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THE LIFE

oF
Lieutenant-Colonel C. C. COLE,
" One of the former Editors of “ The Times.”

Quo difficillins, hoe preeclarius,
BY 'tl.rln ACOTT.

CHAPTER VIIL

At Bnicker’s Gap, Lieut. Col. Gray,
who had been absent on & sick leave, re
Jjoined his regiment and took eommand.
This was a pleasant relief to Maj, CoLe.
Both his superior regimental officers
being absent, had made not only bhis
duties onerous, but his responsibilities
very great.  He ever proved himself,
nevertheless, equal to sy emergency,
Yet in Col. GrAY he had unbounded
confidence as a gallant officer and a
man of intelleet and genius. Not only
80, but his society in ecamp was exceed-
ingly fascinating and desirable; for he
was the very soul of wit and geniality
as well as a ripe and ready scholar,
Before, their Jife together had been
everything which the warmest heart
could have desired ; and, in his retar,
Maj, CoLE anticipated not only relief
from duties hard and unpleasant, but
that intellectnal and social entertain-
ment so needed to break the monotony
of soldiering and campaigning.

Btrange life—the life of a soldier!
All naw hoped for fest, all needed it;
still only a few days after Col. GrAY'S
retarn, and while the Twenty-Second
was on picket duty at Summit Point,
fifteen miles above Winchester, orders
were given to march. Scarce a soldier
that did not heave a deep sigh—how-
beit, none murmured. 'Twas now the
last of surly November. On the 22nd
of that month, Gen. A. P. HiLu's Divi-
sion, to which the Twenty-Second be
longed, marched for Fredericksburg,
the point to which all eyes seemed fo
be turning in the full expeetation of a
desperate general engagement. They
reached there on the 2nd of December,
1863, having marched one hundred and
eighty miles in eleven successive days
—over sixteen miles each day, and
having twice crossed the mountains.
Though much toil-worn, they had suffi-
cient time between their arrival and
the beginning of the battle to be com-
pletely refreshed. Among Maj. CoLr's
letters is this graphic description of the
part he and some of his men acted in
the dreadful engagement near that city:
“ Genernl BURNGIDE had once held
Fredericksburg and mmust, therefore,
have known the advantage of position
possessed by General LEE. Should he
advance under this knowledge, he

der, bring men and appliances to equal
such advantage. Thus I reasoned with
myself, and, hence, I inferred it would
be an unusually destructive battle,

“ Gten, LEE did net try to prevent
his crossing, only endeavored to worry
him as much a8 possible, Thursday
night, he cressed. Fridey morning, at
6 o’clock, Gen. A. P. HiLu's Division

Wd!awvdad in line of battle only a
few hundred yards from our line. As
the displny seemed to be rather sudden
and to reveal an unexpected sight ‘on
bo&ddm,lthouxhtthemwuaﬂlﬁt
sensation, a stir, a flutter. It lasted
but for & few moments, however, and
each party proceeded to plant his bat-
teries and arrange the sapports and
linea of battle) apparently as coolly as
you would arrange a flower-garden;
marking the walks and planting the

“In the afternoon, Gen. PENDER
sent for me, and, on reporting, he said
there were some houses and straw
stacks in front, 'vhich would obstruct
the free play of our batteries, and he
wanted me to examine the ground suffi-
ciently before night to take a party
from my regiment and burn thém. I
went forward to examine them, and
though I did not hardly expect to be
able to reach the houses before davk,
yet as I wassurveying the ground of ap-
proach, noting the ravines, the ditches,

*- | the fences, &e., which would be favor-

able or unfavorable to the party for ap-
proach or defence, I found myself at the
first house, then another, and another,
until I had closely examined some eight
or ten, what points wounld most easily
ignite, &c. Lastly, 1 examined and | £0de,
counted about fifteen stacks of straw
in an open fleld immediately in front
andl in view of the enemy's line, only
about three hundred yards distaut. 1
watched the sentinels closely as they
did me ; but seeing no motions to shoot,
I eontinued to draw nearer and nearer
until my inspection was eompleted and
plans matured. I went back to the
regiment ; sclected my men, on¢ hun-
dred and twenty ; supplied some with
matches and others with muskets; and
at the first darkness, which is the deep-

est of the night, I proceeded to make
the approach. Every man had his
house or stack assigned him ; and hav-
ing neared the ohjects until each was
in place and ready, I snapped a pistol-

cap—the signal—and, instantaneously,

twenty or thirty streams of brilliant

flame leaped up, lighting the heavens
with almost the brightness of the noon-

day sun. It was the pretticst sight, in
the way of fires, which I ever saw, One
was an immensely large barn, full of
tobacco hanging upon the sticks and
perfectly dry. You may possibly im-

agine such a blaze as this would make.
No doubt, the Yankees were astonished
and confounded, and wondered what
next; nor did they, such was there

confusedness, fire npon us 68 Was some-

what expected by the burning party.

Thus our adventure was perfectly sue-

cessful ; and, much elated, we returned
to the regiment and slept soundly un-

til morning.

“ As I remarked in the beginuing of
this letter, there was a more determin-

ed and deflant preparation for battle,

than I had ever before witnessed.

Heretofore, I had been accustomed to

fighting whenever the enemy forced

us—there being no delay, no waiting.

But here, within rifle-shot, our lines

had stood all day, each actively engag-

ed in preparation for the contest. That
there would be a fight, no one counld

doubt. We could not retreat; and the

enemy would not have crossed theriver,

had he net intended tofight, Therefore,

the fight was certain, and the prepara-

tions such a8 to antieipate the most

desperate and decisive battle of the

war., With such feelings, I laid down

to sleep on Friday night, and with such

I arose Satwrday morning two hours

before day. Through many hard-fought

battles;, I had passed unharmied ; but

The

moved forward to take position,
A

why should I eseape when 8o many, so

ﬂMWme Bos, Jm
and myself were sitting around a small |
fire some distanes from any others, dis
cussing the probable results of the ex-
pected battle, how €ach of ns would
fare, what would be the emotions of the
loved at home if they knew our situs-
tion, when suddenly rapid discharges
of musketry were heard. We rushed
£o arms, and, in & few moments, every
man was m‘v- L. will not say every
man burned for the coutest. You see
such language in print, but after being
under fire more than twenty times, I
deny its trathfulness, Soldiers do not
“Jurn” for battle, nor do you ever hear
one use such language, unlegs he be one
whoalways runs just as the battle joins,
Thie fighting, at this time, proved tobe
only skinnishing.

“1 must refer you to the newspaper
aceounts and the reports of the Gen-
eralin-Chief and his subordinate offi
cers for a full and lengthy deseription
of this battle, for one engaged can nev-
er know much more than falls under
his immediate observation, PENDERS
brigade was A, P, HiLr's extreme left,
supported by Tmoumas, of Georgia
Next, LAxE's brigade; then, ARCHER'S
Tenn., supported by GREGG, of South
Cardlinae. And FreLp's Virginia lzri-

gade, sapported by EwrLrhs Division,
‘was Hiuy's extreme vight, Hit liad
buit six brigades in his Division. The
battle commenced on the right of our
line—I mean the regular advance of
the enemy’s line and the musketry en-
gaYement. Our brigade was the first
Jelt of by the artillery. The diapason
of the eannonade was terrible and last-
ed for several hours. The fighting
came gradually down our right line un-
til it was driven back upon the sup-
ports. The enemy did not advance
upon our brigade. He made an effort,
but was promptly repulsed by the ar
tillery. The woods, that skirted the
bottom, marked our line and formed
one side of an ellipse, The enemy
formed the diameter. As we were
about the centre, we were farthest from
his guns, and, hence too, he had a
longer distance to advance in our front
upon the open plain—three-quarters of
a mile, We had gkirmishers, however,
advanced half a mile, and these werg
engaged, ever and anon, the entire day,
and, several times, drove in the sharp-
shooters. About 3 o’clock, our line of
skirmishers had expended nearly all
their ammunition and was becoming
considerably confused; and when
LAxE'S brigade was driven back on
their right, they fell back by ecompnl
sion. = This enabled the enemy to ad-
vanee his line of sharpshooters to the
brow of a small hill opposite the one on
which was placed our artillery and dis-
tant about eight hundred yards. Gain-
ing this position the sharpshooters an
noyed out artillerists so much they
could not handle their gnne. Up to
this time, I had been under so very
severe o cannonade, that I did net con-
sider myself worsted a great deal in
position, when I was called upon to|re
take one hundred men, join our skir
mishers and repel. the sharpshooters.
Five handred yards in front of our bat-
terics and three hundred in front of the
sharpshooters, was the Railroad with a
small cut—a good place for protection
to ourselves and destruction to the| ;..
enemy,
men and made for that eut at a double | ©
quieck, Reaching there I wallied our
confased and dispirited brigade skir.
mishers, and with them and my fresh
men was making s manly, bold, but
wavering defence of our position. Mean-
time, PENDER, seeing the terribleness

of the struggle and the inadequacy of

| & brave, front and stood firm. In the

I deployed my one hundred n

‘shot from this divection. Those mot

was daugerous to go to the rear, so I
directed the wounded to remain in the

with the men sbie to fight, and to- fill
the places so thinned out in my line, I
loaded amusket, the first one I ever
loaded in my life; and made the Cdp-
tains snd Lientenants undé me do the
same, We had about six rounds each, |} -
nndhulthommxdvmmd, 1donot
suppose & man of ns would have es-

little modern Thermopyl®. Though
conscious of our own weakness, the
énemy did not know it, and we showed

first honrs of the black night, I seut off
the wounded and rearranged the line
of defence, and the rgst of ns remained
until moring withou$ or blankets,

We were, then, relieved, nnd A. P.
Hrrr’s Divigion was sent back to our

cal reminiscence. Many characteris-
ties of this intrepid young officer ean
be discovered in it,—his goodness of
heart, his humanity, his fearlessness,
his untiring patience and heroic endur-
ance, and his gratitude and devotion to

God.
(TO0 PR CONTINTED.)

——
SBMILE AND BE CONTENTED.

The world grows old, and men grow cold
To each ihﬂn uui treasure,
And what with waat, lnil care and toil,
We noarce have time for plessure ;
But never mind, that is & loes
Not much to be lamonted ;
Life rolls on gaily if we will
But stile and be contented.

Hath of his choice repented ;
The happiest souls on earth are those
Who smile and are sontented. .

with & view to corréct any
ecton the part of civil o
v in failuré to notice & 1
crime,ortomthouimml.u for

the prompt rendition f thése reports,
whm’ will hereafter bo forwarded
thewm” direct to, the Provost
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Thus he closes & description of the fm&]{;ﬁ!”'h *uigu":p
part he bore in this bloody tragedy. Of | did ‘blush at the baseness of the
CouTSE, TE ia thedigre and iipérfiot, only | ® m’-- e 1 b ,'"' b o,
what ohe saw from kis several stand- ﬂm, e fashion
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GUILFORD GONBERVATN! GB-
GANIZATION.

At a meeting of the citizens, on the
22nd February, 1868, the following per--
manent organization was agreed upon
Ereoutive Committee. :

by some

uve

If wo are poor and would be rich, s m‘;‘mﬁ&
It will not be by pining ; .
No, steady hearts and minds Rev. Calvin H. W j'
Are lifo's bright wilver lin Dr. Nerens Hendemhuh
There's ne'er a man that tehnpe. Bunmelﬂ.lhutin Jl'-

Dulmt Ouma.

No. 1. W,P.H
of and rack the heart, b
i b, o b X u‘&ﬂ"’
From hope we may a blessing reap, 3. D‘h W.
ir &'LL.”?;;‘?& mmu bloom \
It cannot be prevented ; v 4. mha‘r m
8o make the best of 1ifs you can, M udson.
And smile and be confented. 5 N.P Rnti., James 8.
—————— B‘th > |
A NEw MmaTArY ORDER,—Gen. ?‘ gmmm w&ﬂ“r
Canby has issued, under date of March mhm} dalidirinst
3d, a general order, from which ye copy | Town, 8, W“P m
the following paragraph : | G::d’ J . PRy
The mounthly reports of erimes, ar- o g
ﬁgand ofdj?z:rc“h&ul?eor taans&ﬂrra of % %‘B h
n y existing orders -
E Sty G T
district to the Provost : : e <
:Ih’ will,loén future, hemngrﬁ:ld th:rol?gh Town 11 m‘;’w Jas. W,
e (kﬁn&mﬂmr 1mn {1 i F
jurisdiction sueh m may be serv- 13. :‘;&nh Kirkman, J. .
ing at the time. uplicate reports
T et P Rt i e e
re ntin .
eﬁ = emr(?d of Post Conimanders o 14. - Maustield MME
il hereater mbeace only enh eamncd LAY 3 iohnsion, § - Thomas.
as are not in y ;
el e il e et | - (AT, v
the time reports are 7 0
with such remarks as are requisite to & K %;{m yJ A Davis,
full understanding of any cases need- 18. W F Bow AV Salli
ing ex Post Commanders i B P
will re at the same time the meas-

Of all the young women manthm&
in the Bible, Ruth seems to have treat-
ed her sweetheart the worst, She pull-

:lligm: m - ¥1 ed his cars and trod on his corn,
Post Commanders are charged with -

Elastic boot-heels aré a new inven-
tion, and said to be good. '

Blanks | 838, arguing o posteriori, he 1

elastic boot-tocs would be thuch better
“




