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Scene From Top O’ The Hill

By: Jack Kelly
There is a woman I know,

whom I- like very much, despite
the fact that I know she must be
crazy as a June-bug. She’s a
nice-looking gal, a bit past the
“girl” stage, with an awful lot
of good sense but, like I men-
tioned, she has to be a little
wacky to have put up with the
life she has led. She’s married
and has some grown kids. That,
of course, is not an unusual pat-
tern for any woman to have fol-
lowed. But let me tell you what
she did along the way.

On her honey-moon, after a
couple of weeks, her husband
mentioned the fact that he had
blown all of his cash and, un-
less she had some loose change,
they would have to return so
that he could go to work. Turns
cut she had brought along a cou-
ple of hundred, so the honey-
moon continued for a bit longer
before they returned to the pro-
spective hometown. After a cou-
ple of years, they had accumu-
lated a couple of kids and the
usual assortment of debts that
go with the operation of a
family.

At this time, her husband re-
turned heme one evening and
calmly announced that he had
entered into tba armed services
because he knew a war would
be going in a year or so. This
statement and his action definit-
ely cut the income in half, may-
be more thani that. She never
fussed about it, just went adong
with it and made do with what
they got. After the War, they
got going pretty good again.
Then, one night he comes home
and announces he had taken a
new Job, some two thousand
miles away. He had to leave in
a week but. with the power of
attorney, she could sell the
house and he would buy another
one at the new location. No
sweat, she went.

Some years and a couple of
bought-and-sold houses . later,
her husband got taken real sick.
Necessitated selling another
house and retiring strictly on
nickels and dimes. Very small
operating capital, so to speak.
The thought never crossed her
mind that she was existing in a
screw-ball life. She learned all
manner of things. Mainly, how
to stretch money. Lots of people
can stretch a buck, as the ex-
pression goes, but this gal got
so good that she could stretch
a coin. Best thing about the en-
tire operation was that, unlike
today when less than a certain
sum of income makes one a
"poverty” case, this gal was
never poor, because she never
thought poor. By comparison
with other people she read about,
and people she knew who were
having mental and marital tro-
ubles, she convinced herself she
was rich. A real screwy dame!

After a few years of this, the
Lord must have decided that
this gal deserved a break be-
cause, from out of the blue, to-
tally unexpected, her husband

got well and accepted the offer
of a fair “country-boy” job and
they moved again. Seemed like
the Lord must have adopted
them. Things really commenced
to break well. Happiness dwelt
among them, to quote a mis-
remembered poet. Fortunately,
she knew the definition of hap-
piness. It is simple to figure
out how happy you are. Just
divide it into its four component
parts. That’s all the parts there
are. You can’t name a fifth one
if you try. Those four are:
moral, mental, physical, and fi-
nancial. In the order named,
they are important. You give
yourself a maximum of 25
points on each section. Ergo,
you can only be 100% happy.
Now, since no one, this side of
Heaven, can be completely hap-
py, you know you are not going
to be a 100% person. She rated

•her marriage, herself and her
husband, and came up with a
good score.

The only place the points were
lost, in any considerable amount,
was on the physical. Except for
health, aha would w* had «

real score on herself and her
husband. A friend who disputed
this with her, used the financial
fourth of the happiness defini-
tion. Seemed like the friend
thought the financial part would
have to be a huge sum or else
it would.not be entitled to a full
25 points. It was a pleasure to
hear this gal get the facts of
life explained to her. She finally
learned that the financial part
of happiness gets a full 25 points
whenever a person can keep 19
with reasonable debts and have
maybe a dollar and fourteen
cents left over.

You and me might not agree
with this theory, but it is hard
to beat. Like I said at the be-
ginning, this little lady must be
a bit wacky. After all, she has
hid to participate in the buying
and selling of 14 homes in 12
States. Packed up and moved
about with little or no notice.
Put up with ridiculous changes
of Jobs on the part of her hus-
band, and millions of other
things that would tend to make
a person bouncey. I gueflf that
women are just peculiar but I
have to admit they make fine
wives.

The one I have been writing
about here, she made a very
fine one. Aa a matter of fact, I
was married to her for 27 years
this past June 15th.

Bible School
In Progress

The Estatoe Presbyterian
Church Vacation Bible School is
now in progress, having. started
July 3rd, and will continue
through July 14. A hearty invita-
tion is extended to every boy
and girl in the South Toe area.
The hours are 7:00 p. m. to 9:00
p. m.
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it wils have a fishing lake, pool,
bath bouse, concessions stand
and laundry for campers.

Ray V. Miller stands on the
lawn outside his new home and
looks down on the landing strip

and camping facilities of Moun-
tain Wilderness Park.

When the park is completed

Highland Clans WiK Gather On The Mountain
By: Frank O’Brien

GRANDFATHER MOUNTAIN
The 12th Annual Grandfather

Mountain Highland Games and
Gathering of Scottish Clans on
July 8-9 will bring together hun-
dreds of leaders and families
of sponsoring societies and clans
in a colorful celebration of old
country pomp and customs.

Kilted dancers and pipers, and
the stirring echoes of the bag-
pipes, provide a unique back-
drop for two-days of events, in-
cluding a full schedule of track
and field competitors as well as
highland dancing, and piping
and drumming, parade of tar-
tans, and pipe bands in review.

This year’s Games and Gath-
ering also bring a “first” to the
grassy plain of Macßae Mead-
ows, site cf the program, in the
presentation of Mrs. Elizabeth
Custer’s Shetland Dog Drill
Team of Hatfield, Pa. This un-
usual drill team includes 14
dogs, each with a handler attir-
ed in kilts. The team’s perform-
ance is Sunday, July 9, at 2
p. m.

Twenty-four sponsoring socie-
ties will be represented, along
with families and members of
clans and septs from many parts
of the nation.

This wide representation illus-
trates the magnitude and scope
of the annual Games and Gath-
ering.

Sponsoring societies include
Burns Society of Charlotte, Clan
Colquhoun Society, Clan Donald
Society of the United States,
American C.an Gregor Society,
Clan Hay Society, Clan Lindsay
Society, Clan McDougall Society,
Clan McDuffee Society, Clan
MacLeod Society of America.

Clan MacMillan Society o f
North America, Clan MacNeill
Society of America, Clan Max-
well Society, C an Mcßain, Clan
McCormick Society, Clan Mor-
rison of North America; Clan
Wallace Society, Saint Andrew's
Societies of Baltimore, Charles-
ton, Savannah, New York State,
and Washington, D. C.

Saint Andrews Society of the
Middle South Birmingham, Scot-
tish Research and Historic Soc-
iety of the Delaware Valley, and
Clan Urquhart.

President of the Games is N.
J. MacDonald, first vice presi-
dent of Saint Andrew’s Society
of New York State. Vice presi-
dents of the Games are Robert

W. Groves, Jr., former president
of St. Andrew’s Society of Sa-
vannah, and John W. McDougall,
convener and chairman of Cian
McDougall Society of the United
States. Mrs. Agnes M. Morton is
Secretary-Treasurer of the
Games.

Opening day ceremonies in-
clude presentation of honour
guests and pipe bands in review,
followed by competitions in high-
land dancing, piping and drum-
ming, and track and field events
sanctioned by the American
Athletic Union. These will in-
clude tossing the cabar, the 100-
yard, 220-yard, 440-yard, and
880-yard dashes; running high
jump, running broad jump,
standing broad jump, pole
vault, cross-country run, tug-o-
war, highland wrestling, and
tossing the sheaf.

The second day program be-
gins with religious services, and
in the afternoon, events will in-
clude a highland shoot fer arch-
ers, massed bands, parade of
tartans, ether competitions, and
the Shetland Sheep Dog Drill
Team.

Bands participating in this
year’s program are the Clan
Macßae band of Okemos, Mich.,
Miami Scottish Bagpipe band,
and York Kiltie bafid represent-
ing the St. Andrews Society of
Baltimore.

Letter To Editor
Box 811
Elizabethtown, N. C.
June 28, 1967

Yancey County Newspaper
Burnsville, N. C.
Dear Sir:

In the interest of family trac-
ing I would like information
concerning the Tolleys, especi-
ally the Daniel Tolley and Jane
Howell Tolley family. Listed in
the 1850 Census of Yancey Coun-
ty. I would like information
concerning any of their children.

I am locking for a picture, es-
pecially of one of their children,
Swinfield Tolley (1840-1900),

Sincerely,
Mrs. Fred McClure

Box 811
Elizabethtown, N. C.
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Bagpipe bands will march
again in review July 8 and 9 at
the Grandfather Mountain High-
land Games and Gathering of
Scottish Clans. Nationally ac-
claimed bagpipe bands journey-
ing to the North Carolina moun-

tains for the occasion this year
are the Clan Macßae band of
Okemos. Mich., the Miami Scot-
tish Bagpipe band, and the York,
Pa. Kiltie band, the latter re-
presenting the St. Andrews Soc-
iety of Baltimore.


