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Agricultural Education in France.
(This is the eighth of the series of 

articles regarding the investigation 
of European co-operative credit sys
tems now being made by the Diplo
matic Service in connection with 
President Taft’s effort to introduce 
co-operative credit in the United 
States. It wili be appreciated if cop
ies of whatever material you publish 
regarding this subject is mailed to 
the Division of Information, Depart
ment of State, Washington, D. C.)

Washington, D. C., Sept. 29.—In 
addition to his study of the means 
employed in France to finance the 
farmers of that country. Ambassador 
Myron Herrick has submitted to the 
Department of State a report upon 
the educational work done by the 
French Government and the French 
agricultural associations for the pro
motion of agriculture. Ambassador 
Herrick is making an exhaustive 
study of the question of agricultural 
finances in France in connection with 
President Taft’s effort to introduce 
some form of co-operative-credit or 
mortgage-bond system in the United 
States for the benefit of the Ameri
can farmer. It is in connection with 
this investigation that he has submit
ted his report on the educational 
work done for the French farmer in 
order that the complete system may 
be shown to the American public.

The interests of agriculture in 
France, reports Ambassador Herrick, 
are advanced by two methods—offi
cially, by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
and non-officially, by the great agri
cultural societies.

The action of the Ministry of Ag
riculture is threefold — legislative, 
educational, and financial. In its 
legislative work it is assisted by the 
grand committees of the Chamber of 
Deputies and the Senate, and keeps 
in constant touch with the agricul
tural societies. It is, however, in 
agricultural education that the Min
istry of Agriculture has done most.

At the head of the Agricultural 
Department stands the Institut Ag- 
ronome, which corresponds to the 
French Academy, the Academy of Sci
ences, and the other great academies 
of learning which go to make up the 
Institute de France.

The Institut Agronome consists of 
fifty-six members, chosen for their 
eminence in the science of agricul
ture, and forty associate members. 
Election to this body is the crown of 
the career of any man of eminence 
in French agriculture. From it are 
turned out the professors of agricul
ture of the highest class.

Next below the Institut Agronome 
come the three great schools of agri
culture—those of Grlgnon, Montpel
lier, and Rennes. These schools 
liave each large farms attached to 
them, the one at Grignon, for in
stance, consisting of some three hun
dred hectares say, seven hundred 
acres). They are provided with live 
stock of the best class for breeding 
purpose? and fitted with the latest 
machinery and chemical laboratories 
on the most elaborate scale. Every 
student carries out a large amount 
of theoretical work, but at the same 
time the practical side is by no means 
neglected.

There are at each of these great 
schools from 120 to 140 pupils. The 
full curriculum at all the schools is 
of two and one-half years, divided 
into three sections. From forty to 
fifty pupils join these schools each 
year. The students live in the col
lege as boarders. The fees paid by 
each pupil at Grlgnon amount to 1,- 
200 francs (say, $250) a year; at 
Montpellier, 1,000 francs ($200); 
and at Rennes, 500 francs ($100). 
At Rennes, however, the pupils do 
not board at the college. Pupils en
ter at the age of eighteen.

Next below these three great col
leges of agriculture come the Ecoles 
Pratiques de I’Agriculture, of which 
there are eight in France. The course 
of instruction is much the same, in 
many respects, as that given at the 
higher schools already referred to, 
but more attention is paid to the 
practical side. Each of these practi
cal schools of agriculture consists of 
about 14 0 pupils. The fees vary from 
600 to 800 francs ($120 to $160) 
per annum, including board.

Next comes a yet lower grade of 
school, which is called the Farm 
School (Les Ecoles Fermes). These 
consist of private farms on which a 
certain number of pupils are trained 
under Government supervision. It 
appears, however, that this method of 
agricultural education is showing a 
tendency to die out.

In addition to these various schools 
devoted entirely to giving instruction 
in the subject, agriculture is also 
taught in every lycee and superior 
primary school in France. The teach
ing is in the hands of a very efficient 
corps of professors. These are divid
ed into two classes—the department
al professors, each of whom is at the 
head of the agricultural instruction 
in his department, and the assistant 
professors, one of whom is attached 
to each arrondissement, or parlia
mentary electoral district.

This systematic organization of ag
ricultural education is one of the 
greatest works of the Third Republic. 
It has given astonishing results. The 
value of the annual crops in France 
during the fifteen years that have 
elapsed since this educational system 
was introduced has increased 2,500,- 
000,000 francs ($500,000,000). This 
remarkable result is entirely due to 
improved methods of cultivation re
sulting from the educational advant
ages now enjoyed.

So much for the official side of ag
ricultural instruction in France. The 
non-official organization of agricul
ture in the Republic is in the hands 
of two great institutions known as 
the Societe des Agriculteurs and the 
Societe Nationale d’Bncouragement 
de I’Agriculture.

The Societe des Agriculteurs de 
France, which is the more important 
and older of the two, has its head
quarters in Paris. It has a member
ship of 12,500. Its president is the 
Marquis de Vogue. The annual mem
bership fee is twenty francs ($4.00), 
which gives it a revenue of $50,000 a 
year. The society also has the dis
posal of the income from a large cap
ital which has been left to it in the 
form of inheritances destined to be 
devoted to the work of the organiza
tion, as well as other sources.

This society devotes itself entirely 
to advancing the interests of French 
agriculture, but is in no way a com
mercial undertaking. It is affiliated 
with local societies throughout the 
country of every kind and description 
—societies for the encouragement of 
horse or cattle breeding, bee culture, 
wine growing, poultry raising, corn 
growing, fruit raising, organizations 
for the development of dairy produce, 
and so-forth. These provincial or
ganizations number, on the average, 
eight to each department, some de
partments possessing only three or 
four, while others have fifteen or 
twenty. Each of these societies de
votes itself to advancing that branch 
of agriculture to which it belongs. 
This is done by organizing cattle 
shows, arranging lectures, and pub
lishing bulletins and reports giving 
the latest information on agricultural 
subjects.

The holding of cattle shows In 
France Is undertaken by the Govern
ment as far as concerns the two 
great national shows which are held 
in Paris every year—the fat-stock

FOR SALE!
Wood-working plant complete, located in good timber settlement 

and on main line of railroad in small town Also the following 
farms, viz ; 838 acres, 216 acres dairy farm, complete ; 18,000 acres 
cut over lands, and 12,000 acres cut over and partly cut over.

We want several large timber tracts.

The Monroe Insurance and Investment Co.
MONROE, IM. C.

763 acres of cut over land, 4 miles from Keyser and 
1 1-2 miles from side track on the Seaboard Air Line. 
Good level land. Farms in the same section making a 
bale of cotton per acre, and 50 bushels of corn, and this 
land is just as good, and can be cleared and stumped for 
$7.00 per acre.

Price for QUICK SALE, $8.00 per acre.

W. C. WARLICK,
PINEBLUFF, - - - NORTH CAROLINA

No Farm is Complete Withouf
One of our modern, i p-to-date grrist mill for 
making high-grade table meal and all feed 
products. Made of finest material—simple, 
strong, durable, noiseless, and has greater 
and better grinding capacity. Improved 
disk feeding device. Every M-11 Guaranteed as 
Represented.

Send for catalog, which explains the con
struction and many advantages of the BELL 
GRIST MILL.

Don’t delay. Write now for prices while 
you think of it.

Yadkin Valley Mill & Lumber Company 
Ronda, North Carolina

Your lucorue From Xlre Farm
SUPPORTS YOU AND FAMILY.

Secure protection to your estate and your loved ones by at once securing a Lilt Insurance policy
The Union Central Life Insuraee Co. We lead In loW' 
etst net cost. This makes ours the Best Policy for you. Write to 
Cary «J Hunter and Bro., State Agents, Union Centra^ 
Life Insurance Co., Raleigh, N. C.

eJolly & Wyuue
•Jewelry Co.
Everything in Jewelry.

128 Fayettville St., Raleigh, N. C. 
Prompt attention given to Mail Orders.

show in December and the summer 
show in June—and the eight great 
shows which are held in the prov
inces every year. These eight 
shows are held in different depart
ments every year, so that once in ev
ery ten years each of the eighty-six 
departments into which France is di
vided is assured of being the scene 
of one o fthe shows. As this period 
Is too prolonged, however, and inter
est In this section of agricultural ac
tivity would be apt to droop, the two 
great agricultural societies them
selves take in hand the organization 
of additional shows in various parts 
of the country. In addition to these 
larger shows the local societies, of 
course, hold their own purely local 
exhibitions, which are naturally of a 
less important nature.

The lectures provided by the So
ciete des Agriculteurs are not mere 
professional speakers, but are re
cruited from among the most eminent 
members of the society. The local 
society to whose members the lec
tures are delivered pays the traveling 
expenses of the lecturer, while the 
Societe gives the sum of twenty 

(Continued on page 5.)

BOOKKEEPING and SHORTHAND
Taught by Specialists. School thoroughly 

reliable. Positions for all our graduates. 
No vacations. For literature, address the

GREENSBORO COMMERCIAL SCHOOL 
Greensboro. N. C.

FEATHER IIh"* P TTfT*f 
RIL.LOWS ••

With every order for one of our unequalled 
Feather Beds at the ridiculously low pnee of • J’’-.,-; 
we Include a 6-lb. pair of’Feather Pillows 
Freight prepaid on all. Best Ticking. New Feai 
ers. Sallsfactlon guaranteed. Send cash with oro«. 
Fine proposition for AGENTS.
TURNER 4 CORNWELL. Dept. 19. Charlotte. N- C-

Reference: Commercial National Rank.

3^Homc- seeker^
Opportuni ty

* ' that was

Overlooked
Tain Georgia and Alabama along 

Central of Georgia’s 2000 miles of mode^ 
railway. The land will earn more 
money than that which costs three or fO“ 
times as much where unimproved 
scarce. Long growing seasons with abun
dant rainfall, make extra crops each y®®" 
Mild climate, ideal for fruit truc^ 
But the greatest opportunity is forj^ 
general farmer, in home markets, at go®“ 
prices, for all he produces. .

Proof of this in "Alabama and Georgiy 
a book of pictures and signed le^l5 
mailed free. Also, "How to Find the Fan" 
You Want.” Write TODAY.
J. r. Jackson, Atricultnral Aient, C. oI C®*
277 Weal Broad Street, Saraanak, Geord»^
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