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TWO SIDES
s To Every Question

By LITTLE HULL

Democracy Dictator troubles
are occupying the centre of the
stage today for the reason that
their outcome may affect every
individual in the civilized world.

There is another struggle going
on in which the world is interest-
ed but which, for the moment at
least, vitally affects a compara-
tively small proportion of its in-
habitants. This struggle centers
around the Zionist movement in
Palestine.

Volumes are required to give
even an idea of the vast ramifica-
tions of Jewish and Arab rinimq
based upon the historical past,
but a few words might suffice to
convey a rough outline of the
present disagreements.

In the early days of the Great
War it was recognized by Eng-
land and Prance that an Arab re-
volt against their Turkish rulers
would make it possible to drive
the Turks out of Arabia and
greatly help the strategic position

>of the Entente. In order to
bring about this revolt, negotia-
tions were entered into with
Sherif Hussein of Mecca, one of
the most influential leaders in
Arabia.

On October 24, 1915, a letter?-
known as the McMahon note?-
was dispatched to Hussein. This
note stated that the British gov-
ernment would guarantee to up-
hold the independence of the
Arabs in the greater portion of
the Arabian Peninsula?at the
conclusion of the war. The guar-
antee excepted certain districts,
but these exceptions did not in-
clude Palestine. On the strength
of this agreement, the Arabs re-
volted and joined arms with Eng-
land and her Allies. Thus ended
the first chapter.

In the spring of 1916,- an ar-
rangement, known as the Sykes-
Picot agreement, was entered into
secretly by England, Prance and
Russia. It agreed, in effect, to
divide between those nations?at
the conclusion of the war?Con-
trol of the greater part of North-
ern Arabia. The terms of this
treaty conflicted with some of the
conditions upon which the Arabs
bad agreed to join the Allies.

When the Bolsheviks gained

control in Russia, they ? exposed

the terms of this secret treaty,
and the Arabs demanded an ex-
planation. The British Foreign
Office was able to convince Hus-
sein that this expose was primar-
ily the work of German-Turkish
propagandists and the Arabs

were appeased. So ended the sec-
ond chapter.

On October 2nd, 1917, appeared
the famous Balfour Agreement.
Whether or not this agreement is
a binding guarantee of a Na-
tional Homeland for the Zionists
in Palestine is the much discussed
question of today, but it is cer-
tain that the Zionist leaders were
induced to so consider it, and on
the strength of that conviction
threw in their lot with the En-
tente Allies. And thus begins the
most tragic chapter of them all.

It is stated ?and with some
reason?that in time of war there
may be justification for sharp
trading, but Zionist and Arab feel
that the British Government car-
ried MI these negotiations in a
manner, and for a purpose, which
even the exigencies of war can-
not excuse.

They contend that England
was determined to get a strangle-

hold on Palestine which would
add greatly to her strategic posi-

tion in that part of the world,
both dining and after the war,
and that she allowed nothing to
stand in the way of her accom-
plishment. They don't hold the
English people, as such, responsi-
ble, but fasten the blame upon
the British Government which
they accuse not only of deceiv-
ing Jew and Arab, but of keeping

their own people in ignorance of
their policy.

England now controls regions
in Arabia which, according to the
terms of the McMahon agree-
ment, should belong unreservedly

to the Arab state, and the world
feels that there was no excuse for
inducing the Zionists to believe
they were to have a National
Homeland in Palestine, if there
was any justice in the Arabs'
claim that Palestine had already
been promised to them.

The sacrifices made by both
Jew and Arab, based on their
faith in the honest intent of the
British Government, are beyond
computation. The righteous rage
of these two people has already
caused terrific loss to life and
property, and is to be reckoned
with for years to come.

At the Eastern extremity of the
Mediterranean, there festers a
horrid sore. If, and how, it will
ever be cured no cme knows.
recent pronouncement of the Bri-
tish Government, which is in-
tended to make of Palestine an
Arab controlled state with a fix-
ed Jewish minority, is a Jewery

who believed they had found &

haven at last, and late reports
indicate that he Arabs also do not
favor the terms of this British
White Paper.


