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squalls, which Increased In fury as she
bravely continued on her way. Her
plight grew worse and worse, the
storms  opening up seams Jjn her,
through which the waters poured. The

crew threw loose cement Into the hold, 4

but succeeded only In clogging the
pumps. )

A few days before Christmas a gale
stripped every shred of sail from her
foremnsts and the Caragol drifted. On
December 26 the coal guve out and the
men burned parts of the deck. On
New Year's day e<ch man was rationed
to one sem biscuit au duy. On January
7 the lookout saw the smoke of a ship
on the horizon. The men went on thelr
knees on the decks and pruyed. The
stenmer sailed on.

IF'or three more days and nights the
Caragol drifted helplessly. Once the
Gulf stream carried her to within 50
miles of New York. But another gale
whipped out of the North Atlantie and
tossed her back to a point 190 mlles
southeast of the Nuntucket Llght,
where the lookout of the Kenowls, her-
self blown T00 miles off her course by
a gale, made out her distress lights
through a driving rain.

s Bank Examiners Do Thorough Job

L INGTON,  1LL.—President
v ley of the Furmers State

" Chenoy, northeast of
21l returned from

i “o~uined hils routine duties
e had hardly sett

-~ after w cusual look te
costnnt eashier and the
sete busy in their ap-
< thun there entered two
dressed as become
AMr.

neatly
& rs Une wore Spats.
v that at vnee,
M Andrews” sald the shorter
“rhe new stife bank ex-
(ur this distriet. This (and he
el the nun with him) s Mr.
iy assistant. We would like
aver vour hooks and accounts.
formulity, of course. We are
ne s wrong hour—"
wis expecting the ex-

et Loy
« i wigde them welcome, This
[
ny inferrupiion  was when
¢ oclock, a man In overalls,
ol worn, entered and [nguired
ink examiners,
e which you left at Towanda

e suid. T bhrought It over

+ ourside for you."

At 4 o'clock Miss Anna Sommers, the
ussistant cashier, and the bookkeeper
left. Forty-five minutes longer the in-
spection continued.

Then suddenly Kelley was selzed
from behind by the larger of the men.
The shorter jammed a revolver Into
Mr. Kelley’s midriff, threatening to kill
him If he made a sound. Then they
tied and gagged Mr. Kelley securely,
and placed him in a slde room. It
dawned on Mr. Kelley that the two
were not what they seemed.

The pair lelsurely went through the
vaults, taking all the cash on hand,
and also a lurge amount of bonds. A
checkup showed the loss amounted to
$184,000, largely personal to Mr. Kel-
ley and the directors.

The robbers went out quletly. stepped
into the automobile, the engine of
which was spinning under the guldance
of the mechanic, and drove out of
town toward the north.

Mrs. Fred Newman, wife of the
owner of a jewelry store next door to
the bank, heard Mr. Kelley's shouts
for help about 5:20 o'clock and called
Mayqr W. A. Chapman and Acting
Cashier C. H. Marriott, who relensed
Alr. Kelley.

o America Without Signboards!”

N ANTONIO, TEXAS.—Organ-
2o opnosition to th» roadside
dlvertisine abuse 18 developing
n ovurous purts of the United
weoording to O1d Spanish trail
« That organization has a de-
ot of bewutification with Mrs.
Pironght at the head, and the
N nisance is one of Its points
k. =ixteen truckloads of signs
been renpoved from the Old Span-
4l between San Antonlo and

women huilt up sentiment; they

ally ecalled on numerous prop-

wners il obtained slgned au-
ptions to remove signs from pri-
anids. The General Federation
wen's Clubs representing 3,000,-

omen have their national com-
working,

Antonio officials fell in step and

uwf signs along the city
were removed.  San Antonlo

p codinance requirlng A $15,000

g o lleense for erectinglsigns

nils

s oondinanee, It 1s stated, “will
ter Le enforced.  Helotes, 1
f=r =yn Antonio, cleared signs
X wbes of road.

According to a bulletin from Old
Spanish trall keadquarters, nearly 2,000
signs .have been removed this season
from the Adirondack park, New York,
thanks to a new law and active com-
mittees. llaagnchuuetts now llcenses
biflboards from year to year at $50
annual license. Billboard men have al-

ready allowed permits to elapse for |

3,000 billboards.

In Minnesota signs valued at mil-
lions of dollars were torn down pur-
suant to a law of 1923, authorizing the
highway commissien to clear the road-
ways.

The committee of the Minnesota Fed-
erated Women's clubs made this sig-
nificant statement to the legislature:
“Signboards mar the state's beauty;
they are a menace to public sufety;
their owners do not pay taxes com-
mensurute with thelr Incomes; they
are state beneflclaries, because without
state highways they would have to go
out of business; they tend to lower
nelghboring property values; they shut
out light and alr feom bulldings In con-
gested dlstricts, and Increase fire
hazards."

ose Are These Rockefeller Millions?

HANAOL IS —Harold F. McCor-

P51 s 1] sult here ta prevent
vt wife, Edith Rockefeller
% from coming into pas-

: 120 ~21 shares of Stundard

stuck. The securlties
e than 37,500,000 and
st fund created by Mrs.

futher, Johm D. Rocke-
k filed the sult In the
granddaughter, Anlta
< now nine months old,
Her of Max Oser, the Swiss
aster, il his wife, who was

Metusmick, The Oserssare
Vitd o swirzerland—or at least

e

horick maintains that Mrs.
; ved her right to the
st il of 12,000 shares on
| v, These 12,000 shares
nns of stock dividends,
+ shiares and their mar-
: teregsed many times.
o 1. HRockefeller estab-
T he stipulated that the
tut to be touched, byl

that, of the Income, $30,000 was to be |-

pald to Mr. McCormick and the re-
mainder to his wife, In the documenl
he repeatedly sald he was more con-
cerned with keeping his grandchlidren
from haying too much money than In
seelng that they got vast riches,

The petition alleges that Mrs. Mec-
Cormick Is attempting now to galn
control of the stock, although she for-
mally released her rights to It In 1918,
The 123,824 shares involved constitute
approximately half of the trust fund
created by John D. Rockefeller, Sr.,, for
his grandchildren.

The defendants In the suit include
the trust committee, consisting of John
D. Rockefeller, Sr., Cyrus McCormick,
E. Parmalee Prentice, and Willard 8.
Richardson of New York and Bertram
Cutler of New Jersey. The sult seeks
to restrain this committee from recom-
mending the transfer to Mrs. McCor-
mick. The suit also seeks to restraln
the tramsfer from being made by the
Standard Oll Company of Indlana.

John D. Rockefeller, Sr., in the
menntime, 18 playlng golf in Florida.

Ami

LA.—This city Is tak-
| sreiet airs powadays. It
< ‘0 be the fastest grow-
nmunity in the United

1920 shows an
per cent in the pre-
Itut Minmi claims that
i the story, The 1920
5 |m]=lliil£iln as 29,571.
dlms @ permunent popu-
v than H0000 and more
tiber of winter visltors
1 of the country. And
len the village of Mliaml
ited, there were but two

' vnsus wf

vment to Mr, Flagler to
lroud from West Palm

the lute Mrs, Julla D.

" AMes Mary Brickell, the two
S sttlers of this gectlon, each
o Visler nnd his hallroad en-
Uoietwern 30 and 400 acres In
i b out In 1896 as the town
2 ml comprising some 1,100
Fhis nroperty was placed on the
T lisiness and resldence lots.
"t owith 50-foot frontage on

Claims Championship in Growth

what s known as Twelfth street, and
the maln east and west thoroughfare
and between what I1s now South Miaml
avenue and the bay, were offered along
Flagler street at $1,000 each for the
corner lots and $785 for the Inside lots.

These properties are now conserva-
tively valued at $5,000 a front foot re-
gardless of the bulldings erected upon
them, or $2350,000 for a 50-foot front
corner lot, an Increase of 24,000 per
cent, or an average of 922 per cent a
year. In the case of the Townley
Brothers, who hdve two lots at the cor-
ner of Flagler street and Northeast
First avenue, the value would be double
the preceding figures, or a half miilion.

In® the county
located there are 1,450,720 acres at the
extreme southern end of the Florida
peninsnla, with the Atlantic ocean on
the east and an arm gt. the Gulf of
Mexico on the south. Of this vast ter-
ritory but 35,000 acres are under cultl-
vation. Much of the remaining acreage
lles in the Everglades, which the drain
age plans of the state are gradually

opening to cultivation.

in which Miami is|.
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Tribesmen in

_ Great Migration

. ¢

Provide Modc;rn Prototype
of March of Children

of Israel.

-

Washington.—Bakhtlarl tribesmen,
again In revolt against ‘the Persian
government, provide a modern proto-
tvpe of the march of the Children of
Israel out of the wlilderness, accord-
ing to a bulletin from the Washington
headquarters of the National Geo-
graphle soclety.

“Only In the case of the Bakhtlarls,
who live in the ‘Wild West' of Persia,
their pllgrimage Is accomplished every
slx months, and the trall traverses
snow-covered mountuins, lcy streams,
and other obstacles along what has
been called the 'wickedest 200 miles In
all the world.’ .

Thunder of Half a'Million Hoofs!

“Along with 50,000 of the men, wom-
en and children on thelr semi-annual
Odyssey go some half a million cattle.
The tribesmenlive ‘on the cattle and
the cattle llvé'on grass. Only during
the winter months is there grazing on
the scorching littoral of the Perslan
gulf; and only In the summer months
Is there grass on the plateau country
back of the Bakhtlarl mountain range.
Hence people and cattle have to move
with the seasons. |

“When the Bakhtlarls knoek down
thelr black and orange and white tents
to go In search of grass they pile thelr
household effects on the backs of their
animals, and atop these cargoes ride
the Iambs, the calves and the chick-
ens. Their women strap to their backs
thelr crude wooden cradles, In which
they carry their bables and thelr hus-
bands’ guns.

“If an observer wounld get the eple
quality of this mammoth migration he
should station himself beslde a stream
—one of the torrential, icy-cold moun-
taln rivers. First the tribesmen make
rafts underiaid with Inflated goat
skins and on these they entrust wom-
en and children, the younger animals
and thelr meager household effects.
Then they drive their horses, cows and
sheep Into the swirling stream. The
goats alone refuse to swim and, per-
haps In return for the use of thelr

ACCUSED OF BRIBERY
- |

A. E. Surtain, deposed warden of
Atlanta penitentiary, who has been
indicted by the federal grand Jury In
Atlanta, Ga., on the charge of
bribery. Sartain is charged with hav-
solicited and accepted $5,000
from C. C. Tuton, a prisoner, for as-
signment as chauffeur for the prison
physician.

dead comrades' skins, crogs on the
rafts,

“The roar of the falls above, the
screeching of animals, 'the cries of the
dying beasts caught In whirlpools, and
the yelling of the men go to make up
4 din that 1s weird and unparalleled.
Finally the men themselves take the
ley plunge. This scene i8.pot a matter
of hours, but of days, end the cross-
Ing I8 continued through the moonlight
nights. .

*The next high light of the trip
comes with the mountains where men
and women discard shoes and break
tralls through snow-filled ravines and
along Icy passes, ever higher and high-
er, untll, when the summit {8 reached,
the weaker humans and anlmals have
been left bleeding, freezing and starv-
ing on the steep trails. A panorama
of the serpentine line, twisting and
twining from the valley below, as far
as the eye can see, is one of the most
pleturesque spectacles of human geog-
raphy. The cllmax of the mount
cllmbing comes with the ascent of th
glant and seemingly Inaccessible Zar-
deh Kuh, some 12,000 1eet high.

“The Bakhtlaris do not bow to Te-
heran; they continually are at war
with the Lurs and other nelghboring
tribesmen. They are ruled by tribai
chieftains. Thelr men value women
lightly, using them as beasts of bur-
den, and pay slight attention to thelr
daughters. Thelr sons they teach to
shoot and swim and ride by the#me
they are nine or ten years old.”

CRIPPLED CHAMPION

Although Peter Machovitz, aged
thirteen, one of the children at Bt.
Pdul's Orphan asylum, Idlewood, Pa.,
has only one arm and one leg, he Is
the champlon roller skater of the
whole place, Peter lost his arm and
leg In a rallroad accident about seven

yeafts ago.

French Planes

Smaller Machines With In-
creased Engine Power
in Demand.

Parls.—Speed, speed and more speed
was the main object toward which alr
plane manufacturers strived during
1924, judging by the exhibits shown at
the ninth French aviation salon in the
Grand Palals, '

It spems as If the tremd toward
monstrous machines, with welght-lift-
Ing capacity ranging from three to
tive tons, has been abandoned.

In order to achleve speed, the de-
signers and manufacturers have re-
verted to monoplanes and sesquiplanes,
all-metal wings and powerful motors
bullt as,light as possible.

“The manufacturers must build what-
ever the customer wants,” sald BE. De-
wolitinne. “In our case, the customer
Is the state and the state wants fast
planes, so It is up to us to supply
them.” !
Has Orders for 300 Machinea.

There are orders for 300 of these
fast planes now on file at the De-
woltinne plant for delivery In 1925
They are distributed among the follow-
ing governments: Yugo-Slavia, Italy,
Czechoslovakia, Belgium and Japan
It Is understood the largest order
comes from the far eastern country.

Nleuport presenta a Besquiplane
armed with four machine guns, despite
the fact that it ls only 7.50 meters In
length and has a wing spread of only
12 meters. They say Its 450 horse-
power motor can haul that plane at a
rate of 300 kllometers per hour for
three solid hours. It has a lifting ca-
pacity of 500 kilos.

Potez, Salmson, Breguet and Caud-

Feature Speed

ron all turned In “pursult planes” with
dimensions and lifting capacity similar
to the Nleuport. They all claim to be
able to fly between 250 and 800 kilo-
metérs an hour.

Farman alone exhibits a huge bomb-
ing biplane, equipped with four 500
hodse-power motors, which weighs 11,-
000 kilos when ready to take the alr.
This weight Includes 2,500 kilos of
bombs and 2,000 kilos of fuel.

Carries Load ot Bombs and Gune.

The armament of this alr crulser con-
gists of 82 bombs of 5668 kilos each,
with seven to ten bombs of 100 and 200
kilos, all arranged with automatic re-
lease. Provision 18 made for bombs of
500 kllos Instead of the lighter bombs
when necessary,

Two machine guns, one fore and an-
other aft, complete the military equip-
ment.

It carries a crew of seven men—two
machine gunners, two pllots, two me-
chanics and a navigating officer, who
also acts as bombing expert.

A Salmson motor capable of devel-
oping 480 horse-power and welghing
only 330 kilos was the subjeet of much
scrutiny by the experts.

To the layman one of the most pop-
plar features of the salon has been the
Breguet machine, with which Capt
Pelletler d'Olsy flew from Paris to
Shanghal

The motor which propelled the plane
from Parls to Hanol has been taken
apart, and the worn condition of some
of the pleces, just holding by a thread.
bas been giving the visitors a thrill as
they discuss “what might have been.”

The flying and building of toy air-
planes has been taken up by aviation
enthuslasts In France, where contests
are held under the supervision of the
air ministry.

How _Gold Rushers Found Sacramento 77 Years Ago

Seventy-seven years ago on January 24, g
rush to the coasl began, the city of Sacramen

tion of an old wood cut.

T Lo R R R i L R K

old was discovered In Callfornla. In that year, 1848, when the great

to was the village seen In the

L4

accompanying illustration, a reproduc-

MAKES A PROFIT OF $90,000
WITHOUT CASH INVESTMENT

Texas Man' Earns $1,500 Every 20
Hours for 60 Days by Truck-
ing Oll Supplies.

Wortham, Texas. — John Rlley
stands to clean up $80,000 in 60 days
on & “shoe-string” Investment. He
was attracted here by the recent blg
uil discovery and upon arrival found
that there was A& freight, blockade,
due to the enormous increase of rall-

road trafiic.

The oll operators and other persons.
were clamoring for thelr shipments
of derrick timbers, well: equlpment
und general supplies. Rlley bad only
o few dollars In his pockets, but 1t
occurred to him that he might turn
the car blockade to his personal finan-
cial advantage. He qulckly learned

that the louded cars were for the

most part tied up In the yards at
Mexia, ten miles south of the new
‘pil fleld, and that the congestion was

also In Wortham and upon the sid-

Iings of the rallroad between here and |

Mexla.

The biggest operator In the fleld
is the Humphreys-Boyd Oll company.
Riley went to the office of Col. W.
E. Humphreys, head of the company.
He refused to state his business to
any but Colonel Humphreys himself.

“(lolonel, I've 15 big trucks. How
much will you give me for thelr
usef
' Without hesitatlon Colonel Hum-
phreys said: a
" “One hundred dollars a day each
for ten hours.”

Riley closed the deal, hopped a
train for Wichita Falls, hunted up
15 truck drivers who owned thelr own
trucks, engaged them at $50 a day
each for ten hours and an additional
driver for ten hours night service and
returned to Wortham and closed an-
other deal for use of the trucks dur-

i .
ing ten hours of the night at $100

each. The contract runs 60 days.
giving him' $1,500 profit every 20
hours, or $80,000, without any capltal
"except his own abllity to see an op-
portunity and seize it.

Aids Puzzle Fans .'

Baltimore.—For the use of cross
word solvers the Baltimore & Ohlo
rallroad has Installed standard diction-
aries on observation and club cars on
all through tralns on the main line. If
the puzzle fans increase the company
probably will provide dictionaries in
cars on branch lines, it was sald at
the general offices.

Mouse Cripples Car

Danvllle, Va.—Finding that his auto-
moblle engine falled to function prop-
erly, R. A, Poteat made an examina-
tion of it and found a mouse caught
In the carburetor. The animal appar-
ently had entered the car by way of
the exhaust pipe and crawled through
the iIntake manifold Into the car

buretor.

Who Is President ahd When and How?

ASHINGTON, — Congress. 1s
apt soon to act In perfecting
the machinery for electing
our Presldents and vice pres-
In proposing a commission,

W

idents,

th&se pertinent questions:
the secretary of state suc-

| ceed to the presidency if for any -rea-

gon there Is no constitutlonally elect-
ed President March 4!

“Shall there be a speclal election or
does the person succeedicg to the
presidency fill out the unexpired
term? .

“If the election were ordered In
case of a vacancy In the office, could
it be for the unexpired term or would
It have to be for a term of four
years, thus disarrauging the four-year
 period of the government ?

“Does the commiseion of a cabinet
officer expire on March 4 and would
this prevent succession?

“.hall the cholce of a chlef execu-
tive be Intrusted to the house of rep-
‘resentatives about to go out of exist-
ence when such house' may even be
under control of the party defeated
at the preceding November election?

“Where the President-elect dles be-
fore the second ‘Wednesday In Febru-
,ary may the house of répresentatives
elect a President?

Representative Cable of Ohlo asks.

-“In case of fallure to count .the
votes and declare.the results by March
4, where the electors have not falled
to elect, but congress has falled to
declare the result, may the count con-
tinue? i
“Would the vice president-elect
succeed to the presidency should the
President-elect dle hefore March 4%
“If more than three persons voted

for as President should receive the

highest number and an equal number
of votes in the electoral college, and
suppose there were six candidates,
three of whom had an equal number,
who Is to be preferred?

“If there should be more than two
candldates for the vice presidency In
a similar category, for how many
then, and for whom, would the s&en-
ate vote?

“If a candldate for President should
die after the election and before Jan-
uary 12, and before the electors met,
how ghould they vote?

“If the President-elect should dle
after the electoral college has met and
before congress counted the vote, how
could the vote be counted? Or could
it be postponed?

“Should the congress, particularly
when repudiated by the people, con-
tinue to legislate? Or should a new
congress be convened?”

T WAS an extraordinary thing In

the senate the other day to hear

Robinson of Arkansas rallying to

the defense of Calvin Coolldge as
an honest man after such emphatie
fashion as this:

“As an American citizen and as a
senator of the United States, I be-
lleve that your President and my
President Is an honest man, I am a
Democrat, but If to be a Democrat
means that I must give myself and
my feeble powers to an unjust as-

ltical adversary, then I am not a
Democrat—but, thank God, I did not
i have to take my definition of democ-
racy from Grumbling George!
“Democrat as 1 am, I do not belleve
that tne President deserves to-be ac-
cused as the alleged Republican sen-
ator from Nebraska has accused him.
Democrat as I am, I resent the charge
and I combat the charge that Calvin
Coolidge Is a crook. For, sir, I do
not lose my character as n Democrat
or as an honest cltlzen when I re-
pudiate any measure based on the
assumption that the President ls dis-

sault upoa the character -of any po- |

Robinson ‘Says. Coolidge Is Honest Man

honest. 1 disagree with him touching
almost every important political prin-
ciple. I think that he Is wrong. I
think that his vlews on economic and
political questions are not In accord
with sound doctrine.

“But I do not slander him with ex-
pressed or Implled insinuation. Why,
sir, I could not find it in my thoughts
to oppose legislation on the theory
that he would dishonestly discharge
any duty or any obligation which the
Underwood Muscle Shoals bill would
{mpose upon him.

“He 1s my Presldent by the cholce
of the American people. I think they
made a mistake, but they had the
power and they made the cholce, and
it is just such insinuations as the sen-
ator from Nebraska has uttered In
this chamber that have given to Cal-
vin Coolidge a prestige and a power—
a far greater prestige and power than
his natural ablilities or the principles
he espouses have given him a right
to enjoy. For the polsoned darts of
Insinuation have been powerless to
plerce the shleld which honest man-

hood wears.”

LANS for the establishment of a
separate department of aeronau-
tics, unifying all alrcraft activ-
ities both in the army and the
navy under a single head, are bitterly
attacked by Secretary of War Weeks
in a letter sent to Congressman Mc-
Kenzle (Rep., Ill.), chairman of the
house military affairs committee.

“Creation of such a separate alr
fore¢ would end only in disaster In
time of war and should not be tol-
erated In time of peace,” the secre-
tary declared.

“In warfare, unity of command, Is
essential. Lack of such unity of com-
mand has probably been the cause of
more defeats and dlsasters in military
history than any other contributing
cause. It nearly caused defeat In, and
probably prolonged the two greatest
wars In our history—the Clvil war and
the World war.

“After such experlences It Is un-
thinkable that an$ nation could de-
llberately prepare its forces for na-
tional offense so as to Insure divided
responsibilities and divided command
in every possible theater of opera-

Weeks Against Army-Navy Air Service

tlons. Yet this is what the Curry bill,
which is now before congress, has un-
der consideration.”

The Curry bill, Introduced In the
house by Charles F. Curry (Rep,
Cal.), would create a department of
aeronautics and the position of sec- °
retary of aeronautics. It provides for
the organization, disposition and ad-
ministration of a United States alr
force, the development of clvil and
commercial aviation and the regula-
tion of the navigation of the alr.

Summarizing his objectlons, Secre-
tary Weeks pointed out what he con-
sldered the two principal defects of
the blil. These were, first, that the
proposed organization creates a trin-
ity of command for our defense forces,
with divided control in every possible
theater of operations, and second,
that It proposes an air service for the
army which Is not a permanent and
integral part of the army. This last
he sald violates the second great prin-
ciple of military organization—that
arms which are habitually to function
together In battle must form perma-
ent parts of the same organization.

ECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE
HOWARD MASON GORE re
vealed some unpublished polit-
fcal history to the Co-operative

Farmers' convention recently In ses-

elon at Washlngton.

Before the death of Secretary Wal-
lace, whom he succeeded, he was as-
sistant secretary of agriculture, and
content to remain so. But one day
last summer, before the West Vir-
ginla Republicans held their state
convention, Secretary Wallace came
stralght at the assistant secretary
~with this guestion:

“Look here, Howard, are you going
to run for governor of West Virginia?”

“No,” sald Mr. Gore. “I want to
stay in this work that brings me close
to problems of the farmers and helpg
me to help them more than I could In
any other office. It's my life and I
love it, and I belleve I am useful
in It.”

“HEven 80,” replied Wallace, “I think
you owe a higher duty, and I hope
you'll run for governor. 1 want you

Why and.Wherefore of Gore’s Election

to make the run. I want you to make
it for the honor of the farmers. What
I mean is this: You'll make it with-
out setting nelghbor against nelghbor.
You're a farmer born and bred—a
farmer among farmers—and they
know It and the politiclans know it.
Go out and show them—show the
country the kind of clean, neighborly
campalgn a farmer can conduct In a
highly Industrialized state.”

Now comes Mother Gore upon the
scenes. She is elghty-three years old,
and for a few days after her son, who
has been 17 years a widower, was
elected governor she worried a good
deal about what he would ;do alone In
“that blg white house"” on the banks
of the Kanawha river.

“Well,” sald she briskly, “I-was left
a widow with a big household to man-
age, and never was anybody, black or
white, rich or poor, turned away from
the door. And it must be that way
at the big white house as long as
Howard Is governor; and, to be sure
it's done, I'm golng down there to see
that it's done.”

AVAL engineers would hesitate
today to predict what the mili-
tary characteristics will be of
the first American battieships
to be built in replacement under the
Washington limitation treaty.

Aside from the fact that they will
be 25 per cent bigger than the’ pres-
ent naval leviathans, West Virginia,
Colorado and Maryland, and carry not
Ia'rger than 16-inch guns, they are un-
known quantities.

The first two replacement ships
may be laid down In 1831, to be com-
pleted In 1934, when the' 12-inch gun-
naes Florida and Utah will go to the
scrap heap. They will be 35,000 tons,
treaty measurement, which means al-
most 40,000 tons pre-treaty rating.
The West Virginla class of battle-
ships, now the biggest and hardest
hiting vessels afloat, are 82,000 t
old rating. i

Since the first post-treaty battle-
ships will be the British Rodney and
Nelson, to be completed in 1928, when
four_ ships of the present British

fleet of the King George V class will
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go to the junk man, wide Interest pre-
valls In naval circles everywhere as
to what their armament, speed, cruls-
ing radius, protéction, method of pro-
pulsion or other characteristics will
prove to be. '

Little I8 known generally as to the
British plans, developed since’ the
Washington conference, 3

But no naval officer is llkely to for-
get that the dreadnaught, first all-big-
gun ship to be bullt, virtually ren-
deréed obsolete every exlsting pre-
dreadnaught battleship of any navy.

That the new British ships will
have a new type of 16-lnch guns more
powerful than any yet afloat In any
mavy, Is taken as a foregone conclu-
sion. They will be the product of the
postwar years of study by British
experts of bitter war experlence with

‘fighiting ships.

It Is to be expected, therefore, im
the judgment of naval experts, that
they will outclass even the West Vir-
ginfa class in the American navy by
a margin beyond that of thelr 26 per
cent larger size. ;
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