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thicket of mangroves is & matted
mass of trunks and limbs and roots.

On these limbs and trunks and
roots, deep down under the surface
of the water, cling bunches and
single oysters, and thus are formed
the oyster groves I had heard of.
The leaves of these trees are of a
beantiful dark green, and the
swamp islands from a distance look
like fairy bowers.

We poled our dory around to the
sonth of the island, but could not
gef very near, a8 wo were seraping
bottom all the time. We passed
over numerous oyster beds- while
doing so, and with an ordinary rake
which had been provided we hauled
aboard a lot of the oysters. They
were small and flat, and the shell
looked more like & flat clam than
an oyster. But the inside tasted all
right, and our boatman swallowed
that down with a relish. I did not
care much for them myself, except
as curiosities, for the mud that
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stuck to them did not smell appetiz-

_|iog. BIliff tarned his nose up and

wounld not touch them. I was anpx-
ious to get some of the specimens
growing on the green limbs, with
leaves attached, bnt we eould not
get near enongh to the trees for onr
cutter-canoe drew no less than three
feet. Oor boatman would mot go
overboard after them, ss he said
sharks were two plentifal, so after
spending an hour or two pottering
around, we pulled up stakes and
passed to the sonth of the town and
around a point called Tela’s Folly.
Here we passed over more oyater
beds, and in approaching the shore
found good hard bottom. There
were some mangrove trees in the
water, isolated from those on the
banks, and by taking in all sail and
by working around with a push-pole,
we managed to get near them.
With catlass in hand our boatman
'abr!pﬂed and jumped overboard, and
in & little while he brought na some
fair specimens of limbs with oysters
attached, but he had h re-
tarned on- board when two shark
fins were seen cutting the water
over the spot where he had been
chopping.—Forest and Stream.
et e
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