GoD'S OWN PLAN,
0n. CHAPMANS SUNDAY SERMON,
The Elcque:.t- Pa%?ﬁ?—Evangcllst Ar-

gues that God Has a Pian for Every
Man’s Salvation.

New YorK CitY.—The following sermon
iz one of a series preached b\{y the famous
evangelist. the Rev. Dr. J. Wilbur Chap-
man It is entitled “God’s Plan For Us,”
and was. founded on the text: ‘“Not as
though 1 had already attained, either were
lready perfect, but I follow after, if that
| may apprehend that for which also I am
apprehended of Christ Jesus.” Philip-
pians iii: I2. ;

(God has a plan for every life, and when
thig plan 1s realized there is always in the
experience of the believer both joy and
peace, blessing and power. If any one is
faving an up-and-down Christian  expe-
rience, liot to-day and cold to-morrow,
ear enough to Christ to-day =o that he
nay almost touch Him, and so far away
., morrow that he questions if he has ever
l,con eaved. this 18 a certain evidence that
i~ has not allowed God to work out His
nlan for him, and there is yet much work
{0 be acromplished by the Holy Spirit of
(bod. An experience of unrest dishonors
tiod, and when you find a heart in which
therc 1= this unrest and dissatisfaction you
alwavs find a life-in which God has not
vet fimshed His work. ““Peace I leave
with vou: My peace I give unto you,” was
written for such an one, and is his inherit-
ance. While it would be a most difficult
{thing to define peace, yvet possibly the best
Jefinition would be to take its opposite,
ind so it would read like this: Peace is
the opposite of unrest, of confusion, of
This bleasing 18 for every one of
God's ehildren; if they will but claim it.

[t is no more disastrous for one's arm to
Lie out of its socket than for one’s life to
run contrary to the plan of God. Panl
ovidently had this in mind when he said:
“1f F may apprehend that for which T am
also avprehended of Christ Jesus.” It
wouldr he no more disastrous for a planet
o wolswinging out of its orbit than for a
ife to run contrary to the plan of Grod.
The Fet 18 our erosses in this world al-
ways come to us when our wills run con-
trarv to the will of God. Ome piece of
wooid placed over another and running in
contrary  direction always makes a
cross.  Our peace and joy come to us in
this life when our wills run parallel to that
of God. Though we may be obliged to
live 'n poverty and meet with what this
world calls disaster and failure, 31f we are
nerfecily sure we are doing according: to
(Jod's will we may sav with the apostle:
““All things work together for good.”

(!od ha< a high ideal for every life. and
we have but to read the Seriptures to
find »iis to be true. We find in Romans

7. that vo are called “saints;” this ia
aur name. We learn in 1 Corinthians iit:
0. that we are ‘“laborers together with
(1orl \WWe are told in 1 Corinthians i:
0 that it is our privilege to be in fellow-
ship with God’s Son, and this word “fel-
lowship™ ix literally “‘partnership.” In
Revelation ii: 17. God promises to give to
ug His own hidden manna to eat. Of this
the worid knows nothing—it can neither
rive it nor take it away. In the 25th
Psalm. 14th verse, we have a pledge that
Qod will tell to us His secrets, but it 18 not
to be torgotten that we only tell secrets
to those who are near to us. God never
wives His secrets to those who are out of
fellowship with Him, and every man is out
of fellowship who has in his heart any un-
confessed or unforgiven sin. In FPhilip-
pians iii: 20 the conversation of the child
of God is deseribed. It is to be in heav-
en, from whence also we look for the Sa-
viour. the Lord Jesus Christ. In KEphe-
siang ii: 10 the whole of the Christian
character is deseribed. We are told that
we are His “workmanship,” and the word
workmanship s literally poem, o that in
(lod’s nlan we are all that i3 complete and
Leautitul.

We mayv have God's rest: Hebrews v
] tc 5—Jet us therefore fear, lest, a
promise being left us of entering into His
rest, any of you should seem to come
«hort of it. For unto us was the gospel
preached, as well as unto them, but the
word preached did not profit them, not
heing mixed with faith in them that heard

strife.
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it. For we which have believed do enter

jnto rest. as he said, As I have sworn in
my wrath, if they shall enter info my
rest: although the works were finished
from the feundation of the world.”

We mayv have God’s holiness. Hebrews
<ii: 10—“For they verily for a few days
chasiened us after their own pleasure, but
He for our profit. that we might be par-
talcers of His holiness.” Not infrequentiy
we find Christian people who are afraid of
the word holiness. and yet the Bible has
distinctly declared that without holiness
no man shall gee God. If we are shutiing
Him out of our lives then we are depriving
ourselves of our birthright as His children.

We might sum up God’s plan for our
Yives nnder three heads:

1. It is God's will that we should be re-
generated. John i: 13, 14—"“Which were
horu, not of blood, nor of the will of the
fiesh. nor of the will of mau. but of God.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us. and we beheld His glory. the
glory as of the only begotten of the Fath-
er, {ull of grace and truth ™

Regeneration is not a working over of
the old nature, for that which is born of
the flesh is flesh. and never can be any-
thing else. It may be educated flesh, cul-
tured flesh, but after all it is flesh, and 1s
displeasing to God. It does not come as
the result of reformation, for while ve-
formation may touch a man’s present and
psssibly his fulure, it has nothing to do
with his past sins, which are like the
«ands of the sea in number. Environment
has nothing to do with our passing from
Jdeath unto life. If environment could
<ave the soul or keep it, Adam never would
have fallen, for he dwelt in paradise. Lot
would have been a model citizen, for he
abode in the fairest city of the then known'
world.

Regeneration is God’s breathing into man
His own life—it is literally being born
from above.

2. It is God’s will that we should be
sanctified.

1 Thes.
<30d, even your sanctification.
- Some people feel much prejudiced against
:he idea of sanctification, but it is in God’s
Word. and it would be well for us to study
:t and realize it in our experience. To be
sanctified is to be separated, and if is cer-
tainly the plan of God that His people
chall be a separated people. While they
are “in the world” they are to be in mno
scnse “of the world.” They are com-
manded even not to touch that which is
unclean. and all the old law respecting the
Nagarite is a law for the Christian, ex-
cept that in the New Testament times that
Jaw has been intensified by the touch of
the living and risen Christ. :

If your life is not sanctified you will live
eontrary to the will of God.

iv: 3—“For this is the will of

»»

3. Tt is God’s will that we should be ul-
timately glorified. 1 Peter.v: 10—“But the

‘perfect, stablish, strenfthen, settle you.”
1

His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after
that ve have suffered awhile, make you

John xvii: 24—“Father, I will that they
also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with
Me where T am; that they mav behold My
glory, which Thou hast given Me.”

It is a good thing to turn again and
again in this way to the Scriptures to find
what is the plan God has marked out for
us, and then to square our lives accordin
to this plan, to see wherein we have fol-
lowed it or have failed. If the failure has
been grievous it is not necessary that we
should go in mourning all the day long
for, just as a mother forgives the weakness
of her child and forgets the many short-
comings, so God has promised again and
again in His Word to blot out all our trans-
greassions and to remember them no more
against us forever.

It is not therefore a question as to
whether we can keep from sinning our-
selves—we know that we can not, but it is
altogether a question as to whether Christ
can keep us if we will but give Him the
right to_do so. I have no question but
that one could walk from one corner of the
street to the other with Christ so con-
stantly before him that, in his own judg-
ment at least, he would be overcoming
sin. I amw perfectly clear that he could
increase his journcy by many miles and
still be more than conqueror. I am abso-
litely confident that one could walk the
whole day with Christ =0 vividly before
him that it would be peace and jov. And
what could be accomplished in one day
could be made the rule of a man’s entire
life.

After the return of Christ for His church
there is to be a great day of awards, when"
those who have been faithful shall receive
recognition at the hands of the Lord Him-
self, in the presence of the assembled
hosts in the skies. We can tell just what
this reward is to be, and vet this needs a
word of explanation. We can not give the
exact description of the erowns we shall
wear, nor can we estimate in human lan-
Fuage tle.r value in the opinion of men,
But we know, after studving the New
Testament, that it is to be according to
our faith and in nroportion to our faithful-
ness. It is in this wayv that every child
of God may confidently say: “I know what
my award is to be.” He measured it him-
self. It s verv true that one may stand
before God and receive from Him only a
measure of reward, and it is hkewise true
that he might have a greater blessing from
the hands of his Master. John speaks
about ‘‘a full reward,” as if there might be
a reward that is not complete. Alas, this
iz only too true! But the opposite is also
true, that one may have at that great day
at the hands of God Himself a full reward.
And the purpoze of this book is to induce
us to lav hold of the promises of God. =o
that our lives may be so shaned according
to His will that when that day comes we
shall stand before Him wilh rejoicing and
nol with sorrow.

A crown is always a symbol of reward.
Fxpressions containing the word are many
times used in the New Testament. It is
sometimes a “‘crown of life,”” again a
“crown that is incorruptible.” a “crown of
rejorcing.” a ‘“‘crown of righteousness,”
and “a crown of glory.” DBut these names
are given not simply for the sake of em-
phasis, as the change of a name might be
emphatie, but because each crown means a
certain kind of reward. So far as I have
been able to see there are but five crowns
in the New Testament Seriptures. Every
Christian mav have one, but oh. the joy
of it! every Christian may have five. But
the message is still sweeter, for if we
should receive from the hands of our glori-
fied Lord the crowns there would still be
something in reserve.

Naturally the crown that should come
first in order would be the one mentioned
in James i: 12—“Blessed is the man that
endureth temptation: for when he is tried
he shall Feceive the crown of life, which
the Lord hath promised to them that love
Him.” This crown is also mentioned in
Revelation ii: 10-—“Be thou faithful unto
death. and 1 will give thee a crown of
life.”

It was to be given to the Church of
Smyrna that suffered the most. I used to
read the text—“Be thou faithful until
death.” and I supposed it meant simply
that we needed to be faithful during life
and that when death came our respousi-
bility was at an end. but the word is
“unto.” and means not simply that one
should be faithful and willing to suffer for
the Master. but to suffer and to die.

This leads me to say that the crown of
life i= undoubtedly the one to be given to
the martvr—not simplv the one who has
died at the stake. or the woman who has
been thrown to the wild Leasts that thev
might devour her. but the one who has suf-
fered in body and mind unknown to fame,
but suffered nevertheless, and suffered for
the glory of God.

It is likewise the crown that is to be
given to the one who is able to do only
little things for Christ. So many seem to
think that they can do but little for Christ
and therefore leave that little undone. This
is a most serious error. “Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto the least of these ye
Lave done it unto Me,”" <aid Christ. A cup
of cold water given in His name, a word of
cheer spoken for His glory, a warm hand-
clasp that He may be exalted in the opin-
ion of men—these little things win the
eternal reward,

So manv.peonle are asking: “What can |
do to help on the cause of Christ, to assist
my miuister, or to help the chureh ¥’ T
were to suggest ome thing that would be
most helpful it would be the offering of
unceasing prayer for the spread of Christ’s
kingdom. and for the outpouring of the
Holy Ghost upon the man who preaches
Christ at the sacred desk. 1T remember
very well when 1 first became pastor of
the church to which T now minister. Af-
ter T had preached my first sermon and
the peovle had npresented themselves to
say words of cheer, an old man came walk-
ine down the aisle, leaning upon his staff
because of his age, and he said to me:

“T am afraid you will make it a failure.

I did not consider that much of a word
of cheer, and heartily wished be could

.

have given it to me at another time.

Then. looking about the church. he
added: “We have aiways had a man of
large experience, and the church is large.
Then he came nearer and said: “But I
have made up my mind t> help you. 1
wondered in my own mind what he could
do. He added: “T_have determined to
pray for you every dav that vou are pas-
tor of this church, and I have CO\‘{‘.I‘I’ElIltCtl
with two other men to pray for you. =

At this my heart was filled with 1oy,
and I thanked God and took courage, feel-
ing confident from the beginning that He
had given me the victory. The three men
soon grew to ten, and the ten to fifty. and
the fifty to 200, until in these days from
250 to 500 consecrated men bow their
heads in prayer with me every Sunday
morning at 9.45, praying God’s blessing
upon me as I preach; and upon the people
as they listen. The most wonderful place
‘n all the world to preach in is a church
where the atmosphere is permeated with
the petitions of faithful Christians for
God’s blessing upon His ministers. And
these are they who, upon the great day of
awards, shall receive the crown of life.
They do little things well, to the glory of
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lceberg 100 Miles Lons.
The French mariners’ record for
big icebergs off Cape Horn was brok-
en recently, says a San Francisco dis-
patch in the Chicago Inter Ocean,
when the British ship Anglesey, Capt;
Thompson, arrived from Newcastle,
England, and reported that on Sept.
20, off Cape Horn, she sailed into a
great icefield, in the midst of which
was a gigantic iceberg, approximately
100 miles long and over 100 feet high.
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50 YEARS-
EXPERIENCE

TrRADE MARKS
DESIGNS

: COPYRIGHTS &C

Anvone sending a sketch and deseription m:
nuieckly aacertrin our opinion free w 1ether a
invention is probably patentable. munics
vtons strictly confidentlal. Handb atents
sent free. Oldest agoncey for fec L4 ents.

Patents taken through Munm & €o. recelv
epecial notice, without charge, i ths -

Scientific. Ameiican.

A handsamely illnstrated weekly, ; Litrgest ecir
culation of any seientifie journal, orms, 83 8
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Superstition never dies, and much
might be said for the theory that it is
a constant quantity, in spite of all the
modern improvements. Still it seems
a little queer to read that a Pennsyl-
vania woman, convicted of witchecraft
in the Cumberland County Court, has
lately been released from jail, after St
an imprisonment of three months.
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SouthernRailway

To all the principal Winter
Resorts, at
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The Bnsorts of the

South, Southeast and Southwest;
also Cuba, California and Mexico

Offer many inducoments to the Tourist.

Some Prominent Resorts

Are S8t. Augustine, Palm Beach, Miami, Jask-
sonville, Tampa, Port Tamia, Brung=

wick, Thomasville

«THE LAND OF THE SKY,”
And “Sapphire Country."’’

Tickets on Sale

Up to and including April 30, 1903, limited
to return until May 51, 1903,
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cities and resorts.
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A Farm Library of ualled value—Practical,
Up-to-date, Concise and prehensive—Hand-
somely Printed and Beautifully Illustrated.

By JACOB BIGGLE

\ No. 1—BIGGLE HORSE BOOK
R All about Horses—a Common-Sense Treatise, with over
L &lustraticns ; a standard work. Price, 50 Ceats.
' No. 2—BIGGLE BERRY BOOK
’ Allshont Froriag Soul Pt e e
483.ﬂd 106 ott:er ille t Prine,mo 50 eadiu.
No. 3—BIGCLE POULTRY

All about Poultry ; the best Po Book in existence ;
tcl.hl ing ; witha3 colored life-like uctions
cf a1l the y’l breeds; with 103 other flustrations,

No. mLB ‘gow BOOK
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sale; contains 8 colored llif’zlike reprodu:tions: each
bteeh,with 132 other illustrations. Price, 50 Cents.
Just out. %wma Breeding, Feed
out. A Hogs— 4 Butch-
/a ery, , ¢c, Contains ovuhgo bea:ﬁ;ll balf-
tones and other engravings. Pricy, 5o Cents.
The BIGGLE BOOKS are unigue original, useful—7ounever
saw anything like them—so practical, sosensjble.
are having an emormous sale—East, West, Notth
e e e o Sognt o acad T
¢ ou
eway for the BIGGLE BOOKS. The SR

FARM JOURNAL

s , made for you ~nd not a misfit. Itis32years
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e vt i 7k e b the RS |
o e un
America—having over a mudllion and a-halfregular readers.

any ONE of the BIGGLE BOOKS, and the FARM JOURNAL

v 7 BEARS {remainder nf 1902, 3908 &nd 3go3) will be sent by mail
‘ ® any address for A
| l' sample of FARM and circular describing BIOGLE BOOKS free.
l / @ILMER ATKINSON. adirem. FARM JOURNAL
{ CHAS. F. JENKINS. /PHILADELPRIA
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God of all grace, who hath called us unto

God.
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