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iooklenburg Declaration of
Independence.

A correspondent of the New York
Sun from Washington City pro-

nees the Mecklenburg Decluria-
tion of Independence a ecanunl,
and reproduces the letters of
édams and Jefferson written over
sixty years ago in reference to this
sf;l;ieet-. OF conrse it is rank frea-
son for a North Curolina paper to
acquiese in such a view, but the
JOURNAL has faken a similar posi-
ﬂj)n hevetofore, amd ns a matter of
cariosity we publish  the Adams
J_éﬂ'emoll letters.

‘We are satisfied that there was a
(lecal) Mecklenbnrg Declaration of
Indepondence on May 20 1875, bat
it was not a State matter and the
State of North Carolina deserves no
pprtiteulm- credit for it. The fol
lowing extract from the Sua will he
interesting:

To ™ar Eprror or Tur Sux—
Sir: On the 20th of May lust the
hundred and seventh anniversary
of the so-called Mecklenburg Dee-
laration of Independence of 1775
was celebrated at Charlotte N, €,
attended by several distingnished
gentlemen, including at least one
Senator  from another State. |
undertake now to prove that lhe
aforesaid Declaration of iudepen-
dence is a clumsy canavd,  [ts first
publication was in the year 1818, as
will appear from the following cor-
respondence:

JOHN ADAMS TO THOMAS

FERBON.

Joint letter from Caswell, Hughes,

jnring all political conneetion with

QuINCY, June 22, 151.
May I enclose you oneof the
reatest curiosities and one of the
tleepest mysteries that ever oe-
curred to me! It is entitled the
“Raleigh Register Declaration of
Independence.” How is it possible
that this paper should have begn
concealed from me to this day!?
Had it been communicated fo me
in the time of it, I know, if you do
not know, that it wonld have been
printed in every Whig newspaper
npon this continent. You know
that if I had possessed it I wonld
have made the hall of Congress
echo and re-echo with it fifteen
months before your Declaration of
Independence. What a poor, ig-
norant, malicious, short-sighted,
erapulons mass is Tom Paine's
“Common Sense,” in comparison
with this paper! Had I known it,
I would have commented upon it
from the day you entered Congress
till the Fourth of July, 1776. The
genuine sense of America af that
moment was never so well ex-
pressed, norsince, Richard Cas-
well, William Hooper, and Joseph
Hewes, the then Representatives of
North Carolina in Congress, yon
knew as well as I, and you Kknow
that the unanimity of the States
gntlly trl[apemled .{m the \‘tl:t-a of
03¢ ewes, and was finally de-
kemﬂ!ad by him. And yet history
i8 to aseribe the Revolation to
Thomas Paine! Sat verbum sapi-
enti,
THOMAS JEFFERSON
ADAMS,
MONTICELLO, July 9, 1819,
* Iam in debt to youn for your let-
ters of May the 2Ist, 27th, and
~June, the 224. But what has at.
racted my peenliar nolice is the
' Arom Mecklenburg Connty of
rth. Carolina, publi in the
Ewser Register, which you were so
a8 to enclose in your last of
€ 22, And yon seem to think
genuine, 1 believe it spurious.
em it to be a very unjustifiable
(that of the wvoleano, so

TO JOHN

orth Carolina some

ago, in that part
swhaps in that
Rara: Gir 1
Iy taken

ly velated to us as having |

= -y
B ol —— * Y ——

aped Ritehie o enlls

good from every paper, us the bee
from every vy and the Nation-
al Intelligeacer, too, which is edited
by @ North Oavoliniuw, and thal {he
fire should blaze out all at ouce in
Essex [Mass.], 1,000 miles from
where the spack is sail to have fal-
len,  But it veally taken from the
Raleigh Register, who is the narva-
tor; and is the name sobseribed
real, or i5 it as fleticions as  the
name itsell’? It appeals; too, (o
Mr. Alexander, who is dead, to a

f

and Hooper, all dead, to a copy
sent to the dead Caswell, and
another sent to Dr. Williamson,
now probably dead, whose memory
did not recolleet, in the history he
has written of North Cavoling, this
gigantie step of it county of Meck:
lenburg,  Horry, too, is silent in
his history of [Gen. | Marion, whose
scene of action was the eountry
bordering on Mecklenburg, Lam-
say, Minshall, Jones, Givardin,
Wirt, historians ol the adjacent
States, all silent.  When My, [Pl
rick] Henry s vesolutions, far short
of independence [Maveh, 1775],
flew like lightning through every
paper, amd kindled hoth sides ol
the Atlantic, this ming dechai-
tion of the same date, of the fnde
pendence of Mecklenburg County,
of North Caroling, absolving it
o British ollegianee, and ab

that nation, althongzh sent to Con
aress, too, is never heavd o, 1105
not Known even o twelvemonth  al
ter, when a similar proposition
first, made in that body,  Avined
with this bold example, wonlil not|
voir - have  addreessed  onr timiil
Brethren in peals of thander, on
theiv  tovdy fears ! Would it
every udvoeate ol imlependence
lave rnng the glovies of Mecklen
g Cennty, in Novth Uaroling, in
the enes of the donbting Dickinson
aned others, who g so heavily on
s L Yal the example of Mecklen
birg  Connty, in Noveth Caroling,
was never onee gioterl,  The pa
per ~]u':||.-., booe of the  continmed
exertions of their delegation, as
well, Hooper, Haghes I]Il‘ht'l‘\:. i
the ennse of liberty and independ '[
ence”  Now; vou o remember
well as 1 do that we D not i grveal
er Tory in Congress than Hooper;
that Hlughes was  very wavering,
sowetimes fivm, sometimes b,
aeeording us the day was elear o
eloudys that Caswell imdesd, was a
wood Wi, and kept these gentle
men fo the notel while  lie
present; hub that he lelt ns so
and their line ol conduet heeann

I=s

=

|
|

was|

then nneertain notil Ponn eane,
Who fixed Hughes and b vote ol
that Stade. T mmst nob be ander

stoodd as sugeesting any doubtiul
ness in the State of Noveth Cavalina,
NoState was more fixedd o top
ward,  Nov do 1 aflivnn positively |
that this paper is o fabrieation be- |
canse the proof of o negative can
oitly be presumptive,  Bat 1 shall
believe it sueh undil positive ol
solemn prool of its anthenticity
shall be  produced. And il the|
e oF Meluitt be voal, and nota |
part of the fabrication, it needs
vindiention by the prodoction ol
such proof.  For the present st
e nbieliever in the apocey phal |

‘wospel.

The st correspondent adds the
fplfowing : !
The Mecklenburg vesolutions pin-
port fo liave been signed by Alwa-
ham Alexander, Chairinans John
MeKnitt  Alexander,  Secretory,
Ephraim Brevard, and I\\'i'lill\-hrhl"
others. Jeflerson inhis lettermen-
tions only MeKuitt (sic); has not

Alexander been addded sinee !

But it may be asked, s there not
apossible basis ol fact for these
seemingly apoeryphal procecdings
at Mecklenburg?  Yes, and it is|
doubtful whether either Jeflerson
or Adams was aware of what ae-
tually oceurred at Charlotte, N. C.,
about that time, On the S1st of
May, 1775, a county committee met |
and passed a preamble and twenty |
resolutions ol o revolutionary char-
acter, but containing no language
paralleling with the Declaration of
Independence, ‘These resolutions
were signed by “Epl. Brevanmd,
Clerk of the Committee,” and were
printed inthe South Corolina (fazette
of June, 1775, On the 206h of June
Gov. Martin teansmittel a eopy to
the Secretary of State at  London,
suying:

The minutes of a couneil held af
this place the other day will make
the impotence of Govermuent here
as apparent to your lovdslip as any-
thing I can set beforeyon, * * ¢
The resolves of the Commitiee of
Mecklenburg, which your lordship
will find in the enelosed newspaper,
surpass all the horrid and treason-
able publications that the inflamme-
tory spirits of the continent have
yet produced. * * * A copy of
these resolves was sent offy 1 am
informed, by express to the Con-
gress ot Philadelphia as soon oy
they were passed in the commitiee,

This letter was procuvved from
London by the Hon. Geo, Banerolt,
and fuenished for Wheeler's s
tory of North Cavolida™ (1851).
As early as 1542 Wheeler lad o,
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E. H. Windley,

Trdly ediviom,

The ehiel work of the Bchool is done

by the Senior Peineipal and his two sons,

iy
The less iportant work s given fo as-
sistant  instrictors, who are  #elected

with especial reference fo their peeuline
fitness Tor the diuties assivned thew | sl
the vuwmber of students will not be in-
crensed beyond the capacity of the Prin-
vipads to take personal charge of all the

vlnsses dnthe leadine brmnclies taneht, DISTILLERS AGENT
ad to supervise all the work of (he
Sehoal, —FOR—

The Sehool Lins been under its present
maunzemoent oy more than Thivty
Yoeurs, and in this sense, it i, we he-
ieve, the oldest school in tho South.

As severnl ol the Cadets will leave luy
College, there will be room next Session
tor about twenty new students,

For Catalovue apply 1o the Peineipals,

Jo I & J C HORNER.

~ Pure Rye and Corn
WHISKEY,
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DA.VIS HIGH SCHOOL,-jVINEs .AND GI&ABB

With a Military Department :
LA GRANGE, LENOIR COUNTY, N. (!,

ST

und Washing for session of five months

In Great Vaviety,
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i
| FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC

ADVANTAGES:
Five experireced teachers, Healthy| , U I D ]'|} R
location. Barracks for cadets. High | : : £ -
[ In Bhis. 12 Bbls, and Kegs,

course of study.
‘ Pure I'rench Brandy
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perney Bas i claim agatind il 1ER e T Jaes
Hlent Ll Dog paganent on or bifors Fie feee day

Guarantee Highest Market prices,
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No Goods Quoted Unless ¢ Hand

Have alsa an hand o e supply of
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THE OLD RELIABLE
BERGNER & ENGEL BOTTLED BEER

Leall the ativntion of my feivnd
Lo e ot thint 1 am offerine

BEER as PURE and FRESH

ns enn e
Sintes

il ady

ol amywhess G the Tiolied

Pl wWhere i I8 bpowied

Vil
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Exeept in

L ins e been hnnndieg for o ling tine Bergnoer

1 & l-inm-l'ﬁ Celebrated Hottied Beer nod

ehvim fordiy e it is

Equal and Better

thite any other Botted Beor sold fn New Deinw
waed paljoluing rtowns, This beer s bromght 1o
Eliznboeth ity Paekod in Teo and tien Bottlod

teppenture and baving PR (L Y
Dbattling.
The'elalin mode fuy Bergiee & Fagel's bodthnd
bewrr B Wlatt A0 b bt ter to Bt e the BEER KFEPT
FRESH sud COOL up to the

MOMEXNT OF BOTTLING,
thivn to det TE get wirm, e B6neeeas ety masl do
comuing frim Nerfolk o leterels, then cool i aenin
by botiling,

1 respectfully solicit a tria) feom merchnn s snd
deebrrs, nd will give thom Diebost Beeron ihe
Market sl s Choap us the Cheapest,

Patron s on the line of the Bailrond may rely on
petting beer from me fresh avsdl thmes, ppd nt
the very Jowest prives  Freights will slso by wt
lowest rates,  Armtngements will be mnde with
Raidvoouds to got feedigh b redueed,

To our fodiuey palrons we-retbir thanks for
paat Tavors, ol ean ganrantes o them Mot we

done in the past, striving aladl thines to give gat-
isfnetivn.

84~ Hewmmbier that we naver make nny clinrgn
for dpnyaie, Yery respectinily,

“REMEMBER"
THAT HANCOCK'S CHILL PILLS

warrnuteld o oure every Kiod of chills,
motto ix, Noenve, nopay. Try e
cents pot Wx, Maohfueraeed sid sold by

HANCOUK BROS., Druggists,
New Berpe, N. .
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CORN-AND MEAL IN CAR LOAD LOTS,

and Menl molicited.

. Prompt Shipment Guaranteed. I

Choice Timothy Hay

Purehueers will do well to eall at

Union Peint Steam Flouring Mills, South Front Street,
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Wholesale House

IN THE CITY,
Keeps always in Stock luge duantities PORK, LONG
CLFALS, FLOUR, SUGAR, COFFEE, SYRUP,

H:l“, t“t'.
re stock of
¢ 0,

) CORRIR,

CRACKERS and CAKES in great variety. A large Stock of
NOTIONSN AND HOSIIZIZY.,

Wholesale buyers will find a large STOCK at lowest prices.
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i-‘lur New Yory, l!ullimnu'. Nor-
ln]l(,.l‘.uhi-ull. Elizabeth City,
Philadelphia, Providene

&,
and other Cities,

ON AND AFPER-

Friday, June 28rd, 1882
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WiE Jeave, upon nrrival of teadn o Norfolk st
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fur New Rerne vin Nags Head: Returning
| besves Now Berpe, for Eligabeth ©Hy s Nnys

1l ey :
| Tuesday and Fridny
Tad g ., making elosy connoetion with Norfolk
Al Elizabeih Cioy B 1. for Northern eiting, Close
cotmochion mude S8 Rew Berfie wilh  steamsr
for Kihston, Polloks i, Teenion and all lani-
hags on the Neuse and Teent Rivers,
Froight veckivod daily i g om, forwarded
jirromptly s lowest rotes gunranteod Lodesting
| Mo Fave to Ellabeth Oy wid setign, . To
E Nags Hend and retiry, 86 To Wits b bog touy; #d.
. B. ROBERTS, Ag*, New Berne,
CULeermen & Tousgn, !
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OREGOX AND WASHINGTON,

Every one of our renders shonle

N. 8. Riehardson,
PRAOTICAL
Opposite Post Office,
NEW RERNE, N, C.
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