THE FINNS WANT TO QUIT

Pesce with Russia, perhaps before
Easter, appeared to be within Fin-
Jand's grasp last night on the eve of
@ momentous extraordinary seasion
«of Parllament called to hear the gov-
-ernment report on Juho Paasikivi's
new two-day visit to Moscow.

The aging Finnish peace emissary,
who broke the lee In negotlations late

quarters to be much milder than any
mentioned

herc;i!m .

ble informants sald the new
terms leave to the Finns the naval
‘base of Hangoe on the peninsula at
Pinland's southwestern tip, and Viipu-
i, the Karellan metropolls which s
Finland's second city and a vital cog
in her #imber industry.

But the Russians, in return for this
<oncession, were understood to have
‘Jemanded gxtremely high reparations,

Nothing could be learned of what
was sald In the discussions between
Paasikivi and the Russlans regarding
the Moscow demand for Internmeiit
of approximately seven German di-
visions In Finland.

But it seemed certain that this
thorny problem had been threshed
<ut and a tentative plan reached for
dealing with it.

At any any rate, Finnlsh govern-
ment leaders, abandoning their usual
week-ennds in the country, remained
in Helsinkl to canvass the new situa-
tion and reach a decision on waht to
Tecommend to Parllament.

Parliament had been summoned to
meet Monday of the usual Tuesday, in
itself an indication of immediate de-
velopments, and there was a feeling
In Btockholm that the chances of &
favorible government response to the
Russian terms were better mow than
at any previous time.

Thus, the question arose as to what
countermove the Germans may be pre-
pared to make.

In this connection, the BStockholm
newspaper Dagens Nyheter comment-
=d on the current visit to Germany nf
Gen. Hugo V. Osterman, chief of the
Finnish geperal staff and second .to
Field Marshal Baron Carl Gustaf
Mannerhelm in the Finndsh military
setup. Osterman is a leading expo-
ment of Finnish collaboration with the
Germans. hWile In Germany, he was
Teported to have spoken warmly of the
Finnish and German army brother~
hood and to have referred to the
Russlans as “barbarians of the East"

Dagens Nyheter declared Osterman’s
Temarks certalnly were. not designed
t0 ald Paaslkivi’s misston, and sug-
®ested he might be working with Ber-
1lin on a German coup in PFinland
similar to that in Hugary, when Adolf
Hitler suddenly moved for all-out oc-
<cuptatoin of the country.

The newspaper declared that if the
Cermans attacked the Finns

Successful, ac-
gording to Asmistant County Agent T.
; Reports from farmers
over the county show that we had a
heavy infestation of rats and a large
number were killed. The greatest in-
Jestation of wharf rats appears to be
hmmu«dm-w.
put oul approximately 2600 pounds
Qs Bangyer the county in the two
::l"- warehouses were also
t6d In Monroe. A large number of
Tats were killed at the Griin Impile-
mm.mmh.,
they have not seen any live rats since
the bait was put out,” states Mr, May-
""Mn.o..mml“
ﬂn.mﬁ&.rﬂamﬁv
Squill will be found and -
We can not make a very
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4F Work Law
Bill  Opposed

Stimson Objects To Measure
To Form Work Battalions
For Men

ACTION MAY BE TAKEN

Vigorous objections have been volced
by Secretary of War Stimson to the
idea of establishing Army wofk bat-
tallons for 4-F8' who do not colun-
employment in essential

work.

He told a news conference he would
regard such a step a last resort, but
that the final decision was up to
Congress, and the War department
would cooperate In carrying out any
moves the leglslators approved for
meeting the man-power problem.

Stimson sald he belleved ‘“very

" however, that national ser-
vice leglslation, allowing the draftlng
of men and women for war work, was
the best solution.

He agreed that 4-F's—men rejected
by the Army as physically unfit—
should be utillzed In the war effort,
but added: _

“I do not think that this most vital
step shounld be taken by Indirection
and by induction into the Army of
men not qualified to serve in the

“I do not llke that at all”

Stimson’s objections came as a4 sur-
prise to members of a House military
subcommittee which is drafting legls-
Intion providing for the 4-F work bat-

ligng. . 8he. ides. was Indorsed by

ersecrelary of War Robert Patter-
son and Assistant Secretary of the
Navy Ralph A. Bard.

Patterson estimated there are 2
million 4-F's aged 18 to 87, inclusive,
who are not In essential jobs. He ex-
pressed the opinfon that If they were
glven the cholce of atking such work
or belng drafted Into Army work bat-
tallons at Army pay, virtually all
would find essential fobs.

The need for getting these men Into
essentlal work Is Intensified by the
prospective heavy draft of men in the
18-25 age bracket from among those
heretogore deferred for employment in
vital war work.

There are 250,000 such deferments
and under present plans the Army
plans to take virtually all such men
except those in key jobs of a few se-

usirids,

ind

identity of some of those Indus-

definitely determined today

War Production board, the

Navy, and the Marritime
announced the ones for
will recommend defer-

the Solid Puels admin-
Rubber administration,
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Change Date
Of Tax Report

Senate Committee Sets Re-
vised Estimate Date To
January 15

MORE TIME TO FILE

Because some 15,000,000 to 20,000,000
taxpayers must now guess at their in-
come before they get it, the House
Ways and Means committee has voted
to change from December 15 to the
following January 15 the final day for
filing revised estimates of income.

Chalrman Doughton, Democrat of
North Carollna, sald such a change
would provide substantial rellef for
farmers, the self-employed and pro-
fesslonal people.

Under the pay-as-you-go law, decla-
rations of expected income must be
filed by all single persons with
wage or salary above $2,700 and mar-
ried couples about $3500, and by per-
50N8 ingome over $100 from
sources other than wage or salary.

The first estimate, with at least a
one-fourth tax payment, is due by
March 16 of each year (delayed until
April 156 this year), with such tax-
payers permitted to flle revised esti-
mates on June 15, SBeptember 15, and
December 15. ‘This action if made law
by Congress would move the final
date from December 15 to the follow-
Ing January 15.

The guessing procedure ls designed
to put on & current payment basis
those taxpayers whose approximate
total tax 1s not taken by the 20 per
cent withholding levy.

Three knotty problems arose as the
House ways and means commitiee
sought to simplify the natlon's Income
tax laws affecting 50,000,000 taxpay-
ers. They are:

1. What to do about exemptlons for
dependents who themselves earn some
money,

2, How to eliminate some of the
guesswork for a large number of tax-
payers who must estimate their In-
come, under the pay-as-you-go plan,
before they get It P

3. Whether to allow reductions in
the withholdings from wages and sal-
aries of persons who declare they in-
tend to make substantial contributions
for religious and charitable purposes,

MONROE CHURCH GIVES
$1,675.10 TO WINGATE

Junior College Campaign Is Making
Excellent Frogress,

Wingate Junior College has just re-
celved & check in the amount of
$1,675.10 from the First Baptist church
of Monroe. This Is a fine gift and the
College appreciates the fine coopera-
tion that the Pirst Church has always
given. In nddition to the speclal of-
fering, the Monroe Church makes &
yearly contribution to the current ex-
pense fund of $400.

The Campaign is moving along
nleely and contributions are coming
in from the seven associations. It ap-
pears now that the Campaign is going
to be a marked success, and that the
College will face the future debt free,
with modernized bulldings, and there
is a prospect of beginning the bulld-
Ing of a boys' dormitory thls summer.

The gifts are not limited to Baplist
churches and Baptist Individuals, but
glfts from churches of other denomil-
nations, individuals, and firms, will be
glady recelved; although no definite
campalgn has been put on to make
these contacts. Any individual, church,
or organization wishing to make a
contribution to this splendld cause,
may send their check directly to the
Bursar at the College. Gifts have al-
ready come in and others are expected.
We belleve there Is no worthler cause
and your money investad here will
mean much for the training of the
young people for the future. Flease
mail us your checks—C. C. Burris,
President.
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LIEUT. WALTER BERGER

LT. BERGER DECORATED
FOR HIS COMBAT FLIGHTS

At & 13th AAP base somewhere In
the Bouth Pacific on March 2 First
Lieutenant Walter R. H. Berger, of
Oakboro, first pllot of a medium bom-
bardment squadron of the 13th AAF
was presented three Oak Clusters to
the |Ar medal by Brigadler Goss, New
Zealand commander for “meritorious
achievement while participating in
aerial combat flights of a habardous
nature over enemy territory where
enemy antialreraft and enemy fighter
patrols were habltually encountered.”

Lieutenant Berger has 29 misslon to
his credit against Jap held installa-
tions in the Bouth Pacific during nine
months overseas.

He is & gratuate of Oakboro High
school. His parents, who live In Star,
N. C, are Mr, and Mrs. W, R. Ber-
ger. He Is a pephew of Mr. and Mrs.
B. F. Harris of Wingate.

THE LATEST WAR NEWS
IN BRIEF

Russian—Soviets leap Prut river
inte Rumanis ai several poinis in
first Invasion of Axis territory;
Germans pushed back within 19
miles of prite port of Odessa.

Italan—Allles withdraw slightly
at Anzle beachhead, bul {akee
another mouniain north of Cas-
sino.

Aerial — [ -based. U. .S
bombbers hit Austrian ball-bearing
plants and engage huge fleet of
German fighters; Rore and Yugo-
slavia also bombed.

Finnish-—Pence before Easter for
Finland appears possibility.

Mongolian—Chinese reported vi-
olating Mongolian border, bombing
villages.

Burma—Allied Air Commandos
cut all north-south communica-
tions to chief Japanese base in
north Burma; showdown fight for
Imphal in India developing.

Pacific—Liberators attack Truk
for eighth U. S, raid in four days
on hig Japanese base.

Union County’s
Men In Service

T-4 Sgt. Horace N. Moser, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Moser of R4,
Monroe has recently been promoted to
stafl sergeant and has been trans-
ferred from Camp BSwift, Texas to
Camp Polk, La. His new address I
8-8gt Horace N. Moser, 7006868, Co. C
95 Cml. Bn, Camp Polk, La. Mr.
and Mrs. Moser have recelved a letter
from thelr other son John H. Moser
B. M. 2-C ,who is on a8 Merchant ship.
He ls somewhere overseas and says he
Is doing nicely and hopes to be back
in the States soon.

Pfc John 8. Cralg, son of Mr. and
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Hershey I)r'opsu=
Unit System

Local Draft Boards To Decide
Hereafter On All
Deferments

QUOTAS MUST BE MET

Belective Service yesterday scrapped
its system of judging farm workers by
units of production, but at the same
time took steps to draft as many of
these registrants as possible under
existing legal restrictions.

The action restored to local draft
boards discretion as to deferments in
agriculture, in line with a prediction

by Benator Russell Democrat of
Georgla.
Telegrams wenl to all state draft

directors emphasizing that under the
Tydings amendment a farm worker
must show that he Is Irreplaceable and
regularly engaged In an agricultural
endeavor essentinl to the war effort,

State directors were instructed to
make certain that the local boards
understand the urgent need for men
under 28 for combat, & need which
President Roosevell and the armed
forces have stressed.

Under “war unit system" a farm
worker was supposed to produce 16
units before earning deferment, An
elaborate scale of war units, In terms
of various crops and kinds of llve-
stock, was worked out by the War
Food administration (WFA).

There were objections by some mem-
bers of Congress from farm states that
the system was unfair, and Senator
Russell announced this week that
Hershey had agreed to withdraw It.,

Yesterday's telegram to state direc-

tors called for "“strict application of
the Tydings amendment, including the
provision which says that a man who
leaves agriculture without determina-
tlon by his local board that such ac-
tion is in the natlonal interest, will
be immedlately placed in a class avall-
able for induction .
For more than a year, regular es-
sential farm workers have been pro-
tected from the draft by an amend-
ment to the selective service act, In-
troduced by Senator Tydings, Demo-
crat of Maryland.

Yesterday's order provided that men
now In 4-F (unfit for service) or 1A-L
ifit fo IMmited service only), shall be
given farm deferments In 2-C if they
are now In agricultural work or they
get into It

Similarly, men now in 2-C who are
given physical examinations and found
to be 4-F or 1A-L material will be
kept in 2-C.

,These two provisions were designed
to hold as many physically disqualified
men in farm work as possible, though
under present regulations, a selective
service spokesman sald, the new pro-
vislons would not institute a complete
measure of control over those men,

Draft Director Lewis B. Hershey,
meantime, urged the 6400 local draft
boards to meet thelr calls for able-
bodled men from now on, regardless
of the effect on Industry and agricul-
ture,

“"We must meet our calls not only
as a matter of duty but as an act of
patriotism,” General Hershey sald In
the bulletin lssued yesterday.

"We must meet them falrly, hon-
estly, and patriotically and without
regard for criticlam that does not
rest upon the same principles.”

“For about & year selectlve service
has fallen short each month in pro-
viding quotas of men to fight. Hershey
sald this fallure was largely due to
the necessity of making liberal defer-
ments to industry and agriculture “to
amass adequate stocks of food and
munintions for ourselves and ° our
Allies," but now, Hershey sald, "we are
adequately supplied with the sinews
of war and we must strike a new bal-
ance of man power between produc-
tion and use."

The monthly bulletin gave the sta-
tistical pleture of selective service as
of March 1, as follows:

The armed forces In the four
months between March 1 and July 1
for about 1,008,000 men in order to
attain 1,080,000 men in order to at-
tain thelr net strength of 11,300,000

pressure and his nerves, ¢ Anyone
wishing to write him can address him:
Pfc James B. Long, 34436953, Station

Seaman 1-C Emmett Rudge Coble
who has been spending a few days
here with his parents, Mr .and Mrs,
Emmett Coble, returned to his port
this morning. He is with the USNR.

S8-8gt. Marvin Cannup and Mrs.)
Cannup of West Palm Beach, Fla., will
come to spend a furiough

at the home of Mrs. Cannup’s mother,
Mrs. W. J. Armfield and will also visit
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ployed by the Highland Park Mills in
Charlotte.

Pyt Julian K. Bsucom, who was in-
muhm_wa.m
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$-Sgt. Francis Stewart Is
War Prisoner In Germany

neen by Sgt Stewart's parents
from his wife, who is residing In
Marshville for the duratlon.
Mrs. Stewart was notified Satur-
y of her husband’s whereabouls
a letter from the War Depart-
ment, through the Red Cross, whe
siated that a letter would follow.
Sgt. Stewnrt has been listed as
missing over Germany, since Feb-
ruary 4, and news of his welfare
greatly relieved his relatives and »
large circle of friends who have
been oconcernsd over his misfor-

gF

“Bools,” as he is affectionately

seas service, siatiomed in England,
since last November. He entered
the services in May 1942,

Rainfall Near
Eight Inches

Report Shows Precipitation
Has Been Far Above Nor-
mal For March

NORMAL TEMPERATURE

March following Its traditional role,
went out like a lamb Friday, after dis-
playing lion-like characteristics for
most of the month .

The third wettest March in fifty-one
years, according to the report of T.
A. Asheraft of the U. 8 Weather Bu-
real at Rock Rest, when all the forces
of raln-making were turned lose, pour-
Ing tons upon tons of water on the
terrain of this section,

The normal rainfall for March ls
408 inches, falllng on an average of
elght days. During the past month,
main fell on eleven days to the
amount of 7.76 Inches, giving an excess
for the year of 633 Inches,

The heaviest rainfall on record for
March In this section was in 1929,
when a total of 908 inches fell, with
March 1922 a second close with a
total of @ inches. Other years when
the rainfall in March exceeded seven
inches were in 1894, with 7:56 inches;
1912 with 768 inches; 1913 with 7.52
inches and 1836 with 7.13 inches.

As usual there was & wide range of
temperature in the month, a 11-degree
mark on March 8§, being lowest and
86 degrees on the 26th as the highest.
On twelve days, the maximum tem-
perature was 70 and above.

On eight nights, the minimum tem-
perature was 32 degrees and below
with the lowest on the 8th with an
average temperature for the entire
month of 521 degrees or exactly
normal.

Fifteen days were clear, eleven
cloudy and five partly cloudy. The
average monthly snowfall for the
month s 4 inches. During the month
none was recorded.

MILITARY FUNERAL HELD
FOR CPL. JAKE PARKER

Union County Boy Dies In Velerans
Hospital After Long Iliness.

Cpl. Jake C. Parker, son of MM
and Mrs. J M. Parker of the Lanes
Creek community, dled in the Veter-
ans Hospital in Columbla, B. C,
Thursday, March 23, after a long
period of iliness .contracted while in
service in Guadaleanal and the Bolo-
mons. Military services were con-
ducted at the Waxhaw Baptist church,
Friday, March 24, by Chaplain Teague
and a guard of honor from Camp Sut-
ton, assisted by Rev. J. B, Little and
Rev. N. 8. Joyner. Burial was in the
Waxhaw cemetery.

He ls survived by his parents; two
slsters, Mrs. Chalmer H. Wheeler of
Burlington N. C, and Miss Mary
Parker of the home; three brothers:
B-8gt. James W. Parker, who is now
serving in the European theater of
war and Snyder and Jack Parker of
the home.

Opl. Parker was a native of Union

_engagements. He was
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Wide Front
NAZIS ABOUT TRAPPED

The Red Army has crossed the Prut

river into Rumanio at several points
in the first Russian invasion of Axis
territory, and also is within 19 miles
of the prize port of pillaged Odessa,
where thousands of QGermans and
Rumanians are being pinned agsinst
the Bitack sea, Moscow announced
last n’ﬁ:
The torie crossing Into Rumanis,
whose finest troops already lle in
graves extending clear to Stalingrad
or are bottled up in the Crimea, came
& full week after Russia gave that
shaken Axis satellite & chance to quit
its partnership with Germany.

The new Russian stroke has thrown
much of tire Rumanian population
Into a panic and martial law has
been proclaimed in Bucharest, its cap-
ital, reports saild.

German and Rumanian broadcasts

sald the Russlans had crossed the
Prut, which they reached last Sunday,
near Iasl, key Rumanian rall hub
where lines branch southward to the
rich Ploest! oll fields, 170 mlles away,
and fto Bucharest.
But it was probable the Russians
also had entered north Rumania since
Moscow's dally communique told of
the capture of Gertsa, Bucovina vil-
lage on that frontler.

The special Russian announcement
stressed that the invasion of Rumania
was dictated by military necessity, and
ac;t by any Russian territorial ambi-

n.

The Boviet high command “states
that it is not pursuing the enemy with
the aim of selzing any part of Ru-
manian territory,” said the broadcast
recorded by the SBoviet monitor. *“Nor
is the Boviet government's action
almed at the integrity of the existing
soclal order In Rumania. Entry into
Rumsania has been rendered necessary
by the enemy's continued resistance.”

This was an obvious extension of
the Russian bid for Rumanis to de-
sert Adolph Hitler and speed the col-
lapse of Germany.

Moblle Russian (nfantrymen, tank
crews and piots under Marshal Ivan
5. Konev, commander of the Second
Ukraine army, were ordered to “pur-
sue the enemy until be is routed and
capitulates.”"

The Germans located the fighting
85 between Jijla and Prut rivers near
Insi. - [The Jifia pamllels the Prut 10
miles to the west, emptylng into the
larger river just mbove lasl.

While Marshal Konev's troops were
pouring into Rumania toward the Car-
pathian mountains in the west and
toward the Danube delta in the south,
the Third Ukralne army under Gen.
Rodion Y. Malinovsky was engaged in
looping a great noose around upwards
of 200,000 German and Rumanian
troops in the Odessa area.

BOARD ONE CALLS 51 -
COLORED SELECTEES

Will Report For Pre-Induction Physi-
cal Examination During April

Fifty-one colored selectees will leave
for pre-induction physical examina-
tion from Local Board No. 1 during
:-;l! month of April. They are as fol-

WE:

Alexander Alsobrooks, Manuel
Hammonds, Walter Edgar Robinson,
Luther Blakeney Watts, Edward Nel-
son Walker, James Blvens, Earnest
Howey, Erskine Plerce, Willle Heath,
Roosevelt Jomes, Johfi McLendon,
Roocsevell McKiney, Robert Davis,
John Allen Thomas, Willls James Rob-
son, Edward Lee Winchester, Allen
Massey, Joseph Lockhart, Duta Walk-
er, Edison David Norwood, Lonnie
Garrls, Frank Miller, Wesley McCaul-

. Paul
Randolph Caldwell, Robert
Stewart, Henry MoGill, Jr., Blease
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