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b SYNOPSIS.

an, Is ridin

by men on ponles

& CHAPTER I

The Scene of Tragedy.

" . Whatever might be the nature of

. the tragedy it would be over with long
before this, and those moving black

i spots away yonder to the west, that

.Be had discerned from the bluff, were
- undoubtedly the departing ralders.
There was nothing left for Kelth to
‘do except determine the fate of the
unfortunates, and give their bodies de-
cent burigl. That' any had escaped,
or yet llved, was altogether unlikely,
unless, perchance, women had been In
party, in which case they would

have besn borne away prisoners.
Confident that no hostiles would be
left behind to observe hizs movements,
Keith pressed steadily forward, lead-
ing his horee. He had thus traversed
fully half a mile before coming upon
any evidence of a fight—here the pur-
Buers had apparently come up with
the wagons, and circlpd out upon
either glde. Fyom their ponles’ tracks
there must have been a dozen in the
band. Perhaps a hundred yards furth-
er along lay two dead ponies. Kelth
examined them closely—both had
been ridden with saddles, the marks
of the cinches plainly visible. Evi-
dently one of the wagon mules had
also dropped in the traces here, and
had been dragged along by his mates.
Just beyond came a sudden depression
in the prairie down which the wagons
bhad plunged so heavily as to break
one of the axles; the wheel lay a few
yards away, and, somewhat to the
right, there lay the wreck of the wag-
on Itself, two dead mules still In the
traces, the wvehicle stripped of con-
tents and charred by fire. A hundred
feet further along was the other
wagon, its tongue brolién, the canvas
,top ripped open, while between the
two were scattered odds and ends of
wearing apparel and provislons, with
a plle of boxes smoking grimly. The
remaining mules were gone, and no
semblance of life remalned anywhere.
Kelith dropped his relns over his
horse’s head,
cocked and

tiously,

Death from violence had long since
become almost a commonplace oncur-
rence to Kelth, yet now he shrank for
an instant as his eyes perceived the
figure of & man lylng motlonless
acrosa the broken wagon tongue. The
grizeled bair and beard were streaked
with blood, the face almost unrecog-
nizeble, while the hands yet grasped

. & bent and shattered rifle. Evidently
the man had died fighting, heaten
down by overwhelming numbers after
expending hirs last shot. Then those
flends had scalped and laft him wheare
he fell. Fifty feet beyond., shot In
the back. lay a younger man, doubled
up In a heap, also gcalped and dead
, That was all. Keith scouted over a
wide circle, even scanning the stretch

¢ of gravel under the rivor bank. before

ready, advanced cau-

55 he could fully satisfy himself there
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. Weére no others In the party. It seem-

', ed Impossible that these two traveling

slone would bave ventured upon such
‘s trip In the face of known Indian
I:ootl.]jt:r. Yet they must have done
80, and once agaln his lips muttered:
“Of all the blame fools!"
Buddenly he halted, staring about
over the prairie, obsessed by n new
/ thought, an aroused suspicion. There
_had appeared merely the hoof-prints
“of the one horse slongside of the fles

?}; ing ‘wagons when they first turned

.1,.

4l out fram the trafl, and that horse had
::« been newly shod. But there were two
dlead ponles lying back yonder; nefth.
;»'#r shod, yet both had borne saddies
%m than this, they had been spur-
, the blood marks still plainly via-

, and one of them was branded:
., rmmborcd it now, a slar nnd ar-
‘row. What could all this portend?
“"Was It possible this attack was n
U InBian affair after all? Was the a[:
“figaring of bodles, the mcalping, mere-
" Iy dome to make it appear the act of
a? Driven to Investigation by

o thid suspiclon. Ho passed again over
trampled ground, marking this
every separalo Indentation, ev-
falptest {mprint of hoo! or foot.
“Thére was no Impression of a mogca
'#in efywhere: every mark remalning
L9 of bootéd fect. The Inference
' sufficlently plain—thia had beén
fgeod of white men, not of red; fou!

, and not Eavage war,

knowledge segmed to pear
braln with fire, and be sprang

.

?{' '

foel, hands clinched and eyes

He could have belleved this
, It was according to thalr
thoir method of warfare; but

pess of It the atrocity of

a8 perpotrated by men of bis
instantly arowsed within

| desire for vengeance, He
fa ran the fellows down, to
their 1deatity. Without
of parvonal danger he mn
‘ot thelr trall, which Jed 4k

ard, slong the Jine of

These sorved |0 ‘con

Jack Heith, & Virginian. now a bor-
plainem ng along the Bants

. on the lookout for réaming war

of savagea. He notices & camp

: t o distance end then sees a team
atlac

to a wagon and at full gallop

and, with Winchester
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the river bank, aiming for the ford,
and almost before be realized it Kefith
was himself at the water's edge where
the trail abruptly ended. “staring
vaguely ncross toward the opposite
shoré. Even as he stood thers, real-
izing the futility of further pursuit
amid the maze of sand dunes opposite,
the sharp reporis of two rifies reach-
ed him, spurts of smoke rose from the
farther bank, and a bullet chugged
into the ground at his feel, while an-
other sang shrilly overbead.

These shots, although nelther came
sufficiently near to be alarming, serv-
6d to send Kelth to cover. Cool-head-
ed and alert now, his first mad rage
diszipated, he scanned the opposite
bank caotiously, but could nowhere
discover any evidence of life. Little
by little be comprehended the situa-
tion, and decided upon his own ac-
tlon. The fugitives were aware of his
presence, and would pregent his
crossing the stream, yet they weve
not at all liable to return to this side
and thus reveal thelr identity. To
attempt any forther advance would be
madness, but bhe felt perfectly secure
from molestation so Yong as he re-
msalned quietly on the north shore.
Those shota were merely a warning
to keep back: the very fact that the
men firing kept concealed was proof
positive that they simply wished to be
left alone. They were not afrald of
what he knew wuow, only desirous of

L SRR
iy
hupsrmanens B
"'r*r..,--a
% iy -‘.' \
tion she could have held with the |
dead. Bomething wbout in.u - face
lu!lnllnlm.ohhon
fascination for him, gHp) "!ll  with
a strange feeling of f . touch-
ing some dim mamoryvifehhllqd
to respond. Surely be bad never seen

the original, for she was not owve to’
be easfly forgotten, and™ yet eyes'|
bair, expression, combined to remind
him of shme one whom he had sbén
but could not bring definitely to mind.
There were no names on the locket,
no marks of identification of any kind,
yot redlizing the sacredmess of It
Keith slipped the fragile gold chain
about his neck, and securely hid the
trinket beneath his shirt,

It was noon by this time, the sun
high overhead, his borse, with
dangling rein, still nibbling daintily
at the short grass. There was no rea-
san for his lingering longér. He swept
his gase the length and breadth of the
desolate, valley, and across the river
over the sand hilla. All plike appear-
ed deserted, not a moving thing belng
vigible between the bluffs and the
stream. Btill be had the unpleasant
fealing of being watched, and it made
bhim restless and eager to be away.
The earller gust of anger, the spirit
of revenge, had left him, but it bhad
merely changed inte a dogged resoclu-
tion to discover the perpetrators of
this outrage and bring them to justice
for the crime. The face in the locket
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A Bullet Chugged Into

not being seen. Confident as to this,
he retreated openly, without making
the slightest effort to cenceal his
movements, until he had regained the
gcene of murder. ln evidemce -of the
truth of his theory no further shota
were fired, and although he watched
that opposite sand bank carefully, not
the slightest movement revealed the
presence of others. That every mo
tlon he made was being observed by
keen eyes he had no doubt, but this
knowledge d4ld not disconeert him,
now that he felt convinced fear of re-
vealment would keep hia watchers at
n safe distance., Whoever they might
be théy were evidently more anxious
to escape discovery than he was fear
ful of attark, and possessed no desire
to take hiz life, unleas {t became
necessary to prevent recognition.
They still had every reason to belleve
thelr attack on the wagons would be
credited to hostile Indians, and would
conslder It far eafer to remain con-
cealed, nnd thus arbor this supposi-
tion. They could not suspect that
Keith had already stombled upon the
truth, and - was determined to verify
it

Secure in this conception of-the sit-

Ex

the Ground at His Feet.

seemed to ask It of hla, and Lls na-
ture urged response. But he could
bope to accomplish nothing more
here, and the plaineman swung him-
self into the saddle. He turned his
bhorse’'s head eastward, and rode
away. From the deeply rutted trail
he looked back to wher

slience.
CHAPTER 11
An’Arrest

The Santa Fe trall was far too ex-
posed to be safely traveled alone and
in broad daylight, but Keith consid-
ered It better to put syufficlent space
between himself and those whom he
felt confident were atill watching his
movements (rom across the river,
How much they might rlready suspl-
clon his discoveries he possessed no
means of knowing, yet. consclous of
tLelr own guilt, they might easily feel.
safer If he were aldo put out of the
way. lle had mo anticipation of open |

the fire mtlll |
smoked in the mldst of that desolats |

Stumblat npon must have had s cause

other £8gn blind chance,
¢ulmipation of a plot, with some rea-
son: blind more Important than ordi:

naryrobbery. Apparently the wagons |

contsined nothing of value, merely the
clothing, provisions, and ordinary
utefslls of an emigrant party. Nor
had the victims' pockets beenl care
fully searehed. - Omnly the mules’ had
been taken by the raiders. and they
would be small booty for mueh a
crimo.
(TO BB CONTINUED.)

LIVE IN COMPLETE ISOLATION

Outside World Practicslly Unknown to
the Dweliers In the Land
of Moab.

Most travelers who visit the Holy
Land content themselves with a visit
to that restricted part west of Jopdan.
The mountainous regions of Moab, as
seen by them from Jerusalem, are lost
In the purple haze that constantly
bhangs over them, and the great
stretches beyond are covered in mys-
tery. This is true partly because of
the fewer historical incidents connect-
ed with the eastern reglons, hut mealn.
Iy on mccount of the great abyss of
the Jordan valley that has always act-
od a8 & barrler. Few who descend into
the valley, 1,300 feet below sea level,
undertake to climb the hills beyond,
which rise to a height of 3,000 feet

The most striking thing about Moab
has always been Its {solation, How-
ever much connected by race and vi-
cinity with their western ¥insmen, the
dwellera in Eastern Palestine have al-
ways been distinct and thelr lands
have never been occupied by the na-
tions on the west except through acts
of aggreaslon and conquest.

Even today this isolation 1a atill felt.
In glving an idea of their knowledge of
present day geography, one of them re-
marked: “There are only four seas In
the world, two.of which are the Dead
sea and the Sea of Qalilee.” Tioth of
these are In slght of thelr own hills.—
Christlan Herald.

Aeroplane (s Simple.

The working parts of the modera
fiying machipe are infinitely fewer In
number than those of the automoblle,
the motor boat, the rallroad locomo-
tive or the steamship. Far more com-
plex 1s the operation of a high-powered
motor car than that of a high-powered
seroplane. Far more dellcately ad-
justed are”the thousands of partas of
the steam or electric locomotive than
the mechanism of the fiylng machine
It 1s this very simplicity of copstruce
tlon and operation that has enabled
the seroplane to outdo In couxtinuous
motlon every other known form of
conveyinze, etcept steamers, molor
boats eand ealling ships, and these
last nemed are able to malntaln their
motlon only because of thelr hoge
driving mechanism, out of all propor
ton to the bulk that ls propelled.

Forgotten Foods.

It 18 well to remember that man)
plants which once were used as veg
etables have been allowed to drop oul
of our bllls of fare. Our forefathera
for Instapce, sometimes dined off elder
top and burdock root, and the earl)
ehoots of the hop were considered 2
great delicacy and were cooked and
eaten hs asparagus. Walter Jerrold
In his "Highways and Byways &
i{ent, recalls a time when Kentisk
children could “tell of many pleasan!
hours spent among Lbe hedges Iy
search of the wild bop top and o
the wholesome suppers made upon the
well earped treasure ero they loarned
to think their food the botter for be
Ing rare and costly.

A Narrow Escape.

"l was once urging a bachslor'
says George Ade, “to remaln at te
club for a game of cards; but he in
slated that he must call upon a lady
triend. | finally sald:

“Dop’'t you know It ls dangerom
for a man to call upon a lady after M
has been drinking?™

““Chat's so,” sald pry bachelor friend
ns he took off his Bat dnd topcoat
‘Many & man has hecome emgaged it
be married in such cifeumstances,’ *

—-'nu Bunday m
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It was the |

All dem roses gwine ter fade—
Honey, don’ yo' sigh;
Cwine ter be mo’ roses made

Fo' yo', by en bye;

Gwine ter be mo roses grow—
Don' yo' worry chile,

‘Bout dem tho'na dat hu't you' so
HRoses—alteh while

Weo des bleaged ter hab some night, |

Eho' es yo' Is bo'n,

Afteh while hit gwine be light—
Flnes kin' of" mo'n

Dahkes clouds dnl eveh was,
Hangin' roun' dis chile:

Don’ yo' worry nonm hercuz—
Sunshine—aftels while,

All dem teahs dat come terday
Hua dey puppnse too.

Afteh while dey gwine srway—
Hits de ‘way dey do.

Teahs—dey wash erway yo' woe—
Daon® so° worry chile—

Boon dey sunshine on de snow—
Alteh while a smlle.

Another Opportunity.

A Certaln Man, baving read some-
where that Opportunity knocks ounly
once at each one's Door, concluded to
Sit up all Nlght for lear he would
Mliss the call. So, while he was Sit-
ting near his Door there came a heavy
Knock thereon. ‘

When he opened the Door a Strang-
er geized him and Beat him all up and
Took his Money and Garments and
Chided him for being so Easy.

“But,” sald the Man, thinking to ex-
cuse himself, "I thought it was Op-
portunity who knocked.”

“So It was,” responded the Other,
“but It was my Opportunity.”

Moral: It la Better to Carry yow
Jpportunity with you.

Not the Real Thing.

“No," sald Mr. Meddergrass, “the
Consolldated, Combined, Colossal Me-
gatherium and Mastodonlc Monarchs
of the Minstrel World didn't do wall
In our town. They dldn’t tell a single
joke that any of us could remember,
and we dido't get the funoy points
flggered out untll two weeks after they
had left town., which was, of course,

and consequently, too late for ap
plause. Give us a joke we racn'nl:el
as  such from uld acqualntanoce, an’
we'll do our parts as an sudience; 80 |
to speak, I8 first before |ndulgin' in
the proper amount o' laughture.”

Fatally Natural.

“You call yoursel! n German dlalect
comedian?”

The manager of the comle opera
company suevred go forcibly that the
wings shook.

“Cnll yourself a German dlalect
comedian?' be repenind  “Why, | can
understand every word you say during
your turn”

Realzing &t last that his education
bad been & curse to him, the miser
able asplrant [or dramatlc honors
glunk out of the theater.

Valn Person.
“We had a blg srgument at our lit-

erary =lub thls afternoon,” sald Mrs.
Tige. »

“That 807" asked Mr. Tigg. “Some-
body bhuve a new hat?”

“No, ipdeed. It wma that proud

Mra. Readem. She claimed that she
could understand Henry James. Sald
she bad found the key to his stories,
and that it was to read them back
wards.”

What Bhe Would Have.

“For Instance, Johnule,” sald the
teacher Lo the bright boy of the arith-
metie class, “suppose your father had
s hundred dollars and gave your moth-
er fifty, and then borrowed ten frowm
her, what would she have?"

“fhe’'d have a sore hand.”

“What do you meant"

“Me'd bave 10 cut the money loose
from ber fingers.”

Bays Mr. llmu.
"I.An'lmll dream,” wmald Mr.

1o the yaung people, “is
n my. or sarcastically,
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W/ AKE UP!
Shake off that
feeling due to

sluggish liver, kidneys,

stomach and bowels.
Cleanse and purify
your system with the

greatest of tonics,

He—When we are married we will |

Hve on bread and klsses, won't we, |

darling*

She—0Oh! 1 don't llke bread.

Came Easy.

Representative Jemes. T Lloyd of
Missouri was discussing the presl
dent's bellef that the extra seselon of
congress would not trv to revise the
whole tariff law

“He had shout oa poeh (o zo on”
sald Lloyd, “ae the man who ap
proached s« banker with a reques! to |
lend him money on a ooty He want-
ed five hundred dollars

“*Can vou get an Indorser? asked
the banker

“Sure,” replled the prospective bor-
rower, mentioning the Indorser's
name

*‘But has he got any money”

“‘Lots of 1t answered the other
‘He wins It at poker'"—The Cunday
Magazine,

Apicultural,

Mother—Yes, Johony, the gqueen bee
Is boss.

Johnny—How about the presidental

hee?

'BETTER FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN THAN CASTOR O1L,

OXIDINE

—a bottle proves.

| The Specific for Malaria, Chills snd
Feves, and a reliahle remedy lor
all duenses due to dsordens of
Lver, bowels, stomach
and kidneys.
50c. At Your Druggists

THE UEEREXS DRUE 00,,
Waco, Tezan,

IF YOU HAVE
| Malarta or Plles, Sick Headache, Costive
Bowels. Dumb Ague. Sour Stomach and

Belching; If your food docs not assimilate and
you have Do appetite,

Tult’s Pills

will cure thess troubles. Price. 25 cents.
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SALTS,OR FILLS,AS IT SWEETENS AND CLEANSES THE SYSTEM MORE EFFICIENTLY AND
15 FAR MORE PLEASANT TO TAKE

IS THE IDEAL FAMILY LAXATIVE, AS
IT GIVES SATISFACTION TO ALL, IS

EFFECTS

SmUPofFIGsanaEHXf

ALWAYS BENEFICIAL IN TS
AND PERFECTLY SAFE AT ALL

AR TN
CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP CO.

in the Circle

onevery Pachage of the Genuine.

-

ALL RELIADLE DRUGCISTS SELL THE ORIGINAL AND
CENUINE WHEN CALLED FOR, ALTHOUGH THEY COULD
MAKE A LARGER PROFIT BY SELLING INFERIOR PREPARA.
TIONS, YET THEY PREFER TO SELL THE GENUINE, BECAUSE
IT IS RIGHT TO DO 50 AND FOR THE COOD OF THEIR
WHEN IN NEED OF MEDICINES, SUCH

CUSTOMERS,
DRUGCCISTS ARE THE ONES TO DEAL WITH,

LIFE OR HEALTH MAY AT SOME TIME DEPEND UPON

THEIR SKILL AND RELIABILITY
WHEN BUYING

Note the Fufl Name of tiie Gompanup :
‘CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP CO. 3

FPRINTED STRAIGHT ACROSS,NEAR THE BOTTOM, AND IN

THE CIRCLE,NEAR THE TOPF OF EVERY PACKAGE,OF THE

FOR SALE BY ALL LEADING
DRUGGISTS.  REGULAR PRICE 50¢ PER BOTTLE,

SYRUP OF FICS AND ELD(GR OF SENNA

GENUINE. ONE SIZE ONLY,

TIMES.

AS YOUR

IS THE ONLY PERFECT FAMILY LAXATIVE

BECAUSE IT 1S THE ONE REMEDY WHICH ACTS IN A NATURAL, STRENGTHENING WAY
AND CLEANSES THE SYSTEM, WITHOUT UNPLEASANT AFTEREFFECTS AND WITHOUT
IRRITATING, DEBIITATING OR GRIFING, AND THEREFORE DOES NOT INTERFERE IN ANY
WAY WITH BUSINESS OR PLEASURE. IT I3 RECOMMENDED BY MILLIONS OF WELL-
INFORMED FAMILIES, WHO KNOW OF ITS VALUE FROM PERSONAL USE. TO GET M3
BENEFICIAL EFFECTS ALWAYS BUY THE CENUINE, MANUFACTURED BY THE

CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP CO.
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Don’t Trifle
With It!

Don’t drug yoursoﬂ for ifis that are but

symptoms of

| run down sycums. Bon’tpa«rh up—

poor blood, and

Rebuild Your Health with

MI

lotte C.H., Vo

ville, Va.
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LAM

A Goauine Reconstructive Tonle & Blood Remevater

“After ond and a half bottlesof Milam 1 ha\;gﬂaed 84 Iba. "—
T. B. Stalnaker, Charleston, W.Va. “I

Milim more then 3 or 4 days when 1 saw & decided improve-
ment in appetite and digestion.””—Rev. R. L. McNair, Char-
“Milam is a grand medicine.
only & few bottles but I fee) stron Fund better, more active and
able to stand up ander my work.’

not taken the

I laau taken
'—Rev. H D, Guerrant, Dan-

“1 took five bortles of Milam and gained 10 [be""—

“Am finlshing mly 6th'bottle of
. H Wik
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