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Novrth Careliaa Hailroad —Last Days of
the War in North Carclias — Public Meet-
ings Called by the Governor for Reviving
Hentiment and Inspiriag Reaswed Coar-
mge—A Poppery Dispatch to the Com-
mandast at Fayviteville—Vance Makes
Request on Secretary of War Breckes-
ridge for a Copy of the Procesdiags of n
flecret Besalon of Congress— The Capture
of Wihmington sad Stopping of the
Bizsckade #H Sharp Correspon-
dence Wilh General Whiting General
Leo on the Nerth Carclina Troops—Cor-
respondence Over the Condition of Af-
fairs at the Sallabury Prison.
Observer Bureau, Park Hotel,
Raleigh, June 2I.
What a mine of information I8 to be
found in Gov. Vance's letter books?
His mmen. his love of his “North
Caroiinians’” are visible as one looks

over the
It Is dated

pages.

.Here is a typical leuer
Julx 5, 1884, and is to "Gen. Whiting.
Some 6 wecks ago I addressed a letter
to the Becretary of War in regard to
the exemption of D. L. Russell Jr.,
county commissloner for Brunswick.
No answer has yei been received, and
I learn that young HRussell has been
vrdered by you Into camp. Mr. Russell
was ‘dismissed the service,” was not a
conscript until he was anrolled. Previ-
ous to his enrollment he received this
appointment, which made him a State
officer, necessary to the due adminis-
tration of the laws. In accordance with
the act of Congress, and the resolution
of the Legisluture of this State, 1 have
given him a certificate of exemption.
This I cannot recede from, and especial.
1y In favor of a government which will
not answer a respectful letter on the
subject. I therefore notify you that
your offer to arrest Mr., Russell or to
disturb him in the discharge of his of-
ficial duties will be taken as a deliber-
ate and unwarranted usurpation of su-
:horlty, and will be resisted according-
¥

Gov. Vance wrote Becretary of War
HBeddou the same day: *1 have walted
anxiously for a reply to my letier in re-
gard o the exemption of Daniel L.
Russell, Jr., as an officer of this State.
None has been recelved, but 1 am told
that Gen. Whiting has orders to con-
scribe him Ilmmediately. 1 simply wish
to inform you that 1 cannot and will
not submit to this being done without
resisting It by every means al my Ccom-
mand."”

Gen. Whiting replied on the Sth. say.
ing: “Your letter of the [th has been
forwarded Lo the War Department, and
in regard to it, consldering the manner
in which you have addressed me, you
will permit me to Inform you that 1 do
not admit the propriety of vour anl-
madverting to me upon the government
nf the Confederate States or Ité con-
duct of Its correspondence. My own
correspondence with the authorities of
the State of North Carolina has been
carried on not only with courtesy, aa
meay be seen from the record, but with
an entire deference to your wishes in
the cass of Mr. Russell, very much be-
yond the deserts of that Individual, in
his attemp!ts to evade gervices.”

[The court martial of the now Gov-
“rnor. it seems. was for striking an of-
ficer.]

Gen. Whiting wrote a leiter, dated
July 4, which was delayed in the mails
In this he sald: '“The War Department
has decided that the clalm on the part
of the State to Mr. Daniel L. Russell
cannot be admitted, he having been In
the service already at the date (Feb
17) of the act to organize forces for the
war. That act contalned in It all per-
sons belonging to it tlll the termination.
The exemption clauses In that act do
not apply to the class whose position
had already been dstermined. They ap-
ply only to those who were not o ser-
vice, but were made liable by universal
expression of section 1| of the act, and
an exception to the operations of that
saction. The Governor's authority to
claim as exempts those In service does
not extend to a person in Kervice, 1
have accordingly notificd Mr. Russel|
that in accordance with the Bentence
of the court martial he will b required
ig, Belect one of the North Carolina

te waryipe

The followinig letter 1o Gov. Vance
from Gen, R, E. lepe lears the date
August 29, 1864: "1 have (reguentls

been called upon to ment!lon the service
of North Carolina soldiers in the arm)y
of Northern Virginia. but their gal-
lantry and conduct were never more de-
serving of admiration than in thes en-
gagement at Reams’ Station. on the
25th inst. The brigades of Goens ook
MacRees and Lane, the last under the
temporary command of Gen: Connor
advanced through a thick abattls of
felled trees, under a heavy fire of mus-
Ketry and artillery, and carried the . on.
emy's works with a steady courage that
elicited the warm commendrtinn of
their corps and division commanders
and the admiratinn of the army it
the same occaslon the brigade of (Gen
Barringer bore a conspituous part in
the operations of the cavalry., whic!
were not less distinguished for buldness
and efficiency than those of the Infan-
try. If the men who remain in North
Carolina share the spirit of those they
have sent to the fleld, as 1 doubt not
they do, her defence may v surely In-
trusted In their hands "’

s & .

The Confederate =ngine-s Lureau No-
tifed Gov. Vance that the Wilmington
& Manchester Rallroad was a main line

of communication which the govern.
ment must Keep open, amdd said it wounld
have to re-lay = track. 10 miles of rail.

from the Wilmington, CCharlott+ &
Rutherford Hallroad This drew a spicy
letter from President Robert H. Cowan
of the latter road. who wrote Governor
Vance that the Wilmington & Manches-
ter road ought 1o have besn able to get
supplies, as it owned a large interest in
a steamship company He added: "}
propose, therefore, that if the managers
af the W, & M, R. IL. cannst o the
work of the governminent that you jass
the road over to me and my diredtors
with proper authoerity in the premises
and we will guarant~s that It shall be
done. [If vou huve authority to take
10 miles of my road, you have author-
ity to take it all If vou have authori-
ty to take my road and give it to the
W. & M., you have authority to tlake
that road and give it to me. If that
road cannot do vour work, I can. 1
refer yvou to Hon, Geo. Davis and Maj

Robert Strange. of Gen. Rarringer's
staff for anything »ou may want to
know about me."

In a letter dated two days later, Pres.
fdent Cowan wrote the Governor: “If
the Confederate government will not
accept this proposition, I respectfully
suggest that you let it go to South Car-
olina, after those roads which it Is al-
ways ‘going to take up.” but never
does.” Gov. Vance notified Gen. Gil-
mer that he would not ssurrender the
road unless the Legislature consented,
as the entire road was mortgaged to
the State.

- - L]

Under date of Sept. 2. 1884, Vance
wrote Secretary of War Seddon: 1
learn that Lt. Col W. H. H. Cowles,
First North Carolina Cavalry, has been
recommended for brigadier of Cham-
bliss’ Brigade, by his superiors. 1 beg
leave most cordially and earnestly to
second the recommendation of this gal-
lant and most accomplished young of-
ficer. In addition to rewarding merit
and promoting the good of the ser-
vice, the promotion of Lt Col. Cowles
would farnish grateful evidence to our
people of the Intention of the War De.
partment to promote North Carolinians,
when deserving. to the command of
troope from other States to which we
have submitted so long.”

- L ] L]

Gov. Vance wrote Gov. Seymour, of
New York, a letter, in which he asked
the

1,20¢ pounds sterling, this being sent in
three bills of exchange on Collie & Co.,
of Liverpool, the State's agents. The

is mow at Fort

g

seems to bé
1f attacked in strong force, 1
humbily conceive that their capture is In.
evitable, unless strengthened by at
lease two brigades of veteran troopea
The militia assembled and to assemble
there I fancy will be inadequate to re-
sist a land attack on Fort Fisher, which
seems to be the peoint of real danger,
In view of all the facts of the case, to
which I presume the commanding gen-
eral keeps you sufficlently informed, I
respectfully submit that wen. Lee
should spare a few veterans a= a nDu-
cicus for the raw troops defending Wii-
mington, notwithstanding the pressure
ppon his lines. Except for the moral
effect involved In losing our capital, I
cannot see that Richmond itseif is of
any greater importance to us pow than
Wilmington. To leave it entirely in lht
hands of the militia, except the

son, I deem extremely injudicious.”

- - -

i

Gen. Whiting informed Gov, Vance
that the men employed at the salt
works on the sounds near Wilmington
were traltorous He wanted them all
removerd and =ent o the army, and
slaves or free negroes put on the works,
which were In charge of D). G. Worth.
Finally, November 186, 1564, the War De-

pariment conscripted all the men. Mr.
Worth telegraphed the Governor: “The
men are all at Wilmington. Gen. Bragg

will only allow the teamsters to return

to the sound to remove the property.
What shall [ do with them and the
State's teams?™' To this Gov. Vance

replied: *““The men shall not be con-
scripted. Inform Gen. Bragg that you
have my orders to retain the men and

move the property.
by force, let me Know immediately.”
Gov., Vance also telegraphed Gen.
Bragg: 'l learm with surprise that you
have =eized my salt hands and refuse to
permit them to return to the sound to
remove property, This is altogether
different treatment from: what 1 ex-
pected, and I inform you candidly that
1 shall resist by every means (o my
power. These hands are by the laws of
our Stiate not subject o ConsScription,
Gen, Brageg Informed Gen. Whiting that
the latter had nut understood his or-
der and so all "the Btate property was
removed.

If he prevents you

Decembeer 27, 1864, Gov. Vance was at
Wilmington when that city was attack-
ad. He writes a letter to Mrs. James
Spence, of Liverpool, England, In which
he thanks her for presiding over the
North Carolina stall at the “Confeder-
ale Bazaar'™ at Liverpool He says:
“Now that this clty is attacked., and
there Is a poss=ibility, at least, of our
only avaliable seaport leing closed, |
cannot longer delay the pleasurabile
task of thanking you. even though the
roar of artillery shakes the city as 1
write. You and your colleagues in this
matter are but the sisters of those who
here this day are dressing the wounds
and wiping away the death-damp from
the brows of perishing soldiers. 1 van-
not adequatelv praise and bless this
=tsterhood of charity and mercy which
lends & brightness and a glory to civi-
lization, or give you an Idea of what it
has done for our devoted soldiery.”
This letter is dated, “Headquarters,
Forces of North Carolina, Wilmington."

- - -

January 3, 1865, Gov. Vance tele-
graphed Gen. Brag “C"an 1 with safe-
ty disband ths Ho Gunrd for a few
woeke? They have to be re-organized
under the new Iaw, and T think this is
as good a time :m any."

-

The C-mfedurate government appears,
from the tenor of scores of letters, to
havie treated North Carolina most un-
fairly In the matter of running the
blockade, and actually forced the State

to g&ll a half interest in its own block-
ade runner, the “Advance.” It Is fur-
ther shown that this blockader was

forced o thhe VUl and bring in carmn -
o 1ess  hioad RiAta?
Against all this Gov. Vance protssted
und chafed like A lion. Then the ~Ad.
vance” was captured Ly a blockading
vessel, She was nsing coal from the
mine then know as the "Egypt” mine.
On the 8th of December Secretary of
the Navyv Mallory wrate tiov. Vanece a
l=2tter which produced the following
spirited answer: “Your letter, with en-
~lokures relative to the loss of the
Advance, iz received. [ stated that the
loss of the Advaner was due
propriation «f her coul {or steamers of
the government. | made this statement
of whivh you complain. daliberately and
wpon authority anhivh | regard as e
Hable, and think T have heon sustalned
hy the farts. To the common heap of
coal the Advance (ontributed. and et
when she came to =ail the government
had taken 4l the coal, and she had e
g9 with North Carolina coal. The coal
was actually applied to the use of the
Tallahassee. just as 1 charged. 1 call
yvour attention to the certificate of Mr.
Savage, collector of the port of Wil-
mington, showing that thers was no
gold on board the Advance at the time

she was captured. I do this because the
appesarance of an article In the Rich-
mend Sentinel, =uid to have bwsen wrelt-

ten umiler the auspice= of the Navy De-
pariment, it which it was allegedd that
there was a laregs amount of gold on
this vessel the non-appearance  of
which wng suppesed (o account in ot
for her capture.  Like you, sir 1 do not
care to discuss the policy of our givern-
ment in regard to our armed crulsers
and biotkade runners generally, I 1
did. T might cite the recent formidable
attack upon Wilmington, from which

alone we were delivered by the provi-
denees of God, as a full confirmation of
my op'niore. (Gov. Vance protested

againat the sending out from Wilning-
tan of the Tallahasseo. declaring it on-
Iv irritated the Federals and cansed at-
tack= on this State ] T might ask if one
uf those thres vessels which recentls
entered Wilmington leaded with bacun
was not of greater benefit to the Con-
federacy, oven thoumh It was the en-
terprise of '‘gamblers,’ than the destrue-
tion of all the enemy’'s vessels At sea
mentioned in the list that yvou enclosa,
My opposition to the policy of this gov-
ernment s not based upon anythinog
factious, or any regard for the interest
of men who have been making fortunes
by running the blockade, whether na-
tive or forelgn. 1 never made objections
to their being placed under such re-
strictions as the government thought
proper, but why a Btate, struggling for
the common good, to clothes and pro-
vide for its troops in the public ser-
vice, should meet with no more favor
than B blockade gambier passes my
comprehension.”

January 7, Gov. Vance wrote Presai-
dent Davis this letter: "I beg leave
most cordially to join in the recom-
mendation which 1 take for granted
has been made by his superior officers
of Col. Willlam Lamb. commanding
Fort Fisher, for promotion. [ was near
by Aduring the recent attack upon the
defenses of Wilmington. and people and
soldlers alike were enthusiastic in their
praise of his skill and gallantry. Pre-
suming that the official reports have
done justice to his soldierly qualities, 1
mainly desire to assure you that our
people would gladly see him made a
brigadier-general from North Carolina,
though not a citizen thereof ™

- - -

Gen,. Whiting wrote Gov. Vance Jan-
uary 4. 1865, that he needed as large a
force of free negroes as possible to work
on the forts, and that he desired to
let the slaves return to their mastera
He suggested "an enrolled corps of 1.260
to 1,500 free negroes, properly organised
into compenies, according te regula-
tions, entitled to furiough, fed, clothed
and paid.” With this he would guaran-
tee the exemption of slave labor.

This State, after the government had

ot | broken up Its salt works, hired an en-

January 17, Becretary of War Seddon
mumwvmmmm
Carclina Legisia bha@ directed the
mumumuma

Ab=rgy R, ,!%ﬁ'."

There | charge in the prison at Sallsbury. If

the half be true, it is disgraceful to our
humenity and will provoke severe re-
tallation. 1 hope, however, it is not so
bad as It Is represented, but lest it be
#o, | hereby tender you any aid in my
rower to afford to make thelr condi-
tion more tolerable. I know the great
scarcity of food which prevails, but
shelter and warmth can certainly be
provided, and I can spare you some
clothing, if the Yankees will deliver as
much to Nortlh Carolina troops in the
Northern prisong. Please let me hear
from you™ Fehruary 8, Gen. John C.
Brecvkinridge, Secretary of War., wrote
that this letter had been forwarded to
him, and that he had directed an In-
spection to be made of the prison, and
had given such lastructiona to the in-
specting oflicer as would enable him
to correct the &vi! complained of. That
day Gov. Vance recelved the following
letter from Capt. . W. Booth: "Gen
Johnson has been absent for over s
week, and [ will give you & short state-
meat. The C. 8. prison, when estab-
lished at this place, was contemplated
for Confederate prigsoners only, bulid-
ings and sufficlent grounds being pur-
chased for that purpose. About the 5th
nf November, 1864, a large number of
prisoners #f war. some 5008, were sud-
denly g=nt here, the government having
no other place to send them. The
rounds were enlarged and such prep-
rations as cvould he made were ar-
ranged for their reception. A short
time after thelr arrival tenis were is-
mued. and now they are all under shel-
tar of some sort. The number of pris-
oners ronfined here has reached as high
a figure as 10000. When sent here
they were In extremely bad condition
Wood In sufficient quantity is issued to
them. Only two days have they been
without it, and then unavoldable cir-
cumstances prevented its issue. The
issue of wood iy regulated in a meafFure
by the weather. In extreme days they
receive more than when the weather is
mild. As evidence that they have plen-
ty. they offer to sell, and Jdo sell to the
sutler wood for his store in exchange
fur tolmacen, He Informs me that more
g offered him than he buys or has use
for The matter of food receives the
surnest altention of the commandingE
nfMeers, The prisoners regularly recelve
one pound of good bread. or pint of
soup, besides small Issues of meat and
sorghum—eometimes =mall quantities
of both, As to clething, their condi-
tion is truly deplorable. most of them
having been prisoners some six or nine
months, The Confederate government
cannot issue clothing to them, and none
has been received at this post from the
North, Gen, Johnson, In a eommuni-
ration to Commissioner of kExchange
Ouid, In the early part of January, call-
ed attention s their condition in this
respect, which he set forth in the fullest
terme=, and requested that his letter be
forwarded to the IFederal authorities
Your generousg proposition will no doubt
he readily agreed to by the Fideral gov.
ernment. Ag soon as General Johnson
returns. 1 will lay your communication
pefore him, and he will do all that he
‘an to effect s consummation. Ten
wells are in the prison, which =af-
ford them water. In addition, they are
permitted, every dav, to bring water in
barrels from a neighboring creek. No
stream of water runs through the pris-
on This s unfortunate, But a re-
moval of the prisoners to Columbia Is
rontemplated, and all Improvements
buildings, #tr.. have been prohiblied by
vienernl Winder. Gen Yeork, who has
viglted most of the prisons South, re-
cruiting, assures me of tiie superiority
f this. In conscquence of the lack of
transportation and the damages to the
railroads of late, the encrgy of the of-
ficere of the commissary and quarter-
masier's departments has besn subject-
=d 10 no mean tests; but the prisoners
have not suffersd for wood or rations,
An inspector from your excellency will
rec »-uo avery facility to visit the pris.
i ;n‘-.-q.:‘—l-.‘ nesiHrET 'T\'i‘hl“k al-
-ﬂ-w‘ a telegram has bean received
caying that shoes, hlankets, ote, have
been shipped from Rivhmond, amnd that
Federal officére are now on their wiay
hers to superintend their distribation.™
The guarding of thesze prisoners was
done hy senlor reserves. Capt. Booth
saveE. "The duty Is onerous on them
Lt 18 caused by frequent and numer-
sup deseitions

Fobruary 12, Gien, Bradley T. John
50 commanding Sallshury prison
winte the Glovernsr this letter: "1 0
knowledege personually vonr hiheral of
fey. Neoone can fesl more acutely than
I the condition of the prisoners of was
he e It = dizsgrac«ful tn our country
apt., Routh's lotter showed you that

they nere wall supplied as to food and
fuel, but they =uffer for clothes and
helter Gen, Winder proposed remos

ng them hefore Christmas. and there-
fore forhade any buildings to be erected
aere. A large percent. have therefors
ived In holes in the ground, Wers 1 to
ttempt to erect harracks. spring would
ome befores they could be fAnished. 1
must therefore try to get tents. Can you
tend us or procire for ug in Raleigh 1540
tr 2 wall tent=" 17 a2, prav send them
T oat ence, [ recently visited Richmond
o the main purposs of Pressing on oar
inthorities our dutlo s ta ours~lves and
to these peoaple, layving before them the
ferrilds suffering and mortality among
them. 1 have procured from the Fed-
sranl officer for distributing goods Ir
Htiehmond 35300 biankets, which will be
here to-morrow,.  With the tent2 thel:
ondition will le tolerable, but rathing
can relleve |t rave snesdy exchange. |
evarn fiom Viee President BStephens
fthat Gen. Grant ix willing to receive
fromy us 1500 a weck., 1 urge the n

mediate delivery of all the prisoncrs in
North Carolina and Scoolh Carelina.  1f
not. the prisoners at Fiorenee will have
to be marched throuzh the country te
Raleigh., which will expose vour
ple to mare depredations than from The
march of a hostile column I ez yom
oo fodn with me n urging the Confod

srale authorities to cansent to an im-
mediale dolivory of these prisoners at
*he most convenient point tirant pro-
poses 1o take hiza men and deliver ours,
bath parties Lo bs on parnle I think
he never Inlends to exchange them, so
as to allow our men to g0 back to our
army. ©On this our authorities may
stick, hut we ought to agree to it at
once. The prisoners here eat our ra-
tions and keep men out of the field to
guard them. They are a terrible bur-
den. It would be better to send them
home at once on parcle. But the men
we get back will go home. re-invigorat-
ing the population for the war, work.
help to ralse provisions, and In case of
emergency defend themselves., by guer-
rilla war, of which right no parole can
deprive them. It would be better to
have them in our own army, but, fall.
ing in that, let us have them at the
plow, the rifle In the fence cormer. 1
press this upon you, for if these people
are not turned over to their own au-
thorities, they will be pressed back into
North Carcolina, which will have to sub-
sist three armies, the Confederate. the
Federal and the neutral, more terrible
than ejther."™

o

The last 3 pages of this letter book
of I864-'65 are crowded with Import-
ant things. February 20, 1865 Gen. Lee
calls on Governor Vance to give Gen.
Brage every man possible. The Gov-
i-mw telegraphs that he has called out

man Hable to duty in the Btate.
Oen Lee calls on him to destroy pro-
visions. Vance replies that he cannot
do this without & cavalry force. He tel-
egraphs to
at Magnolia,
progress of enemy.
stores and am walting for information.”

February 14, Vance issued his procla
mation mmnucincthetnllo!m!mins-
ton, and also the fallure of the *
which met at

!

could do so pledge himself to furnish
the rations of- one soldler for six
. without designating any
particular scoldier. and suggesting the
immediate delivery of $0 pounds of
meat and 180 pounds of flour, or their
equivalent in beef or meal, to the near-
est mmmiuary.mn_ t...

Gen, Joseph E. Johnston March 1 ex-
pressed a desire to change Lthe gauge of
the North Carolina Rallroad to 5 feet,
Gov. Vance that day telegraphed him:
“How far do you wish to bring the
wide gauge? 1 do not want it farther
east than Salishury, unless great neces-
sity requires iU." He also telegraphed
Maj. Gen. Gilmer at Charlotte: "How
far do vou wish to alter theganugeof the
North Carolina road? 1 object to its
breing done east of Salisbury. I den't
wish the connection broken with the
West."

- - -
General J. E. Johnson replied, “the
change of ganuge was ordeied by the

War Department. It is made by an of-
ficer who is under my orders.” The next
day General Johnston sent another tel-
egram: I find that not *h» War De-
partment, but General Beauregard or-
dered the widening of the rallroad. 1
consider the extension of this work to
Danville a military necessity.” General
Gilmer telegraphed: It is important
to alter the gauge lo .reensxboro and
Inunville. I beg you will Interpose no

vhjection.” General R. -.. Lec tele-
graphed: "“The quartcrmaster general
and | agree with General Johnston in

thinking it all-important that the wid-
ening of the gauge should continue te
Danville if possible.” 3

March 3rd, Governor Vance lele-
graphed General Gilmer: “1 positively
object to wide gauge coming east of
Salisbury, unless I am permlitted the
same contirol over the forage traines
which the law gives me over the North
Carolina Rallroad,” That very day the
Governoar wrote General Gllmer his rea-
gons for objecting (o the change of
enuge east of Salisbury. They were
“1at. It breaks my connection with the
west, where 1 must remove my stores
and publle reenrds in case Ralelgh s
threatened, compelling me I hreak
hulk twice and leaving m#s no power of
controlling transportation in the hands
of the new company which will occupy
the road. Znd. S8hou.. Sherman. as I=
most likely, unite with Schofield, and
advance upon Greensboro from this di-
rection, all of the rolling stock in North
Carolina crowded upon Greenshoro for
safety would be destroyed., while the
South Carollna rolling stock would be
wafe, having the road open behind it
I o not understand that 1. i to the in-
terest of North Carolina to make the
sarrifice of her own property (o save
that of South Carnlina. 1 rannot see
how the extending of the wide gauge to
tareenshorols a "military necessity." The
rolling stock of the State, 1t ssems to
me, 18 amply sufficient to transport
everything desired between Salisbury
and Greensboro, and by widening ths
gauge so far you will render idle as
much storek as you would galn and er-
danger much more, Until further rea-
anns are assigned therefore, | must ac.-
here to my abjection.”

March 3rd Governor Vance telegrapk -
ed General Rragg, at Goldsboro: 1
hope you will induce all slave-owners
in Duplin, New Hanover and Onslow to
remove immediately all able-bodied
slaves in this direction, and will afford
them al| necessary ald In so doing. If
necessary I will sustaln vou in remov-

img by force all such s=laves gas
will likely afford recrults to the
enemy. If the ownpers cannot support

them the government can usefully em-
ploy them.” March Tth, he telegraphed
General Bragg: “If the government will
furnish 22 miles of iron and & few hun-
drued hands, the rallroad to Deep River
can be finished in 15 days 1 advise that
the iron be taken below Magnolla and
that the effort he made.”

March “rd, General Joe Johnston tel-
rgraphed Governor Vance: "Tu make
@ prompt movement to meet the enemy
threatening yvour capital T need 50 addi-
ticnal wagons and teams to transport
eupplics to meet the energendcy. Can
you assist me in having them <ollected
in the vicinity of Raleigh and >mith-
field at the carliest possible moment.”
Goevernor Vanee repliced: 1 can have 0
Wagons, mostly two-horse. by Lhiis day
waeek, I you waill give autherity to fu-
Prigs M few counlry wagons for post
duty.  The State has no anthority 19
HMPreae, Mareh Sth, he tedecraphod
the commandant atl Favettas il Y
have taken the liherty of impressing
iy wagons without my permission 1
sewrl them bavk for Blate goods and pe
tfy you to keep your hands off them

Under date of Fehruary 24th, General
H., F. I mrote the Governor: “Th
stante of despondency that now prevails
aniong our people is producing & bad
effect upon the troops. Desertions are
weoming very frequent, and there js=
o4 reason to believe that they are oc-
casloned to a considerable extent by
lettera written  to soldiers by their
friends at home, In the last two Wesks
aeveral hundreds have deserted from
Hills Corps, and as the divigsions from
which the greatest number of deser-
vk have taken place ars composed
vhietly of troops from North Carolina,
they furni=h a corresponding proportion
vf degertera. 1 think some good can be
woeemplished by the efforts of influen-
tial citizens to change pur.ac sentiment
an(! cheer the spirits of the people. It
has heen discoveredthat the deapond-ny
persons represent 1o their friends in the
army that our cause is hopeless and
that they had better provide for thiem
selves. They state that the numbsr of
Aezertjons lg #a lnrge  in the several
counties that there is po danger to e
apprehended from the home guards
The deserters generally take their arms
with them., The greater number ar
from regiments from the western part
of the Btate. So far as the despondency
W the people occasions this sad condi-
tion of affairs, | know of no other
means of removing it than by the coun-
e+l and exhortation of prominent citl-
zens. If they would explain to the peo-
ple that the cause (s not hopeless, that
the situation of affairs, though critical,
I critical to the enemy as o oursejves;
that he has drawn his troops from
every other quarter to accomplish hig
deslgns against Richmond, and his de-
feat now would resuit in leaving neariy
all our territory open to us; that this
great result can be accompliaked if all
will work diligently and zealously and
that his suoccesses are far less valuabie
In fact than in appearanrce, { think our
sorely-tried people would be indaced
‘o make one more effort, to bear their
sufferings a ilttle longer and regain
some of the spirit that marked the first
two years of the war. If they will 1
feel confident that with the blessing of
God what seems to be our greatest dan-
ger will prove the means of deliverance
and safety. I trust you will do ail in
your power to help us in this great
emergency.”” March 2nd, Governor
Vance replied, saying: "Yours has been
received. giving me the distressing
news of the increase of desertion from
our armies. I had heard from other
sources of this defection of our troons
and was already too well aware that the
cause of it was to be found in the gen-
=ral pubjic despondency. I inaugurated
& series of public meetings in this State
by my recent proclamation, for the pur-
pose of reviving public sentiment, and
though many have been heid and many
more will be held, yet the near and
triumphant approach of the enemy has

the loyal in preparation for his coming
that I fear they will hardly have their
proper effect. I have myself been so busy
in trying to organize my militia and se-
cure my vast public stores that I have
only been able to address the people
at two or three points. Rest assured.
however, general,that I am fully alive to
the importance of the crisis and what-
nver man can do in my situation shall

be dome. 1 shall mow order ocut the
home every county ana keep
it at work deserters. In many

s0 alarmed the timid and =0 engrossed |

hallow our cause, and I hope will pecure
God's blessing upon .

March 9th, General Lee replied to this
letter, &s follows: *“I returm you my
gincere thanks for your sealous efforts
in behalf of the army and the cause. 1
have read with pleasure and attention
your proclamation and appeal te the
people, as also extracts from your
addresses, I trust you will infuse into
your fellow-citizens the gpirit of resolu.
tien and patriotism which inapires your
own actions, 1 have now no cavalry
v spare for the purpose you mention.
| think the suggestion a very good one
and regret 1 did not receive it earlier.
I have sent a force of infantry under
Biigadler Genzral N. D. Johnston to
guard the line of the Roanoke and oper.
ate as far as practicable in the adja-
cent counties to arrest deserters. An-
oiher detachment of $500 men under
Cul. McAlister has been sent to Chat-
h um end Moors counties, in which bands
nf deserters are represented to be very
numerous. They are instructed to take
no prisoners among those deserters who
resist with arms the civil or military
anthorities. T hope you will raise as
iarge & force of Incal troops to co-oper-
ate wih them as you can and think the
severest couree |8 the Dbest with the
clazs I have referred to,. The linmuni-
ty which these jawless organizatinns
alford is a great cause of desertion and
they vannot be too sternly dealt with.
I hope you will be able to ald General
Johnston, who needs all the reinforce-
ments you can give him, If he can
check the progress of General Sherman
the effect would be of tne grealest
vidlue. I hope the late success of Gen-
eral Bragg near Kinston will revive the
spirits of the people and render your la-
bors less arduous, The conduct of the
widow whom you mention deserves the
highest commendation. If all our peo-
ple posgessed her spirit, our success 1
should feel to be assured '’

The last jetter in the vook hears dates
nf March 17th, and s to Becretary of
War Breckinridge. 1t Iz as follows:
“1 have heen Informed that certain
communications of the utmost import-
ance to the cause of the Confederacy
have bheen submitted to Congress in se-
vret sessEon hy the | resident and the
several heads of departments. [ have
dlgo Jwen informed that their nature
was surh ag to render it entirely propey
and, indeed rightful, that 1 as Governor
f North Carolina should he informed
of their contents. 1 have therefore the
honor to most respectfully request a
wopy of sald papers if not deemed in-
censzistent with the public good, and
have sent the bearer, Maj. James H.
Fiote, A. A, G.. a discrest and loyal
gontieman, to recelve them should you
deem advisable to comply with my re-
nuest.”

THE FIRST SCULDIER KILLRD

A Virginlan Holds That It Was Capt.
Marr., and Not Henry Wyntt He Also
WWants to Deprive North Carolina of An-
viher Clalm- Troops Furnished by Vie-
glnia und North Carolina.

T the Editor of the Observer:

It is astonishing that anvbody in
North Carolina, even at this late day,
will continue to believe and repeat the
etatement that the first soldier killed
in the war was from North Carolina.
This has been repeatedly proved not
to he a fact.

The company to which 1 belonged
arrived at Falrfax Station, a few miles
L'eyond Manassas, on the afternoon of
May O1st, 1861, and were grousced from
their ldvouac about 3 o'clock the next
morning by the startling report that
the enemy had attacked our troops at
Fairfax Court Houss, which was about
four miles distant., and had bern repuls-
«d und had retreated towards Washing-
ten, We were quickly mounted and
went In pursult, and after reconnoiter-
ing the country during almost the eon-
tite_day of Juns Ist. without result,
where we remalned undir arms all
night, \n a drenching rain and thunder-
“torm, under apprehension that the at-
wek might be renewed. In that skir-
mish, Captain Marr., of the Warrenton
ifles, was killed, and this was the on-
¥ casualty on our side, and occurred
“ither on the night of May Idlst and or
the early morning of June Ist, 1861

The hattie of Big Bethel was fought
ar June b, 1861, and Henry Wyatn
wilonging to a North Caralina 1egiment,
was Killed, and this wax the oniy death
o our sule in that battle, and was ten
Ty after the attnck on Fairfax Court
H e There is no poassihlpy donht or

mistake us 1o these facts wnd dates,
whivh leave o ground for question that
Capt. Marr was the tret sobdier Kilieod
wn Virginia saoll

Fgually unfounded, 1 think. bt nut
qulte =0 epsily disparoved, = thie olmim

idvanced by our North Carclina friends
that thelr State furnished more soldiers
‘o the Confederate army than any other
ftate. They have made, with com-
mendable promptness and vigor, a ros.
ter of thelr troops, and tell us with par-
drnable pride that they sent 1o the fleld
une hundred and twanty thousand men.
Very well, we are very willing to be-
fieve it nnd gladly zive themn thanks
il pariiste.

Virginia has Lwen dereiiet In this re-
spect, and cannot determine with ex-
aciness the number of her soldlers,

It t8 well known that Virginia was
preuliarly the theatre of the war, and
wns everywhere overrun by the enemy,
while North Carolina was In a great
manner exempt from such Incursions,
aml therefore it is reasonable ta helieve
that aprrt from motives of patrintien
the men of Vieginia more than in North
tprolina, wonld from necessily e com
pelied to g0 into the army.

Morepver., we have somie data from
whi'h we ran make a reasonable calen
lation of the respective numbers of the
tne Stater, Virginia mustered into ser-
vieo 87 regiments and 15 battalions of
infantry, artillery and cavalry. North
Corolina had 88 regiments and 15 bat-
talinne, Theee regimentz would proba-
by have 1000 men when mustered. and
would recrult during the four years of
the war 6 additional. so that
Virginia's 87 reglments and 15

battaliorns would he.,...........
North Carolina’s 88 regiments

and 15 battalions would be, ., . 110,000

Virginia's excess.......cccoeuu.an 36,000

Virginia had 3 generals, & Jieutenant
generals, 21 major generals, 80 briga-
dier generals. North Carolina had 2
Heutenant generais, 7 major generals,
12 brigadier generals.

Why should Virginia have such an
excess of general officers unlesa she
had a proportionate superiority in num-
bers of soldiers. Are Virginians more
riotous and disorderly than other peo-
ple, and require sterner and more rigid
discipline?

TU'nti] the facts herein narrated are
disproved. we must uvelieve that our
North Carolina friends are mistaken,
but even In that event, we naad not
form a harsh judgment. Let us adopt
for our guldance—

“The good old rule, the

That they should take
power.

And they should keep who can.’

Or perhaps we might with propriety
remember another maxim—

“Help yourself, but not by grasping,
All that's good for selfish gain;
Help yourself but not to honors
That another has falrly won."
Respectfully,
B. M. PARHAM.
Co. 1. Fourth Regiment Va. Cavalry.
Richmond, Va.

simple plan,
who have the

A Big M1l Shuts Down.

Lowell, Mags , Juns IR —The Massa-
chusetts Cotton Mills were closed to-
day, and will not be re-opemed until
July 12th. The mills employ 1,906 men.
The shut down was decided upon be-
cause of the low price which goods are
selling at, and the poor demand.

Mbney for the Families of the Lynched
Itallans.
'“w.-hln;tm.lmzl.—mun-ﬂ-
to-day reported from the committee on
foreign relations, an amendment to the
general deficiency bill to pay 36,000 to
Lthe families of the three Italians lynch-

ed at New Orieans.
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— A Plantation Idyl .
Written for the Observer by Jobha W.

it was one of “those early” days
spring, when natuore feels the first [IAThem—Sever-
pulse stir in her dull, cold
storm had shifted in the night.
rains had ceased. And now the south-
wind blowing eoitly sweiled the buds
and whispered to the sleeping cgrass
and dandelions that spring had come,
Overhead shining fragments of cloud,
belated stragglers, scudded away Intlo
the deep expanse of blue. A hawk saill-
scremuned a shrill challenge
canught up and flung back by the crow
in the pinetop before be sped away to
his fellows with clamorous alarm. In
the apple tree a mocking bird preened
his winge, then iried his pipes
scolded to find the love-notes had not
The moist rails of the barnyard
fence stramed in the early sun. Among
the iogs of the empty crib there a little
brewn wren playved hide and seek with
excitedly to
hlack-nose dog curled In the
warm sunskine helow, and to Bill, the
ox. standing with head over the half

wittering

The winter had been hard
which should bave been while
and red, was dingy and begrimmed. Each
showed plainly.
sonrs of trace-chains were lhere, and
of bygone
Year the barn had
The last lomd of his winter feed
Bill had hauled tn town and rgeen bar-
tered for his masier's Christmas revel,
And the cockleburrs matting the jittie
naw told how his scarch
had since been through low-grounds for
remnants of =shuck and fod-

might have
Wl was of

most commonly known as “scerub,”
the toll and hardshin which had come
to his early years had not improved the
It had brought him a sullen
ginewy

anks

W rEe
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anil Bill broke Impatiently into short,
st
for
his tecth hie
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turned and called within:
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After impounding 111 last night 1dsn
nibal had joined his family, Bill's en-
laborers, spread about the wide hearth
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“Now you niggers hear what 1 tells
Lbegan Hannibal as he kicked the
dog away from Lhe fireside and lit his
“¥You niggers hear mes now!

I's
1 nint
when
We's
Angy
res’ o yer

help- all

“¥You gwien to stan’ round an’ “e (e
oberseer!”” explained Angy.

“Who dat talkin'
aint heard nobody say nuttin’
But you hear what 1 tells
yer, I's gwien to make & crap wid you
All ' yer eate victuals. an’
we owes Bqulre Tom half de fust bale
dis minute for runnin’ us till now! Six
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“Put him in de lot!" ordered Hanni-
bal.
“Yer gwien to work to-morrer!"
“Look here, nigger!
daddy a convic'?
convic' I 'spec’'s to work on Baddy! I's
gwien to town to-morrer in gart cyart
like a ‘spectable gent'man!?™”
Presently the black swarm of darkies
had vanished as mystesbously as the
crows overhead where the hawk sailed
yet smerenely a solitary spsck In the
depths of bue.  Bill relieved of his W‘
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his mastors =4y “Friday’ and ‘‘bad| position and
lurk " These dolngs \lt-l’t‘ bﬂ'}‘ﬂn(] his | brief rest bhefi -
FrTE zed his] _ The -
Hannibhal smoked, rested his gase upon | Messrs,
the stubblofield, and pictured again the| jaw, Mr. Hoa.

hig crop he was going to make, 1L was
an quiel now It was easy Lo think. The
voung ones had gone fishing. Bill stood
near with eves closed chewing his cud.
A grey cat was curled asleep  where
sweet had bwen. The hawk hung mo.
Honless gn the silent blue, A single
fegther, white and luminouws, came
drifting down from et far height, and
ot sonnd broke the stiliness but the

soft el king of a4 hien 1o her hrood
Hannibal couwld see {he collon growing
the bigeest crop he had ever planted,

tall and green. the
marsting holis, the fleescy baskeis, the
four bales phied at the ginhouse door
It was Juxt ax gewwl as having them.
And the #un folt xo comforiable, He
feancd hack slowly wntil he found a
firm resting place in the Lend of the
fenee, His head lay over agalnst a rall.
The pipe 1] from hls fingere, and with
mouth apen and face upturned he slépt
under the noon-day sun.
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THE VICTOR MILL CASE.

Judge Sotton Refused to Fet Aside the
Verdiet Though He DI Not Agres With
the Jury.

The counsel of defendants yesterday
afternoon moved tn sot aside the ver-

dirt in the Victor Millvcase, hecause it
was agalnst the weight of thy evidence
This mutlon was debated for gome time
hy counsel for the respect parties,
Jurdge Button, in passing up the mo-
Yien, sald that the evideneo 1 nol

nuind
thathe

made the snme impression on h
that it had made npon the jury:

il not think the defendants =hould
hiuve been convicted, bhut he would
have favored thelr acquittal had he

been on the jury: that the verdict had
disappointed him., especially rince he
had =een the mill and its surroundings,
with the jury, and found it to b+ as
clean and well-kept as any mill site he
ever saw: that whether there was any
cvidence was a question of law for the
court to declde, but whether the evi-
dence was sufficient to convict was one
for the jury, and the court did not like
to invade the premises of the jury. 1
have not heen atle,"” sald the judge, “"'to
satlafy my consclence that It Is right
to do g0 In the case, though personally
T differ with the Jury. If I could have
g0 zaliefled my conscience, 1 would
have set aside the verdict of my own
motinn., without any appllcation from
counsel. T will suspend the judgment
in order to pee if some matisfactory ar.
rangement cannot be made. I would
not like to see a valuable Industrial en-
terprise as this is. needleasly Injured.”
After some discussion by counsel asd to
what could he done. the matter was
left open untll to-day.

THE BEOCHE HILL SCHOOL.

Profs. Banks and Barnes, of Yorkville,
Wil Take Charge—The School a Fesder
for Davidson.,

Prof. A. R. Banke. and his associate,
Prof. Barner , who have hé®n conduct-
ing the Yorkville, 8. C.. High School
for some time past. have secured the
Roek HINl school. which is to be con-
ducted there as a feeder for Davidson
College. It will be remembered that
Davidson College recently purchased
this Rock Hill school propertv, and In
entrusting the school to Profs. Banks
and Barnes they are placing it In safe
hands, Both are Davidson College grad-
uates. and the former has for a long
time been a member of the executive
committee of the board of trustees.
Prof. Banks has been unusaally suc-
ceesful as an educafor, and has sent
110 weli-prepared college boys to Da-
vidson during his carcer as a teacher.
Prof. Barnes is a younger man, but
thoroughly competent.

The Rock Hill school 8 housed in
well-equipped buildings, repalred, im-
proved and refurnished.

Profs. Banks and Barnes will wn-
doubtedly make the school one of the
foremost preparatory institutions in the
two Carolinas.

Harkins Conflrmed.
Washington, Jne 28.—The Benate

Harking (o be nm of !ﬂmn.m
o o’ e
enue for the district Naﬂi
Carolina.
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