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Social Security Questions And Answers

By Jack Britt
Field Representative

Q. Iretired at age 62 anc
filed for social security, I am
now 67 and recently became
totally disabled, Can I quali
fy for disability?

A, No, No disability pay-
ments are made after age 65,
Social security disability be-
nefits are transferred to regular

retirement benefits at age 65.

In your case there would be no
advantage to claim disability.,

Q. Ireceive disability fram
social security, Last week my
former employer offered me a
part-time job., Iwould like to
help him out and think that I
could do the job. What should ]
do?

A, The decision to return
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to work is yours, but you may
wish to consult your doctor
first, If you do return to work,
you must notify Social Securi-
ty even though the work isonly
part-time, Social securitywill
review your case to determire
if your benefits should be stop-
ped or if you can qualify for a
trial work period., If you quak
ify for a trial work period, you
are allowed to work for as ma-
ny as nine months either fullor
part time anddill receive dis -
ability benefits, After working
nine months your case will be
re-examined,

Q. Iaccidentally fell and
broke my leg and two ribs 3
weeks ago, My doctor has ad-
vised I can't return to work for
at least three months, Could I
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get social security disability
benefits?

A, No, To receive social
security disability benefits,
your condition must be so dis-
abling it is expected to prewent
you from working for at least
12 months or is so severe it may
end in death, Based on the in-
formation you gave,you could
not qualify, However, should
you develop complications from
the broken leg and ribs, or your
doctor feels you may not be dblke
to work for 12 months or longer,
you should file for social secu-
rity disability benefits,

Q. Iam in myearly 50's
and haven't worked in 8 years,
1 filed for disability benefits &
was turned down, Social Se -
curity said I did not have cre-
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dit enough, I worked 16 years
straight before I quit,

A. Your claim was probab-
ly denied because you had not
worked enough during the ten-
year period ending withthe time
you became disabled, Persons
that are over age 31 when they

during the ten-year period en-
ding with the time theytecome
disabled to be eligible for dis-
ability benefits, You stated
that you hadn't worked in eight
years and if you first became
disabled less than three years
ago, you would not be eligible

become disabled must have for disability benefits,

worked for at least five years
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