*

Colder tonight; fresh winds.

tomorrow, 6:88 a. m.

Bunset today, 7:68 p. m.; sunrise

SEVENTIETH YEAR

Lower Prices

On Meat Seen

‘OPA Hints In Ceiling Suspen-
sion Order That Decline
Is Probable

'CEILING ON HORSE MEAT

OPA hinted strongly It will order
lower retall prices for meat In suspend-
ing today for a month new dollar-and-
cents ceilings on beef, veal, lamb and
mutton, originally scheduled to become
effective tomorow, Friday.

In accompanying actions, the agency
clampep cellings on horse meal and
approved corn transportation subsidies
intended to hold down prices of dairy
and ponltry products and encourage
increased production of them In areas
where feed Is short.

The dollar-and-cents cellings on
beef, veal, lamb and mutton were su-
spended untll May 17, Price Admini-
strator Prestlss Brown explained, to
permit “a full re-examination of tha
cellings to insure they are In accord
with the directive (from President
Roosevelt) requiring a tight holding
of the line on cost of lving Items.”

It was learned from other sources
that Brown had recelved many com-
plaints that the cellings would ma-
terially Increase retall meat prices,
particularly in chain stores.

5
1

a revised order

ferential of one to three cents per
pound on meats, between chain and
stores.

When first anmounced, the order was
described by OPA officials as effecting
& material reduction, on the average,
in existing retall meat prices. Today,
officials, unwilling to be quoted by
name, sald it appeared the reductlon
was more theoretical thana real. They
explained it reduced cellings of small
stores which were not selling much
meat but apparently did not mean
lower ‘on:most of the meat aec-
tually being sold.

The original system required each
store to base its individual um
prices on meat on the basis of the
highest prices charged in March 1943,
Prineipal purpose of the new regulation
was to standardise prices.

The suspension order was the most
striking action taken to date by the
OPA in following up President Roose-
velt's order to “hold the line" agalnst
increases In the cost of lving, and his
slmultaneous directive to cut prices
wherever possible,

Other major actions thus far includs
the establishment of maximum prices
on horse meat and fresh tuna fish, and

~ the corn subsidy order. The latter 5 n

follow up to OPA’s action last night
increasing the mid-Western price of
No. 2 yellow corn by five cents &
bushel. 8o that this increase will not
mean higher prices in areas which
must import feed, OPA will subsidize
transportation costs to keep prices in
such areas at present levels,
Numerous other actions have been
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Cotton, short, v .. .. .. .. 2Ye
Cotton, long, b .. .. .. .. .. 81%¢
Cotton Seed, busual ., .. .. TO%e
Eggs, dozen .. .. .. .. .. -+ +s 33
Hens, pound .. .. .. ..3c to 3Tc
Comn, bushel .. .. .. .. .. .. $1.25
Wheat, bushel .. $1.60

LOCAL YOUTH LEARNS
ARMY WORKS QUICKLY

Archie . Moore, Now Recelving Traln-
Ing At Engineer Officers’ Bchool

Archle D. Moore, aged nilneteen, o
Monroe high school graduate of 1041,
was convinced today that this rapidly
expanding American Army makes up
its mind in a hwry.

Visiting the Charlotte Area office of
the Army Corps of Engineers, where
he was employed until & few days Rgo,
he reported today that he was or-
dered to an Engineer officers' tralning

tirely through the Induction process
at Camp Croft, near Bpartanburg.

This youth, son of Mr, and Mis.
Roy Moore, of Monroe, has been an
employee of the Corps of Engineers
offices at Camp Sution, at Monroe,
Camp Butner, at Durham, and st
Charlotte, having entered that civillan
service Immediately after graduation
from high school Bevernl days
ago he decided, since his draft num-
ber likely soon will come up at nis
Monroe Selective Bervice board, that
he would volunteer in response to the
Corps of Engineers call for 9,000 men
& month for replacement tralning pre-
liminary to being sent into assured
overseas service, He went to Camp
Croft along with T4 draftees, and got
sent out of these immediately, armed
with orders sending him to an officers
training school

His orders require him to report to
Fort Bragg, and the Engineer Officer
there was ordered to forward him im-
melately to the proper training center,

The headquarters of Captain Robert
F. Ruffner, the area C. of E. officer,
sald Tuesdny that a number of men
in this sectlon of the Carolinas are
volunteering for the Corps of Engl-
neers. This number 15 expected to in-
crease steadlly, because the rapld de-
cline in military construction 1s re-
leasing hundreds of skilled men who
may now experience difficulty in using
thelr skills except with the Army En-

orees. .
Captain Ruffner cited the case of
this Monroe youth as showing em-

phatically the excellent opportunity
men from the construction industiry
have to obtain

officers’ ocommissions
in & minimum of time by volunteering
Engineers

during this recruiting
volunteers here are required to appear
before Captain Ruffner for a personal
interview preliminary to enlistment,
it was explained.
Usually, these volunteers will be
given twelve weeks of baslc training
but all of them will be privileged (o
apply for commissioned officer train-

m\I’Vantzr, Advance
‘Pay For Boys

Army And Navy Request Leg-
islation To Permit Pay-
ments Ahead

e

REYNOLDS BACKS BILL

The War department, with the ap-
proval of the Navy department, has
asked enactment of legislation to per-
mit personnel ordered overseas o be
paid in advance up to three months
of their pay.

A bill proposed by the two depart-
ments would also permit payment of
per diems for as much as a year in ad-
vance,

If the bill Is enacted, “the War de-
partment proposes to authorize tne
in advance of pay rolls al-
ready prepared when the embarkation
occurs prior to the end of the month”
the Secretary of War stated In a letter
“In addition,” he sald,

D
e

school even before he had been en-!

$65,000 Club House To Be

Formally Opened With
Elaborate Ceremony

NOTABLES WILL ATTEND

The formal opening and dedlcation
exercises of the new $65,000 USO bulld-
Ing at 502 North Main street in Mon-
roe will be held S8aturday afternoon

at 3 o'clock with many notables from
military and civilian life attending
the exercises. A thousand invitations
have been sent for the opening and
one of the largest crowds to ever at-
tend a similar ceremony in Monroe,
is expected to be present for the oc-
casion.

Following the dedication an informal
reception will be held from 4:30 to 6:30
o'clock when Interested visitors will be
given the* opportunity to inspect the
bullding and Its facilitles, which !s
sald to be one of the most modem In
the southeast.

From B8:30 to 11:30 P. M. there will
be a formal dance for enlisted men in
the auditorium, with music furnished
by the 386th Engineers Royal Castleers,
Corporal Roxle Reefe wil lentertaln at
the dance with Mis $1200 accordion.
The Monroe Military Malds, Victory
Belles and Junlor Hadahhah of Char-
lotte will supply the dance pariners
for the enlisted men. One hundred-
fifty to two hundred girls have been
invited.

The patrons and patronesses for the
dance are: Col. and Mrs. W. R. Wheel-
er, Col. and Mrs. Warner Gates, Lt
Col. and Mrs, Arthur T. Smith, Major
H. A, Usher, Mr. and Mrs. Moke Wil-
lUams, Mr.-and Mrs. J. 8, Stearns, Mr.
and Mrs. BEdwin Niven, Mr. and Mrs.
Amos Stack, Vann Becrest.

The dedication program will be as
follows, with Rev. Joseph H. Armbrust,
chairman of the Monroe Defense Rec~
reation Committee presiding:
Invocation—Rey. Frederick Drane.
Star Spangled Banner— Monroe high
school band, Prof. R. W. House, direc-
tor

Balute to the Flag—Boy Scouts. W.
0. Austin, Leader.

Greetings—Mayor V. D. Sikes of
Monroe.

Music—High 8chool Band.

Introductions—Chairman.

Old ‘Testament Reading—Rabbl
Philip Frankel.

Remarks—Col. W. R. Wheeler, Com-~
manding Officer of Camp Sutton, and

Col. Warner Gates, Commanding Offi-
cer of Morrls Field, Charlotte.
Music—Massed Cholrs; Mrs. Zeb
Jones, Director,

Introduction—J. Ray Shute,
Address—Judge Wilson Warlick,
judge of Buperior Court.
Music—High School Band,
Presentation Ceremony—Thomas R.
Owen, FWA Regional Reprisentative,
John I. Neasmith, FSA Reglonal
reation Representative; Vesper Smith,

g R

Dedication Exercises 0
Building To Be Held On Saturday‘

Rec- [tlan Assoclation and National Jewish

Army and Navy YMCA Assoclate Re-
glonal Bpuervisor; E. G. Londow, Jew~ |
lsh Welfare Board Reglonal Buper-
visor; M. E. Shepard, Director; Wil-
Ham Rosenberg, Assoclate Director;
Miss Helen Gipson, Assistant Director.

Benediction—Father Patrick Hanley,

Response—Massed Cholr,

The program for Sunday, April 18,
the day after the opening, will con-
sist of the following: 9:30 a. m,, the
Java Club, coffee and doughnuts for
soldlers; 10:45 a. m. visit a Monroe
church, local residents are invited to
come in and take a soldier to church
and then home for dinner; 12:30, home
dinner; 4:30 p. m, lpbby sing and
musicale, Roxle Reefe and his accor-
dion; 7:30-8:30 p. m. Music of the
Masters—relax withy Tecords; 8:30-9:30
p. m,, Recordio—send @ letter home un
a record.

The Franklin Street USO will con-
tinue to operate in addition to this
new buflding. The process for secur-
ing this building has continued for
the past 12 months, when application
was made to the F. 8 A. by the local
Defense Recreation Committee. This
committee was appointed by Mayor
V. D. SBlkes. The original committee
consisted of Rev. J. H, Armbrust,
chalrman; C. H. Hasty, W. H. Morri-
son, Miss Allle Horn, Mrs. E. H. Brome,
M. B. Llles, and Mrs. Fred Huntley.
Later Bldi Btewart was named in the
place of C. H. Hasty, deceased; Claude
Eubanks took the place of W. H. Mor-
rison, who resigned because of other
duties, and Erskine Mcllwaine was
added as secretary., Ex-officlo mem-
bers are Mayor Sikes and J. Ray
Shute, Jr.

The following sub-committees of the
Defense Recreatlon Committee were
named: BSocial Activities, Miss Allie
Horn, chalrman; Home Hospitality,
Mrs. Paul Gamble, chalrman; Club
Actlvities, Mrs, F. B. Drane, chalrman;
Musie-Community Sings, Amos Stack,
chairman; Church Cooperation, Rev.
F. K. Efird, chairman; Information
and Rentals, Pvt. Fred Wright in
charge, now Cpl. K. C. Gallagher in

The location of the Main Sireet USO
Club, opposite the post office, was
chosen for the Federal Recreation
Bullding, based on the number of
soldiers housed in Camp Bution. The
Type D bullding was finally chosen.
This building consists of a large au-
ditorium, with splendidly equipped
stage; spacious well-furnished lobby
with & snack bar, check room, offices,
library, music room, powder room, and
shower facilitles. The F. W. A. and
F'. 8. A. officials approved the site, and
the funds were granted to the amount
glfah $65,000 for construction and fur-

The Jocal Defense Recreation Com-
mittee Is responsible for providing
soldler recreation facilities, but has
nothing to do with the operation of
individual units. When the bullding
was pecured, the Young Men's Chris-

Welfare Board, members of United

{New USOT

Vit

Pholo by Dixle Photo Shop

Program At Court House
For Sale Of War Bonds

was made today
men's Diviglon of War
and Stamps of Mon-
& special
st the

by the Wo
Saving Bonds
roe and Union county
program to be
Court House, Thursday evening,
April 29 at 8 o'clock, which will in-
clude a conocert by the Monroa
High School band under the direc-
tlon of Prof. K. W. House and
special talent from Camp Swuiion,
under the direction of the Defense
Recreation Committee.
Immediately following the pro-
gram, the Minute Maids, sponsored
by the Monree Junior Weman's
Club will sell bonds and stamps,
The public is cordially invited to
atlend the program and jein In
the sale of war bonds and stamps
by purchasing as many as possible

Service Organalzations, Inc., were re-
quested to take over the operation of
this bullding as & USO Club. The
Committee has always desired a well-
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Aerlal teams of swilt medium

bombers and high speed, heavily
gunned fighters bombed and shot
up the Japanese on Kiska island
all day Monday, the navy report-
ed today in the latest of a series
of communiques telling of offen-
sive blows al the enemy in the
North Pacific.

The R. A. F. crossed the Armps
Tuesday night for a block-buster
raid on the Italian naval base of
Spezin, and the British African
command announced that jls
bombers had showered explosives
on Messina and Palermo Italy in
an aerial vise.

“The whole dockyard was well
ablaze," said one pilol who made
the 1,500-mile round-trip Might to
attack the big Fascist submarine
shipbuilding and repair center, 50
miles southeast of Genoa in north-
ern Tialy,

Hungary has refused Axis re-
quests for troops to help defend
Balkans and at the same time is
withdrawing soldiers from Russia,
usually reliable sources said today.
According to these quarters, Mus-
solini asked Premier Nicholas Kal-
lay of Hungary for troops during
the latter's recent Rome visit, but
Kallay was reported to have clung
to the official line announced
weeks ago thal noe Hungarian
forces would be sent across the
southern borders.

Unification of the French em-
pire  overseas under a council
which would be committed to sur-
rendering its powers to the French
people after their liberation is the
basls of the "Giraud plan” which
General Charles de Gaulle, Fight-
ing French leader, is considering
In London Allled circles sald to-
day.

Union County’s

Men In Service

Tech. Sgt. Barney W. Helms, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Tracy O. Helms of RS,
Monroe, is spending a 30-day furlough
with his parents. Sgt. Helms has been
in the service for seven years, four of
which have been spent overseas. He
was stationed at Pearl Harbor when
it was attacked by the Japs on De-
cember and for the past 17 months
has been In active duty on a flying
fortress. This furlough is the first
8gt. Helms has had in four years, Be-
fore coming to Lhe Stlates, he spent
30 days at his home In Hawall. He
was recentily released from a govern-
ment hospital in San Francisco after
recelving treatment there for 30 days,

making ninety days he has been away

balanced program, and 5 of the 5|l’rnm active duty. Mr. and Mrs. Helms

USO agencles are now operating in
Monroe, namely: Travelers Ald, Young
Women's Christian Assoclation, Na-
tional Catholle Community Service,
National Jewish Welfare Board, and
Young Men's Christian Assoclations.

In addition to the USO bullding on
North Maln street a new Federal Rec-
reation bullding lor colored soldiers is
now In process of being erected, to
be operated by the USO and is located
next to the Winchester colored high
school building.

Under Lanham Act funds, recrea-
tion centers are being operated in the
churches, Business and Professional
Women'’s Club and Winchester colored
high school auditorium. It 15 belleved
that Monroe now has one of the
best well-rounded, cooperative soldier
recreation programs in the South.

Committees and Staffs of the local
UBO are:

Monroe Defense Recreation Com-
mittee—Rev. Joseph H. Armbrust,
chalman; 8idi Stewart, Claude Eu-
banks, Miss Allle Horne, Mrs. E H.
Broome, M. B. Liles, Mrs. Fred Hunt-
ley, V. D. Bikes, J. Ray Shute, Erskine
Mclwalne, secretary.

Federal Works Agency—Henry A.
Brooks, Supervising Engineer: Thomas
R. Owen, Benlor Construction Engi-
neer,

Federal Security Agency—Johnh I.
Neasmith, Reglonal Recreation Rep-
resentative; Stuart Woodward, PFeld
Recreation Representative.

Bullding Management Commlittee—
Vann V. Becrest, chalrman; Moke Wil-
llams, S8am Lee, Edwin Niven, James
Morrow, Roy Curry, Robert Suritz

Bullding Staff—Main Street USO
Club—M. E. Shepard, director: Wil-
liam Raosenberg, associate director;
Miss Helen Gipson, assistant director;
Ruth Phillips, secretary; Ruth Fin-
berg, secretary.

Bullding Staff—Franklin Street USO
Club—Raymond P. Hogan, director;

charged and

s
0

i
th

il

have two other sons in the service who
have been overseas for the past three
years and another son that will enter
the army, June 1

Pvt., James C. Mullls, Jr, has been
transferred from Boise, Idaho to Utah,
His address is: Pvt. James C. Mullls,
Jr, 581 Bomb Sqgd, 383 Bomb Sqd,
A. 8 N. 14149726, Windover Field,
Utah.

Pvt. John H. Hinson recently visited
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Hin-
son. He is stationed at the air base
in Richmond, Va., and has been pro-
moted to instructor. His address, Is,
H. & 8. Co., Ist Bn. 924th Avn. Engr.

| Rgt., Army Ailr Base, Richmond, Va.

Corporal Robert B. Matheson ar-
rived Wednesday, April Tth for a ten-
day furlough with his mother, Mrs, J.
B. Matheson, He Is statloned at
Camp Breckinridge, Ky. He entered
the sevrices October 13, 1842, Another
son, Pvl. Joseph B. Matheson, |s sta-
tioned in India.

Pvt. Harvey Lee Cooke and Mrs.
Cooke of Nevada, are spending 15 days
with Pvt. Cooke's mother, Mrs. Ella
Cooke and Mrs. Cooke's parents, Mr.

and Mrs. Clyde Greene of Benton |

Helghts.

Military authoritles at Key Field,
Miss, recently announced the promo-
tion of Lex V. Cox to the grade of
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Enemy Planes

Stunning Aerial Triumph

Shreds Axis Sky Forces
In Tunisian Fight

NAVAL BASES POUNDED

The Allled high command announced
today o stunning 84-to-3 gerlal victory
which shredded Marshal Rommel's sky
cover and further menaced his thin
supply ling on the eve of the climactic
fight for survival by his cornered Tu-
nistan  troops.

American Flying Fortresses led a
tremendous assault on Rommel's rear
bases in Blcily, destroylng T7 planes.
Seven more were shot down in other
operations during yesterday.

Heavy German rellance on aerlal
transports indicated the gravity of
Rommel's supply problems as Alllsd
ground troops closed on the enemy's
last mountain bastions.

The British Eighth army already
was probing the Enfidaville defenses
50 miles south of Tunls; the British
First army was moving In from the
west much nearer thaan that to the
Tunisian capital, and JFrench and
American troops were occupying in
the southwest for co-ordinated blows
that are expected to push the forces
of Rommel and Col.-Gen. Jurgen von
Arnim into the Medilerranean,

A French communique sald the
mountaing west and northwest of
Kalrouan had been cleaned out with
1,100 prisoners taken, 500 Axls dead
counted, and 18 cannon captured. A
junction also was reported made with
the Eighth army north of Kalrouan,

Lieut. Gen. K. A. N. Anderson’s First
army made further advances in iLs
effort to clean out the mountains be-
tween Med jez-el-Bab and Mateur pre-
liminary to a direct strike toward
Tunis, which is only 35 air line miles
from Medjez-el-Bab.

(Capt. Ludwig Sertorius, Berlin ra-
dio commentator, in s broadcast re-
corded by the Associated Press said
General Anderson was employing High-
landers and Canadians “in flerce fight-
ing for the mountains north of the
Oued Zargs-Medjez-el-Bab road.
Btrong French forces were moving vp
in the Bou Arade sector below Medjes-
el-Bab, he sald, and “the bulk" of
the Britlsh Eighth army tanks and
motorized formations have moved up
to the Axis-held mountain rim west
of Enfidaville,

“Alr operations,” sald the Allled
communigue laconically, "were directed
largely against enemy air flelds"—and

story of the greatest serles of blows
yvet delivered from the sky in the
North African theater,

American Plying Fortresses led a
tremendous assault yesterday. Thun-
dering over the Castelvetrano and Milo
| airfields in Siclly they caught 12 big
enemy alr transports on the ground
at the first and 106 Axis planes
grounded at the second. In sharp ac-
tions, 51 enemy transports were de-
stroyed at Castelvetrano and many
others badly damaged; at Mlilo at least
22 enemy planes were smashed and
fires from a blazing gasollne dump
were set leaping among others,

The day was rounded off by the de-
struction of 11 more Axis planes for
certaln, four of them going down in
flames under the gunfire of the For-
tresses coming back from Bicily.
These attacks (which in all likeli-
hood accounted for a total congiderably
greater than the minimum and ocer-
tain figure of 84 enemy planes) were
synchronized with assaults upon the
surviving Axis airdromes in Tunisia
Itself—Megrine at Fochville on the out-
skirts of Tunis and Oudna, south of
Tunis.

(Not only the Tunisian Allled air
forces but British home-based bombers
and RAF planes under the Middle
East command were pounding violently
at the Itallan base-land. It was an-
nounced in London that Spezia, the
naval base In northern Italy below
Genoa, and the Palermo and Messina

Mrs,
from Salt Lake City, Utah, to the
following address: Second Statistical

corporal, Corporal Cox, son of Mr. and | w,

Mrs. Vernon H. Cox, R4, Monroe, has
been & member of the Army Alr Forces
since October 29, 1042, when he was
inducted at Camp Croft, 8. C. He
s stationed at this air base with o
quartermaster company.

Pvt. J. B. Long, son of Mr. and Mrs.
N. E. Long, is now statloned at Camp
Van Dorn, Miss. Pvt. Long has just

: |gone into camp. He has been on ma-

neuvers in Loulsiana since Jan
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Simpson, on East Windsor street, He
will return to Bainbridge about April
lﬂth.-‘?slwmumdmwc:m-
Geld, Va.
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it was left to a spokesman to tell the ,
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