by Joe Lanier

Duplin County’s Board of Commissioners attemrted to set up some type of
vehicle control policy a few years back. However, fear of losing a few votes, |
suppose, caused them to change their minds. What little they did do has
since been abandoned and their ability to control these vehicles was laughcd
al. They are so weak they even allow retired county workers to drive
taxpayer-owned and kept-up vehicles. County-owned vehicles, for the most
pari, are used as the driver so desires. Usually the justification is **I am paid
so little | deserve the use of their county vehicle for personal things.”" Fact of
the matter is that there are at least 50 people wanting that job and would, in
many cases, (ake i1 at $2,000 less than is now being paid. Though I hate to do
su, | must include the Sheriff's Department vehicles in this as there are some
who willfully abuse their privilege of vehicle use. . .This, |1 question if the
laxpayers mus! put un with the bad to get the good. . .It is good to have
Sheriff's Departmc .. personnel in local neighborhoods with a marked vehicle
parked for all to see in the deputy’s front yard, But, is it good enough to allow
the deputy to do as he sees fit with the vehicle. . . .Are the commissioners
asking the taxpayers to allow these cars to be used for personal use — to haul
tobacco hands — the haul personal groceries — to speed up and down the
highway abuve the posted limit — to haul frineds around — to abuse parking
laws. . .Is the good which the taxpayers ge! enough to put up with the bad
furced on them by a few. Don’t get me wrong. All folks driving county-owned
vehicles do not abuse them. . .Most certainly, most of the deputies dv what
they are hired 1o do — protect the public and enforce the law. They do not
abuse their privilege. . .Bul, here again, the few who do are going to force
those who don't into paying. In the present Internal Revenue Service (the in-
come lax people in Washington) packet, they are saying people who use
company-uwned vehicles should pay for the privilege of driving them to and
from work. They have sel a fee of $4 a day, saying it is worth $20 a week to be
able tu drive a vehicle home and to work. This includes county governments. .
.Yuu may recall a few years back, the siale government began charging those
employees who drive vehicles home a sei fee per month, Now the federal
givernmen!'s big and forceful hand that slaps everyone over backwards, is
swinging. New direclives out on vehicle record-keeping, il appears, will
cause a pule uf paperwork to accumulate that will match the Grand Coulee
Dam. As fulks are seeing the trouble it will cause, some of the things set vut
in the beginning are being changed. Perhaps this item will also be changed.
I' surely needs tu be. County governmenis need to control their own. Federal
governments need (o control their own. . .If the Feds are in control, why have
county governmenis?. . Although policies may now allow abuse in
county-owned vehicles, we on a local level can change it with our votes when
we lire of il. With the Feds in control, we will never be able to change
anything. I' takes too big a group tv change federal policy. No single county,
vr state, for thal matter, could force a change in federal policy. The bureau-
cracy is tou big. . . .Also, things tend to gel misinlerpreted. I think President
Reagan has misinierpreted his re-election. If he allows his budge! 1o continue
as presenied, | think he can kiss the White House goodbye the nex! time
around. The things that help local folks are being cul from this budgel, |
believe in a sirong defense. | believe that is all the Russians understand —
furce. . .1 dun’1 believe it takes a budge! as big as Wineberg is forcing on us
all. , .Bul, back (o this vehicle thing. Let's move from the county to private
business. Say IBM, for example, was allowing their people to drive their
aulos home. Now the Feds say these people have 1o pay 520 a week for the
privilege. . .Su, whai does IBM du? They add 520 a week to the employee's
paycheck. . .Now IBM adds that $20 1o the equipment they sell. When you
buy the equipment, you pay $20 more. . .S, who is paying this new tax?. .
-The same person that pays everything. .You, the consumer,
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New Work and Installation, Repair Work, Water Line Systems,
Industrial Pipe Maintenance, Welding, Trenching Service

Phone 568-4167 or 568-4019

The age of sateliite television is
here and with it comes a variety
of entertainment that astounds
the imagination. We have the
quality Drake recelvers along with
all the information you need to
make an intelligent choice. Take a
minute to stop by and watch the
world of satellite TV with your
own eyes. One look at the Drake
receiver and you'll be convinced.
A new era of television viewing is
waiting at your fingertips!

Carolina Earth Terminals, Inc.

Located on hwy. 241 between Beulavilie and Pink Hill
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easy-care no-wax flooring.

Now you can bring the long-lasting quality of an
Armstrong Nloor into your home - at a price that
won 1 last long' Select from a beautiful asson-
ment on sale But hurry in soon belore we
change our minds
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