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DON'T KNOW INDIANS 
WILL BE IN THIS WOODS.., 
INSTEAD OP BEVOND... 1 

LOG ...PLOWING 
downstream.. 

AT LEAST I'M TRAVELING’ 
IN THE RIGHT 

DIRECTION— 

-I MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO WARN THE 

TROOPERS IN TIME— 

IT'S TONTO! HE'S NOT WITh\ 
THE TROOPERS.'WHAT'S / 

HAPPENED? ri/^ 

GET ME OUT OF 
THIS STREAM' 

iWhyvou 
NOT IN 
CAMP? 

THE INDIANS FOUND 
OUR CAMP/ DID >OU 
SEE THE CAVALRY ? 
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w—;—■—^ 
GENERAL CAR* \ THEN THE 
TER NOT WITH ) SOLDIERS 

TROOPER< WILL RIDE 
CAPTAIN NOT ) RIGHT INTO 
BELIEVE TONTOJ J THE TRAP/ 

r 

J 7’SO 

YOU SAY THE CAPTAIN) ) THAT 
WOULDN'T BELIEVE RIGHTJ 

CAPTAIN SAY, ARMY \ BUT WE 
SCOUT GO AHEAP / j POUND 
WARN, IF INDIAN / THE 

NEARBY/ j-f SCOUT 
PE AD! 

ME TELL CAPTAIN...HIAA 
NOT BELIEVE TONTQj 

THEN-HVE got 
TO RIDE/ HELP ME 
TO TME SADDLE/ 

YOU 
TOO 
WEAK/ 

'eak or not, i've 
got TO t^fOEf 

IP THE CAVALRY ENTERS^ 
THAT WOODS,THE INDIANS ) 
WILL WIPE OUT EVERY 7 
—i LAST MAN.' ryS 

I THINK THE INDIAN WANTED 
US TO CHANGE COURSE,SO 
WE WOULD BE TRAPPED' 

VERY WELL/ 
THEN WE'LL 
GO STRAIGHT 
THROUGH THE 

WOODS' d 
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DEVELOP SENSE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Not long ago a friend was 

showing me some keepsakes of 

her childhood. One of them was 

a quaint white silk dress, scarce- 

ly more than 18 inches long, yet 
in the grownup style in which 
children’s clothes were once 

made—a square yoke, waistline 
with sash, and kick pleats in the 
skirt. 

“You must have looked like a 

tiny lady in that,” I remarked. 
“And that’s exactly how 1 

felt,” my friend answered. 
“When I came across this dress, 
not having seen it for 30 years, 
I suddenly had a vision of my- 
self as I had looked and felt 
when I wore it. In this flash of 
understanding I knew that I had 
felt then as complete a person as 
I do today—and just as respon- 
sible. Not that I was a preco- 
cious child—I was no brighter 
than any other five-year-old, 
but I knew what was expected 
of me and that I alone was re- 

sponsible for my actions. I didn’t 
feel like a partial adult—I was 
a person.” 

Psychologists have been tell- 
ing us for years that a child is a 
distinct individual at each stage 
of growth. My friend’s experi- 
ence of reliving her five-year- 
oldness for a second provided 
proof from actual experience 
that a child is capable of accept- 
ing responsibility within the 
bounds of his knowledge of life. 

Since this is true, then par- 
ents should make the most of it 
in the character education of 
their children. Too many parents 
give a child an “out” every time 
he fails to live up to their ex- 

pectations. “Bobby was too tired 
to put away his tricycle,” Moth- 
er will explain to an exasperat- 
ed father who has had to get out 
of the car and remove the tri- 
cycle from the driveway before 
he could put the car in the gar- 
age. 

Occasionally, of course, i1 is 
true that a cihld is too fatigued 
to do an expected chore. In 
which case it would be better for 
Mother to say, “Bobby, I can 
see that you are very tired. 
Come have your supper and I’ll 
put your tricycle away so Dad- 
dy won’t run into it when he 
drives the car in the garage.” 

But most of the time when a 
child fails to do what he knows 
is his own task, he is aware of 
his shirking. He doesn’t want to 
do it so he takes a chance on the 
consequences. If he discovers 
that his mother will find an ex- 
cuse for him, part of his innate 
sense of responsibility is lost. 
But if he finds out that the pen- 
alty for his failure to do what is 
expected of him is a logically; 
unpleasant on# (such as not be- 
ing allowed to ride his tricycle 
for several days) the sense of 
responsibility, which had 
prompted him to do right and 
which he had disregarded, is 
justified in his own eyes and be- 
comes an even stronger part o! 
him. 

Children learn much by trial 
and error. If this sense of res- 

ponsibility, or conscience, is dis- 
credited by repeated experiences 
of getting away with what they 
know they shouldn’t do, or get- 
ting by without doing what they 
know they should do, they soon 
cease to put much stock in it. 


