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Viewpoints A

Tractor safety is no accident
As spring approaches in rural ar­

eas, thoughts turn to planting season. 
Schedules are hectic. Many farm fam­
ily members have off-farm jobs as 
well as their jobs on the farm. When 
planting season arrives, it is a busy 
time, but it is important to think about 
safe practices on the farm.

March 1-7 has been designated as 
ASAP (Agricultural Safety Aware­
ness Program) Week. Its purpose is to 
remind agricultural producers that in 
the rush of completing the tasks on 
farms and ranches, they need to take 
time to act safely.

The theme for 2004 is Tractor 
Safety Is No Accident. Tractor over- 

I turns without rollover protection struc­
tures (ROPS) account for nearly half 
of agricultural fatalities. While trac­

tors are an essential part of agricul­
ture, there are safety issues to con­
sider when operating this equipment. 
During ASAP Week, we are asking 
all agricultural producers to take 
these “ 10 commandments of tractor 
safety” to heart;

• Know your tractor, its imple­
ments and how they work. Teach 
your family members and employ­
ees how to shut off equipment.

• Use ROPS and seat belts when­
ever and wherever applicable.

• Be familiar with your terrain, 
and drive safely. Use caution on 
slopes, show down for all turns and 
stay off the highway whenever pos­
sible.

• Keep SMV signs on your equip­
ment.

• Never start an engine in a closed 
shed or garage.

• Always keep your PTO properly 
shielded.

• Keep your hitches low and always 
on the drawbar.

• Never jumpoff a moving tractor or 
leave it with its engine running.

• Never refuel while the engine is 
running or hot.

• Keep all children off of and away 
from your tractor and its implements at 
all time; andenforcea“noriders" policy.

• Never be in a hurry about anything 
to do with your tractor.

— Adapted from Kubota Ten Com­
mandments of Tractor Safety

You are important to your family 
and your community. Be safe!

Snow flakes: from zero to blizzard
• What a winter! It reminds me of
• when I was a boy. It snowed so often
• that you only needed one pair of pants. 
They got so stiff from wearing them 
in the snow that you could wear them 
all winter because they didn’t need 
any washing or ironing.

Which bring me to my subject. My 
good wife has been appointed to a 

. state advisory committee. I tried to 
. tel I her that she was too elderly to take 
all of these appointments, but it didn’t 
bother her in the least. In fact, over the 
years she has stopped taking my ad­
vice altogether. Regardless, her first 
meeting was in Morganton, which is 
a nice mountain town.

She was going alone, but I, the 
dutiful husband, insisted on going with 
her. After all, I could get a good rest 
and see the sights. I didn’t have to 
attend any meetings; I was along for 
the ride.

When 1 travel with my wife 1 
learned a long time ago to stop mak­
ing suggestion about how. many 
clothes to take. We take everything 
except the five goats, horse and the 
Hxed-up-cat. If we stayed a month we 
would never have to wear the same 
cloths twice.

It was an uneventful trip to the 
mountains. The traffic was heavy on 
the interstate, as usual. Unfortunately, 
our time was cut short because the 
folks who predict the weather kept 
talking about the big storm. 1 wasn’t 
worried too much about the predic-

A View from 
the Country

Kaz Autry

tion. These people get paid for being 
wrong about 50 percent of the time. 
Nevertheless, they continued to talk 
and the folks took it seriously. We 
left Morganton at 6:30 a.m. Very 
few flakes were falling at this time. 
The travelersonlnterstate40 weren’t 
worried about the weather; they were 
speeding to the tune of 80 miles per 
hour and if you didn’t get out of the 
way they would run over you.

We stopped for breakfast, not 
worrying about the weather. After­
wards, we traveled for many miles 
without encountering any flakes (at 
least the snowy ones). As we entered 
Montgomery County I remarked to 
Ireni that a thick fog was ahead. Fog 
indeed! It was a blizzard and contin­
ued until we reached our home which 
was four hours later.

Folks, you don’t travel far going 
eight miles per hour. A lot of cars 
were on the road and, for a change, 
they weren’t in any hurry to get 
home. Apparently they were all leav­
ing a meeting. I have a lot of experi­
ence in snow. Traveling tocheck the 
roads during my school years gave 
me a great deal of time in snow. 1

thought about the first-grader who 
couldn’t stop talking about the recent 
school fire.

"I knew it was going to happen," he 
said, "We’ve been practicing for it all 
year."

While in the mountains I, along 
with the committee, was invited to visit 
a winery. The man who owned it en­
joyed talking as much as I do. He told 
us about how the town came into being 
and also the history of the winery. In 
addition, we were asked to taste eight 
wines he made. I figured if everyone 
tasted eight wines I would be the only 
sober one in the crowd.

Being a drinker is not one of my 
sins. I can still hear my grandfather at 
one of his revivals singing out, “All of 
you drunkards are destined for hell.”

1 don’t think I agreed with him then. 
However, I grew up a sober man. The 
only time 1 ever got drunk was when 1 
came back from overseas. A buddy and 
I consumed a fifth of Southern Comfort.

1 didn 't remember for two days what 
I had done and where 1 had been. That 
trip broke me from drinking.

My grandfather may have beejjiight.
I could have sworn he was when 1 
tlnally got my head straight.

My parting thought— Heard aboard 
a public transportation vehicle; "When 
you exit the bus, please be sure you 
lower your head and watch your step. If 
you miss your step and hit your head, 
please lower your voice and watch 
your language. Thank you.”

UNC professor urges us to rethink Islam
In one of the presidential debates 

earlier this year, ABCs Peter Jennings 
asked candidate John Edwards," Many 
people, 1 think, believe that the great­
est security threat to the United States 
in the 21st century is the possible 
confrontation between the West and 
Islam. Could you take a minute to tell 
us what you know about the practice 
of Islam that would reassure Muslims 
throughout the world who will be 
listening to you that President Edwards 
lunderstands their religion and how 
■you might use that knowledge to avoid 
a confrontation?”

; Edwards responded, in part, “1 
“would never claim to be an expert on 
Islam. 1 am not"

; Edwards is not alone, at least ac­
cording to UNC religion professor 
Carl Ernst, author of Following 
Mohammad: Rethinking Islam in the 
Contemporary World. Ernst believes 
that almost all Americans lack a clear 
understanding of the religion that 
claims more than a billion adherents. 
Indeed, Ernst writes, many Ameri­
cans arc bound to a false notion of 
Islam as a backward, women-oppress- 

■tng, fanatical, and fundamentalist re­
ligion that is responsible for the Middle 
•East-based terrorism with which our 
country is at war.
• Ernst also attacks the premise of 
Jennings, question that there isa loom­
ing “confrontation between the West 
«nd Islam.”
: A true understanding of Islam, 
lErnst writes, would show its rich di­
versity, its solid ethical principles of 
peacefulness, tolerance, and respect 
lor women, and its admirable com­
mitment to submit to the will of God. 
t>nly with this broad understanding 
i)f Islam can we put into proper per­
spective its aberrations that we asso- 
tiate with Muslims whose conduct 
Supports Jennings' premise of a con- 
J'rontation between Islam and the 
SVest.
: Leading us to a different view of 
Islam is not an easy task, as Ernst 
acknowledges in the introduction to 
Following Mohammad. “...The sub-
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ject of Islam has become so contro­
versial that some people cannot con­
front it.”

As an example Ernst cites the 
outrage that accompanied the UNC 
summer reading program’s assign­
ment of Approaching the Qur’an, a 
book that Ernsf’enthusiastically rec­
ommended" to the program’s orga­
nizers.

The opposition to this kind of 
“impartial and fair minded” discus­
sion of Islam, says Ernst, makes it 
“painfully obvious that such a dis­
cussion is exactly what we need.”

In Following Mohammad, Ernst 
attempts to offer “readers the tools 
to reach an independent understand­
ing of the key themes and historical 
settings affecting Muslims — and 
non Muslims —around the world 
today.”

To come to a more objective view, 
Ernst believes we must learn more 
about the religious underpinnings of 
Islam. But that is not enough. Islam 
does not exist in a vacuum and must 
be explored in its historical and cul­
tural context.

Ernst insists thatwecome to terms 
with the great variety of Islam as it is 
practiced across the world.

Arabs represent only about 18 
percent of the total Muslim popula­
tion. More than half of all Muslims 
live in Pakistan, Indonesia, India, 
Bangladesh, and nearby areas. These 
peoples, their customs, their culture, 
their dtess, their laws, and the Islam 
they practice vary from region to 
region.

In mattersofgovernment we think 
of the “Islamic state” as a clearly 
defined concept. But the method of 
government is different in almost 
every country with a Muslim major-
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ity. For example, Saudi Arabia is a 
tribal monarchy operating in an uneasy 
alliance with the puritanical Wahhabi 
sect. Until the American-led interven­
tion, Afghanistan was a Taliban-led 
theocracy. Turkey is, at least in theory, 
a secular nationalist state. Iran is an 
“Islamic RepubIic” with Western style 
democratic institutions that are subject 
to the supreme authority of Shiite Mus­
lim religious leaders.

Although Ernst’s positive explana­
tion of Islam is generally persuasive, 
he sometimes leaves me unconvinced. 
For instance, Ernst dismisses Western 
views about modern Islamic scientific 
backwardness, saying they are “based 
on selective amnesia” and “must once 
again be placed in the context of Euro­
pean colonialism and its justification.”

Ernst’s assertions leave even sym­
pathetic readers without a counter to 
the facts presented so persuasively by 
informed commentators who point out 
that there is virtually no scientific 
progress in much of the Islamic world. 
For instance, last month Thomas Fried­
man wrote that “between 1980 and 
1999 the nine leading Arab economies 
registered 370 patents (in the U.S.) for 
new inventions. Patents are a good 
measure of a society’s education qual­
ity, entrepreneurship, rule of law and 
innovation. During that same 20-year 
period. South Korea alone registered 
16,328 patents for inventions. You 
don’t run into a lot of South Koreans 
who want to be martyrs.”

Although Ernst sometimes dismisses 
too quickly the ideas of those who dis 
agree with him. Following Mohammad 
is a very important contribution to an 
informed understanding of Islam and its 
place in the modern world. As such, it 
should be required reading for Fried­
man, Jennings, Edwards, and everyone 
else who is trying to make sense of the 
challenges of the post 9-11 world.

D.G. Martin hosts North Carolina 
Bookwatch, which is taking a break 
during the special programming for 
UNC-TV's Festival. It will return to 
the air in the spring.

We Get 
Letters
The other side

To the Editor:
Re: Deadbeat parents, February 

18 edition.
Oh, Mr. Mercer (Director of 1 loke 

County Department of Social Ser­
vices), what a superb piece (about 
deadbeat parents) in the paper. It 
made me sick on my stomach!

1 know all about the other side of 
the story. My son is what you call a 
deadbeat parent. I don’t think he is. 
He would be a great father but he 
never gets the chance. I do know a 
deadbeat mother. My grandson has 
gone straight to pot and I have Hoke 
DSS to thank for it. It doesn’t matter 
to you that my son has has been out of 
work for most of the past year. He has 
been laid off from three jobs and lost 
his home during that time. It does 
matter to me. If there are no jobs out 
there, how can even a deadbeat find 
one?

My grandmother told me that you 
cannot get blood from a turnip and 
you, Mr. Mercer, still cannot either. I 
paid $200 of my money to keep him 
out of jail. I am disabled and on a 
fixed income and could not afford it.

Mothers out there, I need some 
help. Write that letter.

1 bet that person who owes $80,0(K) 
will owe more that $80,000 twenty 
years from now.

God bless you if you print this 
letter!

Sincerely,

Carol Calloway

A project for you
To The Editor;

Exciting things are about to hap­
pen on Main Street in Raeford! Power 
and telephone lines will disappear, 
brick sidewalks will be constructed, 
and trees planted.

The Downtown Reconstruction 
Commission has worked hard and 
continues theirefforts to see this mam­
moth project completed.

First impressions of a city (or a 
home) are often the most lasting im­
pressions. Currently the entrances to 
our city probably don’t make a good 
first impression on our daily visitors. 
The signs need to be refurbished and 
the areas around those signs need to 
be landscaped and maintained.

It has occurred to me that perhaps 
there are individuals or groups will­
ing to undertake this as a project. 
Signs will be the responsibility of the 
city and plants will be donated. Water 
is available at each site.

I invite you to look at the entrances 
on 211 East and West and on 401 
North and South. Let’s come up with 
a way to say, “This wonderful city 
truly welcomes you!”

Sarah C. Leach
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