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BIG TERRITORY
1S FREED FROM
GERMAN GRASP

(By the Assoclaced Press)

In the last week the allied
troops in France und Belgium
have freed 400 square miles of
tevritory from the grasp of the
enemy. Paris estimates that in
the last four days the Germans
have suffered totul casualties of
50,000, including 15,000 prison-

GERMANY MAKES |
A REJOINDER 70
WILSON'S NOTE

(By the Associnted Preas)

The German government hus
prepared a rejoinder to Presi-
dent Wilson's last note in which
after again referring to the fur-
reaching changes which have
been carried out and are being
carvied out in the German con-
stitutional structure to which

343 PERISH WHEN
STEAMER SINKS

Vaneouver, B, €., Oct, 26—
The 268 passengers and crew of
|75 men were lost when the

steamship  Princess  Sophia
foundeved last night, the Cana-
dian Pacific rallway announced
toduy. Not u soul survived, ac-
cording to a  Juneau wireless
mesaage which said the ship ap-
parently was picked up by the
gale, hurled across  Vanderbilt
reef and sent to the bottom in

MORE THAN 33
DIVISIONS USED
ON20-MILE FRONT

With the American Army
Northwest of Verdun, Oct. 27.
(By the Associnted Press)--
In its first major operation
ngainst the Germans, consider-
ing the elearing out of the St.
Mihiel salient ax a local affaly,
the Ameriean urmy in a  few

b 4

GERMAN LINE IS
STILL CRUMBLING

(By the Arsociated Press)

A crash has come in the per-
sonnel of the German high com-
mand, General Ludenorfl, repud-
inted to be the braing of the
German atmy—~the man who
promised the Germans he would
erugh Great Britain and France
before the United States could
get under way in a military
sense—has resigned his position
as first quartermaster general
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Germany’s hard pressed sold-
jers are being given no rest as
the British, French and Ameri-
can forces continue with sue-
cess their drives on important
sectors from north of Valencien-
nes to east of the Meuse. Mean-
while, the Italians are pushing
ahead in the region of Monte
Grappa.

On the northern end of the
front in France the British
maintain their progress in en-
cireling Valenciennes, In  the
center the French have shaken
serfously the German defenxes
nlong the Serre and eastward
toward the Aisne at Chatean
Poreien.

The American troops east and
west of the Meuse not only hold
their gains against strong ene-
my reactions, but have further
strengthened  their  position
north of Prand Pre, ‘

South of Valenciennes, Field
Marshal Haig ix  seross  the
Valenciennes-Le Quesnoy  rail-
road and the fall of Le Quesnoy,
which is vital to the defense of
Mons and the Maubeuge, would
appear to be near, The fight.
ing of this sector continues bit-
ter with the British striving to
outflank the Mormal forest. On
the northwest of the forest the
British have advanced some-
what and captured Englefon-
taine,

Along the northern edge of
the Raismes forest, north of
Valenciennes, the canalized por-
tion of the Scheldt river. In
this region they have captured
the villages of Odomez and
Muulde,

Between the Oise

Germany's foes, comes a report
that the reichstag by a large
majority has passed a bill plac-
ing the militmy command under
the control of the civil govern-
ment.

On the western battle front
the British, French and Ameri-
cans have continued to make
further slight gains against the
Germans; in the Italian theater
both the British and Italians
have scorved successes, while in
Asiatic Turkey the British have
captured Aleppo in Spria and
are driving ahead on both banks
of the Tigris in Mesopotamia,
with Turks unable to check
them. The fall of Aleppo and
the continued advance up the
Tigris, are moves of such stia-
tegic value that it is not unlike-
Iy Turkey opposition shortly
will be entirely overcome both
in the Holy Land and Mesopo-
tamin.

The French armies
on the 40-mile front

fighting
between

keeping up their offensive
against the Germans and have
made additional gains, taking
several villages and compelling
the cnemy to fall back at various
points,

In the region southwest of
Valenciennes, around Le Ques-
noy, the Germans have deliver-
ed  violent counter-attacks
against the British. Their ef-
forts to throw back Field Mar-
sal Haig's men from the posi-
tion they hold were unsuccess-
ful, and heavy ecasualties were
intlicted on the enemy by mach-
ine gun and rifle fire,

The Americans have begun
their second month of their
operations in the region of Ver
dun by keeping up their attacks
againsgt the Germans from the
Meuse to the wooded eountr,
north of Grand Pre. Some 1ur.
ther progress has been  made
notwithstanding eontinued oppo-
gition by German machine gun-
ners from behind the natural
fortifications  whirh  abound
throughout this distriet. Amer
fean wirmen also arve continuning
their bombing eperations hehind
the German lines, then latest
effort in this respect  having
heen made against the tervitory
around  Briquenay, north of
Grand Pro, in which 140  ab~
planes took part, 60 of them be-
ing bombing machines,

Since the Amerieans began
their operations northwest of
Verdun more than 45  villages
have been liberated, an advance
to an average depth of 10 miles

and the
papid strides toward the import-
ant points of Marvie and Mont-
cornet, Along the railway south
west of Marle they have captur-
ed the village of Moortiers and
maintained their pressure else-
where along the Serre.  Further
eust & big hole has been torn in
the German defenses bogun in
19017. Between Banogme and
Herpy, the French have driven
forward toward Montcornet
distance of about two miles on
a front of between four and five
miles, A continued advance
here mennces the German hold
on Rethel, to which the enemy
has clung tenaciously, and tends
to outflank the German line east-
ward along the Aisne to Vouz-
lers,

The Germans continue to fight
desperately to check the advance
of the American troops along
the vital front east and west of
the Meuse. Their counter ut-
tucks at various points on both
fldes of the river have been re-
pulsed but the enemy continues
to hombard the American lines
heavily. On the extreme \est-
ern end the Americans have re
inforced their hold on the hills
in the southern portion of the
Bourgogne wood, north of Grand

prisoners,

Lieut. Donsldson Has

has been made and more than
20,000 Germuns have been made

Groenville, S. C., Oct, 26—
Lieut John O, W, Donaldson, of
the aviation section of the Unit-
pd States army, son of Briga-

France with the navakand mili-
tary advisers, says it is under
stood authoritatively that the al-
lied governments will not reveal
their armistice terms until Ger-
many has replied to President
Wilson's last note, which it pro-
bably was expected would con-
tain more than the mere fact

_ any was waiting for
of the armistice,
Far- hing Internal Reforms

Instituted?

Amsterdam, Oct, 27.—In the
course of a speech in the reich-
stag on Thursday, the German
viee chancellor Frederiech von
Payer, said that the enemy's be-
lief and the assertion that the
German people were politically
deprived of their rights and
were so oppressed and depend-
ent on small ruling circles that
it constituted a constant dan-
ger for the peace of the entire
world, had been the greatest
hinderance to the attainment of

ace, This hinderance, he de-

the Oise and Ainse rivers ardTelhrved, had to be removed, and

the government had instituted
far-reaching internal  reforms,
which were lung overdue,

On the previous day the viece
chancellor had said: “We need
confidence, not merely st home;
wa need the econfidence of for-
eign countries, even the confi-
dence of our enemies, For we
want peace and we need it, Our
enemies distrust our sineere in-
tention to conclude n peace of
justice, They mistrust us main-
ly on the ground of many svents
in the past, concerning which we
cannot take it amigs of them if
they have certain doubts. |

“We have therefore, no use
for anyone in the government
who still favors » peace of force
more than u peace of justice,
What we need in order to be
nble to exist is an unequivoeable,
honest snd straightforward poli-
cy. That alone can promote our
welfare in the future.”

Austria-Hungary Asks
Wilson to Begin Negoti-
ations for an Armistice

Washington, Oct. 28 —While
Germany's latest note to Presi-
dent Wilson was being delivered
to the state depurtment today
through the Swiks legation, eable
dispatches from Europe hrought
information that the Austro-
Hungarian government had sent
another communication to the
President asking that immediate
negotlintions for peace and an
nrmistice be entered into with-
out awaiting the results of the
exchanges with Germany.

The Vienna government ns
serted that it adhered to the
same point of view expressed
by the President in his last com-
munication upon the rights of
the Austro-Hungarian peoples,
especially those of the Crecho-
Slovaks and Jugo-Slavs, and re-
quested that he begin overtures
with the allied governments
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Concerning Allotments and
Allowance
Dear My, Editor:

Will you please publish the en-
closed?

So many Wilkes families take
vour good paper and I want
them to have the information
given,

With best wishes ele,
C. W. ROBINSON.

To the l{elnlivcs_nf Soldiers of
Wilkex County :

If you do not hear from the
Government in two months after
the soldier enters service, you
should write 1o the proper De-
partment of Government and
a3k for your check. Giving the
soldier’s full nume and Co,, Reg.,
serial number, (if you have it),
and camp where he first entered
serviee; alse give your own full
name, address and your relation-
ship to the enlisted man. [If you
do not hear from the Govern-
ment tn one month, write Lo me,
as Chairman of Civilian Relief
of the County, and | will inves-
tignte the matter for vou.

Those who are entitled to al-
lotment and allowanee will write
to “The Bureau of War Risk
Insurance, Washington, D. C,

Those who only get an allot-
ment will write to *“The Quarter-
master General Deposits and Al
lotment Branch, Washington, D,
C

I the allotment is from &
seamun write to “Navy Allot-
ment Officer, Navy Department,
Washington, D, C.

If from a marine write to
“Paymaster U. 8, Marine Corp
Headquarters, Washington, D.C,

If & const guard write to,
“Capt. Commandant U, 8. Coast
wuard, Washington, D. C.*

You need not employ a law-
yor to do this for you unless he
will do it without pay, any
friend will gladly do it for you,
The Government wants the sold-
lers family to have vvery cent of
this money, and any one who
would charge o soldiers family
for this is no patriot—no friend
of the soldier who is making
the great sacrifice for his
country,

A soldier must make an allot-
ment of £15.00 to wife and child-
ren add to this allowance,

He may make an nllotment to
a dependent father, mother,
gister or brother. In doing this
he should remember the Govern-
ments warning—Hand book of
Informution, Sec. 11, par. 79, 80
and 81:

“Each enlisted man is requir-
od to file a statement us to those
dependent upon him, and it is
upon this information that the
family allowance and allotment

Hwtunhy of Belgimoe reesntly
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Germany’'s Answer lo
Wilson's Latest Note

Copenhagen, Oct. 27, (By the
Associated Press.) —Germany’s
answer to  President Wilson's
latest communication follows:

“The German  government
has taken cognizance of the ans-
wer of the President of the Unit-
e States,

“The President is aware of
the far-reaching changes which
have been carvied out and are
being carried out in the German
constitutiona! structurve, and
that peace negotintions are be-
ing conducted by a people's
government, in whose hands
rests, both actually and consti-
tutionally the power to make the
deciding conclusions,

“The military powers are also
subject to it.

“The German governmenl
now awaits proposals for an
armistice, which shall be the
first step toward a just peace,
us the President Las deseribed it
in his proclamation.

(Signed)

German Concentrations
Bombed by Americans

“SOLF."

With the American Army
Northwest of Verdun, Oet. 27,
(4p. m. By the Associated
Press,)—German Lroops coneen-
trations in the region of Brigue-
nay, north of Grand Pre, were
bombed this afternoon by about
60 all-American bombing air-
planes with about 80 pursuit
planes protecting. Formations
of from 15 to 20 Georman ma-
chines attempted to drive off the
Amevicans and several aerial
combats resulted,

Lieut. Fdward Rickenbacher
was amount the pursuit planes
accompanying the hombing
squadron. He engaged in two
aerinl  combats  and  brought
down a German machine within
the American lines near Exer-
mont, Rickenbacher followed
the enemy machine close to the
ground until he saw the enemy
aviator land and fall into the
hands of American infantrymen.
Returning to his airdome, Riek-
enbacher heard the news of his
promotion to a eaptainey..

The weather was fairly clear
when word came that German
troops were arriving at Brique-
nuy by trains and that they
were marching and being trans.
ported toward the Bourgonne
wood. An oxpedition was quick-
Iy organized and was soon on the
wing.

“In addition to bombing Bri-
quenay and the railroad, the
bombers dropped a few bombs in
woods nearby and the pursuit

attacked enemy troops

were Alnskans who boarded the
uteamer at Skagawy.

The Princess Sophin struck
early Thursday morning. Cap-
tnin Locke, master of the steam-
er, yesterday notified the Cana-
dian Pacific’s Vanecouver office
that the wind made it impossible
to transfer anyone from the
stranded ship to the boats stand-
ing by, He expressed no fear
for* their safety, however.

Thursday afternoon a north-
erly fresh breeze sprang up,
causing the ship to pound badly,
making it almost impossible to
luunch the lifehoats or transfoy
the passengers to the several
steamers which had hurried to
the scene in angwer to the Prin-
cess Sophia's “S-0-8" call,

Shipping men said tonight the
loss of the Princess Sophia with
all aboard was the worst mavine
disaster in the history of the
Pacific coast.

The vessel, 2,300 tons gross,
had been plying in Pacific waters
since 1912,

The passenger list and details
of the wreek were not available
tonight.

Brekwnan Rune Amuek
at Spencer and Shoots
Several Railroad Men

Spencer, Oct. 27— Apparent-
ly finding the quietude of the
Sabbath day monotonous, E. D,
Whitmire, s brakeman on the
Southern, loaded up his shotgun
shortly before daylight this
morning, and ran amuck, shoot-
ing several employes of the Sou-
thern yards here before he was
taken into custody. Whitmire is
said to have been drinking.

Whitmire's first vietim was H.
W. Kluttz, 48 years of age, who
i« clerk in the yvard office. Mr,
Kluttz was shot as he was at-
tempting to eseape through a
door in the office,

Whitmire then took n shot at
Joe Trexler, an engineer, wound-
ing him in the foot as the engin-
er mounted to his cab,

His third vietim was Car In-
spector Dan  Shepard, who
caught part of a load of shot in
the faoe as he stepped around
a oar,

Whitmire then went on a veri-
table rampage, attempting to
shoot Engineer Gattis Blalock,
John Bernhardt, a negro soldier,
and others near the depot. He
is also veported to have chased
Yard Master F, C. Dickerson
from the yards, the latter being
unarmed,

Operator Lee and Operator
Fuster, holding down the wires
at the yard office and Spencer
depot, respectfully, were next
induced to vacate their posts by
the threatening shotgun and kEd
Lanning, 1. W. Grubb and two
colored firomen were next at-
tacked. Whitmire wounded one

more than 20,000 prisoners.
The Amervieans attacked on o

front of 20 miles from the Ar

honne to the Meuse and the ad

vance has been made in the face
of almost Insurmountable diff
culty, due particularly to the
nature of the ground, which is
covered with hills, deep ravines
and woods, In addition the
Americans had fronting them 4
organized systems of trenches-

the Hindenburg line, the Hagen
position, the Volker position and
the Kriemhilde position. They
have foreed their way through
all these lines, Ahead of them
lies the Freya position, which
has been reached at one point in
the region of the Bantheville
wood,

The advance has been purticu-
lavly difficult beeause the Ger-
mans have stubbornly resisied
every foot of the way and have
ased more than 38 divisions on
the 20-mile front. The enctny
continues to make a formidable
effort to hold this front in ceder
to protect his great lateral line
of communication running thro-
ugh Hirson, Mezieres, Sedong
Montmedy and Longuyon. This
line is already threatensd and
should the Germans loge it, they
will lose their main' line of com-
munieation from Germany into
occupied France,

In addition to the prisoners,
General Perishing’s men  have
taken more than 137 guns, of
large ealiber, numerous muchine
guns and anti-tank  guns, a
great stove of ammunition and
much war materal, including
locomotives and rallway ears.

Since September 26,the Amer-
ieans have fired more than 2-
500,000 shells, the number ot
times reaching as high as 1560,-
000 daily, The guns used in-
cluded a great number of heavy
ones, and also some captured
from the enemy.

Ameriean aviators and anti-
ajreraft gung in the period sinee
September 27 have brought
down 230 enemy machines and
23 enemy hballoons, despite ad-
vorse lying conditions and bad
wonther at times. Bombing air-
planes droped more than 40,000
kilograms of explosives on rail-
rosd centers, troop concentra-
tion nnd other pointz  behind
the enemy lines,

From the view of the engin-
eer, the most difficult task faced
has been the repairing of roads
and the movement of supplies,
men, ammunition and food to
the front.” More than 40,000
engineer troops are emploved
day and night in rebuilding
shell-shattered roads, using
where possible, ecrushed rock
from villages destroyed by the
German shells,

In the Argonne, hundrods of
yards of German barbed wire én-
tanglements fastenea from tree
to tree at various heights, had
to be bridged ax it was impos-
gible to cut them., In addition,

planes

with small bombs and machine
guns. The bombers report ex-
cellent results, direct hits being
obtained upon railroad sheds.

dier General T. Q. Donaldson,
who recently was forced to de-
seend behind the German lines

with a view to ending imme-
dintely hostilities on all Austro-
Hungarian fronts,

The official text of the Ger-
maun note did not differ material-
Iy from the unofficial version as
received by eable. No official
comment was forthcoming, but
it ix known that no

will be ealeulated.”

“Any one knowingly making
a fals: statement of & material
fact in connection with elaims
under this Act ix guilty of per-
jury and will be punished by a
fine up to $5,000 or by imprison-
ment up to two years or hoth."

“A heneficingy, whose right
to payments under the Act cens-
es, nand who fraudulently accepts
such payment therealter wi lw
pun by a fine up to $2,000,
or W\wmﬁ up 1o one year

or .

that Germany is now awaiting
for an armistice,
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