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BY TUCKER R. LITTLETON

thete was @ strohg tie betweeti the kinship 1o Carteret folk, fof Sbout
County of Carteret and the little |the titne of the Civil War several
village of Swansboro that fits just| Down East families migrated to
across the White Dak River aid|Swansbore and made up almost
gazes all day at the other bahk &8 | palr of its nallve atton until
if yon Carteret were Promised | the coming of the =m m._
Land. These families were (he i,

And there is just resson why the | Willis, Heady, Bloodgood, Parkin,
Town of Swanshore should feel a'Piner, Hill, and Moore familes;

It Is my intention to present to
the readérs of this paper, weekly
under this heading, articles telling
the History of the Town of Swans-
boro. I do not think it illogical
that fuch historical articles should
appear in the Carteret County pa-
yer, for 1 have always fell that

:
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r_'u' -+ ¥ f SR R A0 A S close telations between the two.
\ Pl i = Sl ; f The Cedar Point folk get their
bt 0 Soge Py el s & mall addressed Swansboro and
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Carteret County is probably the
only county thal has the distinction
of having two Cedar Poinls. The
map of the county published by
the US Depariment of Agriculture
shows a Cedar Point in the eastern
extreme of the county situsted on
tihe Neuse River between Adams
Creek and South River. The other
Cedar Point, the one this article
will be about, is located in the op-
posite end of the county near the
conflux of Bogue Sound and the
White Oak River.

The name of Cedar Point is well
established in the history of Swans-
boro and Carteret County, for the
settlement there is very old, a land
grant having been issued to Thom-
as Lee as early as 17T13/14. We
know that the name of Cedar Point
was commonly applied to that area
in early years, for the Colonial
Reecords of North Carolina mention
Cedar Point as carly as 1764.

No one can say exaetly when the
fishery was first established at Ce-
dar Point, but there is every rea-
son to believe that it was in con-
| tinuous use for at least a century.
| Because the name Cedar Point

takes in a large territory today,
| it is hard for one to visualize where

the approximate location would
| have been

| However, a map drawn by a fam-
ous surveyor, Claborn lvey, and
dated October 2, 1824, shows Hick-
ory Point as what is now called
Cedar Lane; and Cedar Point was
just that—a small point just past
Hickory Point and not far from
Swansboro. There on that little
point was a fishery that figured
very importantly in the income of
people from both counties.

Now, that fishery fools a lot of
people by its hame, but local folk
know that a fishery is simply a
fisherman's shack where he can
keep out of the weather while wait-
ing to make a haul and where a
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This is the reproduction of a pertion of *“Ivey’s Map of Cedar Puint,” dated 1824. Hickory Point at the
center of the map Is now known as Cedar Lane. (Photo by 8. F. Milsted).
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from Down East in Carteret. How
Jong the Down Zast fishermen ran
the fishery is not known, but it
was apparently a number of years
before the fishety came idto the
hands of men from west Carteret
and Swansboro.

The earliest boss at 4¢he fishery,
#till remembered by living persons,
was a Mr. Beg Lewis from the re-
fion of the Straits. Mr. Lewis had
a crew from Down East who fished
the waters of Bogue Sound at Ce-
dar Point untll most of that erew
died out, and new hands took over.

Mr. Edward Franklin Littleton,
now in his B6th year, remembers
his maternal grandfather, Mr.
Burns B. Smith, as having told

him that Beg Lewis was the first
man who ever had charge of the

l!.l.her;n, and that was long before
Mr. Burns Smith himself had
eharje of &t

To gel some idea of the dates of
the operalion of the fishery, one
must start with the date of closing
and work batkwards, since no date
of beginning i8 known. Mr. Ed-
ward F. Littleton was in charge of
the fishery whef it clostd in 1930,

of the sound when
the Inland Waterway was dredged
by Cedar Point in 1930 ruined the
fishing grounds, and the fishery
ceased operations that year. Ed-

ward Littleton, however, had fish-
ed at the fishery for twently-seven

years prior to the closing of it, and
e Littleton had

his father George

fished there shead of him for more

years than that.

Before Littleton thok over
the fishery, his father-in-law, Burns
Smith, had been head man there
since the middle of the cenlury.
Ahd beforé that, Bég Lewis had
his erew. All that means that for
roughly a century Cedar Point
Fishery had been éne of the best
fishing grounds in Carteret County
and vieinity.

Of cotirse, the Cedar Point land
has been in the family of Mtr. John
S. Jones since the days of his fore-
bears, the Hills. Fishing privileges

See FISHERY, Page 3, Section 2
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