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Barry And Changing Bedfellows by :
Major pewspaper editorial support In time GOP stalwart. Tt endorsed Goldwater ——

presidential elections has gome for many
years to Republican candidates in the Uni-
ted States. Such was the case four years
" ago when Richard M. Nixon ran against John
F. Kennedy.

But this year is shaping up as a sharp de-
parture from the condition. he normally Re-
publican Kansas City Star endorsed President
Johnson the other day. This past weekend
it was joined by the Houston Post and the
Dallas Times-Herald.

The Houston paper has not supported a
Democratic nominee since Fraklin D. Roose-
velt. The Dallas publication backed Nixos
four years ago. Both downplayed the signi-
ficance of Johnson's home base in their de-
clslons. Their emphasis was on Johnson's
qualificaitons and his performance since
President Kennedy's death.

On the other hand, nothing said or done
by either Goldwater or Johnson has shaken
the position of the Chicago Tribune, a long

right after the San Francisco convention and
reprinted the endorsement editorial for good
measure after the Democrats met in Atlan
tic City.

Despite the Tribune's entrenchment in
the Goldwater camp, most signs point to a
preponderance of newspaper support for

the Democratic tickett this fall. That may

not distress Goldwater, for Harry S. Truman
and John F. Kennedy proved that a presiden-
tial candidate can win against heavy news-
paper opposition.

But if nationwide polls of the people's
sentiment at this point are accurate, the
papers switching to Johnson are In the rare
position of agreeing with a majority of the
voters.

In seeking to give the volers a more pro-
nounced choice, the Republican delegates
apparently touched off a new kind of echa

~Charlotte Observer.

Making The Choice Clear

The Senate did the country a good turn
in this election year 1964 by passing a medi
cal care for the aged program to be financ
ed under Social Security. The bill, the so-
called Medicare Plan, still faces an uncer
tain fate in a House-Senate conference com
mittee. But already, a least the issue of
Democratic Party concern for old people all
over America is more clearly drawn. And
President Johnson, whose urging prompted
Senate passage, will one day sign this bill
into law.

The program is a meager one and ought
fo be no issue at all. And it would be lttle
fssue indeed this election year except for
the extreme right wing volce which now
_speaks for the Republican Party. Of course,
Senator Goldwater voted against this mea-
sure. He has made a cult of such votes.
Tt should be remembered that he also voted
against the 1980 Kerr-Mills Act, a similar

but far less adequate measure that to date
is useless even in this State which adopted it
more than a year ago by putting up $750,-
000 in matching funds,

Under the Medicare Plan nearly 20 mil-
Hon Americans past the age of 65 could re-
ceive some measure of relief from the astro-
nomical costs of prolonged Hiness. The ar
gument that such relief will cost too much
in Social Securlty taxes is the same as say-
ing the plight of these old people Is very
great. Senator Goldwater made a hurrled
airplane trip across the country to cast his
vote for ignoring the problem. President
Johnson has been quitely working behind the
m}hadvmethlslmmnnnd good
sense approach to relleve the plight. The
people do indeed have a choice to make In
November, and never before has the choice
been so appealing to decent instinects.
~The News & Observer

State Revenue “Looks Good”

IM;ﬂuhMmum!nfor
last month continue -to point to the fact
North Carolina’s economy is still on the up-

North Carolina revenues have gained
steadily ‘almost on a month-to-month basis
over the past few years, There is nothing in
sight to indicate a reversal of the trend or
that gains will level off in the near future.
On this basis, the state should, again, be
buflding up a substantial surpius for the cur-
rent fiscal pear.

If so, expanded services to the people
such as assuring the growth and develop-
ment of community colleges, capital impro-
vements for other institutions learning, and
continued emphasis on public school im-
provement should be considered.

There Is also the possibility that if state
revenues continue to result in large sur
pluses, the General Assembly will have an
obligation to consider the reduction of some
tax schedules for Tar Heels.
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