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the state’s main crop during a news conference
called for the announcement of a $241,000 Philip
Morris U.S.A. grant to tobacco extension and
agricultural education programs at North Caro-
lina State University. (Photo by Ralph Mills)

I guess the biggest hog-
killing 1 was ever at was back
when | was a youngster, and a
farmer down the road from
Grandpa, Mr. John, had
planned to kill three hogs one
cold morning. But Mr. John had
failed to notice the community
sharp-shooter was still about,
drunk from the night before. .
Mr. John made another mis-
take, too. He gave the sharp-
shooter a full box of rifle balls. .

..And before anyone knew what
was going on, that hungover
sharpshooter had shot and killed
thirteen hogs. . .

But that was @ little hog-
killing compared to the one I
went to last week. 1 went to
Cedar Rapids, lowa to the
Wilson Meat Packing Plant and
them suckers running at top
speed could kill and dress 980
hogs an hour. . .Now, THAT is a
hog-killing. .That is 7,840 in an
eight-hour day. . .Son-of-a-gun.
. .And that doesn't count the
steers and lambs that are
slaughtered at the same time. .
-And there ain’t no such thing
as & part of the hog they don't
us¢. . .The only thing in trash
cans is paper fowels they use to
dry their hands. . One fellow
said they use everything but the
squeal, but 1 think they found a

By Joe Lanler

How fast are we traveling?.
. - .About 500 miles an hour. . , .

flying?. . .39.000 feet, he says. .
How fast are we traveling?. .
How long before we will be in
lowa?. . .About 2 hours. . .How
long you been a pilot?. . Around
7 years. . .How much is this
plane worth?. . .It sold new for
about 3 million dollars. but it is
several years old now and is
worth about a million and a half.
. .Is it still in good shape?.!.

.Oh, yes, it has been completely

overhauled. . .Someone told me
Wilson sold this plane. If it is so
good, why did they sell it?. .
.They have a better deal leasing
it. . . Your answers are ok. | am
going back to my seat and think
them over, drink some coke, and
eat some peanuts. . .

Just like he said, in two hours
he set that jet down in Cedar
Rapids, lowa. ./ There were
three autos waiting for us, and
off we went #0 the motel. .
Checked in. .r.Twenty minutes
later we were at the Wilson
plant. .We were shown some
IGA beéef being marked and
packed. -Next we were
whisked out to the autos again
and headed down the highway
0 the Amana Colopries. . .They
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* It'skinda unysual the way the
trip eame about. | was _'g:t
finishing up with Son-of-a-Gun
last Wednesday when Charlie
Sutton, one of the meat men
from Quinn Wholesale came by
and told my wife he would like
me to go on & trip with him and
take some pictures. Well, after
several phone calls, she located
me and told me about the trip. |
thought she said Cedar Island. .
Well, 1 had just come from
Cedar Island the week before. .
.That is the jumping-off place
before catching the to
Ocracoke. .1 had spent about an
hour therg and had seen every-
thing there was to see! . .In fact,
I even know it is 302 steps from
the ferry dock to the tha
house. . | stepped it off twice. .
But | got wp with Charlie and
he said it was Cedar Rapids,
lowa. That put a whole nother
picture on the subject. .1 mean, 1
have zipped all around Duplin
County and most of North
Carolina in my GMC pickup and
VW, but taking off to lowa. .
.Now that is a bit far. . .Course,
1 was the second choice. . ,They
had a fellow lined up to go but at
the last minute he backed out. .
This made me a little leery, too.
. ."'If | were to go, when would
we leave?’ | asked. Charlie
replied, “‘In about an hour'. . .
."“Then, when would we get
back?"’. | asked. . .""Tomorrow
night’* Charlie replied. **We are
going to fly."". ..
Now, | have moseyed around
a lot of places, but these people
don’t mosey. . .Charlie drove us
to Raleigh-Durham Airport and
about 15 minutes later, in comes
this Wilson Company jet plane.
. .The pilot comes into the
lounge and asked if we are
. . Charlie tells him we
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commune life. "with everyone

for a common goal by

building and living off the land.

But strange things | noticed
as we drove along the road. .
.There were trees. . .The
only trees w .

ywhere elsé there was corn
corn. . Afi-the way to
the "Amana Colonies, these
Wilson people kept telling about
rhubarb wine made by the
-residents. and how | should try
it. . .Well, | swore off the
alcoholic beverages a long time
ago. ‘but these people ke
telling me how | shoald try it,
ang how 1 might never
a chance. . So I ordered a

all glass of wine, and ¢t mé

tell you, 1don’t care if Lnever do
get to try it again. . .That steff
was awful. .Ugh. . .After eating
pickled ham, stuffed ssusages,
smoked pork chops and pure old
country-fried potatoes, just like
Donna makes, we went back to
the motel and were told **Be up
and ready to eat at 7:30". ...

As soon as the meal was over,
off we went back to the Wilson
plant, put on a hard hat and a
meat-cutter's coat. . .And we
began walking and walked up
and down stairs and in and out
of freezers and along walk-
ways for the next 4 hours. .
.Must have been S0 miles. . .1
figure those working in the plant
must get along with each other
preity well because everybody
has a knife. . .And you don't
want to start no fight when
neighbor has a knife. . .And the
people knew what to do with a
knife. . .A couple of whacks and
out popped the bone. . .Didn"t
see anyone with bleeding
fingers either. . .

To give you an idea how large
that plant was, one of the
Wilson men with us said he had
worked there for three
this was the first ti
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