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lmlxlll‘ HAﬂm AT A STILL
HOUSE.
A Betler Explodes, Killlag Two Per.
soms Oughiright, Fatally Enjuring
¥we Othiers, aud Badly Wounding
Aunether. . L
The boiler at the old distiilery of
Mr. James B. Lanier, located three
miles from Salisbu y, exploded at 12

o'clock last night with terrible eflect.

was completely wrecked, a man and
his son -were instantly killed, two
men were fatally hart, and one man
was badly injured.

The pames of the killed are:
Rans Beaner and his son. a boy of
12 yearsold. The names of the in-
jured have not been learned.

Two men, one of them a revenue
agent, were sleeping in a room on
the second floor. They were blown
filty yards. The revenue agent will
survive, but the other's head was so
badly crushed that he willdie. The
engineer had gone to the branch to
sce what was the matter with the
pump when the explosion occurred,
and he was not hurt. The cause of
the explosiion is unknown.

Repairs had just beea completed
to the boiler, and it was steamed up
two hours before the explosion oc-
curred.

LOCAL RIPFLES.

—_——

—Mr Holton Sprinkle arrived in
the ¢ity today from Washington,

—Mr. J. P. Cook, editor of the
Concord Standard, is at the Central.

~—Today being a holiday on
'Change, there are no telegraphic
markets,

—There will be a celebration of
the Holy Communion at St. Martin’s
Chapel at 7.3 tomorrow morning.

—Little Lord Fauntleroy, one of
the greatest of theatncal altractious,
m!l%)e at the opera house next Sat-
urday.

—The frontof Mr. E. M. Audrews
undertaking house, oppositz the
Central Hotel, i3 being repainted
and brightened up.

—But very little homage was paid
today in Charloite, to the memory
of the Father of his country. Not a
single cherry tree was cut down in
his honor.

—Crossand Wh te have surrender-
ed themselves to the sherifl of Wake
county. They will begin work in
the sublic roads on the first Morday
in March.

—There were several little *'spits””
of snow in this city, th's morning.
Today one year ago, there was a
six inch snow on the ground’ in
Charlotte.

—Reyv. P. J. Carraway will con-
duct services at Tryon Street Meth-
odist Church tomorrow morning,
and at Church Street Mecthodist
Chiurch tomoriow night.

-———

Big Dlecknde Raids.

te yesterday afiernoon, the
platform at the Carolina Central
treight depot was lined with barrels
of whisky and distilling apparatus,
the returns from two raids by offi-
cers Bollin and Vanderford. The
stull was consigned to Deputy Col-
lector E. McDonald, who today had
it stored in a warehouss on College
street. The lot comprises 37 bars
rels of blockade whisky and six stills,
Four of the stills and 25 barrels of
whisky were captured at Grover,
Cleveland county, and . the remain-
der was captured at Cbamﬂh.

An Entorview by the Way “'ll) l.- ‘

Jomen,

“Mayor McDowell arrived hm.-J
last night trom a brief trip hM
1 Orleans, On the way home M
| was a delay of an hour at
junct.lon. and one of the sights that
attracted Mr. McDowe)l s m

: m to varraat he belf hat e

| knéw that Mr. Domllm
ch.mm, and wanted o m all

THE CITY AND THE SEMINARY.

— e

Can the Benrd of Aklermen Make a
Donation to (ke Lutheran School 7—
An Argument that it Can.

Can the city authorities, under the
charter, make a donation to the
Lutheran Seminary?

This question was today asked a
lawyer by a NEws reporter. ‘It
can,”” was the reply.

The board of aldermen were asked
to make a dounation to the Lutheran
Seminary. They promptly and gen-
erously replied that they wou'd if
they had the power.

“*‘Have they,then " says our liiend,
“the power to take ifrom the city
treasury a sum of money and give it
to the Seminary?"’

“Section 24 of the original charter
of the city reads, in patt, as follows,
with reference to the beard of alder-
men: ‘They shall also have power to
issue other bonds, and all moneys
arising from the sale of such addi-
tional bondsshall be by the said board
applied to such purposes asin the
opinion of said board will promote
the general good of the city, and tor
no other purposes whatever.’ "’

Now, it would seem that it the board
of aldermen have power to make a
debt for the general good of the city,
ot which they are the sole judges,
(though under the amended clarter
the debt would have to be authorized
by a vote of the people), they cer-
tainly have power to spend money
out of the treasury for that purpose.
Suppose a philanthropist should die,
bequeathing $10,000 to the city of
Charlotte, to bz expended for the
general good of the city, in the dis-
cretion of the board of aldermen,
could not the board give part of it
to the Lutheran Seminary? Look
what a great law writer says about it;
Dillon on Municipal Corporatioas,
3575:  “"Municipal corporations pos-
sess the incidental or implied right to
aitenate or dispose of the property,
real or personal, of the corporation,
of a private naiure, unless restrained |,
by charter or statute.”

Uadecr this broad authority 1t would
seem that the board of aldermen could
even go so far as to sell the Graded

! ceplion of a few strands of brown,

School property, which the city
bought a few yecars ago for nb:-u.l
$20,000, and spend the amount of|
money rcalized by the sale for lhel
general good of Charlotte. Much
more can they use money on hand
for that purpose, good reason would
insist.

But who are to determiue what is
meant by the general good of the
city? The board of aldermen. Thatis
what the charter says "'such purposes
as in the opinion of said board will
promote tte genzral good of the
city.”’

Now ohserve what the same au-
thority on municipal corporations,
says on this point: **3475. So where
the mayor or council have by the
charter, power 10 make, 1n their cor-
porate capacity, all such contracts as
they may deem necessary for the wel-
fire of the coiporation, they may
contract to sell stock owned by the
¢c'ty in a private corporation, to en-
able the city to pay its debts, and the
discretionary power with which the
mayor and council are invested can-
not, whea bona fide cxercised, be
controlled by a Court of Equity at
the instance of property owners and
u'x' P‘Tm"

+This language is plain and une-

It seems to say that a
discretionary power, such as
onuldmen have, is absolute; that
the city can not only use its cash on
hand, but may sellita private pro-
| perty for the general good, and that
the law has nothing to do with it
when the d-u'etiﬁury power is used

dnuﬁonin quettion. I do not wish
{0 be  understood as setting up my
| uoalterable judgment that she has
that power; f r the reason that there

t&ubemcle that is belng |

m bc other authorigu that I have
after ¢ -

Dillon above quoted, do not mean
what they seem to say; if thereisany
plainer way of showing us that the
aldermen have power to make the
donation to *he Seminary, then let us
have the charter amended at the ap-
proaching session of the Legislature
50 a3 to remove all doubt on the sub-
ject, .

In the meanwhile ‘'would it not be
well for the Finance Committee of the
Board of Aldermen, to whom the
matter was referred, to assure the
gentlemen in charge of the Seminary
fund, that when, by popular voie or
legilative aid, there shall be no fur-
ther doubt as to their ability to make
gilt, they will make tleir promise of
a2 donation good. Ttis assurance
would probably be as good as cash,
for whe would oppose the preposed
donation?

The city at odd times has given
£1,c00 to yellow fever suflerers, $4co
for the survey of a railroad and §y.-
000 by way of subscription to stock
to the Charlotte Female Institute
To argue that it cannot now give its
aid (o the Lutheran Semipary is
seemingly as sivange as to say that a
co't cannot jump a fence, when, in
fact, he has jumped it repeatedly.

The charter of the city of Raleigh
ankorizes the board of aldermen to
“‘aid in the establishm.nt of educa-
tiv.al enterpiises within the corpor
ate limits of the city, or within one
mile of said limi's. Let us have ou:
charter amended so as to read that
way. Then there can be no hiadrance
to the gilt of §2,000 by the board of
aldermen to the Lutheran Seminary.

_——— e ——

ALOCK OF WASHINGTON'S AR,

A Enre and Geanine Relic in Posses-
siom of & Charledte Lady.

This is Woashington's birthday,
ard the News has been reminded of
it iu a peculiarly pleasant manner.
Through the courtesy of a Charlotte l
lady, Mrs, E. E, Sloan, widow ol
the late Dr. Wm. Sloan, the dlitor
lock of Washington's hair. There!
are abcut twenty five strands!of hair |
to the lock. The hair with the €x-
a pure white.
silken thread, which in turn is secur-
¢
tsealing wax. Oa the paper to
which this relic is attached is this in-

."t“' UOI

“IrvINGTON, Va,,
March 18th, 1872

ton. Presented to Mrs. Ocville Od-
die by James A. Hamilton, and by
her to Dr, William Sioan.'’

Mrs. Sloan prizes this relic
highly. Both the hair and the let-
ter are ia a good state of preserva.

tinn,  Mrs. Sloan will have the relie
framed.

—————

A Romunce in (elored Lite.

Some days ago a Charlotte negro
camied Sam MclLarty got intn cor-
respondence with a Crab Orchard
helle pamed Mary Jane Wallace.
e proposed and was accepted by
leiter.  He got a license from Regis-
ter Cobb and set forth on the ap-
puinted day, but when he got to
Mary Jane's house she denied all
knowledge of the correspondence
and would bhave none ot him.
Troubled ia spirit, Sam weat to
Jerry Wallace's house, nearby, and
told Jerry and bis family of his dis.
appointment, Jerry has a daughter
vamed *Dicy” and when Dicy
heard Sam’s tale of woe she vol-
uniecred " to ‘marry him. Sam
jumped “at the proposition. He
came 10 town and told Mr. Cobb
that he had made a mistake—that it
ougbt mh mqy instead of Mary
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