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Case Delayed, Howard
'Returned To Raleigh

The Rev. Sheldon Howard,
convicted of murdering
Kenansville native Inez
Quinn Jernigan in April,
1981, was returned to Raleigh
last Friday after being
brought to Kenansville to
stand trial in civil court.
The trial, which was

Aheduled for Wednesday,
June 2, involved the $20,000
loan Howard supposedly
owed Mrs. Jernigan at the
time of her murder. Charges

are being brought against
Howard by Mary J. William¬
son, Mrs. Jernigan's daugh¬
ter and executrix of her
estate. Although he pled
guilty to second-degree
murder last November,
Howard denied owing Mrs.
Jernigan the money. He
stated that he had paid back
the loan, but did not have a

receipt.
Apparently the civil case

was called off Tuesday while

Howard was still enroute to
Kenansville. Douglas P.
Connor, Howard's lawyer,
Filed a motion early in the
week to withdraw as counsel
to the defendant. The motion
was approved, leaving
Howard without legal repre¬
sentation.
When contacted at his

office in Mt. Olive, Connor
declined to comment on his
decision not to represent
Howard in the civil case,

saying only that "the public
record speaks for itself."
Howard spent three nights

in the Kenansville jail before
being taken back to Raleigh
around 9:30 a.m. Friday
morning. The former pastor
of Northeast Free Will
Baptist Church, Mount
Olive, is currently serving a
life sentence at Central Pri¬
son and will be eligible for
parole in 20 years.

Dozens Of Seniors To
*Join Military Service

Fifty-two graduating
seniors from three Duplin
County high schools plan to
enter U.S. Military service,
according to reports of school
guidance counselors.
AThe 52 seniors were from
Vkst Duplin, North Duplin
and James Kenan high
schools. Plans of Wallace-
Rose Hill High School
graduates were unavailable.
The four Duplin high schools
held graduation ceremonies
Friday night for 548 seniors.

Ninety of the graduates^
rrom the reputing . >:fj*
plan to attend a four-year
college, and plan to

atend two-year junior
lieges or technical schools.

Another 108 graduates will
seek jobs immediately.

East Duplin High School at
Beulaville graduated 182

seniors. Of the graduates. 52
plan to attend four-year col¬
leges, 54 to attend two-year
schools, 26 to join the mili¬
tary and 60 to seek local jobs.
Sixteen of the graduates
received scholarships.

East Duplin's valedicto¬
rian was Judith Taylor,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Carl Jarman Taylor of Deep
Run. Salutatorian was Mal¬
colm Jones, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ernest C. Jones of
Chinquapin.

East Duplin's enrollment
a* Tl®'-tudfiifc

seniors failed to receive
either diplomas or certifi¬
cates.
James Kenan High School,

east of Warsaw, graduated
124 seniors out of a total
enrollment of 530. Twenty-
two failed to receive either
diplomas or certificates. Of

the graduates, 30 plan to

attend four-year colleges, 48
to attend two-year institu¬
tions, 25 to enter the military
and 21 to enter the job
market.

Allen Roper, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Grant Roper of
Warsaw, was James Kenan's
valedictorian, and Kelly
Smith, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Al Smith of Warsaw,
salutatorian. Nineteen of the
graduates received scholar¬
ships valued at S62.%0.

North Duplin .High School
^graduated 66 seniors- <W,of
an enrollment of 290 stu¬
dents. Eighteen of the
graduates plan to attend
four-year colleges and 20.
two-year institutions. One
graduate plans to enter the
military. Twenty-seven plan
to seek jobs.

Seven of the graduates

received scholarships. Vale¬
dictorian was Gary Ray
Brock, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Herman Brock of Faison.
Salutatorian was Kenneth
Lee Davis, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Marvin Davis of Calyp-
SO.

The Wallace-Rose Hill
High School graduated 176
out of an enrollment of 750.
Valedictorian was SuLynn
Blanton, daughter of Bobby
and Mrs. Janice Blanton of
Wallace. Salutatorian was

Aljison Leah Mv^rnh-
daughtgr of Mr and Mrs.
Joseph W. Murphy of Wal¬
lace.
Tanya Denise Jordan,

daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
David Jordan of Wallace, will
attend the North Carolina
School of Mathematics and
Science this summer.

a Wallace Board
Receives Budget

The Wallace town board
received the 1982-83 fiscal
year budget recommendation
of $1,137,530 from Steve
fouth, town administrator.
9 a special meeting last
week. The recommendation
is approximately $150,000
less than the current budget.

Despite the proposed re¬

duction, the budget recom¬
mends retaining the 67 cents
per $100 assessed valuation
ad valorem tax rate because
of lower anticipated revenue
in the 1982-83 fiscal year.

#sst of the revenue decrease
expected in water receipts

due to reduction in industrial
water usage. Routh said.
However, the expected

decrease in amount of water

pumped by the system
brought about a decrease of
$30,600 in the proposed
budget for utilities. The
pumps are electrically
powered. The proposed bud¬
get allows $141,000 for utili-
#s, of which $88,500 would

be allocated for the water
and sewage system.
The property tax is ex¬

pected to bring in $291,835,
based on a 91.7 percent
collection rate and an as¬

sessed valuation of $47.50
million, an estimated $15,500
in previous years property
taxes will be collected during
the year.

If the 67-cent rate is ap¬
proved the owner of $50,000
worth of property would have
$335 in city property taxes
due in December.
The 1981-82 budget as

currently amended totals
$1,288,000, according to the
town administrator.

Routh said the town com¬
missioners had not had time
to study the budget and
make any comment on it.
"We'll probably be meeting
several times on it in the next
couple of weeks." he added.

liie budget hearing, re¬

quired prior to adoption of a

budget, will be held June 15

at the town hall.
Routh said the proposed

$401,253 for employee pay
and benefits includes a 6.5
percent across-the-board pay
increase. The total is ap¬
proximately $30,000 higher
than in the current budgetr.
One reason for the proposed
pay increase is the conver¬
sion from a private firm to
the state pension program.
Employees will pay into the
state program. In the past,
the town assumed the full
cost. Benefits under the state
program arc much better.
Routh said. The town will
have 51 employees in the
coming fiscal year, two less
than it had at the start of the
current year.
The budget calls for

$262,129 for the water and
sewer departments com¬

pared with $380,355 bud¬
geted a year ago. The de¬
partments will use an esti¬
mated $292,797 during the
current fiscal year. All of the

decrease appears in the
water department which is
expected to use $242,564 of
the $329,985 budgeted to it
for the current Fiscal year.
The $207,132 allocated for
water in the 1982-83 budget
proposal is $102,853 less
than the $329,985 budgeted
in June 1981. During the
current fiscal year, the town
has drilled a new well. Routh
added.
The proposed budget calls

for $212,174 for the 14-
member police department,
$101,035 for the sanitation
department, $87,976 for ad¬
ministration and $51,800 for
the street department . of
which $3S,000 would be for
utilities such as street lights.
The budget would provide
$283,680 for capital reserves.
No construction projects

are planned in the proposed
budget which Routh called
"pretty much of a status quo
proposal."

J liberty Cart Announces
I The liberty Tour For 1982

T>
THE LIBERTY CART will

.gain conduct Hi popular
LIBERTY TOUR dmlno the
1982 season, beginning July
9, through August 22. The
tour consists of visits to over

s IS historic homes and sites in
Kenansville, a nip to a

working winery in Rose Hill,
including a wine tasting
party, a visit to Liberty Hall,
^restored plantation home,
"nner at either The Country
Squire, or The Graham
House Inn, topped off by a

performance of THE LIBER¬
TY CART on Thursday thru
Sunday, evening, or GOD-
SPELL on Wednesday
evenings.
The tour package is avail¬

able to groups of 15 or more

persons. At a cost of $15 per
person, one of the best
entertainment values in any
part of the country. Dinner
alone, at either of the two
fine restaurants included in
the tour, is worth the price.
M«uy people journey to

Kenansville just to visit
Liberty Hall, browse through
Cowan Museum, or attend
THE LIBERTY CART. To be
able to accomplish all of this
in one afternoon and evening
is well worth considering.
You won't regret itl

According to . THE
LIBERTY CART staff, tours
are usually booked well in
advance, as only three
groups can be accommo¬

dated in any one day with
some tours being scheduled

m

as early as January. Mo>^
groups arrive by charterer
bus, or in vans, but thos
traveling by private auto cai
also be taken care of as lonj
as the minimum of IS pet
sons is met.
To book your tour, or fo

additional information
contact Jim Johnson
General Manager. THf
LIBKRTY CART, P.O. Bo:
470, Kcnansville, NC 28349
Hor phone (91S9) 296-0721.

SCHOOL DAYS - Despite the 50 years that have passed
since these former students attended Kenansville High
School together, most were present to enjoy their 50th and
51st high school reunion Saturday afternoon. Twenty-eight
members of the classes of '31 and '32, along with family
members and three former teachers, ate lunch at the
Graham House Inn and then toured the Cowan Museum.
Liberty Hall, the spring and the amphitheatre. CLASS OF
'32: Row one left to right: Louise Wells Mitchell,
Kenansville; Doris Newton Sitterson. Kenansville; Eliza¬
beth Grady Frasca. Indian Harbor Beach, Fla.; Tina Scott,

Rose Hill; and Blanche King-5th grade teacher, Troy. Row
two: Coral Williamson Miller, Fayetteville; Reba Pickett
Greene, Wilmington; Bertha Bland Bostic. Kenansvi'le;
Felton Rackley. Rose Hill; Amos Brinson, Kenansvil1
and Christine Whaley Williamson. Pink Hill. CLASS OF
"31: Row three: James Dobson. Kinston; Margaret
Yarbourough. Greensboro; Milton Whaley. Portsmouth.
Va.; Inez Brown Chestnutt, Kenansville; Jim Gradv.
Mount Olive. Not pictured Elizabeth Ferrell 7th grade
teacher. Magnolia: and William B. Murray, Jr.-Class of
"31.

Faison Board Adopts
Budget Ordinance

P X
By Sharon Overton

With only three citizens
present and no discussion in
opposition to the proposal,
the Faison Town Board
unanimously approved its
budget ordinance for the
1982-83 fiscal year last Wed¬
nesday night.

The total budget is
iOU.7"T. which represent* a
$17,017 increase over last
year's budget.
The board also passed a

second ordinance of resolu¬
tion concerning the recrea¬
tion committee. The resolu¬
tion abolishes the existing
committee and provides for a
recreation commission to

1* . place. T> e deriskr .3
dissolve the former recrea¬
tion committee stems partly
from the failure of several of
its members to cooperate
with the town in its investi¬
gation of alleged misuse of
funds within the recreation
department.

In forming the recreation
commission, the town places
all fund-raising and expendi¬
ture responsibilities in the
hands of commission mem¬
bers. The commission will
also hire a new recreation
director to replace Charles
Lee King, who is presently
under investigation by the
State Bureau of Investiga¬
tion. According to Faison
Town Clerk H "I Kelly.

"The cpfum- ion is -already
considering several applica¬
tions for the part-time posi¬
tion and will make a decision
as soon as possible."
Those appointed to the

recreation commission Wed¬
nesday night were Rev.
Charles Kirkland. chairman;
Francis King, secretary/
treasurer; Ed Flowers;
Norma Brock; Dr. A.J. Bul-
lard; Rev. C.A. Lingle; Glenn
Jernigan; Gary Roberts;
Willie Hill and Bill Fesper-
man.

In further business, the
board appointed Francis Me-
Colman to the historical
committee and Haywood
Custer to the board of ad¬
justments.

LIBERTY HALL RECEIVES GIFT - The Liberty Hall
Restoration Commission honored Mr. and Mrs. George
Elliott London of Raleigh at a luncheon at the Graham
House Inn in Kenansville recently. Thomas S. Kenan III.
chairman of the Commission, selected this occasion to

officially announce the gift of the London Collection of
North Carolina fine furniture made to Liberty Hall in
December. 1981. This highly prized collection of southern
antiques has been on loan at Liberty Hall, the ancestral
home of the Kenan family in Kenansville for ten years and
consists of 14 pieces. Included in this fine collection is a

dining room table, grandfather clock, blanket chest,
tables, slant top desk, mahogany bow-front Hepplewhite
sideboard, and an early North Carolina baby's cradle. In
colonial times. London's family owned plantations in
Elliott near Kenansville and near Fayetteville. and some of
the furniture came from these homes. In making the
announcement, Kenan remarked that the association |
between the Kenan and London families had continued for

'I many generations. He also stated that the value of this gift
makes it one of the most significant gifts to historic

e preservation in North Carolina. The furniture will be
n permanently displayed and known as The George and
B Francis London Collection and will greatly enhance the

beauty and historical significance of Liberty Hall.

New Appointments
Charles F. Eakin has been

appointed pastor of the
'Turkey-Friendship United
Methodist Churches and

\

I _

Robert C. Flynn will be at
The Wallace United
Methodist Church. These are
new appointments effective
June 17th.

>t

Librarian Will
Leave County

Roberta Williams, who
supervised the Duplin
County Dorothy B. Wight-
man Library's move into its
new quarters last summer,
will leave her position as

county librarian in August to
become head of the Brevard
library in Transylvania
County.
Ms. Williams became

county librarian in May 1980.
coming from the University
of North Carolina at Greens¬
boro where she was in charge
of the library periodical sec¬
tion.

She said the Brevard
library has twice the staff
and about six times the
circulation of the Duplin
County Library.

While not involved with
the design and location of the
library. Ms. Williams helped
with the planning of the
interior and supervised the
moving of about 38,000
volumes from the crowded
wing of the agricultural
building where it had been
located since 1965.
"We're still not 100 per¬

cent settled. We still have a
few bookt in storage. We're
just beginning to think how
to best use the building in
the interest of everyone,"
she said.

Six weeks ago she insti¬
tuted a new library card
system to reduce the amount
of time involved in checking
books in and out of the
library. Each user has a

number which is on the card.
Ms. Williams said 869 people
now have received their
cards.

Before taking the UNC-G
position, Ms. Williams
helped open a library in

Nigeria. Africa, under the
auspices of Ohio University.
She was born in Saxapahaw.
What is now the Duplin

County Library began in 1920
as a book collection gathered
by the Christian Endeavor
Society of Grove Presby¬
terian Church in Kcnans-
ville. The Thad Jones law
office became the first book
repository and served as a

community librarv. The
county acquired the building
in 1922 and used it as the
library until 195.1 when it
obtained a wooden structure
that had housed the Hamp¬
ton Williams law office and
moved it to county property
behind the present agri¬
cultural building. The library
is named for Miss Wight-
man. who became the
county's first full-time libra¬
rian and worked until she
died May 27. 19bh. She
willed her life savings of
$13,105.01 to the library. The
money was invested until
applied to the new library-
building.

Films To
Begin

The Duplin County Library
has scheduled three family
films to be shown at its
regular Wednesday Night at
the Movies programs this
summer.

All films will be shown on
the second Wedn. of
each month, with showtime
at 7 p.m. There is no
admission charge. Films are
shown in the children's area
of the new county library in
Kenansville.
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