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UIl:h Som hos e corps of detectives who are among the best in the business. They are the U.S. postal
inspactors. They work for the country’s oldest detective bureou. The pestal inspection service has
existed continvously in some form or another since Benjamin Franklin’s time. It has operoted substan-
tially in its present form since 1875. It also has one of the highest botting averages. In some years,
postal inspectors convict 98 par cent of the culprits they take to tricl. Lost year olone, their work
resulted in 49,000 convictions.
One of the postal inspection service's most effective weapons ageinst criminals is its laboratory in

Washington. Here are cameras which con literolly see through envelopes, the world's best files on inks . i
ond typewriters ond various other devices. All its equipment is designed to stop criminals who use the i
mails to defraud or kill —forgers, swindlers who try to sell worthless stock, people who try to raise f
checks, murderers who send bombs and poisoned condy through the moil. '.
Here, we put the camera spotlight on the work in this highly effective laboratory,
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o g . Laboratory director Albert Somerford shows how
Somple of soil from shoe of auspected pest office i ;
Ringler i senicved Albert S Sed, dhshar of blown-wp samples of handwriting are used in court.
lab. Soil is tested along with lhca found ‘ot scene.
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2 1 Suspected writing is compared with specimens of
Tools suspected of having been used in postoffice e : ;
burglaries ore checked by making marks in soft wood Box recovered after parcels post theft is exemined by Richard Caronneau, left, and Inspector M, W, Brown. :?:,ﬂ:'.m:n; 4 ,:T::gkl‘}*; oﬁ‘:“;:uim “oab ﬁ':g::'
to compare with marks on P.0O. doers and windows, While Brown uses mognifying gloss, Caronneou treats surfoce with chemical vapor which brings out prints, d - !
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F;‘ tains type semples lrom every modsl of every make of American typewriter Leboratory experts Richord Coronneay, left, and Gordon Stangohr shudy o stersophotograph of counterfeit postoge stamp. d
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