
Hard Times Hit Local Car Dealers
r

One Duplin dealer has
given up his new car dealer¬
ship and another was con¬

sidering dropping his, but
had not come to a decision
last Wednesday.
Both businessmen said

they were losing money be¬
cause of the high cost of
loans and the weak demand
for new cars. They believe
their problems typify those
faced by dealers across the
country.
Ray Bell of Bell Motors in

Kenansville said he has
dropped the American
Motors Co. dealership the
only new-car dealership in
Kenansville. He said he
expects dealers to go out of
business right and left, while
conditions are as they are at
the present.

Bell owns the property on
which the business is located
and can pay for any used cars
he has for sale, but he says
he can't afford to borrow
money to maintain a supply
of new cars.

Billy Phelps of Phelps Ford

i In addition to other eco¬
nomic problems, Phelps
noted farmers have had two
bad years in his trade area
and "just aren't buying right
now."
Phelps said he also carries

$80,000 in sppre parts for
servicing his customers' cars
and trucks.

"I've been here 19 years
and have four other
businesses that make a

profit, and I'm not going to
sit here and lose it all. Car
dealerships are very risky.
You are at the mercy of the
manufacturer and he takes
little risk, the dealer takes it
all." he added.

"I've seen a lot of ups and
downs in the car business
but I don't see any real
change in this downer until
at least March," commented
Bell. Bell said he and his
father had been American
Motors dealers here 21
years, but the bottom had
fallen out of it lately. AMC
dealers also have to pay for
their cars prior to delivery.

of Warsaw, one of the
county's largest dealerships,
said he might drop the Ford
dealership. However, he
added, "we're dickering now
and they've given in some.

My mind is not made up
right now, but 1 expect to
make a decision soon. They
(Ford) don't want me to drop
the franchise.

"I'm in a small town and
even so. interest on mv new
cars cost $8,000 last month
at 20 percent,'"' Phelps
added. "They^the manufac¬
turers) draft my bank
account Mr- my new cars
before they are even de¬
livered to me."
Phelps said he had to order

cars 60 to 90 days in advance
of delivery. "There's a lot of
guess work in this business
and you can really end up
with a bunch of stuff you
don't want," he commented.
"I used to sell 20 to 25
pick-ups a month, mostly to
farmers, but that's dried up
now and those pick-ups are

just sitting out there."

and Bell said that amounted
to SI ,500 in interest on the
cars last month. The
company is buying back the
last three new cars on the lot,
he said, as well as a portion
of the parts stock.

"I'll continue in the repair
and service and used car

business and maintain a

parts stock to service my
customers," he added.

Bell said his father,
Elmore Bell, now 71. started
the business in 1948 as a

Chrysler-Plymouth dealer.
That dealership was dropped
25 years ago, he added.

Board Approves
Reading, Math Program
The Duplin County Board

of Education approved a

SI.121,371 budget for a

special program aimed at
educationally disadvantaged
children at its second meet¬
ing held in May.

Ail money for the program
comes from federal funds
allocated under the Elemen¬
tary and Secondary Educa¬
tion Act.
The program serves 2,450

students in the county, ac¬

cording to Anne Jackson,
ESEA program supervisor.
She said it pays for 32
reading and math teachers,
30 aides and six support
personnel.
Board Member Graham

Phillips voted against the
budget, saying he did not
believe the board knew
enough about the program
and that more aides should
be hired and fewer teachers.
Voting for the program were

Jimmy Strickland, Pat
Broadrick and E.L. Boyette.
ESEA provides special

help for students in seventh,
eighth and ninth grade math
classes and for students in
4th through 11th grades in
reading. The program
supplements the regular
educational schedule.
Teachers in the program
cannot be used to replace
teachers in the regular class¬
rooms, said C. H. Yelverton,
county superintendent.

In other business:
. A pilot eye-testing pro¬

gram at B.F. Grady found
that 114 of its 443 students
failed to meet normal visual
requirements, according to
the report of two optome¬
trists, Dan Robinson of Wal¬
lace and John Moore of
Kenansville.

Boyette called the eye test
one of the most important
features of the school pro¬
gram saying, "If a student
can't see, he can't do the
work."
. Because of reduced

enrollment, the number of
state-assigned teaching slots

in the system will decline
from 307 at present to 2%.5
for the next school year.

L.S. Guy, assistant super¬
intendent in charge of per¬
sonnel, said enrollment has
been declining for the past
seven years. At present,
Duplin schools have about
9,600 students enrolled.

Duplin Seniors Earn
Advanced Credit At JSTC
In the first two weeks in

May. eight-seven Duplin
County high school seniors
took competency tests in
automotive mechanics and
business education. The
tests given annually at James
Sprunt Technical College are
a part of the Duplin County
Articulation Project, a co¬

operative program between
JSTC and the Duplin County
Public Schools. This multi-
agency state and local project
has received national
recognition.

In the area of auto me¬
chanics. thirty-three seniors
were tested: seventeen from
East Duplin; eight from
Wallace-Rose Hill: five from
North Duplin; and three from
James Kenan. Thiry-one of
the seniors earned some
advanced credit towards a

diploma in auto mechanics
from JSTC. twenty-three
earned credit for two
courses, and eight earned
credit for one course.

In the area of business
education, fifty-four were
tested: sixteen from East
Duplin; twenty-two from
James Kenan; and sixteen
from Wallace-Rose Hill.
These fifty-four seniors
earned credit for a total of
132 JSTC courses that are

applicable toward a degree in

Business Education.
Earning advanced credit

means that these graduating
seniors will not enroll in
courses in which they are

already competent, and they
can probably complete di¬
ploma requirements in less
than the normally required

CHARLIE GRAHAM RICH
WALLACE - Charlie Gra¬

ham Rich, 76. died Friday.
Funeral, Edgerton Funeral
Chapel. Burial. Rockfish
Memorial Cemetery.
Surviving: sister. Mrs.

George 0. Powell of Wallace;
brother. Fred Rich of Wal¬
lace.

ELERY PENNY GUTHRIE
KENANSVILLE Mrs.

Elery Penney Guthrie. 73,
died Friday. Funeral and
Graveside services. Golden
Grove Cemetery.

Surviving: son. C.B.
Guthrie. Jr. of Decatur. Ga.:
brother, J.B. Penney of Rose
Hill; sister. Mrs. A. A. Kafer. .

lime should they elect to
enroll at Jajnes Sprunt Tech¬
nical College. This reduced
time to complete diploma
requirements results in per¬
sonal savings to the students
and a saving of state and
county tax dollars.

Jr. of New Bern; two grand¬
children.

N.C. Dental Auxiliary
Elect Officers

Officers installed at the
State Dental Auxiliary meet¬
ing in Winston Salem on May
12, 1980 were Mrs. James
Howell of Greensboro as
President; Mrs. J.M. Korne-
gay of Warsaw as President-
Elect; Mrs. Robert Shankle
of Chapel Hill as Vice Pres¬
ident; Mrs. Robert Litton,
Greensboro as Recording

Secretary, Mrs. Thomas
Styers, Rural Hall, Corre¬
sponding Secretary and Mrs.
Stuart Fountain of Greens¬
boro as Treasurer.
A Luncheon at the

Forsythe Country Club was
one of the activities sched¬
uled for the ladies. Mrs.
Strom Thurmond was guest
speaker, using excerpts from
her book "Mother's Medi¬
cine". .

At the Dental Society's
Banquet Monday night, the
Auxiliary presented a check
for $49,500.60 to Dr. Robert
Shankle, University of North
Carolina Dental School, to be
used by The Dental Founda¬
tion of North Carolina. The
Auxiliary had made this
money during the past year
from a special project and
was the largest amount they
had ever given to the
Foundation.

CARD OF THANKS

Our sincere thanks to
everyone who remembered
us in so many kind and
throughtful ways after the
sudden death of our loved
one.
The family of Wayne Matthis

Changes * In

Kenansville Job
Service Office

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Grant.
Manager of the Keuansville
Job Service office, made the
following announcement.
"The Kenansville Job Ser¬
vice office of the North
Carolina Employment Secur¬
ity Commission is constantly
striving to serve the people
of Duplin County to the best
of their abilitv. We urge all
employers to cooperate to
make the services we offer
more beneficial to you. Use
our services, let us recruit
your employees and test for
you. We feel that we need to
emphasize our first priority
of placement and service to
employers and applicants. To
accomplish this goal the
Kenansville office staff will
work in E.S. Services with
job referral and placement
goals for our applicants Mon¬
day through Friday. Starting
the week of June 1, 1980,
new claims will be taken in
the Kenansville Job Service
office on Wednesday only.
Scotty Lockamy is the super-

visor in charge of placement
in the Kenansville office. We
urge all applicants to con¬
tinue to use the placement
services of the office Monday
through Friday from 8:30
A.M. to5:00 P.M.

If a person is unemployed
and seeking work they
should continue to come to
the Kenansville E.S.C. office
the First day they are avail¬
able for work. The Kenans¬
ville staff will make all effort
to find this person work, if
work can not be found im¬
mediately an appointment
will be made to the nearest

Wednesday to take an unem¬

ployment insurance claim, if
the applicant is eligible. No
time will be lost as we are on
calendar w eeks, and if neces¬
sary and legal, a claim can be
backdated. It is requested
that all employers please
send their employees with
temporary lay-off forms
(form 501) into the Kenans¬
ville office on Wednesday
only. If you, as an employer,
have as many as twenty new

temporary lay-off claims
(form 501) to be taker, on

your personnel we will make
arrangements to come to
your plant. Send only less
than twenty new temporary
lay-off claims (form 501) to
our office. Continued partial
or temporary lay-off claims
can be taken at your industry
or company in conjunction 8
with your office staff. Call 1
Dennis Kirby, supervisor in c

charge of claims in the r
Kenansville office for further e
information regarding
claims."
Mrs. Grant further stated,

"Help us to help all of the
citizens of Duplin County |better and emphasize the jpositive in our service which (js helping our people find
jobs."

John Phillips
Receives Eagle Scout Award

.

John Thomas Phillips, Jr.
of Warsaw received the
Eagle Scout award Sunday
morning, June 1, during
ceremonies at Johnson
Baptist Church where he is a
member.

Phillips, age 17, is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Tommie
Phillips. John, a junior at
Jame^ Kenan High School, is
a member of Troop 20 that is
sponsored by the Warsaw
Koiary Club. Since becoming
a Cub Scout at the age of
nine, he has been active in
scouting and has served as
scribe, assistant patrol
leader, and patrol leader.
John has attended Boy

Scout camp for three years
and in 1976 he hiked the
200-mile pilgrimage from
Fremont to Halifax in cele- I
bration of the nation's Bi- I
centennial. In 1977 he made |
the 100-mile canoe trip on \
the Cape Fear River from
Elizabethtown to Carolina
Beach.
John was a page for the

N.C. House of Representa¬
tives during the spring ses- /
sion of 1979. He also at- ^
tended Youth Legislative
Assembly in Raleigh in
March, 1980. This summer
John will serve as a senate

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Mr. and Mrs. Clifton Ken¬
nedy of Chinquapin an¬
nounce the birth of their son,
Bradley Clifton, on May 19,
1980, at Lenoir Memorial
Hospital in Kinston. Mrs.
Kennedy is the former Gayla
Lanier, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. James Earl Lanier of
Chinquapin. The paternal
grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Arnold Gordon
Kennedy of Beulaville.

Car radio antennas often
;et pitted by weather and
>ecome difficult to move. You
an avoid this difficulty by
ubbing a coat of wax on them,
ispecially in winter.

The plastic lid from a one

>ound can of coffee will fit
perfectly over a one-quart can
>f motor oil.

page fur the 1980 session of
the General Assembly, and
will attend Boys' State at
Wake Forest University in
Winston-Salem. Also on his
schedule in July is the Presi-

¦

dential Classroom in Wash¬
ington, D.C. and the 7th
annual North Carolina Youth
Seminar on Law, Leadershipand Government at ChaDel 4
Hill.
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AMOURETTE

is the prettiest push-up this side of Paris
by Formfit Rogers

4'esigned to be devastating with deep decolletugeind unbuttoned blouses, this lacy bra is underwtred for
perfect lift Cut low under the arms, scooped awayverywhere for the barest look Amourette proves for-

ver that less is mucn, much more.

25% Off Amourette Bras
Introductory SALE on...

BOB MACKIE t
designer lingerie only at

NGHT
216 Sampson St.
Clinton, NC wRItD
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