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Editorial Comment

Blueprint For Progress

The Cherokee County

Commissioners, in their meeting here last
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the valley, water and sewer lines will be a
glittering asset in attracting more
industry. The commissioners can see the
possibilities and heartily approved the
plan. So do we.

The detailed report of  the State
Planning Task Force will' be printed
sometime in February or March, officials
say, and at that time will be distributed
in this county. It will probably be talked
about by many groups and written about
in this paper in the months to come.

This blueprint for progress may be
followed to the letter - this county has
tasted some of the fruits of industry
in recent years and a little momentum
has been built up. However, it may also
be torn apart by the silly, schoolgirlish
rivalry between Murphy and Andrews.

A rivalry, within the bounds of good
sportsmanship, can add spice to an
athletic contest. But a bitter rivalry
between two towns, especially two
towns in the same county, is costly to
everyone. And it is seen far too often,
even among community leaders who

should know better - ‘I wouldn't shop ., the clock, braving cold, bitter PREDICT - Bill Hensley, : gt ] * : .&
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We, Cherokee County, and what benefits
one will, to a degree, benefit us all. We
will progress faster and easier by working
together, in the same direction, rather
than fighting against each other.
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have benefited more if a new hospital
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In some degree the American press (all
kinds) is guilty as charged of nearly everything
in the book. It is rich, powerful, influential,
arrogant, myopic, opinionated, trivial, tiresome,
sensational, rude quarellsome, etc. Name
it.Somewhere the charge is bound to stick. But
with all of this, some slight case might be made
in the defense of this press.

When the Vice President levels his
blunderbuss at the networks, where does one

read and hear about it? Why, in the press, of alternatives, as any purely dispassionate ; Division)  started. He
By observer might be, one more remains. They can ml,:ytclnymd hundreds and pperia) &mmm obhlnlngm
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available to anyone in the least concerned? In
column after column of print and hour after
hour of video exposure, the sum of them

federal funds, even larger than the
present District Memorial hospital. It

Andrews has a hospital and Murphy,
facing a crisis in medical service, will
make some sort of arrangement.

The state planners, in their report,
note that the valley between the two
towns will grow in population naturally
between now and the end of this
century. But they predict that the
growth will be much faster if their plans
for a water and sewer system are carried
out. The rivalry, the sectional feelings,
will have to be put aside if this is to be
accomplished because it will take several
bond issues and taxpayers will not
approve bonds if they feel they are for
the sole benefit of the other end of the
valley,

We would like to see the program
implemented, as soon as possible. The
state planners’ timetable calls for
completion of the project by the year
2000. We wish it were ready tomorrow,
to spur growth in the walley now.
Perhaps the program can be accelerated,
it will be up to the people. And we
believe one possibility will be the
establishmant of a Citizens Committee,

respective areas and guide it to
completion. Regional commissions will
also have to be formed to operate the
water and sewer systems and collect the
user fees which will pay for them.

squabbling among ourselves and go
plodding toward the 21st Century.

running into millions of words.

And all of this takes place in a rather special
set of circumstances which are so unusual that
they are often unnoticed:

Those who do not like Eric Severeid can
turn him off and turn on with Spiro Agnew.

Those who cannot stomach the New York
Times can cancel and subscribe to the CHicago
Tribune.

And for those who are bored with these

options, including the option to ignore it, with
so few compulsions, cannot be all bad.
Charleston (W. Vs.) Daily Mail
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It is pretty, it is beautiful. It
delights children and
gwosn-ups alike. Of course, it
often is troublesome and a
nuisance - and expensive to
cope with. But it is also

in Winter. The snow not only is

accounting, believes a
acre in the ski resort areas.

cost as much as $17,000 the State Advertising Division
mike to clear snow and ice after it was established by an
from primary highways and act of the legislature in 1937
keep them open. One of his favorite stories

Around
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By WILLIAM A. SHIRES

They are

Charles Parker

lying scross the fields  He also

William
Pleasant Sharpe, but everyone
knew him as Bill. He was editor
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promised the post. Hensley became
time off, at director six years ago after the
death of Sharpe’s successor,

lnnm'tsmement,

competition for tourist and

always courteous”

The very first man who ever grew a
field of corn planted it beside a small

for the wheel had not yet been invented
and he had no rim to mount it on. Nor
could he envision one.

However, he could see the comn
needed water. “Put the corn beside the
creek,” he said. It was probably the only
intelligent thing he ever said and the
Corngrower heard practically everything
he said since he had lived in the
Comngrower’s family cave practically all
his life.

So the Comgrower did as the
brother-in-law advised and the corn crop
came up strong and green and full of
weeds, which didn’t matter anyway. And
then one night the beavers who lived in
the creek dammed up the stream,
creating a small lake which covered most
of the corn patch.

The corngrower, who had always
voted a straight Democratic ticket, could
not understand why such a calamity had
struck him. “Dichflub it,”” he cursed,
which goes to show you that profanity
was then still in its infancy.

“Don’t worry about it, baby,” said
the tire designer. By this time he had

woven a mold out of sticks and was -

Comgrower watched, he poured liquid
rubber, melted over a fire, into the mold.

“Man, look at them beauties,” he
yelled gleefully, as he repeated the
process, again, and again. And, behold,

there appeared the world’s first ., -

harbored a lively colony of fleas, and
said “I can’t see how that’s gonna help

" a shower of curses, rocks

- legbone and fell into the creek, wnete
* ‘was pulled out.

. the backyard, the neighbors will falk.

“held fascinating bits and pieces of tH
. past, putting flesh over the bare I:Ibnér

\faught in the eighth grade. =

brother-in-law, lit out for the floo
cornfield with the 25 wide-treads un
u‘eu. arms. - .- « =

By the light of the moon, they bus
up the beavers’ dam with Corngrow
stone axe and then they piled the &
up along the creek bank and set th
afire, The stench of the burning rubj
soon routed the whole tribe of beaw
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smoke also routed Comngrower’s

and all the other famihes who lived"

nearby caves and they left, raining d¢
18

~dinosaur bones on the tire-burners, |
., 'The brother-in-law hid behind a S
Hock Uity sign but Comgrower
beaned on the head with a «

developed a nasty head cold before K
' "MOKAL: Recaps and old casinges
okay, but if you burn new wide-treads
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; Bili Sharpe was editor:
co-publisher of the State magazine

*happenings in North Carolina: and

; basic state history course 'we

To quote sill Shires, who writes th

better.” e
Bill Sharpe died last week. He was 6
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