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i:1_36 Shrimp Trawlers Ply State Waters

Beginming Nov. 27 State Fisheries Committee

Will Conduct Series

Beginning Monday, Nov. 27, the
commercial fisheries commitiee oli
the Board of Conservation and De-
velopment will hold a series of six|
meetings along the coast to m;-1
quaint fishermen with regulutions
and statutory laws and get iheir
opinions on those laws.

This is part of the program
initiated this year to simplify and
codify the state's fishery regula-
tions.

New Booklet Published

Published in October were the
codified laws, Subchapter IV, Fish
and Fisheries, listed in order and
indexed.

The former booklet on rules and
regulations was such a hodge-podge
that it required diligent seeking
and unending patience to learn ex-
actly what the state rulings were.
Roy Hampton, chairman of the
commercial fisheries committee,
and his committee members met
several times during the past few
months in an effort to re-organize
these regulations. They received
help from the office of the state
atlorney general.

3 Mr. Hampton expressed the hope
that a great number of the laws
that are now repititious, will be
. eliminated at the next session of
the legislature.
Meeting Dates

The six meetings, to be held in
coastal towns, are the following:
Southport, Nov. 27; Jacksonville,
Nov. 28; Morehead City, Nov. 29;
Swan Quarter, Nov. 30; Manteo,
Dec. 1; and Edenton, Dec. 2.

The sessions will take place in
the court house in each town, with
the exception of Morehead City,

commercial
It is hoped that eventually the
laws will be listed also according

of Meetings Along Coast

No Waterhaul This Time

in another net.
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and was made on Bogue banks, three miles east of
Salter Path. In the background men are hauling
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Recent visitors at the United
master's degrees In [isheries tech-
nology at the University of Wash-

ington, Seattle.
They are Tonty D'Mello and

bay when they return re. They
mm to sail from New York Dec.

The two scientists observed fish-
eries along the Pacific coast and
the North Atlantic before coming
to Beaufort. They left the labora-
tory on Piver's Island Sunday
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11949 Brought Record N umber
Of Pogy Boats to North Carolina

The 1949 menhaden season saw more boats in North
Carolina waters seeking schools of pogies than in any oth-

er year.

Eighty-two boats operated out of Beaufort, Morehead
City and Southport, towns where menhaden plants are lo-

cated.

another new record, but the 1950
summer season in North Carolina

Pi-| was way below average.

Local boats fishing in Gulf wat-
ers, out of Louisiana ports, report-
ed excellent catches, however.

No saccurate prediction can be
made as to the number of boats ex-
pected here this winter. Beginning
the middle of October, more were

June 30, 1950, North Carolina hand-
led one-third of the nation's
menhaden catch.

The catch’for the two-year period, 1948-50, set

One thousand one hundred
|thi|‘1)‘-.~=ix shrimp trawlers
this year are plying North
Carolina waters in search of
the delicacy which in eom-
paratively recent years has
come to the fore as one of
the biggest commodities on
the food fish market.
| On July 1 shrimp fishing legally
| began in this state and will con-
tinue until the last day of this
| year, The catches are off as com-
(pared with last season, and while
| scientists claim it is part of a
| “down eycle” that is to be expected
Eu\'t.-r_\' so many years, waterfront
|sages say that all the young ones
| are being destroyed that they have
|all gone South, or advance other
| theories which they believe aceount
:ft]l" the drop.

| 360,632 Pounds Off

Catches for July, August and
September of this year are 360,
632 pounds less than for the same
three months in 1849, according Lo
statistics released at the commer-
cial fisheries office in Morehead
City.

The catch for the first three
months of this season totaled 3.-
722.811 pounds (heads on) as com-
| pared with 4,083,443 pounds (heads
on) for the same period last year.

October Dull
October is usually a very active
|month for shrimp fishermen but
last month “'the shrimp just were-
n't here," they explain.

With exception of the menhaden
industry shrimping has been by
far the most profitable fishery of
the state. Captain John Nelson,
former fisheries commissioner, in
his last bienmial report, remarks
that increasingly large numbers
of hoats have engaged in it,
“though some have not found it
profitable.

“The two years, from June 30,
1948 to June 30, 1850, brought the
largest catches of shrimp in our
history,” he declared.

“Practically all of the shrimp
north of Southport were caught on
the inside while all those in the
Southport area were caught on the
outside,” the report continues.

15,042,245 Pounds

Total production for the two-
year period ending June 30, 1950
wiis 15,042,245 pounds with heads

value of $3,166987. Even though
the pound total was more in 1948-
50, the value decreased $158,488.
Food fin [ishermen for many
years have accused trawl-
ers of destroying the young edible
fish, thus end ing their
of gaining a livellhood. Scientific
study during 1949 and 1950, con-
ducted by the Institute of Fisher-
ies Research, Morehead City, has
indicated, however, that these ac-
cusations are without foundation.
The report on these findings was
published in August of this year
by the United States Department
of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife
Service, under the title "Releasing
Small Fish and Shrimp from Trawl
Nets." Experiments were conduct-
ed and the repord prepared by Dr.
Eugene W. Roelofs of the Institute
of Fisheries Research.

Pairol Boat Captains

Captains of the state's eight pa-
trol boats are €apt. Tom Basnight
on the Croatan at Manteo; Capt.
C. W. Hayman on the Albemarle at
Edenton; Capt. Emest Poston on
the Neuse at New Bern; Capt. C.
L. Sawyer on the Ocracoke at Swan
Quarter; Capt. Louis E. Willls on
the Pamlico at Morehead City;
Capt. C. G. Nelson on the speed-
boat at Atlantic; and Capt. Roy
Brown on the Cape Fear at More-
head City.




