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Tobacco Referendum Announced

“SUPER-RIGHT" QUALITY—SHOR
T SHANK Charts lllustrate New Program

BURLEY TOBACCO: YIELDS PER ACRE
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o A major cause of supply-demand problems in burley
tobacco are spiraling yields per acre, as shown in this
chart. In 1900, ylelds averaged 1,639 pounds. 2,150
pounds is the per-acre yleld average for the last 3 years.
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This chart shows that production (dotted bar on left)
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Burley carry over stocks, as of October 1, in 1941
and 1062 averaged 1,132 million pounds. During 'he
past 2 years, carry over averaged 1,414 million pounds,
an increase of one-third.
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Tobacco producers will decide in a referendum March
10th whether to retain their present acreage control plan or
move to an acreage-poundage program. .

Speaking bluntly, there is too much burley tobacco, Yield
during 1963-85 were almost one third above the period from
1965 through 1860, Last year's acreage cut did not do much
to slow production. While the acreage was reduced by 10
per cent, total production was down only L5 per cent.

Research and statstics tell us that yields, unchecked, will
continue to out=strip production.

'Acreage-poundsge marketing quotas for tobacco have the
following advantages: (1) Acreage allotments will be larger,
as the poundage quotas would provide protection against
excessive marketings. (2) Each farmer can aim at producing
high=quality tobacco without losing part of his share in the
market ot other farmers who strive for the utmost production
from their allotted acreages at the expense of quality. (3)
The program has new element of flexibility since farmers
can carry over unused quotas from one year to the next.

(4) Sales and exports will increase through improved quality.
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s are kept better in line, (6) Supplies of tobacco will
be in better balance with demand, with less cost to the
Government.
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