POLK C

hirty Million Dollars

EDUCATIONAL
ROGRESS

IN CAROLINA

Twenty-Five years Ago North
Carolina Was Spending on
Schools Only =~One Million
Dollars Annually — Today
Over Thirty Millions—State
Forges Ahead Along All
Educational Lines—Has 1-
and Also Richest Universi-
ties in United States

Any comment on the educational

system of North Carolina suggests at
once that the stale POSSESSCS the old-
est stite university ang thy richest
the country —the
of North Carolina al
Duke uni-
college) at
fmportant

in 01,

university
the University
Chapel Hill and the other,
versity (formerly Trinity

purham. But the most

thing with regard to education in the
gtate began years ago.
Then Charles B,
of North
made his campaign on
good roads and good schools.
bad been elected, and had, unlike
most politicians, proveeded 10 show
that he was wholly in ecarnest about
what he had said on the stump. Up-
on his inauguration he said in his

inaugural address what might have
idle rhetoric coming

twenty five
Aycock became BOV-
Carolina. He had

ernor :
two issves:

becn taken as

from another man,

“On a hundreq platfroms to half
th. voters of the state” he sald, “in
the late, campaign | pledged the
sta.e, Its strength, its heart, Its
weatlh, o universal education 1
promised the poor, illiterate man,

bound to a life of toil and struggle
and poveriy, that lite should be
brighter for his girl and boy than it
bad been for him and the partner of
hls sorrows and joys 'y

“I pledged the wealth of the state
to the education of hls children. Men
of great
eagerly
declare

of wealth, representatives
corporations, applauded
declaration For part |
to You that it shal] be my constant
aim and effort, during the four years
that | shall endeavor Lo sorve the

my

my

He |

fir=t «hampioned effective

the vaus

Iv by oy Aveovk has won ©ofor it
VL. BB p bl confiden.e  and
steadily mounting approriations on

the part of the legislature.

The Gift of James B. Duke

Duke university had its bh. ginnings

s where different

of the rare oceasih
harmo-

religious denoniniations hav.

niously combined in the name of
education. In INGS it Dbeoie the
Normal College. the first institution
for the training of teachers in the
south In 1848 it beeams Trinity
|l‘ull'-;;.- and e under the direc-
[tion of the Methodist  Episcopal
Chureh South, In 1892 Trinity Col-
L WiLs yemorvid from Randolph

(o Durham, larzely through

county
offorts of Was=hington ke, who

the
vavpe $R5.000 to make cestain the
removal of the collvge,

Taxes on real and per onal prop-
erty are eollected Dby th countices.
‘!‘11,.- stite collects not of which
FE.O00 000 was (o he use:l for the
material expansion of 1h univer:
sitys the principal of thy Trust Tund
was then to he allowed Ty decnmu-
lite until it agin amonnt i e $40-
(0, Duke Umiversity  was then

receive approximately o thirg of

Lo
the interest of this trust {ind

Mr. Duke had previously shown his
oClle r¢ by pre-
its library
of

Trinity
bailding Loy
for the
hooks. donating  £H0,000 the
ereation of a domitory ad
dine with his brother, Denjrmin N,
ke en-
dowment in 1813

interest in
senting a1 new
$10,000 parvhuse
[or

hy

and
I‘_\'
sl

permanent
totwe: o 1901 and
the

FNO000 to 1S

1912 he contributed L0 000 to
current expenses of the  college, in
1922 gave $100 oon for h purpose,
amd in 1923 gave $Loowano for the
sndowment  fund .

In October 1925, he divl, Tess than
a year after he had ¢ v ted  his
great trusp fund, amd by his will it
was fonnd that he had , xvre ssed his
generesity o the umiver ity further
by the outright hequest ol 10,000,
opvand by the bequest ot it of his
residuary  estate. Theso  zift= have
el 00 bevond  question thee  most
richlv endowed  edueatio ! {nstitu

tion in the United States

people of this state, to redesm this
most solemn of our pledges.” |
|

Spending Them and Now

At that time the state was spend-
ing a littl, more than $1,000.000 an-
pually on its schools, The value 0[!
all school property was only a Hltl-‘i

than 31000000 Ther,: were |

1,200 among the
schoo] houses of the slate Thw
teachers received average salary
pt $23.46 4 month, There were 400 -
000 children attending  the public
pchools of that day. There
more than thirty public high achools,

It is little wonder thar Gov. Ay-
cock's doctrine of universal educa-
tion come as something of a novelty |
and that the men and women who
went up and down the stale preach-
fng the cause of education had to
wage an uphill fight.

Educational statistics of the pres-
ent day show how far Gov. Aycock's
couse has gone toward complete vic.
tory,  The annual school expenditures |
of the state are in the neighborhood
of $30,000,000. Only fifty-three of the |

1,200 log cabins are left. In 1889 30
percent of the population of the
state was illiterate; by 1920 the pvr-l
centage had been reduced to 13, and

more

nearly log c¢abins

an

Wereg No

Jthl.‘ progress made  alon:

HIGH SPOTS (i
DEVELOI M ENT

North Carolina!

What a tale of forward aotion!!

Fifty years  ag, th re wasn't a
solvent bank in ‘t’h‘n_- Sl

Filtly years ago  poverty 1tked
abroad |

Fifty years ago. next to Now Mex
e, .\'uhh Caroling was  pointegd to
as the most illiterate stat in the
I"nion

Fifty yestrs ago thers woaen't aode
coent highway in the state

Fifty years ago the =t.iv’'s  en-
foobled and afflicted sut o d  with-
out the touch of a helpine hand,

Fifty years ago the state’s indus-
trirs were repriosented by four cot-
ton mills, a few small wrist mills

and lumbering operations on a small

scale,

“Tar, pitch and turpent ne was all
that the world had knosv ! dege of in
North Carolina

But fifty years ago brav men be-

of

oondba tion

gan to erect on the ash - ivil
war l-mlfl'.*'.rnlinn the
of o new commonwealth

What a change today’

No state In the Union %

|
\

eopdled

since then the figure has been meny ey

brought even lower. |sention lines.
The 8,320 teachers of 1889 have| Today North Carolina pays more
The teachers of |tax lo the federal g::\w-rnnivm than

increased to 21,000.
today recelve an average
salary of $99.93, nearly four

times |
that of a quarter of a century ago.|

monthly | the states of South Cirolina, Geor-

gla, Alabama and Floraly combined,”

and ranks seventh In the | United

The total enrollment in the schools | States. ,

The State University |

This remarkable progress, which
bhas ploced the schools of North Car-
ollpg on & level with the best
schools of the country, has been ac-
complished without sensajtional
methods, and it Is going on at an
accelerated rate today. This in the
opinion of North Carolinians, is the
oustanding fact in the educational
history of the state.

The Unlversity of North Carolina,
at Chapel HIll was chartered 137
years ago and recelved its first class
181 years ago_ It had attained great
prominence before the civi] war, but
up to that time had been an institu-
tion primarily for the well-to-do and
lelsured classes. It was the only
southern Institution of learning to
hold eommencement exercises the
dark year of 1865, eevn though there
was only one man to graduate in
that year. But it could not survive
the period of recomstruction and was
forceq to close its doors for five
Yyoars,

When the university reopened In
1876 it was to enter upon a distinct-
1y new perod, in which it grew from
8 faculty of eight members and a
student body of 69 jo a faculty
of 176 and student body of 2,500 and
in which it ceased to become a uni-
“rlity for the privileged few and
becamg a university as much
mitted to wmiversal education

com-
as

were public schools Pf the state. The

Today North Carolinn ranks fifth
as an agricultural state, first as a
miscellaneous manuf cturing  state

as a cotton produacing
first in the production of to-
bacco; first in the production of
peunuts; second in the mannfactur |
ing of furniture , and svconud in the
manufacture of cotton |

Instead of her fow mi]lﬁ,;
the state is the home of over four
hundred representing half of the en-
tire south's spindlea:;e.  The output
of her industries annually totals im
value $750.000,000.

Streams that for centuries rolled
to the sea untouched by the handl
of ra.pilal‘ are today d(wllloplnz"
more horsepower than is (lpvt-loped'
in al] the balance of the south com-|
bined.

One hundred and twenty million
dollars are being expended on good
ronds within a five year period

Mllions upon millions have i.leen
spent to give the voith of the state
the best of educationt] advantages
and from Hatteras to the 'I‘mmessm:|
line, one finds the whole stat, stud-'
ded with magnificicnt brick Hl'hOUlﬂ,!
colleges and universities

The rare beauty of Carolina beach |
and mountain greenes is bringing to |
North Carolina from all quarters nf‘
the continent armies of men and wo-:
men each season to rest and play, |
and for the first tim, North Caro-
lina's surpassing resort  advantages
are being nationally recognized aajl

and secong
Btate,

cotton

MenMfightion of thp university with
‘%

superior. i

in 1838 with the pstablishment of
Union Institute in Randoly h comty
by the Methodists and Quikers, one

OLDEST CHURCH
IN TRYON IS AN
EPISCOPAL ONE

Da ing the beginning of Its th-I
tory In 1879, when the Rev. Mlltnn.
resigned his parish in Sparlanburgr
and moved to the litfle mountain |
h:mlet, the llnly Crosy Mission of
the Episcopal church, is probably

— e ——

o — COLUMBUS FEELS
— “SPIRIT OF NEW DAY
IN NORTH CAROLI:

The development of the souti.
glope ot the Blue Ridge mouni
‘nto an all-year resort for tour,
trom al] sections of the countr:
not only reaching an advanced -
at- Tryon, but has extended as
porth as Columbus, the county
of Polk county,

TRYON GRADED SCHOOL

the old st established church in Try- | Tha little town which has b
on,, North Carclns. : - - asleep for many years is now au

According to the records which . ening to ‘the possibilities befor:
have been preserved, {18 Minister held this honored office at hoase not only provides an assembly | gngq has recently bullt good churcle
built a church soon after his ar- rltug and ;l ]li {II- et hal] for the Sunday schooland other | and schools and Installed 1igl
X F » 8 (LH H
rval, doing much of the work with ;lho |Tm¢’ 1'1l li|||:-|'\"l|. hetween 1904 | parish - activities—a choir cloister, water, cement aldewalks, all &
his own hands and the ald of lhe‘ Dmin:) “'.'1 ”"‘- esait nector: rector's study, kitchen, auditoriunf. | ;odern conveniences of the lire
members of his congregation. |and 1922, “[1: "1 : -}r i Siom | ios: Reani rnur'n and virtial commun: |tomwns

! AL G Jurnett 2 £ - .

e served as reclor of the 1!?3“-”::1“:;‘“]“1.‘ .““’h.l-l i o bis dl.l‘!“.\' chest—but serves the community Columbus has Bedi &6 e
tutlon for 12 years but moved rmm'm-q‘ in Tryon, three rectors gerved |as well. Here various social fhne- seat for many years, having Lo
the state to Oregon in 1891 Threef”l- ;-u-iv-h‘ They were the Rev. E. [tions are held from time to time bY |galected because of its central lo
vears 'ater his work in Tryon was \'u rlo.im-.,-. s {o: the Rev J W. |the institution, the other churches tion and accessibility from ev.
resumed by the Rev, Chatiey l"errls@;\- .l 1:‘!-1-‘1:: ;unl the Ilf-\" H lof the city. the Parent-Teachers’ as- point. It was named after Colu
In 1899 1; became a regularly vnn-i“:(‘,:::;ll .I{I--\\'r;-. 013m ’ |soclation, the public schools, the [p,e Mills who donated most of 1
titnted parish  with the Rev. Mr. " R | Drama Fortnightly the Juntor Chor-|iand for the original development
I* rris as its [first rector, The parish now 1_.1.- a memin |. P_r‘d soclety and other institutions of |ine town
Following 10 years of active serv- of 1756 with an active and  well or-|’ 2
ollowing y 'the eity. The little community Is accessibi.

i, the rector resigned in 1904 with zantzed Sinday
th, completion of the present church | dition, it maintiains
wiich was consecrated on December |school in a i

school while, in ad-
a mission Sunday i et e e ofe o e oo e e oo e oo e oo e e oo

READ THE POLK COUNTY NEWS.

trom all points of the state by mesns
of state highway No. 19 which ci

werrhy mill village,
nects It with Tryon and Lake Lani-r

1%, 1904 .He was elected rector eme- During the summers 1S Parish | g dedededededobob bbb dd bbb bbb
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TRADE STREET

Be Wise and Select

A GOOD PLUMBER

We have had the pleasure of installing many important
jobs in Trvon and Polk County, and our facilities are the
best to render real service to our customers.

Let us figure with you on your next job, we can please
you in every little detail. OQur prices are reasonable for
good work.

We Will Cheer_fuII¥ Furnish You With Estimates

FREE OF COST

CONSULT WITH US TO-DAY

C. N. WEATHERS

Plumbing and Heating

u+++w¢w-&*wmnwnn*ﬁt ,




