\

L a—

TUESDAY. JULY, 16, 148

’ TS v o asmason

CMWNMNN&MMMTMIGWM N. C

-

(OVA T wus a:mmmw Wmmu TARTTH

o

- e

b

LT

b

I

1

L 1)

" By Themas H. Carrow
r (Copyright 1948)

w

¥ (This is the sixth in a series of sketcics on Beaufort
o dudng the 1890's).

i

BY We lived scross the streel from Mr. Noe, and I was fre-
[

(e stock.

quently around when he was butchering and attending to his
He bought a fine marsh pony that had never been bridled,

i‘" and 1 was the first to ride him. Finally, he became well broke,
o and Mrs. Noe had him as sleek as an apple. One day 1 was oul
bt .

riding, and 1 noticed he stumbled. 1 told Mr. Noe, and on ex-

3 amination, he found a six penny up to the hilt in the pony’s fool.

He took the nail cut, but the pony writhed in pavexysms of pain

‘IJ':- for a day or two and died of lockjuw We both wepl.
or XXIH
W6
:',, Transportatioh
; Everything used by humzan beings, except air, has to be trans-
",:‘ ported by one means or another, In no field has greater advance-
"¢ ment been made than in transportation. It rarely occurs lo one
' horn after the turn of the ceutury that prior to that time, he
horse-drawy vehicle, the ox carl, the sail boal, and barges were
Y (he principal mezns; in fact, practically the only means of trans-
portation employed in communilies not connected with railroads
" My recgllections of Beaufort on this subjecl are nol quite clear
I judge that two.thirds of all merchandise reached town via
" the A & N. C R. R to Marchead City and via boats from there fo
tr- Beaufort. A number of boats were used for this purppse. 1 am
:

not sure whether there was very much competition or not
| A colored man named Able Davis was captain of the clinker-
built boat. He regularly operated between the railvoad warchouse,
which extended over the water at Morehead somewhst as it does

now, and Beaufort. There was o derrick on the wharl which was

"' used to lower or hoist the goods into or fram the boat and one

o tituted the crew.
ol

o type. a big one, with a jib and two sails.
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on the County Dock in Beaufort for the same purpose. Of course,

" Cuptuin Able had a helper on his boat.

The 5. M. Buckman, a two-masted sharpie, Capt. Frank El-
lison and a crew of two or three, was also used in this service.
The S, M. Buckman had an advantage, a block and tackle was
" strung on the masts to expedite unloading. When the freight
v was landed on the County Dock, the draymen picked it up and
delivered it to the final destination, each drayman having his
I regular customers.

f The priascipal commodities shipped from Beaulort were [lish
and clams. My recollection is thal hoals were especially engaged
for this purpose and not the ones that brought the freight from
Morehead City, which, as we say on the railroads, necessitaled a

 lot of "emply movement.”

There was also a boat line between Beaufort and New Bern.

" Captain Hall was the skipper, and one or two of his sons coms-

One of his spas was named Dave. 1 have a

faint recollegticn that he would ih a jug of liquoc.in his

n eargo if requested to do so by lehabln mLuami My recollection

" Is that Captain Hall owned his boat, and that it was a sharpie

His schedule called for

, one round trip per week: a day la go, a day ta unload and lpad,
and a day to return, “laying" over in Beaufort the remainder of

the week. (I recently made a round trip to New Bern in a moter

boat in a few hours).

It Capt, Jim Graham owned a farm eight or ten miles from
- Beaufort on Newport River. He had a big skifftype baal with
jib and mainsail that he designed and built. He used it to trans-
port wood, watermelons, other farm products and very fine quality

He was a Canadian, a fine gentleman an.. a warm
|',I friend of my father. He raised a fine family, many of whose off-
spring, I suppose, are cilizens of Carteret.

Bogue Sound and Crab Point farmers brought their produce,

¥

I “mognshine."”

i
- mostly Wll?r.ll'lelﬂni and cantaloupes to Beaufort in the smaller
vl type boats, hut I am not sure what type. I do beligve same of them

uscd canoes which were made from hollowed out trees.

Early in the nineties, the good ship Charles, a small two-mast-

ed vessel, would occasionally hring merchandise from Baltimore

8 or other cities. I am nol sure whether she was able to dock or
whether she had to be lightered. It would be impossible tolp_i_clure
Beaufort in the early nineties without Captajn John L. and the
Charles and Charles Brag, his colored sailor.

Occasionally, vessels of cansiderable size would anchor In
the channel near Fort Macon, more often “light” than not to
await orders. It impressed me as a child to notice that Jarge
vessels always lay head to the tide regardless of the dll‘ac.ﬁon
of the wind, whereas shallow botfom boats would lie head (o the
wind, regardless of the tide.

I recall very distinetly a three-masted vessel lying peacefylly
in the Fort Channel while being unloaded. Her cargo was natural
ice fyom the state of Maine far Beaufort fish dealers, The ice

2 Was unioaded [rom the vessel ento smaller boats and then brought

to the County Dock in Beaufort. A narrow baardwalk wag con-
structed from the dock to the ice house across the street just
east of the Lipman Store Corner, The colored men would push
the ice on the walk acrogs the street where it was hoisted into
the ice house and packed in saw dust. From there, it was distri-
buted to the fish dealers as required. Every pound that was
used was crushed with a woodem maul. Manufactured ice took
the plage of natural ice and shortly before or @fter 1800, the ships
fram Maine were seen no more.

It is warth while recalling that the fish industry was always’

spd_ {5 maw dependent upon ice and the etpuuion of the fish
business was largely dependeni upon the amnuon of the ice
busineds and the facilities for {ransporting ice.

<

- —

There were, of course, a grept many other boats engaged ip
carryjng all types of freight to and from all quarters, particularly
wood for fuel. For example, there was a lone steam boat that
was with a saw mill at Stella which occasionally brought
a load %of Wmber or slab wood to Beaufort. I remember the
short, phigy, genial captain, hut I am unable to recall his or the
boat's pame.

ltllﬂlhm.thiprhrtolﬂ"fht"boahwrénndq."
tengively; They weee of the small vessel type with no dpck
They had a wide walkway from stem to sterm alapg the gunwaly
on each side, and the crew with- 15 to 18 fodt poles would push’
Mﬂﬂllaeqhwlbc a from head to stern, pushing
the host, and leigurely. walking, to start all over again.

On Saturdays, fn good weather, umewullmslnunhr

I

Memories of Beaufort in
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: PAGE SEVEN

CARING FOR THE LITTLE ONES
Many of the Negro cooks curing the author's teenage days also cared for children of the families for whom they worked.

Charleiile (mhlun. cook, daudles Dorothy Jones, Mis,

the Straats, east North River, and other poials

anod other merchandize for home

Herkers Island,
east lo load up with groceries

conswmplion,
xXxim

Whales and Wrecks

stories aboul
Ll
nol to mention the

wee childeen heard many
and how high they could blow

Being near the sea,
whales, hew hig they were
water intp the air on rising to the surfuce,
battle they wauld put up when hirpoo ied
important event when the news spread in Beasufort one dsy that
a whale had been captured and landed on the banks opposite
Wiade Shove.

It was therefore an

- LRI ]

I happened to get an oppopntunity to see the whale, having

" joined a parly who journeyed to the scene for this purpose. We

withessed the carving of Lhe enrcass and saw il rendered into

oil—a rare sight for a child. My recolleciion is {hat the proceeds

from the whale netted the fishermen some $1800 which was hig

money in the nineties. That was the only whale that was caught
near Beaufart during my time.

Evar since the sail was invented and develaped for ocean
going vessels, there have been shipwrecks, Seafaring is neces-
sarily an intermittént battle with the elements. The probabilities
of wrecks during severe storms provides a [ruitful subject for
conversation for people living along the ocean.  Thus, during
heavy weather, it was cammon praclice o survey the ocean with
a spy glass from the docks. It was really a thrill to see the top-
mast of a vessel heave in sight and then discover she had wea-
thered the storm. In ome instance, the good ship was nol so
lucky. A black three-masted Norwegian bark was obliged to cut
away her masts bul managed to weather the storm otherwise.
Bei1g disahled, she was towed into port and anchored in New.
port River not far from the railrond pier in Morehead City.
There she remained fpr a year or so, a loncly spectacle, a mere
ghost of o ship that provoked inpumerahle commentaries. [ am
unaware of what finally happened to her.

My impression is that the original fatback boats were small
two masted vessels of the schooner type, 70 or 80 feel in length,
They were sturdy craft and could weather a storm almast as well
as the hig vessels. 1 remember two very distinctly, They were
named the Convoy and the Alert. A negro man, Charles Nelson,
a very fine character, was captain of one of the fatback boats,
He went out with his beat ane day and was caught in a storm,
His bdat became dismmsted, and she drifled about on the sea
for days but was finally sighted, and the crew.was rescued by
gnother boat. 1 loyed to hear Captain Charles tell of his ex-
perienpe, haw he expegted every wuve would sink his ship, and
how after the fresh water gave out, his crew was spproachirg
starvation when the Lord answered his prayer. He had a resonant
voice and gn ample vocabulary of its kind.

exciting. =

Scarcely a year passed that (here was nol a wreck or two
off Cape Hatteras, but that was so far away that it made little
impression upon us other than to keep us reminded of the ravages
of the sea, an important fact since there was scarcely any time
when some of gur people were not on the sea.

Mr, Harry Pierce, a young man of Beaufort, the brother of
the late Mr. Will Pierce, shipped as mate on a vessel that dis-
appeared, and neither the vessel mor any member of the crew
was ever heapd from again,

. When. I was less than 10 years old, the late Captain John
Beveridge wps a young sea eaptain. He lived near my father's
store on hack landing. His homecoming was always an event
because he would tell us all about his experience, the storms he
weathered, the cities he had visited, and the cargoes he carried.

There was a sea captain named Sam Howland. He was full.

of humar, and the boys loved his stories of the gea. Fe was an
expest navigafor, but for what regson 1 da not know, he preferred
to ship as mate vatber than captain. Thus, Captain Joe Gaskill,
with Captain Sam Howland, as mate, ran the two masted schooner,
The Chempbigp for spme time. Captain Sam was a Confederate
soldier, and he liked to join the parades on Decoration Day. I re.
sall-playing the fuie. in one of the parades in which he partici-
Mmmmmuwmu

His narration was®

Julia Jones' daugnier,

Here
on her knees,

XXV
Making a Livelihood

I have adways boen inborested i the means

The
In the Diest place, in every community thee ar

people employ

o make o hivelitood stitbjevt Has tremendons ranlications

oy eudy the people

ywho will not work, bul also those who are willivs amd anxious to

work. but Tor whon work in nol available, or. whot s olten worsi,

the work available brings wholly tnsdeguatic Sanl ollen no income,

as faeming or Dishing in bad seasons

The percetage of nvalids and seed people of Beafort was

as great before the close of the ¢ontury oa now. pechaps somewhal

s i

the Nineties —

greater, T am very sure that the percentage of able bodied people
unemployed was, oo the average, much greater. The principle
reascn was that there was not then as much opporiunity for work
as new, but regardless of the reasons, the percentige of people
who had no vegular income wes much greater than today. 1L is

my ipression that quite a8 number ol cilizens who were ot the
lost thewr fortunes

more ulflue 1t familis prior ta the Civil War,

tsoa vesult of the war and its aftermath,

It is infrequent that a man divested of a [orlune, even a
There

Hence, there were scions of some

smell one, 15 able to recoup it ure exceptions, but they

Are of the old families

who were non-productive and therefore had a precarious existence,

Wyl aside from these, the matter of making a livelihood was a

har problem
There were scores of people who wanted to work for whom
work was nol always available, Fishing and {armiig were already

oscrnmnmed Carpentry was well suppiied  Boating had  more

people e it than the dimand requived. and the field of mereh.

andizing wos move than gmply filled.  Thus, some of the young
Follows ke

my sl repaived (o other parts to earn a living, while still others

my brother Clande took to the sea and others like
Thie miv birother Chuarlie remained 11 Beaufort

all human experienee,
thee Tack, good or had, that allends the deeision of & young person

In nothing hmpresses me more than

in Fven in

e

sedeetime or having thrust upon hiim Ins life's work
e or speciulty o miaa follows
s mpre often Han not fortuitous I would not
to Philadelphia of wy brother had not asked me, 1

would not hoave vonnected with e

Irofessions, particular ling
In my own Case,
have come
Pennsylvania Radroad if in
aad 1 would not

have been selectod for the particalar job on which | have happily

acanntanee hid not wdvised me how 1o do so,
Wothed for 20 vears if T had not made the sequaintance of a man
catly m b who selected me

both
for fishing aad farming

As 1 oremember, a large pereentage of Beaulorl men,

sorne amd old. hod no continuous ncome
able to muke these vo
but

I recall a Mr. Dickinson of Harlowe or Core Creek,

were both uneertaim and only a few were

cotins really payo A few neerchants did comparatively well,

manmy i not
saying that he was

a v who had lost a leg in the Civil War,

Pl poer” mening that his return from his ample acres was loa

mieaer to provide what he required

These abservations  are emphosized by experience in my
father's frocery store. Many of his customers were on eredil, apd
loe hanl grect difficulty iy moking the business a success. That's

why he decided to run for Recorder of Deeds  [lis income, in-
cluding fees, was less than $100 per mooth from his job, which
was about the maximum in salaries. My recollection is that Mr
Wintielhd Chadwick, Me richest man in Beaofort at that
mzde only $125 per month as President of the A&NCRR.

though he had other income st the time

L,
al
Ile wos an astule busi-
nessman and a ¢lever politician

(To Be Continued)

...AND CHEVROLET'S

)W PRIC

ane even mote atthactive than in the past !

LWAYS THE VALUE-LEADER . ..
always the fiest choice of people who

want the linest at lowest cost . . .
value-leadership is now so outstanding that
men and women everywhere are deciding it's
more Lthan ever the prelerred investment in its

FIRST in Value . . .
m irl Big-Cur field)
Quality at Lowest
Prices . . .

FIRST in Registrations

quility!

It’s the first and only low-priced car with
the original and cutstanding Unitized Knee-
Action Ride. It's the first and only low-priced
car with a world's champion Valye-in-Head

Not only does Chevrolet stand out as the
first and only low-priced car with a]l the fol-
lowing major advances which comprise the
soundest and best in modern motoring . . .
not only does it affer all these major advan-
tages of Big-Car quality at lowest prices .
but it offers them at prices that aze now dc.ﬁ-
nitely and decisively lower than those of any any
ather car that even remotely approaches it in

Engine. 1t's the first and only law-priced car
with the enviable Body by Fisher. It's th
first and only low-priced car with the
safety-protection of Fisher Unisteel .
Coustructios, the Unitized Knee-Action Ride
and Positive-Action Hydraulic Brakes.

And yet, despite the fact that CHEV-
ROLET AND ONLY CHEVROLET 18
FIRST to offer all these major advancements
of low-cost mntoﬁn;.itholdlmmgﬂ_m
price-advantage and gives you eyen
value for ypur B! in comparison w %
other automobiles today than at any previous
time in Chevralet history!

That is why more people are buying Chev-
rblc!sl_lr_g_!otim mnkc?w this year

the total 17-year period. 1931 to date;
Ihntuuiayd\eymmmthw
mounting enthusiasm, that Chevrolet is first
in dollar-value as it is first in nation-wide
demand.

Chevrolet's

SOUND CHEVROLET eurur llC
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