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Community helps send students on Washington Trip
By Jason Beck

StaffWriter

Roughly 200 middle school 
students recently returned from 
a trip to the nation’s capitol, a 
trip only possible thanks to the 
generosity of the community.

Eighth graders from both East 
Hoke Middle School and West 
Hoke Middle School participated 
on the trip, which was the largest 
out-of-state trip for students in 
school system history.

Chaperones from East Hoke 
took 90 students - about a third

of the eighth grade class - on 
the Washington trip. Next year, 
school officials plan on sending 
the entire class.

“The kids were great,” said 
East principal Erica Fortenberry. 
“We didn’t have any problems 
at all.”

Parents paid for East Hoke 
students to go on the trip, with 
financial assistance from the 
school’s PTO. However, West 
Hoke conducted several months 
worth of fundraisers to drive down 
the trip’s cost and pay for some 
student’s fare all together.

Graduation summit addresses dropouts
Communities In Schools of 

North Carolina is hosting a regional 
dropout prevention event that will 
bring together leaders from the south 
central part of the state to discuss 
strategies for reducing the dropout 
rate and ensuring that youth gradu
ate on time, college or career ready.

The South Central Regional 
Graduation Summit will be from 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Thursday, May 
6, at the Richmond Community 
College Cole Auditorium in Hamlet.

The keynote speaker is Dr. Shelley 
Stewart, president and CEO of The 
Mattie C. Stewart Foundation.

The summit will be the hrst of 
three held in different regions across 
the state

“We must recognize there is 
no precise answer for solving the 
dropout crisis,” said Linda Harrill, 
president and CEO of Communities 
In Schools of North Carolina. “The 
graduation summits will allow each 
region to create unique action plans

to address the most pressing needs 
of its youth and increase the number 
of students succeeding.”

The counties participating in the 
South Central Regional Graduation 
Summit are Anson, Hoke, Mont
gomery, Richmond and Scotland.

The summits serve as a follow
up event to last October’s statewide 
graduation summit, hosted by 
Communities In Schools of North 
Carolina and the North Carolina 
Department of Public Instmction.

Nearly 500 education, business and 
community leaders came togetherto 
discuss ways to solve the dropout 
issue in North Carolina and to cre
ate plans for implementing these 
strategies in their own communities.

Communities In Schools of 
North Carolina is part of the 
national CIS organization. Last 
school year, the CIS network in 
North Carolina worked with more 
than 90,000 children and youth 
across the state.
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“Every eighth grade student 
that wanted to go was able to 
go,” said West Hoke principal 
Mary McLeod. “Everything went 
great. We took a total of 205... 
that included the adult staff and 
chaperones.”

The West Hoke students raised 
about $9,000 for the trip, a large 
chunk of the $55,000 total cost.

Parents and students par
ticipated in fundraisers including 
donut sales, dances, tailgating at 
football games, a black and white 
formal and approaching church 
and community business leaders.

“The parents chipped in, the 
churches chipped in and the com
munity chipped in,” McLeod said. 
“It was a great time.”

Both principals are hoping to 
make the three-day trip an annual 
event for eighth graders. Students 
visited the White House, Capitol 
Building, Smithsonian and all of 
the memorials during their time 
in DC.

“For middle school we want 
them to experience and have a 
comparison between the state

and DC,” Fortenberry said. “They 
go to Raleigh, and then they go 
to DC.”

Sought
Chief Probation/Parole 
Officer Percy Moore is 
seeking Michael Elebee for 
alleged parole violation. He 
is 42, a black male, weighs 
150 pounds and is 5’8” tall. 
Anyone with information 
should call Moore at (910) 
875-5081.

When a minor injury or illness needs prompt care 
and your doctor s office is closed, where do you turn?

CAPE FEAR VALLEY

CONVENIENT CARE 
for HOKE

104 Southern Avenue off Route 211 near downtown Raeford 
Open Late: Monday - Friday, 4 p.m. - Midnight • Saturday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

(910) 615-3140

Join us for an OPEN HOUSE to celebrate our GRAND OPENING
Stop by for a visit and enjoy a Chicken & BBQ dinner on us... plus prizes and giveaways. 

Tuesday, May 11: From 5 - 7 pm • Rain Date: Thursday, May 13
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BLHSM go together at

Family Connection
Se Habla Espahol

Helping keep your family connected
Samsung Knack™
With new 2 yr. activation $39.99 

In-store Discount $39.99
Your Price $FREE

*Speaker Phone 
*Text Messaging

Samsung Smooth™
With new 2 yr. activation $49.99 

Mail-in rebate
debit card $49.99

i Your Price $FREE
‘Bluetooth® headset capable 
‘Camera VGA 
‘Family Locator 
‘Speaker Phone 
‘VZ Navigator SM capable 
‘Mobile Web

i’lLG Chocolate* Touch 
i$149.99
fRequires a new 2 yr. activation on Nationwide 
plan with data pak $9.99 or higher $199.99

Mail-in rebate
debit card $ 50.00

Your Price $149.99
‘Camera 3.2 Megapixel 
‘Bluetooth® headset capable 
‘Touch Screen 
‘V Cast Music with 

Rhapsody 
‘Visual Voice Mail 
‘Built-in FM Radio

Motorola Rival™ in
Requires a new 2 yr. activation 
On Nationwide plan with data 
Pak $9.99 or higher $129.99 

Mail-in rebate
debit card $ 50.00

Your Price $ 79.99
‘Camera 2.0 Megapixel 
‘Bluetooth® headset capable 
‘Family Locator 
‘V Cast Music with 

Rhapsody

BlackBerry® Storm2™
With new 2 yr. activation on 
voice plan with data pak 
$29.99 or higher req’d

$299.99
Mail-in rebate

debit card $100.00
Your Price $199.99

‘Touch Screen 
‘Camera 3.2 Megapixel 
‘Visual Voice Mail 
‘Bluetooth® headset capable 
‘Quad Band GSM / 3G UMTS 
‘V CAST Videos 
‘Wi-Fi

verronwireless
Authortad MaUtr

4520 Fayetteville Rd, Raeford (910) 848-0058 
Hoke Landing Shopping Center (Beside East Hoke Middle School)

Activation fee/line: $35 ,$25 for secondary Family SharePlan lines w/ 2 yr Agmts. IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Oust Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to 
$175 early termination fee ,$350 for advanced devices & other charges. Add’l $20 upgrade fee may apply. Device capabiities: Add’l charges & conditions apply. Offers & coverage, varying by svc, 
not available everywhere. While supplies last. Shipping charges may apply. Limited time offer. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months. © 2010 Verizon Wireless.
©2008 Research In Motion Limited. All rights reserved. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType® and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion 
Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world.


