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Dearborn station in Chicdgo,'the terminal for the Santa Fe, Monon, Wabash and C. & E. L. roads, was destroyed Dy
flumes the other night. This photograpl) was taken during the height of the conflagration.

“imwes Pestroy Chiéqgo Railway Station'-- ‘
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“HOW MANM TIMES HAVE T TOLDYOU THERE 15
NEVER To BE ANV SMOKING 1N THI9 RooM ¢ =

GET 6uT ! ‘

BESIDES - SOME VERY HIGHBROW LAD
COMING TO CALE THIS AFTERNOON —
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Find 630

Ttee That Pioneers Thought
Worthless Is Utilized -by
Many Manufacturers.

SCIENTISTS COME TO RESCUE

Took Years of Investigation and Ex-
periment—Difficult to Overcome
Inherited Natural Prejudice
That Wood Was Worthless.

Wushington.—At least 80 per cent
of the Amerlcan-born grandfathers
and grandmothers In the United States
are familiar with the slang meaning
of the word “basswood.” That Is be-
cause such a percentage of these ven-
eruble persons came from the section
of the country in which the basswood
tree is indigenous. The reuson for
the use of such n slang term was that
its colloquial meaning reflected the
opinfon of the value of the tree. When
our gramdparents wanted to describe
gn utterly worthless object or even a

person deemed to be worthless, such a |
person or object was said to bhe “bhass- |
wool.” hestuse of all the vast natural |

wealtin which the ploneers found in

this country the bhasswood tree wuas
consitlered of least value.
In the early doyi when the Ameri-

enn pioneer went into the wilderness

he had to depend on the things he |
his |

found in that environment to fill
evervday needs,  He must buaild his
himses of the native woods, he must
weave his clothes of native fihers and
nust raise his own food. Such a civ-
I!zation caused these people to put
definite values upon all the products
of nature. Evervthing had a value.
Hickory was good for ax handles and
ash for wagon spokes,
kinds of onk were excellent firewood,

but basswood was discovered to
g0d for nothing,
Its fibers wwere too spongy and

stringy to work ‘nto anything useful.
It was not strong to withstand pres-
gure. It did not last long, and it would
not burn well, Almost any other Kind
of waste wood at least would make a
good  fire, but basswood when set
altzht would sputter for a while and
out, and what little burning it
would do gave very little heat in com-
prrison with other fuels.

Yo it was not surprising that men
and women who must put definite
vaines on materials and on pecple sur-
romsline them should coin a vew word
for thelr language and agrae  that
Mhasswool™ should describg a useless
olrject or n worthless drone. In the
seates from the Atlantie coast to the
prairies and from Georgia and  Mis-
gl=sinpi to the Canadian line the bass-
wood tree grows in nearly .every coun-
ty and in this seetien the slung term
busswomd ean be hea:d among old peo-
ple to this day. )

Science to the wWescue.

If rhis were a play, at this peint the
words “linter seience in the form of
- the Depurtment of Agriculture” should
be written.  To pursue the Iantasy,
gience would be a Prince (harming
enme to nlter the life of Basswoad, the
Cinderelli of the forest, It tool some
vears of investigntion and experimen-
ti tion and the overcoming of tlLe in-
herited natural prejudice and belief
that basswood wes worthless, but
seicnee persisted and the other day
the Department of Agriculture issued
from its press a booklet devoted en-

tirely to this useless wood.
The hooklet lists 620 practical uses
of hnsswood!
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The despised Cinderelln of the for-
est, once the seorn of the pioneers,
Now 1s prized for many uses and chief-
Iy through the investigative work and
rimentation  of © twis  scientifie
wo gshop of Uncle Sam

The scientists of the department

ex)

Pine and all |

be |

Uses

for Basswood
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consider all the characteristics of a

commodity and select the good points.
Then they find the uses to which such
good points can be put. | swood 1s
a wood of peculiariy cleaiﬁwnnmce.
Because of its spongy tes ure it does
not split and therefore can be used in
small pieces, Such characteristics, on
consideration, were found to be very
desirable {n the manufacture of con-
talners for food, I’eople want to have
food packed in clean containers which
will not readily fall apart.
Used in Pail Trades.

So the humble basswood came Into
wide use in the manufacture of such
containers as lard palls, candy palils
and pails for a variety of other foods,
Its clean, white appearance was up-
preciated by housewlves and manufae-
turers are quick to discover what the
housewife, one of the best customers
in the world, wants, Woodenware was
the next development. Chopping bowls
and all sorts of wooden dishes were
made from the discarded basswood
which would not burn and was no
goodd for construction.  Soon another
| household use was developed and bass-
| wood appeared in the form of chil-
Here again its clean ap-
| pearance and its nonsplitting qualities
were valuable,  Also, [t light in
‘wu‘i;_:hr. and a basswood lHon enan be
| thrown much farther across the nur-
sery than one made of o material as
‘ heavy as oak,
| TI*ursuing the household iron-
ing boards, wringers and other things
| used in the laundry, where clean,
white woodwork is at a4 premium, were
made from it .

Nearly every one has seen the clean,
white little wooden boxes in which
comb honey is sold, and, at least sub-
conscionsly, thought how much more
{ appetizing the delicacy appeared be-
| cuuse of the appearance of the con-
j tainer. These-boxes, as well as many
| other supplies of apiaries, are made of
basswood,

Used in Fine Manufactures.

Once the prejudice was removed It
was discovered that lots of things
could be done with this wood if it were
properly sawed and dried. Parts.of I
were used for furniture. It became #
fuvorite material for dowels, the litile
eylindrical pieces of wood used to fit
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Fdren's toys.

Is

USES,

SEATTLE’S FAIREST

To Miss Maude Dakin goes the 1922
title of queen of Seattle, and the honor
of being adjudged the fairest daugh-
ter of the northwestern metropolis,
Shé was-chosen as queen of that city’'s
annual Dahlia exposition, Miss’ Dakin
is e'ghteen, blonde and blue-eyed.

4

-

‘to plant basswood as a profitable for-

| fattening right along.
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ng to a great height, and the hawk,

Flat Tire and Wooden Leg
Win Victory for Accused
New York.—A @at tire and a

wooden leg

Criminal court for C. G. Davis,

a curpenter, appealing a police

court sentence of five days In

the county jail and a $50 fine.

Patrolman Michael Carricato
testified that Davis was driving
his automobile in a zig-zag man-
ner and that he staggered when
he left the car. '

Davis sald the staggering was
due to his wooden leg, and the?
zlg-zagging of the car was due
to the flut tire,

)

pieces of wood together. such as ap-:
pear in the leaves of the dining-room
table. Nothing, It was found, would
add to the clean appearance of a-trav-
eling trunk any more than basswood, |
and so it wus used for the slder 01’1
trays and partitions, |

Picture frames and moldings, wherei
a1 nonsplitting materinl was necessary,
were found to be practical uses, and
finally the outecast basswood was put |
into such finé manufactures as musical |
instruments,

One of its uses puts this material In
every one's hands, Millions of matches
which are struck every day all around
the world have basswood sticks, Here
wits where the nonburning qualities of
the wood, which once made it despised, |
were capitalized,  Fires are set by
matches  thrown  away because they
hold fire too long. But the poor burn-
ing qualities of a basswood stick would
minimize the dangerous afterglow anil
the fire would not last after it wa
needed. ' i

So the progress continued. Kitghen
ecabinets, tobacco “boxes, shoe lasts,
Pullman-ear finishing, handles of al
sorts, thread spools, shade and map
rollers, pulleys, and, finally, even cas-
kets and eoffing were made in part at
lenst of basswood. In all 630 practical
uses, and every year new uses are be-
ing found. Even the stringy, ribbony
excelsior which comes packed around
dishes and other fragile "articles I8
made from the once rejected bass-
wood,

Productiof Runs H igh.

The total annual production 18 250,
000,000 hoard feet. The existing sup-
ply standing in the shape of bass-
wood trees in the United States s es-
timated at 9,000,000,(00 board feet.

From the lowly position it occupied
in the estimation ¢f our grandfgthers
it has risen to such a value tifit the
Department of Agriculture now is nd-
vising farmers who, have unused land

est crop. It grows rapidly and Is in-
flgenous over & wide area of the coun-
fry.

ITow industry, aided by investigative
seience, has developed this commodity
‘s repeated ih scores of instances if
ronnection with many other commodi-
ties and every such siep forward adds
millions to the total weuslth of the
Anmerican people, a

Hogs Fatten on Nuts.

Whitesburg, ‘Ky.—One of the hest
nut crops, consisting of acorns, beech-
nuts and hickory nuts, is now on in
the eastern Kentucky and southwest-
ern Virginia mountains, and hogs are
Farmers of the
mountains who have a surplus of
swine are lucky and will reap bounti.
ful harvests. It is said the crop [s the
largest in the history of the oldest In
habitants. N

Big Hawk Does Stunts.

Junction” City,” Kau.—A huge chick-
en hawk sharéd honors with the mili-
tary aviators m the Fort Riley fiying
circus recently. | The hawk made his
appearance while the stunt fiying was
in progress and singlhg out one of
the wmost- Caring of the fiyers, proceed-
ed to follow him tirough all his evo-
Jutions. . IFinally the fiyer turned the
nose of his machine upward, ascend-

&till following him, was lost to sight.
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 He'Packs a Wicked Wallop oy
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 INFORMATION LACKING
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Butcher—WasLit French chops your mother wanted little girl?' \

Little Lil—Mo

,+ STEADY

LIRNLMBREY
J
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her didn't mention no particular natignality.

WORKER AT MEALS.

Jasper—Doan lyo’ say Ah doan wuk. :i'se swingin’ de pick all de day.

Wifid-Yas, gﬂ yo'is, 80 ¥o' isx-wot time yo' ain't swingin’ yo' jaw.

ALL ANSWERED AT ONCE

Frank—I| want to get married. Do
you think | will? A

Maude—Don’'t ask me.

‘“‘He ought to

pe. If |I had
somebody to pay

y taxes and
{rovlde my
board and lodg-
ing, I'd feel

mighty friendly
myself.”

NATURAL QUESTION

“What kind of. coal do you usel”
uEgn'”
“Where can | get a dozenl”
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