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, President Transmits His
Views on Porto Rico

(NS FUTURE IS PROMISING

hers, Beth American and Native,
gndeavor to  Train Studentd in
gind and in Citizenship—Insular
police and Porto Rican Regiment
grould be Perpetuated—Full Am-
grican Citizenship Should be Con-
ferred Upon Natives — Marked
progress Made Under Present Gov-
rnor, Toward Self-Government
gicctions This Year Were Abso-
jtely Orderly and Unaccompanied
by Any Disturbance.

Washinjton, Speeial.—The Presi-
nt s mis=age to Congress giving the
sult of Lils recent -observations in
orto Rico and making, recommenda-
Gonis concerning the government of
ot island was delivered to the Sen-
te. It was read at length and re-
wived careful -attention. The mes-
e was as follows:

The President’s Message.

o the Seaate and House of Repres-
enfalives

On November 21 I visited the is-
land of Porto Rieo, landing at Ponee,
erossing by the old Spanish road by
(ayev to San Juan, and returning
gest worning over the new Ameriean
pad {ro Avecibo to Ponee; the
geeners wonderfully beauntiful,
especially among the mountains of
the interior, which  eonstitute a ver-
itable tropie Switzerland. T eould not
gmbarl: at San Juan beeause the har-
por Las not been dredged out and
gn 1ot receive san Ameriean battle
ship. 1 do not think this faet eredit-
ghle to us as a nation, and I earn-
estly hope that immediate provisiox
will be made for dredging San Juan
barbor.

I doubt whether ocur people as a
whole realize the beauty and fertility
of Porto Rieco, and the progress that
has been made under its admirable
governinent.  'We have just cause for
pride 11 the charaeter of our rep-
resentatives who have administered
the tropie 1slands which eame under
oar flaz as a result of the war with
Spain: and of no one of them is this
more true than of Porto Rieo. It
wouiu be impossible to wish a more
Jdanthiul, a more efficient and a mors
disinterested publie serviee than that
now beinr rendefed in the island of
Porto Rico by those in eontrol of the
msular covernment.

Istopped at a dozen towns all told,
and one of the notable features in
every town was the gathering of the
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sehool children. The work that has
been o1 in Porto Rieo for edueation
has bien noteworthy. The main em-
phasis, as is eminently wise and
proper. Las been put upon primary
education: but in  addition to this
there is a normal school, an agri-
ealtural sehool, three industrial and
three hizh sehools. Every effort is

beinz niude to seeure mot only the
beneis of elementatry eduecation to
all the Porto Rieans of the next
genération, but also as far as means
will it to train them so that the
Industrizl, agrienltural and eomme:-
eial cpportunities of the island ean
be utilized to the best possible ad-
Vantage. It was evident at a glanee
that -the teachers, both Amerieans
and native Porto Rieans; were de-
voted to their work, took the great-
et prile in it, and were endeavoring
10 train their pupils, not only in
mind, but in what eounts for far
More than mind in eitizenship, that
1510 charaeter, '
Troops in the Island.

I was very mach struck by the ex-
eellent character both of the insulgr
police and of the Porto Riecan regi-
ment. They are both of them bodies
‘hm_r-liw-'; credit upon the Ameriean
administration of the island. The in-
Sular police are under the loeal Porto
‘ The Porto Riean
Tegiment of troops must be appro-
Prizted for by Congress. 1 earn-
€stly Lope that this body will be kept
Perman.nt,  There should eertainly
””f*"' rs in the island, and it is wise
g, ¢ troops should be them-
b, . ative Porto Rieans, It woull
w. . b every standpoint a mistake
- ' Jerpetuate this regiment.

p . aversing the island even tha
1. (lrsory survey leaves the be-
S st ‘uck with the evident rapid
o ttom the eultyre both of the
tane and tobaceo., The fruit
“''y 1s also growing. Last year
¢ most prosperous year that
: | has ever known before or
vr ¢ Ameriean oceupation, The
i “¥ports dnd imports of the

Sand was @4 ;
900,000 ‘?: %3,1000.000 as aginst $18,-

Rican rovernment,
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| has been made in having these priu-

| All the insular governments should

This is the hvgut-#

trade for any one year was that of
1806, wken it reached nearly $23,-
000,000. Last year, therefore, there
was double the trade that there was
in "the most prosperous yeéar under
the Spanish regime. There were
210,273 tons of sugar exported last
year, of the value of $14,186,319; $3,-
555,163 of tobaeco, and 28,290,322
pounds of coffee of the value of $3,-
481,102. Unfortunately, what used to
be Porto Rieo’s prime erop—coffee—
has not shared this prosperity. It
has never recovered from the dis-
aster of the hurricare, and moreover,
the benefit of threwing open " our
market to it has not compensated for
the loss inflicted by the closing of tha
markets to it abroad. I call your at-
tention to the accompanying memo-
rial on this subjeet of the board of
trade of San Juan, and I earnestly
hope that some measure will be taken
for the benefit of the exeellent and
high grade Porto Riean ecoffee.

In addition to delegations from the
hoard of trade and chamber of com-
w:roc vf San Juan, 1 also received
delézations from the Porto Riesa
Federation of Labor, and from tha
Coffiee Growers’ Assoeciation.

Question of Citizenship,

There is a matter to whieh I wish
..to call your speecial attention, and
that is the desirability of conferring
full American eitizenship upon ths
people of Porto Rieco. I most earn-
eastly hope that this will be done. I
can not see how any harm ean pos-
sibly result from it, and it seems to
me a matter of right and justice to
the people of Perto Rico. They are
loyal, they are glad to be under our
flag, they are making rapid progress
along the path of orderly liberty.
Surely we should show our apprecia-
tion of them, our pride in what they

tending recognition for what has thus
been done, by granting them  full
Ameriean ecitizenship.

Under the wise administration of
the present progyess has been made in
the diffienlt matter of granting to thg
people of the island the largest meas-
ure of seif-zovernment that ean with
safety be given at the present time.
It would have been a very serious
mistakes to have gone any faeter than
we have already gone in this diree-
tion. The Porto Rieans have com-
plete and absolute autonomy in all
their munieipal governments, the ou-
ly power over them possessed by the
insular government being that of re-
moving corrupt or inecompetent ma-
nieipal officials. This power has
never been exercised save on the
clearest proof of corruption or in-
competence—such as to jeopardiza2
the interests of the people of the is-
land; and under such circumstances
it has been fearlessly used to the
immense benefit of the people. Tt is
not a power with which it would be
safe, for the sake of the island itself,
to -dispense at present. The lower
Homnse is absolutely eleetive, while the
.pper House is appointive.  This
scheme is working well; no injustice
of any kind results from it, an.l
great benefit to the island, and it
should ecertainly not be changed at
this time. The machinery of the
elections is administered entirely by
the Porto Rican people themselves,
the Governor and couneil keeping on-
ly such supervision as is necessary
in order to insure an orderly clec-
tion. Any protest as to elsctoral
frauds is settled in the eourts. Here
again it would not be safe to make
any change in the present system.
The elections this year were absolutc-
lyv orderly, unaccompanied by any
disturbance; and no protest has been
made against the management of the
cleefions, although three contests are
‘ threatened, where the majorities
were very small and error was claim-
ed; the contests, of course, to be set-
dad in the courts. In short. the
Governor and council are co-operat-
ing with all of the most enlighiened
and most patriotic of the people of
Porto Rieo in educating the citizens
of this island in the principles qf or-
derly liberty. They are providing a
government based upon each eitizen ’s
self-respect, and the mutual respect
of all citizens; that is, based upon 1
rigid observance of the principles of
justice and honesty. It has not heen
casy to instil into the minds of peo-
ple unaccustomed to the exereise of
freedom, the two. basic "prmcnp}es_ of
our American system; the prineiple
that the majority must rule, and the
prineiple that the minority has rights
which must not be disregarded or
trampled upon. Yet real progress

ciples accepted as elementary, as the
foundations of suceessful self-govern-
ment.

I transmit herewith the report of
the Governor of Porto Rieo, sent to
the President thromgh the Secoretary
of State.

‘be placed in one bureau, either in
the pll)‘:apartment of War or the De-
partment of State. It 1s a qlwtaks
not so to' arrange our handling of
these islands at Washington as to be
able to take advantage of the ex-

have done, zad our'pleasure in ex-!

|

‘experience in connection with its ad-
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\ no d@iffereénce in cclor. Every cné who|

with the problems that from time to
time arise in another.

In conelusion let me express my
admiration for the work done by the
Congress when it enaeted the law
under which the island is now being
administered. After seeing the is-
land personally, and after five years’

ministration, it is but fair to those
who devised this law to say that it
would be well-nigh impossible to
bave devised any other which in the
actual working would have accom-
plished better results.
THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

The White House, Deceruber 11, 1906,

Contract Has Been Awarded.

for the building to be erected at th-
Jamestown Exposition by the Daugh- |
ters of the Confederacy all over the
country, has been awarded. The
building will cost $5,000 and will be a
reproduction of ‘‘Beauvoir,”’ the
home of Jefferson Davis, President of
the Confederacy, at Gulfport, Miss.

Cruiser Montana Launched.

Newport News, Va. Special—The
United States armored eruiser Mon-
tana was sucessfully launched at
Newport News ship yard in the pres-
ence of a large number of people.

The vessel was christened by Miss
Minnie Conrad, daughter of W. G.
Conrad, of Montana. Governor Toole,
represented by Martin Maginnis, the
former territorial delegate to Con-
gress.. The navy was not officially
represented. .

Enrigue C. Creel Mexican Ambassa-
dor to United States.

City of Mexico, Special.—It has
been officially announced by the Mex-
ican government that Enrique C.
Creel, Governor of the State of Chi-
huahua has been appointed Mexican
ambassador to the United States,
Senor Creel 15 of American descent
and is ene "of the wealthiest and
most_progressive men cf the republie.

Charged With Assassination of Fath-
er-in Law.

Columbus, Ga., Speeial. — Charles
Hardy was arrested near Chilpley,
this State, on the charge of having
assassinated his father-in-law, Char-
les H. Brooks, several days ago. Har-
ly disappeared after a coroner’s jury

fixed the erime upon him. Brooks
was a well-to-do farmer, a posse was
formed and pursued and captured
him.

Six Men Blown to Shreds.

Knoxville, Tenn., Speeial.—Six
men met instant deaths Saturday af-
ternoon in a dynamite explosion about
24 miles from Newport, Tenn., ani
just aeross the State line fre North
Carolina. They were employed on
reeonstruction in building an exteu-
sion to the Tennessee & North Caro-
lina Railroad. A load of dynamite
for a blest exploded while being
tampered, tearing six men Into
shreds and scriously injuring a sev-
enth.

New Corporations.

Certificates of incorporation were
issued from the office of the, Seere-
tary of State to the following enter-
prises: '

Home Supply Companv, of New
Bern. The object is to do a general
mercantilé husiness.

The total authorized eapital stoek
is $5,000 and the incorporation will
commence business with $2,500 paid

The Hanson Mill Company, of
Dillsboro, in Jackson eounty, to do a
general milling business, that is,
erinding and preparing all kinds ot
grains into flour, meal, feed stuffs,
ete. The corporation is also authoriz-
éd to do a cotton manufacturing bus-
iness,

The total authorized eapital is $50,-
000. The ecompany will commenece
busginess with $15,000,

Tha incorporators ave: Messrs, W.
(G. Hanson, of Minneola; Fla.; C. D.
W. Colby and Joseph J. Hooker, of
Dillsbore, N. C.

BUY FEW EXTRA YARDS. .

In -buving colored lawans, dimity,
mull, gingham or any wash goods,
puv| enough extra to make over the
wn;i t and sleeves the next season,
for /there 'is sure to be a change in
fash'on that wiil make your dregs
look antiquated. And whenever ¥oOu
launder the dress put in the extra
material: it will not need to be ironed,
but wash it with the dress, S0 when
making over time comes there will be

has ever tried to/Tade a piece of new
“cloth to match exactly the worn,

Norfolk, Va., Special—The ¢ontraet

HLL ARE HOME BIDERS

"
<

' American Contractors to Get
Panama Canal Job

MANY CHANGES IN CONTRACTS

Many Changes Agreed to in Form of
-Contract for Construction. But
- Most Important is Announcemeni
by Chairman Shonts That Only
- Proposals by American Firms Wil
“Be Received.

‘Washington, Speecial.—Foreign eon-
traetors are to ze barred from compe-
tition for the eéompletion of the Pap-
ama Canal. Chairman Shorts, of
the Isthmian Canal commission, made
this announcement. Many changes
have been agreed to in the form of
contract t® be ehtered into for the
construction of the canal, but the
most important is the limiting of
sroposals to Ameriean firms.  The
ight will be reserved by the commis-
sicn to rejeet all the bids submitted;
in case none of them is satisfactory
and the ecommissinn will then either
throw the competition open to for-
eign bidders or proceed with the
work without contract. January 12
is the date set for the opening of
proposals.

A substantial reduetimj'l 111 the -bond
of the sueccessful bidders was also
made by the commission, in eompli-
anee with the request of prospeective
bidders. The bond will be only $2,-
000,000 and the total liability of the
contractor is to be limited to the loss
of pereentage and premiums other-
wise payable to the contractor and
£3,000,000 in addition. Chairman
Shonts indicated other changes as

%l lows:

*¥To relieve the contractor from re-
sponsibility for the use of defeetive

materials, or for the preparation for
use of the same, provided he has re-
quested the- chief engineer in writing
for the definite approval of the ma-
terials, or the preparation for use
thereof, and the chief engineer after
a reasonable time fails to aet upoa
-such request.

“‘To provide for a later change in
the estimated cost and time of con-
structure, as orieinally agreed to by
the engineering eommittee, in case the
plans and speeifications for the ecn-
struetion of the ecanal shall be ma-
terially altered in any respeet; or if
it shall be made to appear to the
President of the United States that
the estimates are based on physieal
data so erroneous as to affeet the es-
timated cost and time of construetion
or that the estimates have become
substantially inequitable by reason of
the intervention of an act of God or
a publie .enemy; or for any other ma-
Jterial eanse which shall not have
been ¢aken -into aecount by the en-
gineering committee in makine their
estimates, and for whieh the contrae-
tor is no responsible. °

“‘It was also provided that in case
minate the econtract, when the con-
traetor 18 not in defanlt, the contrae-
tor shall be paid the cost of the work
performed by him to date, and
$250,000 in addition to such pereent-
age as may have been earned by him
upon such cost up to that time,

““The responsibility of the contraet-
or to the eommissioner for all in-
juries or damages infliected upon the
plant, eanal, or its auxiliary works,
is limited to neglizence of himself,
or any of his employes, or ‘subeon-
tractors, or the employes of such sub-
contraetors.”’

Two Kill2d and Two Injured.

Donaldsville, La., Speeial.—Four
persons were killed and two serious-
ly injured in a head on ecollision be-

tween a passenger and a freight train
at a long eurve unear here on the Tex-
as & Pacific Railroad. All the fatali-
ties were among members of the
train erews, no passengers being seri-
ously hurt. :

Green and Gaynor Appeal.

Macon, Ga., Special.—The appeal
for a new trial in the Greene anl
Gaynor ease, now before the United
States Cireuit Court of Appeals, will
be heard at New Orleans, on January
5, 1907 They have been in jail her2
for several months ponding appeal
for a new trial. Gaynor suffers aceute
pains from asthma and locomotor
ataxia, and under adviee of physic-
jans is permitted to take rides into
the country where fresh air and ex-
ercise sem to give him relief, DBoth
men are kept closely guarded within

i e s :
_{1 tie island’s history. Prior to the

i mugund in one, when dealing

knows what an impossibility it 1s.
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Bankers’ Scheme of Currency
Reform Not Sufficient

SECRETARY SHAW GIVES IDEAS

Se¢c. Shaw Appears Before House |
Committee on Banking and Curren-
¢y in 'Advocacy High Tax Credit
Currency Suggested Five Per Cent.
as Desirable Rate.

.

Washington, Speeial. — Secretary
Shaw appeared before the House com-
mittee on banking and eurreney in
advoeaey of a high taxed eredit eur-
rency, suggesting 5 per cent. as a de-
sirable rate. He emphasized the need
ut
expressed the opinion that the plan
framed by the American Bankers’ As.
sociation will not bring out sufficient
to be very useful. Granting that the
bankers’ plan results in the issuance
of $200,000,000 additional in national
bank notes, Mr. Shaw said that in his
opinion not more than $20,000,000
worth of these will be redeemed.

Mr. Shaw thought the bankers’
plan wholly inadequate to meet the
requirements of the eommercial world
and said it was encumbered with too
much machinery for the limited good
results he feels it is capable of ae-
complishing. He would not want to
be regarded as an opponent of the
measure suggested by the bankers be-
cause he felt that any step toward
relieving the demand for greater elas
ticity at eertain seasons of the year
was desirable, but urged that the
committee strive to frame a more ef-
fective measure.

It was urged by the Seeretary that
an effort should be made to make
all our eurrency elastic, rather thz}u
to impart elasticity to a eertain
amount of emergeney currency. Un-
der the bankers’ plan, he said, only
the eredit eurreney which goes into
redemption. There would be no rea-
son why private banks should seek

» redemption of national bank notes
and consequently they would make
no effort to do so. )

In the bankers’ plan national banks
are to be permitted to issue $25,000
additional notes for every $100,000 of
their eapital at an interest rate of
2 1-3 per cent. and an additional $12,-
500 with interest at the rate of B
per eent.

Episcopalians Withdraw.
Norfolk, Va., Special.—It develop-
ed that the Episecopalians, as a de-
nomination, have withdrawn -from
the proposed inter-denomination evan-

gelistic campaign to be conduetel
during the Jamestown Exposition
period. A meeting of the Virginia

State Baptist, Presbyterian and Meth-
odist eommittees has been ecalled for
December 18, when the local eommit-
tees of these denpminations will dis-
cuss with the State revresentatives
the situation as preseribed by the
withdrawal of the Episcopalians. It
is stated for the Episcopalians that
their withdrawal was because of no
disinelination to co-operate, but be-
‘cause of the rather unsettfed condi-
tions in two of the leading Episco-
pal churelies here, and further be-
cause it was not regarded that there
was as great need for the evangelistie
eempaign as some thought.

¥Yor Ship Sutsidy Measure.

Wa hington,  Special. —That Presi-
dent Roosevelt will send to Congress
a special message advoegting the pas-
sage as a ship subsidy measure at the
present session, was statad by several
members of the House. It was said
that the President had declared that
the recommendation
message was misunderstood. In that
message he said if it was found inex-
pedient to pass the Senate bill, a
measure should be passed to provide
for a few lines to South Ameriean
ports. He did not mean to minimize
the improtance of other features of
the bill, it is said, and now purposecs
to correet any false impression thaf
may have been gained by the House.

Twelve Business Houses Baurned and
Their Contents Destreyed.

Sharon, Ga., Speeial.—Sharon was
Friday morning visited by a disaster-
ous fire. Twelve business houses and
contents were totally consumed. There
was a loss of $50,000, with insurauce ,
of $10,000. The fire started in thel
drug store of Dr. L. R. Brown. The
flames spread rapidly, making a clean
sweep of everythinz except two brick
stores, the bank and’the Georgia Rail- |

road depot. ; 1
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Boy Brave and Nervy..

Lenoir, Speeial.—Saturday evening
four or five prisoners made an at-
tempt to break jail here, but were
prevented by the cool presence of
mind displayed by young Wilford
Smith, the sixteen-year-old son of the
sheriff. The jailer himself was not at
home and young Smith and his sister
were giving the prisoners ther supper.
The bay hod locked himself inside
the eage, but had the keys with him.
The prisoners notieing this faet made
an attempt to get the keys away from
him, but the boy bravely struevled to
the iron gate and threw the bunch of
keys out between the bars, leaving
himself locked up with the  disap-
pointed men. The sister sercamed for
help and in two or three minutes a
good crowd of people was on the
scene. The men were then all locked
in cells. =

Masons Will Build.

Greensboro, Special—At a joint
meeting of Greensboro and Corinth-
ian Lodge of Masons it was decided to
form a eorporation for the ereetioa
of a $50,000 Masonic temple. The
project was discussed with the uimosg
enthusiasm by those present and thrae
thousand dollars was subseribed in
a very little while. As soon as fiva
thousand dollars is subseribed a char-
ter will be seecured. Among the sites
mentioned for the building is the va-
cant Jot on the corner of Elm and
Gaston streets immediately south of
the City Hall and north of the coun-
ty court house. .

Leaped for Life.

Spencer, Special.—Enginzer H. D.
Major, of Speneer, was severely in-
jured near Reidsville, by falling from
his engine to the ground. It is learn-
ed that thre erown sheet of the boil-
er blew out and there was a terrifie
escape of stecam. In order to save
himself from a fatal sealding the en-
gineer jumped from the ecab to the
tender and his foot slipped, throwing
him violetly to the track below. He
was badly hurt in the back and sus-
tained severe bruises., The train was
making about twenty miles an hour
when the accident oecurred.

Boy’'s Skull Crushed..

Statesville, Special. — About two
weeks ago Thaddeus, 4-year-old son
of Mr. and Mrs. C. K. Edwards who
live near Claremont was kicked om
the head by a ecolt. His head was
erushed on the right side of the fron-
tal bone and he was brought to the
sanitarinm in Statesville for treat-

ment. A large piece of bone was re-
moved but surgieal skill could not
avail. The little boy retained con-

_seiousness for many days after the

injury and bore his suffering with
wonderful patience, but his life eb-
bed away, and Friday he died.

Cotton Association Annual Meeting.

Raleigh, Special—The annual mect
ing of the North Carolina Division of ,
the Southern Cotton Association will
be held hére on Wednesday, the see-
ond of January, and over a hundred
d:legates are expected to be present.
The officers now in charge of the as-
sociation are’ Chares (. Moore, pres-
ident; A. J. MeKinnon, vice presi-
dent; T. B. Parker, seeretary; Leo
D. Heartt, treasurer. The executive
committee is eomposed of H. C. Doek-
ery, A. C. Horne, A. C. Alexander, R,
H. Speight and A. C. Green.

War on Worldliness. _
Salisbury, Special.—Next - Sunday
the eongragation of the First Baptist
church will vote on a code of rules
designed to put an effectnal cheek to -

worldliness amongst the membership.

In brief the proposed rules provifle
that members who make, sell or in-
dnlge in aleoholie liquors, who gam-

ble, swear or refuse tg pay their debts
who engage in immoral ecnduet, who

dane2 or play eards, or who attend
the theatre, shall be the subjects of

-~

Putiting Dewn Pess.

Waynesville, Speeial.—It is stated,

that a railroad routz is being survey-
ed from Dillshoro or Sylva to East
La Port and frcm East La Port to
Lake Toxaway. This" new railroad,.
according #® rumor, is to be built by

the Southern and to couneet Brevard. .
with Seneca, S. C. and will give a di-

rect line soath.

It will open wvast.

timber and mineral-resonrees hithers ~_ ',

to untouched. ;

church disciyliue. | z,
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