp»irl small. 
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larger corporations
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HOLIDAY GREETINGS
The Hoke County Transfer Station 
will be closed on the 24th and 25th of 
December. The convenience dump 
sites will be open on the 24th until 3 
o’clock pm and closed all day the 
25th. The transfer station and conve
nience sites will be open on the 26th 
of December.

Happy Holidays 
Solid Waste Supervisor 
William Hales
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AUTO ACCIDENTS

WALK-INS WELCOME!
Shannon • Red Springs • St. Pauls

#401 BY-PASS LAURINBURG
1-800-847-2225

HOURS: Daily 8 a.m. • 6 p.m.
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Sabella A > 
Clinic

KRIS LOCKLEAR, C.A. 
Chiropractic Assistant

IJ5

Raeford

HELPING YOU is^ what m do best.

<c >

Ricky Sandy Harry Walters, 
Agency Manager

Johnny Mellon

Sharon Stark Randy Watts

AUTO-HOME-LIFE
INSURANCE

Hoke County Farm Bureau
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Cheyenna Chisum

520 Harris Ave.
875-4091
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HEALTHY SAVINGSi:
tS

Tom & Kim Howell, Pharmacists 
123 N. Main St., Raeford, N.C., Tel. 875-3365

Healthy Holiday Waldorf
Here's h modem version of Mom's classic 

Waldorf salad for your Holiday table:
In a medium bowl, mix 1 cup unpeeled 

apple chunks, 1 cup chopped celery, 1 cup 
red seedless grapes, halved, 4 tsp. chopped 
walnuts, 1/4 cup fat-free mayonnaise, 1 
tbsp. orange Juice and a pinch each of 
cinnamon, allspice and ground ginger. 
Cover and refrigerate till served. (This 
makes three 1-cup servings, each with 90 
calories and 2 grama of fat.)

Have a HEAI.THY. MERRY CHRISTMAS!

HOWELL MUTUAL DRUG
PHONE 875-3365 - RAEFORD. N. C

Trade In Your Trailer For A

Custom
Built
Home

1

• We Build and Finance
• Your Plan or Ours
• 100% FINANCING 

(on your lot)
• No Down Payment
• No Closing Costs

Call Paul Grant Today

1-800-331-7053
Eastern 

Builders, Inc.

DISABILITY DENIED? 
SS DISABILITY DENIED?

Angry and Frustrated? 
Can't Work? Bills Due? 

GET HELP TODAY!
 822-8419

TOWN & COUNTRY
Cinema 1 & 2

rOiVN S COUNTRY SHOPPING CENTER
ABERDEEN/U.S. 1 NORTH

CINEMA 4
ABERDEEN \J,S 1 NORTH 

YADKIN PARK/U S 15-501 
SOUTHERN PINES NC

Please Call For 
Movie and Show Time 

information

944-2535
Or

692-5445
THANK YOU 

DAVID HALL, Manager

a
DC

Greetings 
of the Season

tii4!bti

BULLIE williams FAMILY & STAFF 
Happy Holidays to our Past, Present 

and Future Customers!

FAX: 910-281-5118 910-281 -4567 1-800-682-9276
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