;_AN OPEN LETTER
To MOTHERS.

WE ARE ASSERTING IN THE COURTS OUR RIGHT TO THE
EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE WORD “CASTORIA) AND
“PITCHER'S CASTORIA,” AS OUR TRADE MARK,

I, DR. SAMUEL. PITCHER, of Hyannis, Massachusetts,
was the originator of “PITCHER'S CASTORIA” the same
that has borne and does now M——— or every
bear the fac-simile signature of bdedse wrapper.
This is the original “PITCHER'S CASTORIA,” which has been
used in the homes of the Mothers of America for over thirty
years. LOOK CAREFULLY af the wrapper and sec that it is
R the hind you have always bought on the

' and has the sign_gtsure OJW wrap-

: per. No one has authority from me to use my name ex-

B2 copt The Centaur Company of which Chas. H. Flelcher is

President. v '
March 8, 1397, Qv bkloseire .

Do Not Be Deceived.

LY

2 Do not endanger the life of your child by accepting
e a cheap substitute which some drugcrlst may offer you
| (because he makes a few more pennies on it), the in-
I3 gredients of which even he does not kaow.

“The Kind You Have Always Bought”

BEARS THE FAC-SIMILE SIGNATUHC OF
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night ho RIEpT, OF Tother made down s
blanket aud drove his pleket pin at the
lower edge of the bivouae, sir, down
there by that point, nud Private Dono-
van tells me he moved still farther down
after dark, We counld hear his horse
whinnying awhile—he didn't like be-
ing so far from the others, It's my be-
lief, sir, he waited until ull was quiet
and took some time when I was oat on
the prairie visiting the sentries to slip
up the bunk to where Sergesnt Graham
was sleeping, make his haul of the
moncy and then ride forall that he was
worth as soon as he had got beyond ear-

shot. 1t wos easy enough to slip nway
throogh the stream without being
howrd.””

**Ho has loft hig saddlebags, blanket
amd everything that was heavy, excopt
his urms, behind hiw,' said Grobom
mondily.

“*And yon really think thoat he has
gtolen the wmoney and is trying to es-
capo?"’ qus'ﬂl.muo:l the licutenaunt.

“Iodeed, sir,”" answered Dawson al-
most tearfully, ‘I don't know what to
think. I hate to believe it of the boy
wir woere ]l so fond of, though I used
to plagoe him sometimes, just in fou.
But I dou't know what else to think.
The men sy that ho hasg beon a little
wilil ut times sines he got from noder
tho old mnn's care.  But I don't koow,
wir. 1 wonldn't be apt to kwow what
wns going on in the barrack there ag
Hobingon. "'

CHAPTER VL
CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE,

Blunt turoml sorrowfully awny. and
began to pace glowly up and down the
bunk, Near at hand over a little camp-
fire his ¢offToepot was bubbling and
hissing outicingly, bat even the aromn

of his ncenstomed morniog bevernge
fuiled to attraot bim, What was he to
do? What conld he do? Ordered to re-
mnin there to escort the captain safely
to Ked Clond on bhis return from the
cimrt, it was impossible to pursoe
Equully unwise wonld it be to gend a
sl pquad. . Waller hod taken hia lifo
in hiw hands when he rode nway through
the vight, bat he could cross the Raw-
hido aod be in eomparative safety, so
{ur ug the Iudian attack was covoerned,
by sunrise of this doy. Now that duoy-
light bad come, Blunt well kuow that
every stretch of prairie from the Platte
to the White river wonld be thoroughly
vearched by keéen and eager eyes, and
death would be the very least that any
simull purty of whites could expect.  Ho
kuew perfeetly well that already he
anil his little troop were being closoly
seratinised from  tho distant ridges
Hod he not eeen in the tepees of the
Cheyennes, but the week before, as
muuy 68 threo pairs of binocular flelid-
plussos, and hnd uot Colonel Randall
told him they knew their uwse and valoe
ns well ns ooy one? If thero was only
sotne way of getting word to Captain
Charlton at Laramie!l There ran the
singly wire of the military telegraph,
but thers wos peither office nor station
nenrer than Red Clood Ageney. Noman
in the troop wounld thauk him for being
ordered 1o go either way with dis-
patches, though he kvow the order
would be obeyed.

Hilently and gloomily, instead of with
their usnnl cheery nalaority, tho men
hil got to work with thelr earryeomb
nud bhmshes and were touching up their
horsea while waiting for their own
breakfust, nod presently Blunt's orderly
enmo forwurd, holding a tin cup of
stenming cofee,

“"Wou't the licoteonns drink a little
of this, #ir, and try a bite of bacon?
Thare len't much nppetite in the troop
this morning, sir, but it ain't s0 muoch
becans the money's gone. 1've known
the old sergeant and the boy nigh unto
ton years now, eir, and I never thought
it would coma to this "

Blunt thanked the soldier apnd st
down ab the edjge of the rashing stream,
sipping his coffee and trying to think
what todo. The drink warmed his blood
and checred him op o trifle.  Ordering
his horse to be saddled, be mounted and,
taking bis rifle, rode through the Nio-
brara and ont upon the open prairie on
the other side. It was not long before
b found the boof tracks made the night
before, and without knowing why he
slowly followed thein out toward the low
ridge at thasoufhwest. For ten minutes
he wont ot o quiot walk and with down-
ward searching eyes as ho reached the
road, striving to decide which hoof
prints were made by Waller's horse,

Boddenly back at camp he heard the
ringing report of m cavalry carblue
barne on the riking breess and, whirling
nbount, saw that they were signaling to
him, Putting spura to his steed, bo gal-
loped full tilt for the ford and then for
the first timo saw the cause of the ex-
citement. Far up on the opposite slope
and joggiog eaxily down toward the

rodo vp apd handed him a leiter. It
was from the commanding officer at
Fort Robineon aud very moch to the
point. 1t rend somaewhat as follows:
**Captain Charlton ho
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JUrge DUMDETS, MOVE IMmeaiiery upon
recoipt of this."

That evening, therefore, the little
troop onee more rode down the valley of
the White river, the “ Smoking Earth, "
08 the Indiaps called it, nod by sunset

were camped at Red Cloud. In much |

distress of mind Mr. Blunt ealled npon
the commanding officer to tell him of
the disnppearance of the money nud his
trumpeter and to ask the colonel’s nd-
vice as to the proper course for bhim to
pursne, IL was agreed that telegrams

shounld be sent at once to the captain at |

Fort Laramie and to the commanding
officer at Sidney barracks on the rail-
way, notifying them of the crime and
the degertion, Blunt begged for a mo-
ment’'s delay until he could hear from
Bergeant (Graham, whom he had sent to
make certnin investigntions, und long
befors tattoo the sergesnt came, and
with him the hospital steward.

“Lieutenant, the storekeeper says he
sold just such n havdkerchief ns that
to Trompeter Waller last week, and the
, Bteward can tell about the chloroform. "

Both officers looked inquiringly at
the steward.

““Yes, air, 1t wos pay day that young
Waller handed me a penciled note from
Bargeant Graham, eaying that he hod a
bad toothaohe and nsking for a little
chloroform, and I gave it to him. "'

*1 never wrote such o note, gir, sud
never gent bhim oo such o message, "
snid Graham,

CHAPTER VIL
TELEGRAPHIC DISPATCHES

Bad vows travels fast. Captain Charl-
ton at Fort Laromie wos stunned by
the tidings flushed to him by telegraph
from Red Qloud. Despite the array of
damaging evidence, he could not bring
himeelf to believe that Fred Waller was
i thief, but ho was sore st heart when
he thought of the misery and sorrow
the vews must brivg to the dear ones
nt his army home, above all to the
proud old sergiunt, whose life secrued
almost bound up in the boy.

Well knowing thot it conld only be n
day or two before the story would make
its wuy to the posts slong the railroad
anil would reach Sanders, doubtloss in
u moro expggernted form, the captain
docided to warn his wifo ot once, and
by the stapn lenving that very night n
letter went in to Cheyenne, sud thenco
by traiu over the great *'divide'" of the
Rockies to Fort Sanders, giving to Mrs.
Charlton all particolars thus for ve-
coived, but charging her to say nothiog
until further tidinge

“1 canunot believe it,"" ‘und

nm going at ones to  join the troop and
make foll investigation. Meuntime I
huve written by the game mail to Major
Fdwards, who commands at Sidney
barrmcks, to moko every offort to trace
the boy should he have come south of
the Plutte, and you must bo sore
gew, when the news reaches Sanders,
that the sergennt is assured of wmy dis-
belief i the whole story, and of wy
determinntion that Fred shall have jus-
tico done him. It will be several days
beforoe you can hear from me agnin. "'

And the nows reached Sanders, us ho
fenred, all too soon. Telegroph offices
“leaked’ on the frontier in thoso dnye
The operators at tho military stations
were all enlisted men, who were not
bound by the regulstions of the West-
wri Unfon, and who could not keep to
themselves every item of personal in-
terest. The Bidney office wired mysteri-
ons inguiries to Sanders; Sanders iu-
sisted on knowing what it meant, and
presently Laramie, Sanders, Sidoey,
Russell, RKed Cloud and even Chuog
Water were clicking away in confiden-
tinl discussion over the cxtroordivary
theft and fight. And Mre Charlton's
letter came none too carly to save old
Waller from despair. It was a woman,
a gabbling laondress, who first told
him of the ramor, and Mm Charlton
saw him hostening to the telegraph
offios just as she had finished reading
the letter.

“Mr. Nelson, quick!' sho called to
s young officer just passing the gate
“Stop Sergeant Waller at ovce. Don't
let him go to the offica. Make him
comé here to ma He will hear and
obey yon. "

And Mr. Nelson touched his cap,
leaped lightly noross the acequin, and his
powerful young volce was beard thun-
dering ''Bergeant Waller!" in peremp-
tory tones ncross the parade. ' Hergeant
Waller!” echoed a half dozen voloes na
the loungers on barrack porches took up
the ery, * Lisutennt Nelson wauts you "'
And the soldier instinot pravailed. The
old man torned and hastened toward
tho officors’ quarters.

“What is i, Mra. Charlton?’* anked

wrote he,*

Is Fred killed? It will break the old
man’s heart. "

““Oh, Mr. Nelson, I can's tell you
about it yet!" she almost wailed

to |

Nelson. **Has there been another fight?

soung oflicer and aumbly TAlED nrs
band in the mechanical snlute

It i Mra. Charlton who wants you,
sgergennt,” eaid  Mr Neolkon kindly
*GGo to her " And witheut o word the
veteran pussed in at the gate.

She held forth her hawd, ber eyes
brimming with tears. Instinctively he
halted, the old respect und reverence for
““captain’s lady'’ checking tho wild tor
rent of grief and anxicty, but shio caught
bim by the arm and led bim, wondering
and sobmissive, yet overwhelmed with
eroel dreed, into her ceol pud disrkened
parlor. Thore, with willl, implering
eyes, the old wan ball stretehoed ferth
two palsied howds, his forage cuap fall-
iup; unbeeded to tho foor, bls whole

| fromo shaking
| *Duon't give way, sorgoant, don't bo-
liove it!"" she eried, nnd at her  firsg
| words a leek us of horver enme into the
stricken old fuce, aud the hands clasped
| togethier in pitvcus appenl. " Listen o
what the captuin spyx  His letter has
just come, und Iwia saro when I osaw
yon thut some cue laul talil you the ro
mor, Captain Chatlion will tot Believes
aword of it Lo viis ot Lavamie cn
court martinl or it would not have hap-
pened. He Lns hworeiod boek to Bed
Cload to investigate, and he declares
that Frod shall bave Justiee dong him
I'll never belivve  it—uoever! Why, we

would trost bhior with anything we
owned. "
UI—I thunk the eaptaine I thunk

Mre, Charlton,"” he brokenly roplied,
“It's gtunned like 1 am Ho tiised
his hunds nod pressed theme apgaist his
ayes, nnd one of them was lowoered soil-
denly, feebly proping for suppore,  Shoe
peized  hig nrm and strove to el him
to asofe Yoo must st down, sor-
geant, " she snid.

“No, ma'am, no," he  protested,
straightening  himself with w vielent
effort. “Now, wny I hear what it s
they siy sgninst wmy hoy, ma'an? 1
want every  word,  Den't bo afraid,
ma'sw; [ ean beor i8"

Then, with infinite sympathy o
pity, she told him, coftoning overy die-
toll, snggest=ug an cxplioation forevery
cirenmetanen that pointod to hiv gmle,
and all tbe time the old wan stood
there, his eyes, filled with dumb un-
guish, fixed upon her foee, g Homls
olosped together ws though inentreaty,
his fingers  twitching  wervously, At
every now and danaging  dotail, eon-
done or explain it thouweh she would,
he shuddered as thongh ansdtten with o
gharp, paioful spusm, but wlen it eano
to Fred's midnight  disappoarance—
borse, arms ond all—in the heart of

the Indian country, stealing away from
Lin comrades in the shwdow of (disgraee
and erime, the old man grozned aloud
and boried his face tn his houds.  Some
time ho stood there, yeeling, yor rosist:
ing her efforts to drow Lhim to a st
Bhe pleaded withh him hurricdly, -
pulsively, yet he secmed not to hear,
At lust, with one Jong, vhivering sigh,
| e guddenly stendghtencd ap and Toeed

| her, His bands fell by los side,  Hi
oleared his throat aod stoove (o speak.
“You've beon good o me, ma’am—

| 80 good"'—nnd hoere he chicked, and for
| & moment coulil not go oun—"aud to wmy

bay''—nt last ho finished, withy dmpul
giverushof words, 1 kyow hiow they're
somelimes tempted, 1 konow how, wore
thau onee, the littlo fillow would Ix
led awny by the rowgehis i the troop,
juat to warry e, bat ho never hid o
thing from me, ma'om, wever, nod 0f
he's in tronble now  ho would  tell me
the whalo troth, even of 1t beolee ws
both down. I'I1 noe bolive ot till 1
gee him, ma'anm,  But 1 uose go—I
must go until L find my boy. "

Blinded with tears, Mrs
eoulil  hardly see the swaying,
bowed old soldier a8 he Jefo the house,
but Nelson was waiting elose at bl
and stopped forwand and took Las place
by the serpenut’s sid

1 don't know what the trouble {5,
he suid, bt ' going o5 far ns tho
headiguarters with you, and 48 there 1
anything an earth 1 e do to help you
do not fuil to tell me "

Thut might, with n week's farlowgh
and o letter from his post commundoer
to Muojor Edwards at Sulney, old Ser
geant Waller wos Jolting eastward 1o
the calouse of o freight tran

Chariton
grief

CHAPTER VIIL
LOY AL FRIENS,
It was on Fridoy woerning st day

Fhreak that the dosertion of Tramyeter
Waller was reported  to Lavutenant
Blont. It wos Fridoy wmight that tin
telegromms wore sent to Liorasoe sl
that Charlton's lotter 1oft by stap It
wan Saturday afternoon just befove ja

rade that tho mail was distribarod
Fort Sanders, nud that very evenbng
beforo Mujor Edwards bad received and
had timwe to read IS letter froom the
west, the sergeant bod  started on his
long and fatiguing Journey. A night
long in sleepless misery Lo sat 1w ooy

per of the cabonws, eeasionally riimg
nnd tromping vosteadily to gl Too At
Choeyenoo o delany of hall an hoor

carred, and he lefe the tradon and paced
resticssly up and down the platfonm
ander the fresghe sheds,  Ho dancd ot
go down to the Hghtod oflieest wld e

crowded parsenger station just by low

him. It seemicd s though every one
kvew of Frod's story by thas tieo. Hoe
eould seo the gleam of Tornge cap orma

ments nud the glint of wry bortons
among the people ot the dopaot wd Kuew
there were several officers and woldivrs
thers, Nover beforo bad ho known what
it wan to shrink fram fuciug nny min
on enrth, but tontght, thongh be almost
starved for forther nows from his Loy,

he could not bring himself to moet
them and aak.
Along toward morning, at  Pine

Bloffs, n bordsman got aboard, and
what be bad to sny was of startling in-
terest.  Hitherto the Indian war partics
had kept well to the north of the Platte,
““Bat," said he, *‘ever sinee Friday the
Bidoey road has beon swarmug with
them, both sides of the river, and thoy
are killing overything white they can
lay their handw on. "

"My God!'" thought Waller. "‘And
Wrad must be in the vary widst of them!

To be Continued,
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